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Paper 1. 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aſſociation ꝙ the County of York, on the 3 
of Offober, 1782. 


PRESENT, 


Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Rev. William Maſon 
Sir James Norcliffe 
The Dean of York 


„ 


_ * Duncombe 


(+ 1 


Mr. Mathews | Mr. Yarker 


Mr. James Milnes, jun. Rev. Luke Yarker 
Mr. Childers Mr, H. Thompſon 

Mr. Croft Mr. Hayes 

Mr. Withers Sir George Strickland 

Rev. Robert Croft | Rev. John Bourne 

Mr, Foljambe j Nr. Grimſton 

Mr. Micklethwaite' © © Dr. Spencer 

Colonel Thornton Rev. James Wilkinſon 

Mr. Laſcelles — —— — Sir William Milner 

Mr. Place Mr. Hill 

Mr. Dalton Mr. Arthington 


— Comber — | Willi . 
ev. lam Com 3 illiam Dealtry 
Mr. Anderſon 4 is — . — 


1 Niers is moi 

Reſolved, That I ua Walker, Eſq; Joſeph 
Walker, Eſq; and Thomas Walker, Eſq; all of 
Maſbrough, Mr. Benj. Sayle of eee 
and the Rev. William Harriſon of Orgrave, be 
added to this Committee. 

Read the Draught of a Report,“ to be made by 
this Committee of its paſt proceedings, to the 
next General Meeting of the county of Vork. 

A motion being made and ſeconded, and the 
queſtion put, that the following r by - 
men alike hoſtile to the liberties of Britain and 
unſcrupulous i in their mode of attacking them, 
be ſtruck out of the Draught of the Report now 
read,—it paſſed in the negative. a 

Refolved, That the Draught of the Riport 
now read be agreed to, by this Committee, and 
adopted as their Report; and that ſuch Report 


be preſented by the Chairman to- the next Ge- 
neral — of the County of Vork. 


* For this Report, ſee Paper II. rage 3. 137 


131 

Reſolved; That the faid Report be printed, 
and ready to be deliyerad: to this N at 
its next 

Reſolved, That "he Su —— = re- 
queſted to take into their conſideration the ac- 
counts delivered to this Committee of the ſtate 
of the Repreſentation of the City of York, and 
the ſeveral boroughs in this county, and to pub- 
liſh ſuch extracts thereof as to them may appear 
well authenticated and expedient to be laid be- 
fore the public, and that the Sub-Committee be 
inſtructed cautiouſly. to avoid the communica- 
tion of names, or any other circumſtances Which 
may lead to Aſcovery, whence the ſaid informa- 
tion was obtained. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to "thoſe gentlemen, by whoſe zeal and 
aſſiduity the 2 information was pro- 
cured, and that an be directed to 
communicate to them this and the preceding 
Reſolution. | 

"Reſolved; That the Chairman be' requeſted 
to communicate the thanks of this Committee 
to Mr. D. Hartley, for his Plan for preventing 
bribery at elections, ſubmitted this day to their 
conſideration; and to inform him that they de- 
cline, for the preſent, adopting the meaſures he 
has therein ſuggeſted, as it is underſtood that a 
bill will be brought in the next Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment for reſtraining the evils of bribery” 
corruption. 4% 
| Unanimouſly reſolved, That the following 

; 1 Advertiſement 


141 

1 Advertiſement be printed im the York and Lon- 
| don papers, with the names of the Members of 
| | the Committee now preſent affixed thereto. 
if 1. l nn 3J-CEC n 16,8414 larviorss! 
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| To the Freeholders of the County of Tork. 
1  _©"WHERFAS at a General Meeting of the 
| County of York, held, by adjournment, at York 
It | on the 28th day of March, 1780, for the purpoſe 
| of adopting a Plan of Aſſociation, it was reſolved 
it that the ſaid Meeting ſhould be further adjourned 
| ſubject to a call by the Committee of Aﬀociation. 
They, whoſe names are hereunto prefixed, 
being Members of the ſaid Committee aflembled 
in York this day, do by virtue of the aforeſaid 
power veſted in them, moſt earneſtly requeſt the 
Freeholders of the ſaid county to meet at the 
Aſſembly-Rooms, in York, on the 19th day of 
December next, at eleven o'clock in Ae AY 
noon, in order to receive an abridged Report 
of the whole proceedings of the ſaid Committee, 
ſince their original appointment; and, alſo to 
take into their mature conſideration the neceſſity 
of preſenting a Petition to Parliament during the 
courſe of the next Seſſions, for a redreſs of that 
fundamental grievance, the unequal Repreſentation 
of the People, and other important matters re- 
petting the Reformation of Parliament. 
Reſolyed, That this Committee do adjourn 
till to-morrow morning at nine o'clock. _ 
. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
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A Report of the Proceedings of tho Committee 
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neral Meeting of the Connty-of York, held on 
- the 28th day of March, 1788, preſented to tbe 
General Meeting the County .of York, beld 
en tbe CS Saget . A* N 


215 * 


22 ICS 
: 4 8 G 
. = F » % 


"HE Lore Glade Meeting 
2 1780, having entered inte an Aflocia- 


tion, in order to promote; by their joint rin 


ance, in 2 pacific way, the obtaining of, 


1. One or more bills to correct rollin in 


the expenditure of public money, to regulate 
the manner of 
mode of keeping and paſfing public accounts 
to reduce exorbitant emoluments of office, and 
to reform the abuſes of finecure places and pen 
ſions, unmerited by public ſervice : ' 


2. A bill to eftabliſh greater equality in the 


Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, by 
allowing the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of 
Great-Britain to ele, in due proportion, one 


hundred Knights at leaſt, in addition to the 


preſent number: 


43 3. A 
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of che 
County of Tork, held on the 28th day 


public contracts, and the 
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provide immediate and effectual redreſs. 


. 


3. A dill to ſhorten the duration of Parlia- 
ments to a term not exceeding three years : 

And having empowered the Committee of 
ſixty · one gentlemen, appointed at à forme? 
Meeting of the County, together with Sir Wil- 
liam St. Quintin, Sir W. Anderſen, Mr. T. Wed- 
dell, Dr. Swainſton, or any twenty- one of them, 
to act as a Committee of Aſſociation, to add to 
their number, and to take ſuch legal and con- 


ſtitutional meaſures, as to them might 
moſt expedient, for promating the object of 
their Aﬀociation. 


The Committee of Aﬀociation, i in purſuance 
of that appointment, held their firſt Meeting on 
the agth of March, 1780, added ſeveral Mem- 


bers to the Committee, and appointed a ſtanding 


Sub- Committee for the purpoſe of correſpond- 


ence, by letter, during the adjournments of the 


Committee. 

On the 15th of April, 1780, the Committee 
called together by the Sub-Committee, under 
the authority granted to them by a Reſolution 
of the Committee, on the agth of March, voted 
thanks to John Dunning, Eſq; and Thomas Pitt, 
Eſq; for their reſpective motions in the Houſe 
af Commons on the 6th of April, 1780, affirm- 
ing the actual exiſtence of the grievances com- 
plained of by the Petitions of the People, and 
aſſerting the right and duty of that Houſe to 


on 


att c 

On dhe zd of May, 1 1780, the Committee met 
according to their adjournment on the agth of 
March, and paſſed Reſolutions, thanking thoſe 
Members of both! Houſes of Parliament, who | 
had uniformly oppoſed the coercion of America 
to unconditional ſubmiſſion; alſo thoſe Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, who fapported the 


bill for preventing certain officers of the revenue | 


from voting at any future election of Members 
of Parliament; and alſo the forty-one Lords 
who ſupported the Contractors bill; at the 
ſame time cenſuring his Majefty's: Miniſters, 
who, by the rejection of that bill in the Houſe. 
of Lords, had manifeſted their determination 
to preſerve entire that unconſtitutional influence - 
of the Crown, Which the Houſe of Commons 
had declared ought to be diminiſhed; and alſo | 
voting that Miniſter to be an enemy to the 
liberties of his country, who ſhquld 'adviſe his 
Majeſty to prorogue or diſſolve the Parliament, 
until the Houſe of Commons ſhould have ful- 
filled their promiſe to the people, to correct the 
abuſes complained of in their Petitions. 
On the ad of Auguſt, 1780, the Committee 
met by a call of the Sub-Committee, at a period 
when the nation, diſmayed by the abominable 
riots of the populace in London, appeared fink. 
ing into deſpondence, and diſpoſed tamely to 
ſubmit to the unprecedented order to the mili- 
tary force to interfere, for the ſuppreſſion of 
tumults, at their diſcretion, without the direction of 
f A4 . the 


* 
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the Civil Magiſtrate; and when the enemies of 
the Conſtitution had laboured, with too great 
ſuccels, to obſtruct the efforts of the counties, 
&c. for obtaining a redreſs. of public grievances, 
by defaming their pacific Aſſociations, as Meet- 
ings calculated to produce ſimilar acts of violence. 
On this critical and unfortunate emergency, the 
Committee having repulſed thoſe. defamatory 
attacks, and vindicated the views of their 
Aſſociation, proceeded to cenſure the order for 
. difarming peaceable Proteſtant ſubjects, as con- 
_ trary to the known law of the land; and the 
order for the interference of the army — 
out the kingdom, for ſuppreſſing illegal Aſſem- 
blies of the people at their ſole diſcretion, when 
no preſſing danger actually exiſted, and when 
no reluctance appeared in the magiſtracy to do 
their duty, as a dangerous precedent, not to be 
juſtified. on any real ground of neceſſity; and 
the Committee having exhorted their fellow 
Citizens to perſevere in an orderly ſupport of 
their legal Aſſociations, recommended to all 
ſubſtantial Houſeholders to be ready, on the 
firſt appearance of any riotous commotion, to 
aſſiſt in maintaining peace and good order, under 
the directions of the Civil Magiſtrate. 
On the 3d of Auguſt, 1780, the Committee 
requeſted Mr. Burke to preſent again, in the 
next Seſſion of Parliament, his bill for the better 
W er 
O0 


"© % 

On the 7th of September, 1780, the Com- 
mittee was called together by the,Sub-Commit-) 
tee, on the occaſion of the premature diſſolutian 
of Parliament; and the Sheriff of Torkſhire 
having been deſired by the Sub- Committee to 
call a Meeting of the Frecholders of this County, 
in order that proper perſons might be put in 
nomination to repreſent them in the enſuing 
Parliament, and he having declared his diſap- 
probation of that meaſure, the Committee, in 
purſuance of the authority intruſted to them by 
a Reſolution af the County Meeting, held on 
he 28th of March, 1780, did reſolve to call a. 

vg Pai dey ie pt ire on tho 
12 September, i780, for the purpoſe afore - 
alas and returned thanks to Sir George Savile 
for his manly Addreſs to his Conſtituents on the 


; 5th of September, and for his funbful ſervies in, - 


Parliament. 

On the 28th of September, 41005 we com- 
mittee reſolved to nominate Deputies on the 
zd of January, 1781, to attend the propoſed 
General Meeting of Deputies in London. 

On the zd of January, 1781, the Committee 
appointed the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel 
Shore, Eſq; and Sir James Norcliffe, their De- 
puties, with power to meet and confer with the 
Deputies from other counties, xc. and to concur 
with them in an application to Parliament, for 
correcting the groſs abuſes in the public expendi- 
ture, and for reducing the undue * For 
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the Crown, complained of by the Petition of 
this County to the laſt Parliament; and alſo to 
move the Meeting of Deputies aforeſaid, to en- 
deavour to obtain a more adequate Repreferta- 
tion of the People, by the introduction of at 
leaſt one hundred additional County Members: 
But the Committee left it to the diſeretion of 
their Deputies to determine, as circumſtances 
might ariſe in the courſe of their conference, 
whether a motion for ſhortening the duration 
of Parliaments to a term not exceeding three 
© years, would then be prudent and adviſeable, 
or premature, inconvenient, and fit to be poſt- 
poned to a future Seſſion of Parliament; moſt 
ſtrictly confining them to ſapport thoſe propb- 
ſitions of the Aſſociation by orderly means alone, 
by dutiful application to Parliament, or by ſuch 
other prudential meaſures as might be perfectly 
conſiſtent with Law and the Conſtitution : And 
the Committee, anxious to obviate every artful 
ſuggeſtion which might be employed to calum- 
niate their deſign in the faid appointment of 
Deputies, not only ſubmitted to general infpec- 
tion their inſtructions to their Deputies, but 
alſo ſtated, in a full and explicit addreſs to the 
Electors of Great-Britain, their views of public 
reformation, and the reaſons of their conduct 
for promoting that neceſſary work; and exhort- 
—* the counties, &c. who concurred in thoſe 
itical ſentiments, to co-operate with the Com- 


mittee in the propoſed General Deputation, they 
expreſſed 


L J 

their confidence, that, in the general 
wreck which threatened the' w fret of the 
public, their vigorous and timely interpoſition 
might yet 3 — and Conftitution 
of Britain. | 

On the th of ne; 1781, the Commitee 
thanked the armed Aſſociation of the City of 
York; for their reſdlute and well - timed exer- 
tions in ſupport of the laws of their country, 
during the unprovoked riots hem mc ene 4 
followed the laſt election for the county; ; 
queſted David Hartley, Eſq; to permit the * 
lication of his excellent Addreſs to them, dated 
January the zd, 17813 and reſolved to tranſmit 
it, with their recommendation, to the other 
Committees throughout the kingdom. 

On the th of May, 1781, the Deputics wy 
ported to the Committee, the reſult of their 
conference with the Deputies of other Aſſoci - 
ated Bodies, viz. That a Petition was preſented 


from the General Deputation to the Houſe of 


Commans, on behalf of themſelves and others 
their ſubjects, who, jointly with them in 
the laſt Seſſion of the late Parliament, had peti- 


tioned that Honourable Houſe, that ſome reme- 


dy might be provided againſt the unconſtitu- 
tional influence of the Crown, and ſome ſtop 
might be put to the laviſh expenditure of the 
public money; entreating, both for the relief 
of the ſubject and the ſafety of the Conſtitution, || 
that Honourable Houſe would proceed to inquire 


dy 


} 


”" 
* — 


* 
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111 * by what means alarming grievances might 


ll of Parliament, adopted by the County of York, 


il oh Houſe. of Repreſentatives, having at that time 
| | "© appeared ſufficiently favourable to this Plan of 


1 . 

[ * ported the General Deputation with ſuſſicient 
_ vigour, it was found neceſſary to poſtpone that 
if _  . arduous taſk. to a more favourable, but, they 
- truſted, not a very diſtant ſeaſon, The Com- 


tt 2 Deputies, voted thanks to Sir George Savile, 
3 Mr. Dunning, and Mr. H. Duncombe, for their 
i ready attention and ſupport to the Petition of 
it the General Deputation, and exhorted their 


in purſuit of the objects of the Aſſociation. 
On the oth, of May, 158 , the Committee 
approbation, for having attended P t, 
not withſtanding a very preearious ſtate 
to oppoſe the late ſcandalouſly extravagant loan. 


efforts in ſupport. of the Conſtitution of this 
country, treated as foreign to the function of a 


Members 


be redreſſed: That the concurrence of the Ge- 
neral Meeting, in the propoſitions for a reform 


Vas obtained; but neither the Nobles nor the, | 


Reform, nor the people themſelves having ſup-. 


mittee having approved the conduct of their 


fellow · ſubjects to perſevere, without remiſſion, 


thanked Sir George Savile, in terms of peculiar 
ealth, 

- On the 17th of October, 1781, certain in- 
formation having been received by the Com- 


mittee, that the Clergy of this Aſſociation had 
been cenſured by High Authority, and their 


Clergyman; and not the road to prefer ment; the Lay 


K 44 1 
Members of the Committee, after aiſerting thi 


undeniable truth, That's Proteſtant, by 
into Holy Orders, does not Aandon ks C 


Rights, voted thanks to; theſe Nevrrend Gentle- 


men who thus preferred tie public good to their 
own prioate emolument. And the Corimfttee 
eonſideriug, with deep regret,” that thett con- 


duct, although idly conformable to law, an 


uniformly directed to the ſupport of tacaſaves 
which alone can RESTORE THE CONSTITU- 
TION, s flitt grofily i ted by men 
alike hokifte to the Hberties of Britzin; and un- 
fcrypuloitFin their mode of attacking them, re- 


ſolved once more to refute thoſe malicious cavils | 


in à fr e Addreſs to their countrymen, 
out the progreſs of Corruption, kmetiting 


decline of the Conſtitution, and fully vitidicat- = 
ing the propqſed means for its RESTORATION: . 


In their apprehenſion, to rectify a difordertd 
ſlature, muſt indeed be awork of the Ser 

toil and difficulty ; but there is yet, in 
4 part of the community, à fond of 
vigour adequate to the taſk, and che ancient 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution ſtill affords ulkhauſted 


reſources for a lawful, ordetly, and effe&uil in- 


terpolition; far, therefore, from wiſking to pro- 
mote cotifulion, or to prompt their fellow. citi- 
2ens to deeds of violence and deſperation, they 


exhorted them, with conſcientious ſincerity, to 
confite thelt efforts within che bounds bf le- 


gality; but within thoſe bounds reſolutely to 
oppoſe 


* 
1 


which is alike the bane of national lich and 


cution,, of 


preſſed the fulleſt confidence in thoſe avowed 


conſequent diſmiſſion of the late profuſe and 
vernment had been entruſted; but gonceiving 


Petition to Parliament in the next on, fo 
redreſs of that fundamental grievante, the un- 


reſolved to 1 the Frecholders of the County. 


1782. 
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oppoſe that ſyſtem of Farliamentary Corruption, 


the ruin of public liberty. act bo | 
On che 4th of April. 17 8a, the Clmmiting 
thanked the independent majority of the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, Who, on the 225 
of February laſt, reprobated the farther pn 
we War on 
North America, for the purpoſe of — rw 
revolted Colonies; to Ohedience by force; ex- 


opponents of corruption, with whom,. on the 


dangerous Adminiſtration, the. powers of Go, 


the taſk of Government, in chat moment, to. be 
arduous. beyond. the difficulty « ced in 
any former period, they reſolved. to poſtpone to 
the zaſt of October, 1782, calling a Gederal Meet. 
ing of the County of Vork, in order to ſubmit to 
theft Conſtituents the neceſſity of preſenting. a 


equal Repxeſentation of the People in Parliament. 
On the 311t of October, 1782, the. Committee, 


of York, to meet for the conſideration of that 
important meaſure, on the 19th of, December, 


In this abridged narrative every material ſtep 


aun e the Committee of Aſſociation, in pur- 
| _  fhance 


TEM 


by the 
=; are 


. | 
to ſubmit their - cond lu& to TOE: page 
les Sentiment faults which WO it 
e in men who To 123 Utd 
bats the. ſeptennial duration of arljament. F C 
than two years they have Janet ip the 
proſecution of that political 
ed. out by the Sony as { 
Rig e On 185 opportunity i 
i eir ze ARISES 896 our to prom 
Ws e of theix Conſtituents, 1 6 . "op 
thay, 9 05 e ono 
. who e Was, promo * 
bee ſou hh Ay on thoſe, Wks by whom 
b kick F, * recommending, to. .the 
nation, 55 addreſſes, to ſupport the 
1 9 ; ſtating. the profuſon 
af c pa expenditure, the propriety of an 
5 and 7 bo ent nc- 
ceſſity an Heal "correQion of abuſes in the 
frame and N n of Parliament, an nd 211 
inting eputics, inſtruded in in e oncurrence 
Le OY eneral Deputation,, to rl the 
Bong e of. Commons for a IG ſe great 


nation) grievances, |, ba " [ST D. 43108 Sack 
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- the purpoſe for which this County 
rl aflembled, and refolved to Affociate; at 
ſuch have heen the efforts of this Commirtee 
for the attalument of that end. If the end ſtſelf 
be hudable, the means furrly muſt be deethe 
; pnexceptionable. In times of danger to 
Confſtitutibn, popular combinations are the pro- 
per and the only. effectual means to, defend it: 
2 although men, who profeſs much concern 
r order and regularity, while they 22 
little regard for the rights and privileges 
as nation, may diſlike all Aſſemblies of the 
People, yet the Committee truſt pi. * 3 
eren the ſtricteſt examination 
| averſe to populat Meetings 1 ho 
point out ihe Mane breach Thor be as to 
ibed by the laws of 2 e 
ſhall be little apprehenſive of tenfyre on othet 
ound, if their conduct ſhall merit the appro- 
ion of this Aſſembly, as having been-faith- 
fully directed to Public Good, Acc to the 
intention of, their original appoin 5 
The Committee cannot cloſe this Report, con- 
fiſtently with their duty to this county and to 
the public, without declating their ſentimemts 
remain unaltefed, that a melioration df Purlla- 
ment, on the principles of the Affoclation, muſt 
be obtained, or the liberty of Britain cannot 
long be preſerved; for although Tomething has. 
been Loudably done for the purpoſes of acono- 
mical * and leſſening — opai 
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influence of the Crown, yet the belt officidl re- 
gulations may ſoon be ſet aſide, the wiſeſt nd 
m_ virtuous Minifters may /ſooh de diſplaced 

prevalence of that corrupt intereſt which 
an 8 ſubſiſts in the Houle of Commons, 'whith 
its defective frame generates, ad 
| which has already fo nearly effected the ruin of 
n * 


- 
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Mr. Athorpe Res. Robert Gm 


.: 7 4. Sir 
Dita» 
— Mr. . 


Tom zii! 5 


i to 
ſuch other friends to the Reformation of Par- 
e Tg) e Te IT: 


- Buzron-HaLL, near Bedale Nor. 1, 4 


Sir, 
— _ 1AM direded by the Committee 
of Aﬀociation for the County of York, to tranſ- 
mit to you the incloſed account of their pro- 
ceedings on this day, and the 31ſt of October, 


_ - which they requeſt you will have the goodaede 
NA 


next Me 

I am alſo inftrufted to 3 
the Yorkſhire Committee wiſh to obtain a free 
communication of ſentiments with the Commit- 
tee of , on the ſubje& of Parliamentary 
abuſes, hoping, by-their opinion and advice, to 
be enabled to judge what propoſitions, for the 


Reformation of Parliament, it may be expedient 


to recommend to the intended General 
of the County of York, on the wands: ao 


cember next. 


The Yorkſhire Committee have ſee, with 
much ſatisfaction, Petitions adopted by ſeveral 


Public Meetings of great * requeſt- 


<4 ww „ trogtibg 22% SPAS 
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ference to Parliament, and wiſh a ſimilar deli» 
cacy may be obſerved in the meaſures of the 
county of York: But it ſeems to be adviſable 
that this General Petition of the people ſhould be 
ſupported by ſome particular declaration of their 
wiſhes, in a mode as little offenſive as poſſible to 
the dignity of Parliament ; for if it ſhall not be 
known on what grounds, and to what extent 
the people defire that the Reformation of Par- 
liament may proceed, it may be foreſeen that 


hence inſuperable objections will be urged againſt 
every Plan of Reformation which their friends 


2 — may propoſe, INSTRUCTIONS 


from each Conſtituent Body to their reſpective 
Repreſentatives ſeem to be the moſt obvious and 
unexceptionable mode, by which Parliament may 
be appriſed what correction of abuſes is expected 
by the people, and yet every appearance of diſ- 
reſpect to that Aſſembly may be entirely avoided. 
If this method of conveying the ſenſe of the 
nation to Parliament, and aſcertaining what Ne- 
formation. there would give general ſatisfaction, 
ſhould be approved, the next important con- 
ſideration would be, what particular propoſi- 
tions of reform, in the preſent ſtate of this 
country, are moſt eligible; and, if propoſed in 
the INSTRUCTIONS of any Conſtituent Body, 
are moſt likely to receive the general concur- 


-rence of the, public: For if too extenſive a 


ſyſtem of Reformation ſhould be raſhly ob- 
F attempt might 
B 2 | miſcarry, - 


l 5 
miſcarry, and the opportunity to ſeture the 
liberties of Britain for generations to come, 
might be irretrievably loſt. But on the other 
hand, every friend to the Conſtitution would 
lament the loſs of ſuperior improvement, if, 
from too rigid a ſcruple to extend' the terms of 
the Aſſociation, the additional ' Repreſentation 
of the Counties. and the Metropolis ſhould be 
alone procured, when the abolition of the MOST 

1 OBJECTIONABLE BOROUGHS, in a limited 
i degree, might have been obtained. In the opi- 
| nion of the Yorkſhire Committee, the little de- 

a 


cayed bproughs, dependent on, or — in- 
fluenced by, the Boards of Ordnance, Tr 
Admiralty, — —— 
'4 For what more dangerous perverſion of the Con- 
| ſtitution can be imagi than THE NOMI- 


NATION OF MEMBERS*OF PARLIAMENT 
BY THE CROWN; or what fidelity to the 
Public Truſt can be expected from Senators who 
are thus created: by that Government, 'w 
condud they ought io watch and controul? 
On this occaſion, the Yorkfhire Gentlemen 
are free to own their inclination, if the propoſal 
ſhould fortunately meet the approbation of the 
Committee of ———, and other reſpectable 
bodies, to recommend to the General Mee 
of the County af Vork, on the 19th of December: 
1. To inſtruct their Repreſentatives to intro- 
duce, or to ſupport a bill in Parliament, for 
— at leaſt fifty of the moſt MOST OB. 
NOXIOUS 


* T 

NOXIQUS BOROUGHS} providing for the” 
Hectors in the ſeveral boroughs aboliſhed a. 
| 6 to vote, 
— — 
— — ——e— 
belong; and alſo adding an adequate number 


of Members, not leſs than an hundred, in a due 


progbetion to Wee 
8 4, 

. And farther to infirudt their t- 
tives to move, or to Rigport a:motiva' for the 
repeal of the Septennial bill: 6 Bus: 

3. Alfo tor admitting proprietors of copyhold 
lands of inheritance, with ſine certain, of the 
clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, to vote at 
County Elections of Members of- Partiament 
throughout the kingdom 

4. And laſtly, To ſupport thedagiplication of 
any cuunty in Scotland, for ſetting aſide nomi- 
ral and ſictitious votes, and for regulating elec- 
tions to Parliament in that part of the Kingdom. 
in à manner agreeable to n aero _ 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution. 

On the fubſvdk uf che dow laſt aeticlas:0f Res 
form, the Yorkſhire Committee are, little appre- 
henſive that any conſiderable variation of ſenti- 
ment will be found among the true friends of 
the Conſtitution —ſtill Teſs can they ſuppoſe that, 
to the propoſition for the repeal of the Septen- 
* any material objection will be urged: 
B 3 But 
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ment of the moſt — — ſhould 
not receive the approbation and concurrence of 
a decided majority of the counties and principal 
towns, which ſupport the claim of Parliamentary 
Reformation, the Yorkſhire Committee will not 
heſitate a moment to ſacrifice their wiſhes to the 

ion of that harmony and ugion among 
the ſeveral Aſſociated and Petitioning Bodies, 


without which there cannot be a probability of 


ſucceſs. In that caſe they will readily ſtrike out 


© thearticle for the abolition of certain boroughs, 


and recommend to the General Meeting of the 
County of York to adhere in their inſtructions 
to the ſecond propoſition in their Form of Aſſo- 
ciation, for reinforcing the ſound part of our- 
Repreſentation, by the addition of one hundred 
Members, to be proportionally choſen by tho 
counties and the. | 

- The Yorkſhire Committee having ſo freely 
their ſentiments on theſe important 
matters, do moſt carneſtly intreat the Committee 
of , with equal freedom, to communicate 
their opinion and advice, which will 8 
with the greateſt deference and reſpect. 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir 
Tour moſt humble ſervant. 
"> 8 WYVILL. |, 


Reſolved, 


* 


L 21 
- Reſobved, That this: Committee do adjourn 
to \Tueſday;y the'-i9th/day- of December next, 
ſabje& to an earlier call by. the-Sub-Committee, 
or by the Chairman, at yo appr gyro 
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4 In Committes ef Abbeclstlan of 
the Livery of Landen anteded; with much plex 
ſure, to the ſentiments and advice uf the Chairman 
of the Comtnittee of Aſſociation for the County 
of York, with which they were made acquainted © 
at the TY ouſe. Tavern, at a General 
Meeting of all the Members 'of e of 
the Aſſociating Counties and Boroughs then 
preſent in London, previous to the prorogation 
laſt ſummer. With great ſatisfaction * 85 
96. of Middleſex, the 
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of Weſtminſter, and other places, have alia con- 
formed ftrictly tu the reſolution then unanimouſiy 
taken, viz. To avaid any ſpecific propoſitiqns | 
relative to the tary, reſorm 27 14 1 

The wiſdom of ſuch general application as 
well as the griit reſpect which this Committee 
entertains for the Gentlemen of the Yorkſhire 


„ 
propoſition. VI * Q | 


itt * Ah 

be rü . 

| 355 he main 
tee — the Ao UFO ns. — And they beg 
leave to propoſe to the — of Vork the 
propriety of ſuſpendingi or poſtponing. inſtruc- 
tions to their Repreſentatives, until the fate of 
1 haye the honour to be, a 
30 f. 7 Dont Wich grant ræſpect . 
—— , tt Mir ib nobiint n 50 
be moſh obedient and: 2 5 705, . 
) 217 T0} Moſt humble ſeruant, 9197 0. 

5 1 | BRASS CROSBY, Chairman, 
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coodtulikn any time has been honoured with the 
approbatiom oi the Committee of the Livery' of 
Lenden. But Ficnnot' flatter myſelf; that tie 
EEG — 
Houſe in Mey laſt, deſer ved any peculiar com- 

mendation q or that opinions delivered-there by 


ſo humble am inch victun pofſeſſech that weight 


and influence which the Committee are pleaſed 
to aſcribe to them. On the other Rand, I truſt 
I ſhalb be able to atisfy the Committee, that 
their difapprobation” of my conduct in a recent 
inſtance, which I obſerve, with much concern, 
conveyed in the ſame letter which has beſtowed 
upon me ſuch unmerited praiſe; is founded on a 
miſtaken view of my ſentiments and actions. 
do admit, Sir, that at the Thatched Houſe 1 
did object, with ſome reſpectable gentlemen of 
other counties, to à vote of thanks to the Duke 
of Richmond, in all the various ſhapes in Which 
it was offered to the Meeting. To me, who hold 
his Grace in high reſpect, as a rm and intrepid 


Aſſertor 
/ 


[260 J 
Aſſertor of our Free Conſtitution, this was 2 
painful oppoſition. But, in my conception, 
public duty bound me to oppoſe the reſpective 
motions for that purpoſe ; not becauſe his Grace 
was the propoſer of à ſpecific Plan for the Re- 
— — of Parliament, but becauſe his ſpecific 
Plan appeared to me impracticable, and not to 
beattiined by any regular or conſtitutional efforts, 
1}; of the people ;—and therefore any reſolution of 
11 | thanks, which might be conſtrued by the public 
iN 2s a declaration in favour of his Grace's y,, 
itt; could only tend to defeat that more ſafe and 
{ ö moderate propoſal for reſtoring the Cunſtitution, 
it which their peaceful endeavours/might probably 
obtain. In this oppoſition the worth Members 
of the of London, then preſent, 
1 generally concurred; by their influence the ſe- 
1 veral motions were withdrawn—and, conſe- 


that although no formal reſolution; was paſſed 
js upon the ſubject, yet it was agreed at the 
nf Thatched Houſe, and I concurred in the agree- : 
[ ment, that it was expedient the intended Petition 
F for the Redreſs of our Parliamentary Grievances - 


: 

| — 
0 circumſtances of this country. L do admit, alſo, 
itt 

| 

| 


by |; ſhould be drawn up in general terms. - But I cer- 

1 tainly did not bind myſelf to avoid any —— | 
il br propoſitions | relative to the Parliamentary Re- 
01! e in any RC declaration, when- 


1 ; } ever 


1 * 1 


ee e ee 
couid he accompliſhed. And 1 do not ſind the 
other Yorkſhire Gentlemen, who had been pre- 
ſent” at the Thatehed Houſe,” underſtood this 
agreement in à diſſerent manner.” At the late 
Meeting of tho Youkihire Oommittee, ſeveral of 
thoſe Gentlemen attended; and to their recol- 
lection the objection did not un, whey: the 
Circular Letter was propoſed. 
In my opinion, the want of bK 
the agents of the people, in favour of any ſpecific 
Plan, is the unfortunate circumſtance. which 
threatens moſt their total di t. For 
if no means can be deviſed to unite the body orf 
the people, in ſupport of ſome rational and ſub- 
ſtantial improvement of the Conſtitution, their 
continued diſſentions, no doubt, will furniſh to 
the timid ur intereſted Obſtructors of Reforma- 
tion a ready anſwer to their Petitions: Why 
ſhould Parliament admit a Change till it is known. 
what Change will fatisfy the Nation ? When the 
2 nts RedreG they 
to aſk, then, and not before; let Parliament 
what, Redrefs they ought. to grant. 

It is obvious, indeed, that till that General Union 
of the People ſhall take place, diſcordant Petitions, 
recommending to Parliament diſſerent ſpecific 
Plans of Reformation, would but expoſe the 
people to the deriſion of their adverſaries. But. 
— a Ant 7 1 


mature and well-di 
which they truſt will proceed from the in veſti - 


| FH | 
—_ to conciliate and to unite the various 


Friends of Reformation, before the ſeaſon for 
that work be irrecoverably paſt, At length the 


Whirl of caſual events has brought on the favour- 


able opportunity; but if they omit to improve 
the fleeting advantage, a few ſhort months may 
fruſtrate every fue attempt. to . habe: 


neglet. 


The Ocmanitteh: of London. hops. for. a 


gation ofa. Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
moans.” freely own my hopes are placed upon 
adifferett foundation, vik. on the firmneſs and 
energy of the Brividh Peuple, pointing out the 
principle of that Reformation vhich they requeſt 
— ſpecifying the ; extent to which they deſiteĩt 
may proceed—and leaving the minute detgif®of; 
Reformation to be ſettled by Parliament itſelf: 

But if the late overture of the Vorkſhire Com- 


_ mittee, and every other attempt to accompliſſ a 


more General Union of the Peaple; for the pro- 
ſecution of ſome ſpeciſie Plan of Reformation f 
equal extent, ſhould prove unſucteſaful, it may 
be expected that any Correction af Farhamentaty 
Abuſes, which may flow from the ſpontaneous 


act and pleaſur of Parliament, will be much in- 


ferior to that Plan of *Conftivational Improve. 
ment, — the Yorkſhire" Gentlemen have 


propoſed. In my apprehenſion any change 
8 un may . * with leſs 


propriety, 


tw 3 


_ Parliament than from the ſpecial 
ications- of the people, by inſtructions to 
their reſpedtive Members.” Such were my ſen- 


timotits deſors ehþ-Meetiog' e ihe -Thatchad 


Houſe; and they” remain O_o fiance, by 


converſation-or correſpondence. © 

The general phraſe is, that ++ Sotfiething inſt 
be done.“ What probably will be done, may 
perhaps in ſome . meaſure be collected from that 
Meſſage which I had the honour to receive from 
Lord Shelburne in Auguſt laſt ; the purport of 
which was ſoon after communicated: to the 
Committee of London. His Lordſhip undoubt- 
edly ſtands pledged to ſupport the Propoſitions 
of the Torkſhire Aſſociation; i. , To promote 
the addition of one hundred Members to the 


proricty and, in point of precedent, with le 


Counties and the Metropolis, and the repeal of © 


the Septennial bill. But if Petitions, in genera! 
terms alone, ſhall be preſented to Parliament, 


and no inſtructions ſhall be offered to our ſeveral 


Repreſentatives, for the amputation of rotten 
Boroughs, I ſee no reaſon to ſuppoſe that any 
abolition of their obnoxious franchiſes will take 
place, againſt the manifeſt intereſt of many 
Members of Parliament, except by the 
flow operation of a Parliamentary Tribunal in 
ſome rare inſtance disfranchiling an unfortunate 
Borough, on-proof of corruption too flagrant to 
be diſſembled. 1 am far from meaning to diſ- 
parage the meaſure for reinforcing the ſound 


43 1 


part of our Repreſentation: If nothing better 
can be obtained, I ſhall be thankful even for 
that additional ſecurity to our freedom. But I 
am convinced that an adequate abolition-of the 
little decayed boroughs would ſtrongly corrobo- 
rate that ſecurity; and I conceive that both 
might yet be accompliſhed, by a timely and 
vigorous exertion of the people he: 9 
cial purpoſes. | 
With theſe e on my mind L attended 
the late Meeting of the Yorkſhire Committee; 
and having produted to that Aſſembly a copy of 
the meflage from Lord Shelburne, and ftated to 
them my ſubſequent correſpondence on that 
ſubject with his Lordſhip, which appeared at 
once to confirm the meſſage, and to be improper 
for public inſpection at that time, my production 


of the correſpondence in queſtion was not re- 


quired by the Committee. But it was not my 
advice to the Committee to acquieſce in theſe 
declarations of ſupport from Lord Shelburne.— 
At the Thatched Houſe Meeting I had 
thanking the Duke of Richmond for his im- 
practicable Plan; at the Yorkſhire Meeting I 
exhorted the Committee not to content them- 
ſelves with the mere augmentation of : County 
Members, &c. which the Cabinet ſeemed diſpoſed 
to promote; but, as far as it is poſſible, without 
riſquing that acquiſition, to attempt the till. 
ſuperior improvement of an adequate amputa- 


tion of the little decayed boroughs. What I 
ventured 


{92 J 

.ventured. to, ſuggeſt. on this occaſion was ho- 

- noured with the approbation of that reſpectable 

Aſſembly, and was carried into effect in the 

Circular Letter, which the Committee of London 

has already ſeen. 

Froi this explanation of my political — 
and ſentiments for ſome time paſt, I truſt I ſhall 
be juſtified in the opinion of that Committee, as 

. having acted, in circumſtances of ſome difficulty, 
an honeſt and a conſiſtent part. But this is a 
matter comparatively of ſmall moment. I am 
- confident from this ſtate of ſome late tranſactions, 
whatever the final determination of that Com- 
mittee may be on the ſubject of the Circular 
Letter, they will approve the caution, the per- 
ſeverance, the well-tempered zeal of the York- 
ſhire Committe. 

With reſpect to the propriety of © Poſtponing 
inſtructions to their Repreſentatives, until the 
fate of the General Petitions is decided, which 
your reſpected Committee propoſes to that of 
Yorkſhire, I would. beg leave. to ſuggeſt one 
ſhort obſervation, which is, That when the fate 
of the Petitions ſhall be decided, any inſtructions 

the ſubject will probably come too late. 

11. in conſequence of an application in general 

terms to Parliament, the Repreſentation of the 

Counties and the Metropolis ſhall be reinforced 

by the addition of fifty or fixty Members, any 

future application to the Legiſlature for farther 
improvement, in this age at leaſt, cannot, with 
any 


 T'S4 
any probability, be expected to receive the 
countenance and ſupport of the nation. If, 
therefore, the Committee of London have no 
objection to the Propoſitions offered by the 
Yorkſhire Gentlemen, their concurrence now 
can alone be of any avail. ' If they decline giving 
their ſanction to that propoſal, from a preference 
to the Duke of Richmond's ſcheme, I beg leave 
to declare my firm opinion, as I did before at 
the Thatched Houſe Meeting, that there exiſts 
not the ſmalleſt probability that his Grace's Plan 
will be adopted by the Towns and Counties of 
Great-Britain, in any conſiderable proportion. 
_ 4 


I have the honour to be, 
TYP ; Sir, £3 ,- 1 þ 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ve C. WYVILL. 
Brass Can, Eſa; N oy ' 
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» Chaloner 
Mr. Joſeph Walker 


Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Com- | 
. mittees of Nottinghamſhire, Weſtthinſter, South. 
wark, Norfolk, —— GlouceſteMhire, * 
VOL. II. London, | 


834 1 
London, Middleſex, Fintſhire, and Carnarvon- 
ſhire; the Mayors or Town Clerks of Biddeford, 
Liv York, Doncaſter, Pool, Petersfield, 
Hereford, Glouceſter, and Bridport; the.Con- 
| fables of Mancheſter ;' and the Sheriffs or De- 
| puty Sheriffs of the Shires of Moray, Stirling, 
j Haddington, Lanark, and Fife, received by-the 
j Chairman of this Committee, in anſwer to his 


[ Circular Letter of the- iſt of November laſt, 

| ſent in purſuance of the order of this Commit- 

4 * W Aria 
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Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Suſſex 
Committee, the Secretary. to the Huntingdon- 
ſhire Committee, the Mayors or Town Clerks of 
| d. Tenby, Leiceſter, and N the 

ovoſt of w, and the Sheriff of the Shire 
of Argyle, in anſwer to the Chairman's Circular 
Letter of the iſt of November laſt, _ 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee 
is thoroughly perſuaded. of the propriety and 
conſiſtency of. the Rev. Mr. Wyvill's conduct, 
5 S 
mittee. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks 6f this 
Committee be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, for 
his unremitting attention and indefatigable Zeal 
in conducting the buſineſs of this Committee: 
Read and * the * bf 


a Petition, 


To the Hoes the Commons 5 Gre. 
Brizals in Parliament afſembled, | 


* The Hustle Petttjon ee e 
e e ' 


THAT — 9 
lency of that Conſtitution under which thæy 
have the. hn. mol. W 


2 


5 « dt na pts py he 
County of Kent, on the 8th of June, 1784. 


* 2 


to have it maintained on the princi i 
it is founded. EEG 
Your Petitioners further ſhew, That it is ne- 
ceſſary to the welfare of the people, that the 
Commons Houle of Parflament ſhould have 2 
common intereſt with the nation; and that in 
the preſent Nate of the Repreſentation of the 
People in ' Parliament, the Houſe of Commons 
do not ſufficiently ſpeak the voice of the People, 
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
I i gt pr np: nr aaa 
ous con tion, eſent inadequa 
of the Repreſentation oT the People i — 
ment, and e to this great 
Conſtitutional as to this Honourable 
may ſeem meet. 22 
And your Petitioners hall ever pray, &. 


Reſolved, That the Chajrman be requeſted 
to get the Draught of the Petition, now read, 
ingroſſed, in order to be preſented for the con- 
the — — 

at York-Ta 
eight o'clock in the evening. * 
Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 


fine die, 


3] 


| Paper Vs" 


Proceedings au a General Meeting of the County 
, 'of York, held at York en the 19th of Decemer, 
. 1782, upon a Call by the Committee of Aﬀocia- 
tion for that County, purſuant to the Power 
intruſted to them by the Meeting of the County 
of York, held on the 28th day March, 1780. 


# % 1 
1 - 
* 
9 
. 
l * 
of * 


Report of the paſt proceedings of the 
Committee of Aſſociation was preſented 
by the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, their Chairman: 

And a motion being made, and the queſtion 
put, that ſuch Report be now read, 

It paſſed in the airmative; and the ſame yas 
read accordingly. 

A motion being made and nm en 
queſtion put, that the following Petition to Par- 
liament be read, n 
e 9 


* 
i 


2 Tue Petition being nocle tin fre tedicd e 
Committee on the 18th of December, and which has been already 
inſerted at page 36, is therefore omitted here. The only amend · 
ment made in it, was the inſertion of the word * original” in the 
firſt clauſe. The clauſe, thus amended, runs in this manner, 
« That your Petitioners ſenſible of the original excellency of the 
40 E n 
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| A metin then being made an ended, and 
the queſtion. put. 

— That this Petition. be 
adopted, and dojpaſs as the AQ of this Meeting. 

The ſeveral motions following were afterwards 
fucedively mile 3nd fiedarled, and thoquettion | 
being put upon each, it was 

Reſolved unznithoully; That this Meeting have. 
ing adopted a Petition, requeſting a Reformation 
of Parliament in general terms, and appre- 
henſive that, from the generality of the Petition, 
the intention of this Meeting may be miſcon- 
ſtrued, as aiming at a Reformation of Parliament 
on principles, and to an extent which they do 
C0 0605 
Faun 


1. If a bill hall be paſſed in Parliament far 


aboliſhing at leaſt fifty of the moſt obnoxious 
— providing for the Eleftors in the ſe- 
aboliſhed a proper -gratuitous 
9 | 
and enabling them to vote, together with theFree- 
holders, in eleQions for Knights of the reſpefive 
Shires to which they belong; and alſo adding 
an adequate number of Members, not leſs than 
an hundred, in a.dno pppgention to fre fevgral 
counties and the metropolis : 
2. And if the Septennial bill ſhall be repealed: 
3. And if a bill ſhall be paſſed for admitting 
—— 
wi 


[44 ] 
with . fine certain, of the clear yearly value of 
forty ſhillings, to vote at County Eleftions of 
Members of Parliament throughout thekingdom: 

4. And laſtly, if a bill ſhall be paſſed for ſetting 
aſide nominal and fictitious votes in Scotland, 
and for regulating elections to Parliament in that 

of the kingdom, in a manner to 

the true intent and ſpirit of the tion: 
. — — ware 
ed by thoſe meaſures, will ettabliſ a reformation 
of Parliament which this County would highly 


RNeſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting, 
truſting in the experienced zeal of their Repre- 
ſentatives, Sir George Savile, Bart.: and Henry 
Duncombe, Eſq; as far as circumſtances will al- 
low, to promote the reaſonable wiſhes of their 
Conſtituents to accompliſh a ſubſtantial Reforma. 
tion of Parliament as aforeſaid, and to ſupport 
farther meaſures of ſtrict frugality, ſo indiſpenſ- 
ably neceſſary in the preſent condition of this 
— — . — theib-iavrtiey 
Repreſentatives = inſtructions on the faid 
matters. | 
Reſolved untimoutly, That the Chairman 
be directed to communicate the preceding Reſo- 
lutions to Sir George Savile and Mr. Henry 
Duncombe; and at the ſame time, in ſtrong 
terms, to expreſs to them this Mecting's grate- 
ful fenſe of their faithful and diſintereſted ſer- 
vices 


[4 1 | 
vices in Parſiament; and alſo to acquaint Fir 
George Savile with what regret the intimatiow 
of his abſence from this Meeting, occaſioned by 
ſevere indiſpoſition, was received by his-Conſti- 
wn ICI IIEnr Os 
re-eſtabliſhment of his health. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Committee MN 

of Aﬀociation be reappointed * 3 ; 


Reſolved een; That this Meeting is 
fully ſenſible of the benefits which will accrue 
to the nation from the ſalutary and cconomical 
Bills of Reform, which were paſſed in the laſt 
Seſſion of Farliament; which Reform, it truſta, 
will be perſevered in, until the grievances com- 
plained of in the former Petition of this County 
are completely redreſſed. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the following Members 
of Parliament, who have honoured this Meeting 
with their preſence, viz.—The Earl of Surrey, 
Lord Viſcount Gallway, Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne, 
Sir Charles Turner, Mr. Stanhope, and Mr. 
Henry Peirſe ; and that this Meeting doth eſteem 

the conduct of Lord Viſcount Gallway, Mr. Henry 

Peirſe, and Mr. Frankland, in appearing at it 

this day, in ſupport ofa, Petition which affects 

their private property, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed | 

proof of their diſintereſtedneſs and public fpirit. 
Reſolyed unanimouſly, That the Earl of 

Surrey, Lord Viſcount Gallway, Henry — 


* 


l 
Eſq; and Thomas Frankland, Eſq; be added to 
the Committee of Aſſociation for this 
- Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 


this Meeting be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 
the worthy Chairman of the Committee of Aſſo- 


ciation, for his indefatigable zeal and great abi- 
lies, employed in the ſervice of W 
and of the public. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That' the — of 
* Meeting be given to the — for his 
; impartial conduct. =" 
| "Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting;be 
adjourned; ſubject to a * „b men 
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v. CHALONER, Chajrmas. 
4 
SY 


Account of be Dit 2. Or * 


| . ing of the Conner. of York, n 

1 e e ee 
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R. e e 
opened the bullteſs by reading the public 
advertiſement. 

Mr. WWy n then ole, 3 oven Wit the 
Report of the Proceedin of the Committee of 
Aſſociation be read; w ich being done by the 

Mr. Wyvill addreſſed the 8812 to 
the following purports” dy 


Mr. Sanna F 
lt cant have eſcaped y dur obſervation, that 
in the narrativ which has been read to this re- 
ſpectable audience, the Committee have reported 
ſome Reſolutions which bear no immediate rela- 
tion to the objects of their commiſſion; But, 
they truſt, no apology to their Conſtituents will 
be thought n for acts of ſelfdefence in 
the Committee, or acts of juſtice to their injured 
Aſſociates; without which the honour and credit 
of the Aﬀfaiation itglt could not have been pre- 
erved entirg, | ket Rory; 5 Abe; dt, 
528 | i, 


«3 
If, on the-firſt glance, their cenſure of, the 
diſcretionary orders to the. Military Force ſhould 
be thought an exceptionable meaſure, on a little 
er 12 
be apparent. For every ort to improve 
the —— while all Law and the Conſti- 
tution lay at the mercy of an army ordered to 
e- e -u muſt „ 
nugatory. — D 
Their thanks 2s thoſe Senators * . Hoyſe 
. who oppoſed the coercion of America to uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion, and afterwards to that vir- 
tuous majority of the Commons! Houſe, who * 
voted the. diſcontinuance of offenſive war in 
America, are Reſolutions ſtill leſs liable to juſt 
objection. They are conformable to a prior 
Reſolution of this County; 3 
moreover, that all attempts to reduce the ent 
bitant power of the Crown, or to eſtabliſh a 
frugal and incorrupt expenditure: of the public 
money, muſt have been unſucceſaful till that 
X offenſive war, the abundant ſourge of corruption, 
the never-failing K 
could be effectually ſtopped. 

In conſequence of that honeſt vote of Parks» 
ment, prohibiting hoſtilities for the ſubjugation 
of America, the diſmiſſion of an hated Admini - 
ſtration became unavoidable, and the powers of 
Government were intruſted to men, in whoſe 
wiſdom, integrity, and inviolable attachment to 
NP ene 1 . 


— —— 
performed, amply 
7 merited that uke s 5 ape Wn ine Go 


0 cordially Hen them. 
A 8, ors hd obs we 


vigour and perſeveran in the generous ſtrugyle 
for Uberty, the public ſtands principally indebted. 
And if this Committee, acting in concert with 


other Deputed Bodies, may be thought to have 
promoted this ſalu from 
aſſumin F eee 
bers fre fv the efficacy and ſucceſs of their 
exertions muſt be wholly aſcribed to the weight 
and influence of this greg e by vlc 
they have been 6 nobly ſupported: 

In the commom joy on that . 
Counſels, and on the confequent correction of 
thoſe abuſes which kad excited griveral indigna- 


tion, the Committee fincerely- partake. - But 
while — e r e 


wo ne * e e che e 
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of the nation has yet been obtained. I. that 
beginning of Reformation be not followed up 
and ſuſtained by ſome more durable i 

ment of the Conſtitution, ſhort will be the ex- 
ultation of the public, . 


[if benefits derived from thoſe ſalutiry regulations. 
4 For near a century hitter experience has pre 
| that, conſtituted as it now isz the Houſe of Com- 
mons is not proof againſt Corruption. A cor- , 
rupt Houſe of Commons can be no check on 
the prodigality of Adminiſtration; and there- 
fore, withbut, a melioration of Parliament on 
the principles bf the Aſſociation, the ſame ruin- 
ous ſyſtem. of Government, under which we 
have already ſuffered ſo much, muſt be expages 
to prevail again. 
It is true, he Mividh of Corruption has fo 
that, in the hour of national calamity, his 
tomed arts were of little avail; at that critical 
period, his leſs-hardy adherents were ſtruck with 
remorſe at the wild havock made by their afliſt- 
ance in this diſmembered empire; they dreaded 
the riſing diſcontent of the people, and ſhrunk 
from the ſupport of an odious Adminiſtration. 
The Corniſh Burgeſſes, the Cinque-Port Barons, 
and the reſt of the faithful Band returned by the 
little Venal Boroughs, were found unequal to 
the taſk of Miniſterial Defence.—Againft that 
mercenary. tribe the Repreſentatives of the 
Counties and principal Towns, backed by a 
* majority of the kingdom, bad hitherto 
| © contended 
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| 
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contended ineffectually, but, on the near aps 
proach of ruin, their zeal, their unanimity pre- 
vailed, and Parliament exerted the long- — 
power of controul. 

- But can it be forgotten that even this tardy 
interpolition depended on a multitude of con- 
tingencies, without whoſe caſual —— 
the "Britiſh People might yet have been groaning, 
without a proſpect of relief, under the compli- 
cated miſery of a Corrupt Adminiſtration and a 
War of Ambition, for the forcible ſubjugation 
of their. American Brethren}, In conformity to 
the ſpirit of that Parliamentary Reſtriction, 
meaſures tending to a pacification, with the Co- 
lonies have been — ho their Independence 
has been proviſionally acknowledged and hoſti- 
lities are now continved, not for the conqueſt of 
America, but for the purpoſe of defence alone, 
againſt a hoſt of European enemies, leagued for 
our deſtruction. In this arduous conflict, though. 
wk ee a to be _—_— | 
tain may yet 
perhaps, week out of the hands of her ancient 
foes the, territories ſhe bas loſt, —But, ſhould 
the ſtruggle with of Bourbon be 
cloſed hy 4 2 e and advanta- 
geous to the extent of our expectations, 
what compenſation can be. made for 5438 Tale 
of one hundred illow o mope of money 
memberment of. the Empire ? OF, he 


Patlameat can Lene ieh the pro. 
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jected Reformation! In the extremity of national 


— the fears of that Aſſembly have over- 
the influence of Corruption; and after 


| milchiefs have been permitted, which no wiſdom 
can ever repair, the wild career of Ambition has 


deen ſtopt at laſt, when it would have been mad- 
neſs to go on. Is this our ſecurity againſt Evil 


Government? Is this the boaſted ſuperiority of 
our Conſtitution ? Or, is it not rather the moſt. 


decifive proof of its , and the abſolute 


neceſſity for a Reformation of Parliament? Mea- 


fares, leſſening the corrupt influence of Miniſters, 
have indeed received the recent ſanction of the 
; but if the root remain the branches 

will ſoon ſhoot up again ; and if a-few venal 
electors be ſuffered ſtill to place a multitude of 
Members as venal as themſelves in the Houſe of 
Commons, the diſpolition to venality, though 
checked in the hour of diſtreſs, will again pre- 
dominate in that Aﬀembly, and the means of 
8333 in à different mode perhaps, will 
de employed once more by unferupulous Mini- 
ſters with fatal fucceſs. And when extravagance, 


. Tnifrule, and every ruinous attempt ſhall be re- 


peated by that future Adminiſtration, 
we ſhall have reaſon to expect fortuitous events 
will not again combine to ſave us. In that caſe 
oppreſſive taxes muſt ſoon be the ruin uf induſtry; 


and the conſequence of ruined induſtry muſt be 


wr ery national bankruptcy, the loſs of B- 
But 


10 


But let the purity and independence of Par- 
lament be effectually reſtored, and Miniſters 
muſt ſupport their authority by very different 
means, by the wiſdom of their meaſures, and 2 
ſeady adherence to the true intereſt of the com- 
munity. Under the protection of their faithful 
Repreſentatives the People would be conſcious 
of the ſecure enjoyment ot liberty; and we 
would be ſatisfied that thoſe evils from hi 
no Government is ever wholly exempt, would 
receive, from the interpoſition of Parliament, 
every alleviation, every mitigation which human 
wiſdom could contrive. On the re eſtabliſh. 
ment of peace, there might then be à rational 
ground of hope, that an Adminiſtration, at 
once lenient and ſtrictly frugal, might gradu- 
ally difembarraſs our finances, lighten the load 
of taxes, and re-animate the induſtry and dr 
ing commerce of the community. The unri- 
valled power of our country may be ſunk never 
to riſe again; but let her Conſtitution be re- 
ſtored, and Britain might yet be a proſperous 
and happy nation. 3 

If the danger of innovation, that unceaſing 
obſtacle to all improvement, ſhould here be ob- 
jected, this Aſſembly will undoubtedly guard 
againſt that ha: ard, whatever it may be, by the 
prudence and moderation of their propoſition; 
but vague apprehenſions of danger will never 
deter them from attempting the correckion of 
abuſes, whoſe exiſtence is certain, whoſe ruinous 
effects have been recently experienced, and whoſe 
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continuance muſt prove deſtructive to their dear- 
eſt intereſts. And ſince theſe are the avowed 
ſentiments of many of our fellow. citizens, it is 
the intereſt even of Parliament itſelf to admit 
ſome ſubſtantial Reformation ; for the very ex- 
iſtence of that Aſſembly muſt be precarious, 
when it has loſt in any great degree the eſteem 
and confidente of the People. 

Happily the apparent diſpoſition of Parlia- 
ment, the declared approbation of the Cabinet, 
and above all, the rifing ſpirit of the nation, 
afford a proſpe& of ſucceſs. ' If therefore it 
- ould be the pleaſure of the County of York 
to re-appoint their Committee to fupport an 
application to the Houſe of Commons, for a 
more equal Repreſentation of the People, and 
to ſhorten the duration of Parliament, their 

beſt efforts ſhall be employed in their ſervice 
with fidelity and unremitted zeal, till, by the 
RESTORATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
on the general principles of the Aſſociation, the 
Liberty of Britain ſhall be placed once more 
upon a ſolid and ſecure foundation. 

With theſe ſentiments, and in purſuance of 
the authority intruſted to them by à former 
Meeting of the County, the Committee have 
called their Conſtituents together, to take into 
their conſideration what meaſures may be pro- 
per for the Redreſs of Parliamentary abuſes. 

ut aware that the. taſæ of Reformation is as 


difficult to be performed as it is neceffary to be 
undertaken, 


[ 
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undertaken, they have previouſly collected every 
information in their power, which might ped 
this reſpectable Aſſembly to judge what mode 
of application it will be prudent to adopt. I he 
anſwers from different parts of the kingdom, to 
their Circular Letter of the firſt of November, 
with few exceptions, concur in recommending 
a Petition in general terms: But although the 
four Propoſitions of Reform, propoſed in that 


letter, have been received with warm approba- 


tion by Committees and Corporations of great 
reſpect, and no diſapprobatioh of theſe Propoſi- 
tions has been expreſſed by any Body of Men 


2 friendly to the Reformation of Parliament; yet 


the Capital, and the Counties of Suſſex, Middle- 
ſex, and Huntingdon, having adviſed that the 
ropoſal of Inſtructions to your Members, to 


ſupport thoſe meaſures in Parliament, ſhould be 


poſtponed, your Committee are of opinion that, 
for the preſervation of union with the ſeveral 
Petitioning Bodies, it is expedient that Inſtruc- 
tions from this Meeting ſhould be deferred; 
but not without ſome Reſolution, expret 
your approbation of thoſe articles of Reform. 
The Petition which | am directed to lay before 
the County is therefore drawn in general te 
and I alſo hold in my hand two Reſolutions, ap- 
proving the Propoſitions of the Circular Letter, 
and poſtponing the meaſure of Inſtructions, 
which will be reſpectively ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of this Aſſembly. 2 
„ I now 
0 | 
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I now move, Mr. * WER that the Petition 


may be read. 

Mr. H. Duncomss roſe to ſecond the motion 
of the Rev. Mr. Wyvill. He begged leave to 
expreſs the ſatisfaction he felt at Meeting his 


Conſtituents, to whom he was attached by every 
principle of duty and obligation; and he met 
them with the more ſatisfaction, as he truſted 


de had endeavoured to diſcharge the office they 


had conferred upon him with a laborious, and 


he hoped he might add, with an honeſt aſſiduity. 
With reſpe& to the propriety of the Petition, he 


obſerved that the original excellency of the Con- 


ſtitution of our Government could be main- 


tained only by a due preſervation of the Balance 


of its conſtituent parts. The democratical part 
had loſt much weight, and the power of the 
people had greatly failed by the inequality of 
their Repreſentation. Indeed, the people could 


— 


not, with truth, be ſaid 10 be repreſented, if the 
word Repreſentation had any meaning in the En- 


gliſh language. We had long ſeen the little 


venal decayed boroughs repreſented by perſons 


of different deſcriptions, to whoſe very names 


their Conſtituents were perhaps ſtrangers. Some 
wretched Contractor, who went to Parliament 


as he went to the Alley, in the way of ſpecula- 


tion—Some Indian Governor, rich with the 


ſpoils of plundered provinces,” who purchaſed, 
thereby, impunity to his crimes, by. a vote of 


ready acquicſcence fo every Miniſter and every 
| meaſure 


ts 1 


meaſure - mutually ſupporting, and fopported 
by, Miniſterial Delinquency. A ſtill greater 
grievance pr ed, and a new ſpecies of Par- 
ere ence-had been introduced. The. 

bob of Arcot, and the Rajah of Tanjore, he 

confidently aſſured, had now fitting in our 
Parliament no leſs than ſeven or eight Members, 
whoſe ſeats they had purchaſed. Theſe Aſiatic 
Princes, rivals in power and intereſt, and each 
occaſionally connected with, or oppoſed to, the 
Engliſh Eaſt- India Company, have by corrupt 
means placed their reſpective Repreſentatives in 
the Britiſh, Senate. Nay, abuſes ſtill more alarm 
ing were to be apprehended. Was it unfair to 


5 argue, that by the ſame means, though to much 


more fatal purpoſes, our natural enemies, the 
French, might exert the ſame influence, and 
their Monarch might ſeat his Emiſſaries in our 
Houſe of Commons? Yet, though ſuch was the 
unhappy ſtate of our Parliamentary Repreſenta- 
tion, he derived hope and conſolation from the 
ſpirit and virtue of the people exerting them- 
ſelves for its Redreſs, in concert with ſome of 
the greateſt characters of this age and country. 
We know there are ſeveral men in high ſtations, 
who, though of different parties and diſcordant 
principles, are however united in this point 
united all in the acknowledged neceſſity of Par- 
liamentary Reformation. He therefore doubted 
not but, by unanimity and perſeverance, ſucceſs 
might till be obtained, and hoped any additi- 

onal 
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onal argument was needleſs to induce that Meet- 
ing to ſupport the preſent Meaſure. 
Mr. STannoys roſe to give his hearty 

bation to the propoſed Petition. ie ſaid he had 
ever concurred in principle with the Aſſociation 
of Yorkſhire, though, from its particular 
he did not think himſelf at liberty to ſigni 
He now derived ſome ſatisfaction from that cir- 


cumſtance, becauſe it gave him an opportunity 5 


of declaring with the greater impartiality how 
firmly he approved of the Meafures, and how 
highly he . the zeal, the integrity, and 
the aſtoniſhing labours of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee in the Public Cauſe, more particularly 
thoſe of their excellent Chairman. That Gen- 
tleman, he obſerved, would not need his exhor- 
tations to proceed in the path he was purſuing, 

and whatever was the ſucceſs of his labours, they 
would, he truſted, meet with the beſt of all 
earthly rewards—the Love and Approbation of 
his Fellow-Citizens. | - - 

He regretted the abſence of Sir George Savile 
from that Meeting, but had the pleaſure of ac- 
quainting it, that that worthy Repreſentative 
was declared by his Phyſicians to be out of all' 
danger, from the ſevere indiſpoſition which had 
prevented his attending there. He was with Sir 
George on Sunday laſt, who ſaid that he was 
ſure his Conſtituents would do him the credit 
to believe, that he perſevered in the ſame ſenti- 


ments he had ever profeſſed.” | = 


Ls] | 
Mr. Stanhope, now adverting to the Petiti 

before them, ſaid, that whoever conſiders 5 
ſtate of Repreſentation i in this country, muſt be 
firuck with its imperfection in a variety of in- 
ſtances. The Burgage Tenuret, he obſerved, do 
not partake of any one quality belonging to the 
people. Their Members have no Conſtituents | 


to repreſent 'or be anſwerable to. The only, 
poſlible tie upon them is, that they are generally 
in the hands of the rich, who, if the country 
ſuffers, muſt ſuffer along with it. But the ſame 
obſervation holds with regard to the Lords, and f 
whereas, a Member of the Houſe of Comment” 
ſtands not in the light of a Nobleman, but. ra- 
ther of an Attorney or Agent acting for others. 
Some circumſtances relating to theſe boroughs 
were, he ſaid, quite inſulting. There is one in 
the county of Suſſex, near the ſeat of a Peer, 
and his park-wall has ix or eight black | flones in it, 
every one of which has a Vote for a Member of- 
Parliament. If we conſider the ſtate of Repre- 
ſentation in this County, we ſhall find that, of 
the thirty Members which it ſends to Parliament, 
eighteen are ſent by boroughs of private pro-. 
perty ; and of the remaining twelve many are 
far from being purely conſtituted. He tho 

the thanks of the Meeting were b win, my 
to a Noble Lord (Lord Gallway) then preſent, 
who had ſtood forward in ſupport of a. Parlia- 
mentary Reform, although he was the ner 
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of a borough in this county ; and had declared | 
at the late County Meeting at Nottingham, that 
no private conſideration of his own ſhould ſtand 
in the way of the Public Good. 

Mr. Stanhope faid, it might perhaps be urged. 
in favour of private boroughs, that they do no 
harm, but our complaint againſt them is, that 
they do no Good. To evince their ſtate of medio- 
crity, he obſerved that in the diviſions upon 
ſome late intereſting queſtions in Parliament the. 
Members for theſe boroughs balanced about 
equally, or as 28 to 29. He then took notice 
of other claſſes of pernicious boroughs, viz.— 
Thoſe which for a century paſt have been under 
the influence of the Firſt Lords of the Treaſury 
and Admiralty, and the ſubje& of continual con- 
teſt between them; and thoſe which are wholly 
under the controul of the Miniſter. There was, he 
faid, another deſcription of boroughs ſtill worſe; 
ſuch as carry their freedom to market, and ſet 
it at a price: Theſe, inſtead of controuling their 
Members, are controuled by them, and the Mem- 
bers themſelves purchafing their ſeats as they 
would purchaſe any other property, with a view 
towards increaſing their wealth, have their price 
alſo, and ſell themſelves to Miniſtry. Hence it 
is that the Nabob of-Arcot has more votes in 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons than the whole 


County of York; and, what is ſtill more la- 


mentable, this evil fights againſt the morals as 
well as the liberties of the nation, threatening it 
| with 


6 EE - 
with the fate of the Italians, who from a-cor- 
rupted people became an enſlaved one, and have 
continued fo for near twenty centuries. | 
He ſaid that, taking the queſtion in a more 
general point of view—admitting the Houſe of 
Commons did in any degree anſwer the purpoſes 
of its truſt, ſome defects might be overlooked. 
But had it done ſo? The national attention had 
for ſome years been drawn to the unfortunate 
American war. He believed, at its {inſt com- 
mencement, there might be a_majority for it; 
but for ſome years paſt there was clearly a ma- 
jority of the nation againſt the farther proſecu- 
tion of it. In the laſt Seſſion but one, at leaſt 
four fifths of the County Members oppoſed it, 
and alſo ſupported meaſures for checking the 
progreſs of Corruption. Yet, though as con- 
ſiderable a majority of the People, and (he be- 
lieved) of the Ariſtocracy too, as eſtabliſhed the 
ſucceſſion of the Princeſs Sophia, were againſt it, 
the American war was perſevered in, and carried 
on with increaſing expence and misfortune, ſolely 
by dint of the undue influence of the Crown 
over Parliament, nor at laſt deſerted till the un- 
fortunate campaign of 1781, From this recent 
inſtance, it appears that Parliament, in the moſt 
preſling circumſtances, has not anſwered the 
purpoſes of its truſt: Nay, it was the opinion 
of many, that, through the prevalence of the 
fame influence, Lord North, the Miniſter whom, 
all united to turn out, was every moment lik 
to 
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to be again called in power; therefore it Was 
neceflary we ſhould perſevere, and be upon our 

ard. ; 
we argument had been uſed by ſome, chat 
much had been already done. Much indeed 
bad been done. The G and Revenue 
Officers“ bills were paſſed, and, through Mr, 
Burke's bills, ſome important ceconomical 2 
lations had been e Mr. Stanhope — 
made a ſhort digreſſion in defence of that Gen- 
tleman, who, he conceived, had been more 
hardly thought of than he merited in the con- 
ſtruction put upon his conduct, with reſpect to 
the ſuppoſed abandoning of part of the original 
object of his bills. But this was not the caſe: 
The Two White Staves, the Comptroller and 
Treaſurer of the Houſehold were ſuffered to re- 
main, becauſe they contribute to the ſplendor 
of the Crown, and are very oſtenſible places. 
The Ordnance was turned over to the Duke of 
Richmond, who ſuggeſted that Mr. Burke's re. 
gulations therein did not go far enough. Fewer 
places were aboliſhed by the bill of 1782, than 
that of 1780, becauſe ſeveral were intended to 
be ſtruck off by the Throne itſelf. | 

He begged pardon for this pro- 
feſſed himſelf a determined advocate for a Par- 
liamentary Reform, and repeated his forme? ob- 
ſervation, That the man who bought would ſell: 
That the price of a Seat in Parliament was now 
better known than the price of a horſe; * 


— — — — — — — 


that without ſuch 2 

preſentation 

Miniſters muſt have 2 + nj and thoſe ma- 
jorities muſt be b ut, t be ob- 
tained by any othef means. 1 of 2 
more equal R tation ſhould not prevail, 


the aboliſhing piace would prove rather a griev - 
ance than otherwiſe, becauſe now if a man votes 


inſt the intereſt of his Country, he is re- 
warded for ſo doing by a place. If theſe are 
aboliſhed, he muſt'be paid privately under tlie 
table, of courſe he becomes more dangerous, an 

n enemy being preferable to a ſecret ane. 
Mie ſtated one material conſid@ation in favour 
of an additional County Repreſentation, which 

was this: That it will emancipate the Miniſter 

from the hands of monied men; though he be- 
lie &d that the loans of the two laſt years aroſe 
from corrupt motives in the Miniſter ; yet in 
general 2 Miniſter could not help himſelf, bei . 
in the poweßhof monied people. be land | 
the burthen of the „and people will more; 
| chearfully ſubmit to that burthen, when 
know it is impoſed by their Repreſentatives, 
and not by Money-Jobbers. 

Some perſons, he obſerved, pay Aa greater re- 
gard to Authorities than to ee he would 
therefore recur to a few authorities, illuſtrating 
the*propriety and neceſſity of the preſent appli-' 
cation for a Parliamentary Reform. He then 
ern Preſident Mon- 

teſquieu, 


Juſtice Bladcftone, en the dan 


fluence preyailing/in the 
the neceſſi and vi 


tion. He potet thew the great Earl 
of Chath That if the Wen boroughs did 
not dp if che Als ths withitt che century, they. | 


muſt be amputated,” and Ihat beautiful i image, 
uſed by the ſame Noble Earl, when he mention- 
ed the neceflity of  infuling ſreſh healti$and 
vigour into the ſound part of our Repreſenta- 
tion, by the addition of County Members.” 
He adverted w the curious arguments uh 
_ againſt the meaſure he was now enforcing, at a 
late Meeting of the County.of Northumberland, 
viz. That if we called for more County Mem- 
bers, the Miniſters would call for mort Ha- 
Tax. This, he faid, yas reverſing the objecti- 
ons againſt the American war. THEN it was 
denied that Taxativh and Repreſ go to- 
gether. Now they cannot hg ſeparated, and we 
are not to be repreſented for fear of being taxed. 
The true anſwer to this reaſoning is, that a 
good Government is a cheap one, and that if we are 
well governed we ſhall not be opprefled.” , .. 
It might perhaps be objected, That the preſent 
was an improper time to Petition Parliament. Mr. 
Charles Townſhend uſed to ſay, Petitions were 
improper at two ſeaſons; the ſeaſons of peace 
and the ſeaſons of war, In peace, becauſe they 
tended to diſturb the general tranquillity ; and, 
| in 
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mY war, i 


ment for 

= Mr. Stan 2 Wees 
the * V ben wb had = Je 

n Sy 

of — ert 7 to eman- 

cipate qurſel . nhg of Miniſters, 

It wat dhe pt F the Miniſter ſoli- 


cited their ſupporgy 


nevey got —— frm 
the Great ſtan 

how Magna Chart 
peace. Finally, he Sw Ph > Sher 
Aſſembly, from theſe conſidęrations, to perſevere 
in their efforts, besehen but they would be 
crowned with ſucceſs «4 « « 

Dr. Swix ver, after complimenting Mr. Stan- 
hope on the rectitude of his heart and the 

neſs of his head, exprefled his higheſt approba - 
tion to the buſineſs of 

Mr. EpmunDs dwelt upon the preſent inade- 
quate ſtate of the Repreſentation; rejoiced that 
a proſpect of redreſs was at hand, and exhorted 
his countrymen to unite in a firm phalanx, and 
tell Parliament they expect relief, and muſt have 
it ; complimented the Committee on their able 
and unbiafſed exertions in the public cauſe, and 
ſpoke in terms of the higheſt reſpect of their 
worthy Chairman, whoſe conduct, he faid, was 
above all praiſe, - The Petition, he ſaid, was no 
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8 matte it was, neit "Ry to ** af: 
barraſs the meabares of,Governmt, nor diſturb 
the peace of the nation and he hoped i God 
it would be er ned -with* the deſired ſu 
GENERAL H bought 
jeſty had honguted him wi 
body of his farces, und as 


in a different fituation, from 
ſtood when laſt in 2 


2 conſequently 
that in which he 
m) to declare his * 


principles. — moſt WY friend to Pe- 
titions of he F People, 2 in that he thought 
himſelf a frieng to the. The Crown, he 


hoped, had now cqme over to the People. The 
intereſts of the former were inſeparable from 
thoſe of the latter. 1 hoped to ſee the Peti- 
tion ſucceed, an Id a free Parliament, 
by which the po. bay as well. as the 0 will 
be free. 

' Alderman Sir CARL ts Toan FR came for- 
ward, and with great emqtion of mind, ex- 
preſſed, in the warmeſt terms, his eſteem and 
veneration for the worthy General, whoſe pub- 
lic avowal of ſentiments, ſo pure and conſtitu- 
tional, fituated as he was, muſt endear him to 
his fellow-citizens. Sir Charles, alluding to the 
antient authorities quoted in favour. of the pre- 
ſent meaſure, declared that theſe had much leſg 
weight with him than the authority derived 
from the wiſe and upright condu of the County 
of York in its late and preſent proceedings; and 


he hoped his children and grand-children would 
prefer 
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prefer reading "the counts of the loyal and 
peaceable * of that County, its Commit- 
tee, and their Chairman, held in that place, to 


ſtudying the claſſics. No he faid, could 
object to the Petition before chem—it was mo- 


derate and Sir Charles related k 
converſation which he held laſt Friday with the 
3 of the Exchequer.— He told him he 

to meet his Conſtituents, and aſked 
if if he ; hot deliver any meſſage from him re- 
ſpecting the Melioration of Parliament. Mr. 
x anſwered, © That he moſt certainly meant 
to go fully into the matter after the holidays, 
when he ſhould be better informed of the ſenſe 
of the People of England, and when, after the 
negociations for peace, now pending, he might 
be more at leiſure to give the ſubject that confi. 
deration it merited. 

Mr. Hoccard roſe next, and as he held A 
place in the Corporation of Beverley, thought it 
his duty to ſpeak his mind on the preſent occa- 
ſion. He gave the Meeting to underſtand, that 
he had the honour of being a Magiſtrate ; and 
though not Chief Magiſtrate, yet Deputy to Sir 
James Pennyman, the preſent Mayor of Beverley. 
The Deputy then gave an account of a corre- 
ſpondence he had had with his Chief reſpecting 
the Circular Letter of the Committee, ſent to. 
different Corporations ; who appeared by his 
anſwers to diſapprove of an application for a 
Reform of Parliament, as not well timed. —The 


Deputy. 


| ternal defence of the kingdom. The purport of 
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Deputy alſo produced a letter which he recom- 


mended the Chamber of Beverley to ſend to 
Mr. Wyvill, but they declining to write, be 
thought it neceſſary to be produced and read at 
this Meeting. It diſapproved of the Committee 


preſcribing any Plan to Parliament, and thought 


it a more adviſable ſtep to contribute to the ex- 


what the Speaker advanced ſeemed to go to 
prove, that Beverley was not a venal Corpora- 
tion, and that it ought not to ſuffer with the 
others. What language, ſays he, have I heard 
this day——threaten Parliament !—aboliſh Bo- 


| roughs!—aboliſh Corporations! fad arguments; 


4 


What! disfranchiſe Beverley —And ſo Mr. 
Deputy ended. 


Sir Warrs HorTox thought that had Sir | 
James Pennyman, the Principal, delivered his 


opinion perſonally, it would have come with 
better grace than by his Deputy. That the Pe- 
tition was not at all affected by any thing which 


had been advanced by the Deputy. The letter 


which the Deputy had read was only his own 
private opinion, and the Chamber of Beverley 


had declined adopting it. He had heard of no 


threat to Parliament. They were only demand - 


ing what they conceived to be their rights. No 
innovation was intended. No alteration re- 


quired in the form of the Conſtitution. It con- 


ſiſted of * Lords, and Commons. —A fair 


Repreſentation 
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Repreſentation i in the Commons is all the P 
defire, which at preſent they have not. 

Mr. HILL took the fame ground. The Con- 
ſtitution, he ſaid, conſiſted of three parts: A King 
hereditary; hereditary Peers; and a Houſe oX 
Commons, which the Conſtitution ſuppoſes to be 
choſen by the People. Unleſs the People have a 
real, active, and effective Repreſentation of them- 
ſelves in Parliament, they cannot, with propriety, | 
be ſaid to have any ſhare in the Government 
of this country. The privilege of the Commons 
Houſe is, that the People are to grant their own 
money by their own Repreſentatives. . The pre- 
ſent Petition, therefore, does no more than re- 
peat the Petition of Rights, where it ſays, * That 
no man ſhall be compelled to make or yield any 

gift, loan, benevolence, or tax, without the 
COMMON CONSENT by Act of Parliament.” 
To prove that we are not duly repreſented, a 
ſtronger caſe cannot happen than that of the laſt 
General Election, when, though the People were 
much diſcontented with their Members, yet, 
through the preſent defective frame of the Houſe 
of Commons, they could do little towards the 
removal of thoſe Members, or(till ſome time after · 
wards) of the Miniſter they had long diſapproved. 
Mr. Hoggard had objected that this was not 2 pro- 
per time to petition: Fact and hiſtory would ſhew 
us, that the propereſt time to apply for the re- 
dreſs of a grievance, was when it was felt. An 
Nog On Gentleman had remarked that _ 

L. II. f E 


be faid, lately converſed with Gentlemen of the 


' 4 
na Charta was not obtained in the time of peace; 


he might have added, that the famous Bill of 


Rights was alſo paſſed upon the emergency of 
the caſe when prefling grievances exiſted. The 


- exconomical Petition of this County was pre- 


ſented under a felt grievance, and it was not 
without its effect: The Houſe of Commons took 
it up, though in a time of war: Nor indeed'is 
it their peculiar office to be employed in the ma- 
nagement of a war. Petitloning he afferted to 
be the unalienable right of the People of England; 
as much their right as their lands or any other 
; and, for the reaſons before given, he 
highly approved of the Petition under dont 
deration. 
The Eart, of Surrey remarked, that Mr. 
Wyvill and the other Gentlemen had ſpoken ſo 
fully to the meaſures under diſcuflion, that little 
more was left for him to ſay, than to declare his 
entire approbation of thoſe meaſures. He had, 


London and Weſtminſter Committees, who in- 
formed him that thoſe Committees did not dif- 
approve of the Propoſitions recommended by 
the Yorkfhire Committee, otherwiſe than on 
account of the inexpediency of offering any ſpe- 
cific Propofitions at this time. That thoſe Com- 


mittees thought it better to Petition generally, as 
the means of meeting with univerſal approbation. 


His Lordſhip faid, that an addition of County 


— be — : That the Duke of 
a Richmond's 
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Richmond's Plan was merely theoretical, and 
generally deemed impracticable. Lord Surrey 
then related 2 converſation he had with his 
Grace the Duke of Richmond, who ſaid that he 
had ſtudied the Plan of a Parliamentary Reform 
from its ſource, and that he thought the Repre- 
{ſentation not perfect, unleſs every man was re- 


preſented; but as he found it was thought im- 


practicrble, he as ready ta ſupport any other 
Plan that might by the Public be thought more 
likely to ſucceed.. His Lordſhip ſaid, he wilhed 
that all thoſe perſons who were oppoſite to the 
Petition now before them, would have ſtood 
forth and avowed ſuch oppoſition. Only one 


had appeared; the, Gentleman from Beverley, 


Tho need not be apprehenſive for the fate of 


chat borough, as his Lordſhip conceived it to be 
A reſpectahle one. Indeed that Gentleman's at- 
tendance there ſhewed the borough to be con- 
ſcious of the ground on which it ſtood. No 
perſon could be againſt the preſent Petition, ex- 


cept the Proprietors of purchaſed Boroughs. The 


of Lord Gallway, the Proprietor of the 
. Bargughof Pontefract, whocamethereto fupport 


| "a meaſure, tending to overturn his own intereſt, 


and of another Gentleman then preſent, + (the 
W 15 half a e ought to be held 
bot 


5 Aa Peirſe, 400 of Bulle, Proptictor of katf of tbe Bo- 
rough of Nortbgllertoriz to wlom, and to Lord Gallway, the vote 
ol thanks by the County, on this occafion, was juſtly due. 


=- 
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out as 2 reproach to thoſe men who wiſh to 
ſtand well with the People, and yet ſupport in 
Parliament, with all their eloquence, the with- 
holding from them thoſe Rights which time has 
robbed them of. Before Lord Surrey fat down, 
he obſerved that he was lately appointed Lord 

Lieutenant of the Weſt-Riding of this County, 
but he was as independent as ever. He was 

the Servant of the People, and ready to obey 
their commands. His Lordſhip concluded with 
obſerving, that the inequality of our Repreſen- 
tation was a mortal grievance, which, if re- 
moved, our Conſtitution would ftand a chance 
of perpetuity. 

The Petition and the Reſolutions approving the 
Propoſitions of the Circular Letter, and poſtpon- 
ing the Meaſure of Inſtructions, having been 
adopted by the Meeting, Mr. Wyvill addreſſed 
the Meeting again. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, 
Ihe Petition having been adopted, with una- 
nimous approbation by this Meeting, I riſe with- 
out heſitation to propoſe the re-appointment of 
your Committee with its former powers. With- 
out ſuch a Deputed Body, the meaſures you have 
juſt agreed to can have no continued ſupport. . 
It is the great diſadvantage of the People, that, 
in all their exertions, the Collective Body can- 


not frequently be called together ; it would be 
too 
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too fatiguing to aſſemble the Freeholders from 
every part of this great County, on any but 


great and important queſtions. The appoint- 


ment of a Committee to manage the detail of 
buſineſs, is uſual in matters of leſs moment; in 
2 queſtion of this magnitude it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, it is indeed the only pacific meaſure by 
which you can have a chance of ſucceſs. Before 
the commencement of theſe County Meetings, 
found diſcontents prevailing, and I heard lan- 
guage which, in my apprehenſion, had a ten- 
dency to commotion: I thought it behoved an 
honeſt man to try what could be done for pro- 
curing Redreſs by regular and legal means. With 
this view I came forward from that ſituation of 
obſcure, but happy independence, from which 
nothing could have brought me forth, but a 
ſenſe of danger to the Liberties of our Country. 
What has been done by the Committee, appears 
to me to have been for the good of the country; 
and I am alſo fully fatisfied, it has been done 
lawfully. There was a time when men in power 
were not a little concerned to find out any ille- 
gality in the proceedings of your Committee : 
If there had been any, it much behoved them to 
point it out. If other arguments for the law- 
fulneſs of Committees were wanting, I ſhould 
be ſatisfied in it from the acquieſcence of thoſe 
men whoſe intereſt it was to break them up. 
In the courſe of this buſineſs I have had my 
ſhare of fatigue, I have met with obloquy and 

| E3 reproach 
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reproach, but I ſtood forth from an apprehen ; 
fion of danger to the Conſtitution: I feel myſelf 
ſupported by the conſciouſneſs of having afted 
as became an honeſt man, unconnected with men 
in power or out of it: I am happy in the appro- 
bation which my friends have expreſſed ;- and 
and while I have the confidence of this Aſſembly, 
I ſhall not withdraw from the Public Service. 

I therefore move that the Committee be re- 
appointed with its former powers. 

The motion for re-appointing the Committee 
having been paſſed, Reſolutions, expreſſing the 
ſenſe of the Meeting, reſpecting the benefits 
which will accrue to the nation from the cecono- 
mical bills, &c. paſſed laſt Seſſion, and thanking 
Lord Viſcount Gallway, Mr. H. Peirſe, and Mr 
Frankland, for their diſintereſted ſupport of 
Petition which affects their private property, 
| were unanimouſly agreed to. 

Lord GALLWwaY then roſe, and exprefled his 
ſatisfaction in finding that any act he had done 
merited the approbation of ſo reſpectable an 
Aſſembly. His Lordſhip acquainted them that 
he had the honour of propoſing a fimilar Petition 
to the preſent one at the late Meeting of Not- 
tinghamſhire, which, though then ſigned but 
by few names, the Meeting being thinly attend- 
ed, (owing to inſufficient notice) had now re- 
ceived the fignature of a conſiderable majority 
of the Freeholders. Nothing ſhould be wanting 


in his endeavours, either in or out of the Houſe, 
£0 
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to promote the objects of theſe Petitions. His 
Lordſhip declared his perſuaſion, that as we have 
reaſon to think the preſent Miniſtry are with us 
in the meafure of promoting an equality in the 
Parliamentary Repreſentation, it cannot be urged 
forward in a better moment than the preſent. 


The Meeting having alſo voted thanks to the 
Rev. Mr. Wyvill, he came yy and * 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, . E's 
Il feel myſelf much at a loſs for words. I am 
much affected by the vote of thanks, by ſo re- 
ſpectable an Aſſembly. I can only ſay, ſince my 
conduct has the approbation of this Meeting, I 
truſt I ſhall have-tho ert and the —_— to 
perſevere in it, 


_ + hp Nunzzx X. 
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Paper I. 

Letter from the Committee of Southwark, to the 
Chairman of the Committee Aſſociation of 
the County of York, with the Reſolution of the 
Southwark Committee, on Friday the 22d Sh 
of November, 1 782, annexed. 


Sir, | 
FOUR kind favour, convey- 
ing the ſentiments of the Yorkſhire Committee, 
I received the 2oth inſtant, and agreeable to 
your requeſt laid it before the firſt Meeting of 
the Southwark Committee, by whom I am de- 
fired to tranſmit to you 'the Reſolutions of a 
General Meeting of the EleQors of Southwark, 
holden at St. Margaret's Hill on Thurſday laſt, 
and alſo the Reſolutions of the Committee. I 
am further deſired by the Southwark Commit. 
tee to inform you, they will at all times be 
happy to receive any information the Gentlemen 
of the Yorkſhire Committee may be pleaſed to 
communicate. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RICH. CARPENTER SMITH. 
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AT a Meeting of the Southwark Committee 
on Friday the 22d day of November, 
1702, ; 


RICHARD CARPENTER SMITH, Efq; 
In the Chair. 


THIS Meeting having taken into conſidera- 
tion a Letter received by Mr. Smith from the 
Rev. c 
ſhire Committee, 

Reſolved, That copies of the Reſolutions 
and Petition, made and ſettled in Common Hall 
yeſterday, be ſent by the Chairman to Mr. Wy. 
vill, and that he be acquainted that this Com- 
mittee will adopt and mean to abide by the 
fame, 


Paper II. 


L 74 ] 


Paper II. 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Electors of South- 
wark, on the 21/t day of November, 1782. 


a 
— * 
« * 


7  - SOUTHWARK. 

AT a Meeting of the Electors of this Bo- 

2 _ in Town Hall afſembled, on Thurſ- 
day the 21ſt day of November, 1782, 

purtkant to public advertiſement. .. 


JOSEPH QUINCEY, Eſq; in the Chair. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, i 
AT the moſt excellent Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, as formed by our forefathers, appears 
to us in no circumſtances more grievoully de- 
faced than in the preſent unequal Repreſentation 
of the People, which continual experience hath 
proved to be no leſs productive of calamities to 
this country than deſtructive to the Rights of 
Engliſhmen. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That without a com- 
prehenſive and thorough Reform of the Repre- 
ſentation of the People, there can neither be any 
radical cure of the corruption arifing from Mi- 
niſterial influence, nor any permanent ſecurity 


M4 
againſt treachery or faction, to the wiſeſt and 
moſt virtuous, whoſe beſt ſupport is from a 
Houſe of Commons, which ſprings as ours was 
intended to do really and eſſectually from the 
maſs of the people. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That long Parliaments 
having been found by experience productive of 
bribery and corruption at elections, it is there- 
fore highly neceſlary for the recovery and ſecu- 
rity of our liberties, and the true intereſt gf the 
people, to re-eſtabliſh that conſtitutional dura- 
tion of Parliaments ſettled at the Revolution. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Petition now 
read be approved and ne and ſigned by 
the Chairman. 

Reſolved — That our e 
tives be inſtructed, and they are hereby inſtructed 
to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to obtain effectu- 
ally the grand objects of this Petition, and to 
preſent the ſaid Petition to the. Commons Houſe 
of Parliament. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to Sir Richard-Hotham, one 
of the Repreſentatives for this borough, for his 
unremittedattendance onParliamentary buſineſs, 
and for his ſteady and uniform conduct in ſups 
porting the true intereſt of this country in ge- 
neral, and the Borongh of Southwark in parti 
cular, eſpecially for his ſupport given in the laſt 
Seſſion, for a Committee to be appointed for an 
| n into the Repreſentation of the kingdom, 
and 
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and for the voting for the ſhortening the dura- 
tion of Parliament, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Committee be 
appointed to correſpond and confer with the 
other Committees of the Cities and Counties of 
the kingdom, for promoting the object of the 
Petition, and ſuch other meaſures as may he 
conducive to Parliamentary Reformation. 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following 
gentlemen compoſe the' Committee, viz. 
Dunkin, Mr. Henry Sumner, Mr. John Burnitt, 
Mr. Webſter, and Mr. Speck, of St. John's 
Mr. Bonsfield, Mr. Griffin, and Mr. Holcom 
of St. Olave ;—Richard Carpenter Smith, Eſq; 
Mr. Bradley, and Mr. Stafford, of St. Saviour; 
Mr. Saunders, of St. Thomas ;—and William 
Winter, Eſq; Mr. Henry Pigeon, ſen. and E 

uincey, of St. George's. 
eſolved unanimouſly, That the faid d. 
mittee have power to add to their number. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That th&thanks of 
this Meeting be given to our worthy Members, 
for their ready attendance this day in the Town- 
Hall. 

Reſolved, That it is the inſtruction of this 
 Common-Hall to the Repreſentatives of this Bo- 
rough, that they do vote for triennial Parlia- 
ments, in preference to ſeptennial, whenever 
ſuch a Bill ſhall be brought before the Houſe of 
Commons—one diſſentient. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 

Common 
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Common Hall be given to the Chairman, for his 
impartial behaviour. 
Reſolved, That the Reſolutions'of this day be 
publiſhed in the London Courant. 
** by order of the Meeting, 
Jos. er. Chairman. 


Paper III. 
Letter from Rona ar LAxI, Z, Mayor of Bide- 

ford, to the Chairman f the Committee of 
| Aﬀociation of the-Couaty of York. 


Bipszroap, Nov. 22, 1782. 


| A8 Mayor of this place, I was this 
day honoured with your pfinted proceedings of 
the Committee of Aſſociation for the County of 
York, on the 31ſt of October and the iſt inſtant, 
which I beg leave to affure you meet with my 
warmeſt approbation, but this town (though of 
no ſmall conſequence) hath not the honour of 
being repreſented in Parliament. | 
I am, Sir, 
Tour moſt humble ſervant, - 

ROB. LAKE, 


| Mayor of Bideford, Devon. 


Sir, 
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"0 IV. 


La from the Corporation of Tenby, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Aſſociation FE 
tbe County of York. 


BY the order and unanimous conſent of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the Bo- 
rough of Tenby, aſſembled on a general 
ſummons, ſigned by Lawrence Cook, 
Mayor; William Williams, Alderman 
and Town Clerk; Thomas Williams, 
Alderman; Henry Williams, Alderman; 
Robert Reed, Alderman; Evan Bevan, 
Chamberlain; Walter Bevan, John Sayer, 


< Hugh Mountjoy, Harry Morgan, Com- 
mon Councilmen of the ſaid Borough. | 


Reverend Sir, 
THE Mayor of this Borough having 


received account of the Proceedings of the York» 
ſhire Committee of Aſſociation, reſpecting Re- 
formation of Parliament, with all convenientſpeed 
aſſembled the Common Council to conſider the 
ſame. They think themſelves highly honoured 
by the application of that reſpectable conven- 
tion to the Corporation of Tenby for their opi- 


nion and advice; and hold themſelves bound 
to 


1 79 J 
to communicate their beſt ſentiments on that 
very important ſubject. | 
"Firſt, Seren Aab thy that there are 
many objectionabſe Boroughs; they cannot ſæy 
how many, namely, ſuch as are gone to decay, 
and have few or no conſtituents; for where 
there is ſcarce any one to be repreſented; repre- 
ſentation ſhould ceaſe, But if the few Burgeſſes 
of ſuch places be united with the Freeholders 
of their reſpective County, (as in County Bo- 
roughs) that ſeems a ſufficient compenſation. — 


A Repreſentation alſo where the Crown has the 


aſcendant, is totally unconſtitutional; for Par- 
liament is the Guardian of the Rights and Pro- 
perty of the Subject. Counties, undoubtedly, 
ſhould have a greater weight in the Parliamen- 


tary ſcale; a great County being now equalled 


by even an evaneſcent Borough. But moſt elec- 
toral Boroughs have now, more or tes, loſt the 
benefit of their privilege. Occaſional Bn 

are ſo numerons as to out-poll Freemen through 
Right; and a benefit which ſhould be local, no 
longer is ſo. The following perſons have'the 
beſt pretenſions to local franchiſes, ſuch as either 
before or after admiſſion to their freedom, ac- 
quire a legal ſettlement there, by birth, ſervice, 
apprenticeſhip, office, taxes, tenure, or property; 
ſuch as have reſided there ſome-time, eſpecially if 
reſident when madeBurgeſfſes; ſuch as havemarri- 
ed a freeman's daughter; ſerved or ſerve a corpo- 
ration office, W 
Secondly, 


1 
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Secondly, As to the Septennial Bill, if "FAR 
ſentatives abuſe their truſt, are corrupt, or ſpeak 
not the voice of their Rondituents, the ſooner 
they can be exchanged the better : for if. their 
own ſingle opinion differs from that of their 
numerous Electors, the latter ought not to be 
ſuppreſſed, becauſe it may prove the moſt or- 
thodox. The moſt we think a Member (who, 
we allow, is ſo for himſelf as well as others) can 
do, is, after juſtly reporting the ſenſe of his 
Conſtituents, to declare his own, and why he 
diſapproves of theirs. 


Thirdly, Copyholders of inheritance, whoſe 


property cannot be affected at the Lord of the 
Manor's will, but ſtands ſecure on the baſis of 
invariable and permanent , cuſtoms, ought to 
have a Repreſentative; for laws may be made 
affefting copyholds ſolely, and ſuch eſtates are 
liable to Parliamentary charges: a Repreſenta- 
tive can moſt effectually aſſert their cauſe. 
Fourthly, Fictitious and nominal votes ſhould 


be by all means aboliſhed in Scotland, and every 


where elſe. 
I am, Reverend Sir, 


With great reſpect, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
W. WILLIAMS, Town Clerk. 


P. S. Diſtin& from the Members of the Bo- 
rough of 'Tenby, I beg to mention myſelf as a 
copyholder. At the laſt Election for W. 

re, 
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Freehold of 4oa:aqgitarid een, 
which I did not liveion. Hier Þ was debarred 
front voting fr a confiderable Eſtate within the 
County, I fought amends through the other tri- 
vial Eſtate, entitling me to that right which the 
other was excluded from the honour of on- 
ferring on me 
manent, and ſmall, being two-pence an ' 

and a court-fee of. fixt ce; 2 heriot, at” 
death, of the beſt beaſt, fr which 408. is ſubſti- 
tutell am annvab feo-farthirent + As 

an acte' palld\txthe mH ai No — 
Freehold Eſtates alſo. Va ” Width 
the Courts of the Manor, as' perſons alſo do 4 uct 
the Courts of Freehold: Manar. We. muſt trans- 

fer lands according to the conftant cuſtom; and 
theſe are all dur | o, Kerr. ö 
Freeholders who have alſo Copyhold Efiates in 
Manors belonging: v D Milford, a; voted 
againſt him. One 47 particulas pr 
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from the Crown · Tkeſe Hecbors ſhe v that many 
Copyhelclers ure no Eꝭ er fo greut ia e of 
che who is oH vepreſcuti the Lortl of the 

. — AIT99: a> 62- 
are of their reſpoRtive Landlords.”.. + ir ode? 
bowel NA remain, Sin, 36H e 3 Abidy 
ef aubrs 5365! ' Your moſt. humble ſervants 
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Ter et 077 CdoncutCitanBit, late, Nov. 28,1270. 


Ni 20th 8. 0 Als git offs nes 


I WAH thethonout'to-receite 
4 tt of the Tit tuftent, tranſmitting un 

account of the p the Committee of 

Affociatibn for the Counity of Yorks; arctheip luc 

Meeting, held on the gz iſt of October. ec 3011. 

Tobletve chat the object of theſe 
710 o promote meaſures for the Reformation d 
Parkia elle: and for this that the: Tork. 


Lure Committee win to a free communi. 
cation 


c% ] 


catio! with the Corporation of Glaſgow, on the 
ſubje of thoſe abuſes Which, are conſidered as 
injurious to the Conſtitution, 4 * hoping, by their 
opinion and advice, to be enabled to judge what 
Propoſitions for the Reformatiqn of Parliament 
it may be expedient to recommend. to the in- 
tended General Meeting of the Chas of Fork, 
on the. 2 of December next.” 
therefore, to the wiſhes of ſo 

ſpectable a Body as the Yorkſhire Aﬀoctation, h 
I did not fail, to lay theſe Proceedings, a8 well 
as the Letter you did me the honour to write me, 
before the Corporation of is City, who have 
inſtructed me to return you their beſt tha 
for the yery Fall and free communication of 
ſentiments of your, Aflociated Committee, and 
to aſſure you that they ſhall be ready at all times 
and on al occaſions to interpole their feeble aid 
in promoting, every proper meaſure that ſhall 
have. for its 'objet 95 preſervation of our inva- 
luable Conſtitution, as well as a Reform of thoſe 
real grievances, 4 are connected with Far- 
 lamentary ntation 

In diſcufling 5 this important geg che Cor- 

tion of laſgow have mu Atisfaton i 2 

Atera that the Yorkſhire Comitittee ap 
of the r 4, deference to, Partiamenr hich 
other ed Bodies eat reſp ili 
in England have manifeſted, 2 f requeſt] gin =l 
neral terms a Redreſz of Parſiamente P 


And they e inthe pe 
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the concurrence of any Conftittent 
a ſpecific mode of imp 6vement. 


1 64 il 
of Reformation which is 155 to be tecm- 
mended to Parliament, the fame delicacy,” ind. 
deration, ant! attention to the - ty: e the 
Legiſlature, will mark the condu of 
Conſtituent Body 3 in the Kingdom, as the k 
means of infuring ſucceſs in che great national 
_ they have in view, gal 
As fincere. Friends of the Eolitirticn, tht 
ration of Glaſgow do not deftrate in de- 
Corp * it they" would be f6rry to Tee too ex. 
takes a Syſtem of Reformitior raſhly obtrud- 


ed on Parliament, Jeaſt, by graſping at tbo ane 
Jem 


ew] hole mig Kt miſcarry. They are very 
ful too, whether the preſent ur Art is is lle del 
calculated for ſuch obj e 6f difficuk diſctiſſit 
in, the midſt of 2 Tori dable and Ucati 
War, when the ableſt heads and the beſt "hearth 
in the nation ou ught to be engaged in the more 
immediate conlideration of 5 7 means moſt pro- 
per to extricate this country kom its P "pede 


= itous, ſituation. 
Although all ranks or men in Great ite 


readily ad t the pr of Farlament- 
N eform, 1 rr ir n it w1 e 9 


WO 
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On this head The Corporation f 
by no means prepared to give u deck 
on: If they & deſcerided to ttiatteys 79 
| ex naturally be led to conflder their own 

on, and ch > ns 
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of the Clyde, forming a body of near 100,000 
people, repreſented only by one Member, and 
that Member elected by four Delegates, of which 
this City ped of ns mee then ing 
Corporation Compoſed no more than ny 
individuals. 

It will — be a cad and A 
great object of National Legiſlative Reform, to 
aboliſh all the ſmall Boroughs in every part of 
the united kingdom. more particularly thoſe 
under the influence of the Crown. And if an 
additional Repreſentation i is to be given to the 
Me it is humbly ſubmitted whether it 
ot extend in the Tame. proportion to 
th . 713 of Briſtol, Liverpool, Man- 
cheſter, Glaſgow, Leeds, Birmingham, Sheffield, 
0. 3 nos fi. een ted in i Fes 


ſpi irit of the 1 th e in rec 
{4 abandon any. of thoſe Propolitians that ſha 


not receiye the ap xrobation and concurrence 


of a decided 40 f. ho principal Towns 
Counties wh hp fog J Lis the claim of Parlia- 
mentary 1 8 and thereby facrifice their 
wiſhes to chat _ Lav" N , without 
which it is e to expett a 
L haye. e to be pak great ralpett 
and conſideration, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient, moſt humble ſervant, 
PAT. COLQUHOUN, Provolt. 
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the County of Flint, to the Chairman the 
Committee eee e | 
Tork. 2414. 


Sir : 0 4.92 
I AM inſtructed 4 b5 ih Pilates Chua, 
mittee, at their Meeting on Wedneſday laft, to 
aſſure you that they think themſelves oh ko- 


noured by the open and candid communication 


of the ſentiments of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen. 
They entirely approve of the reſpect and defer- 
ence ſhewn to the Commons Houſe of Patlia- 
ment, whilſt they muſt at the ſame time admire 
the true conſtitutional ſpirit which appears in 
their inſtructions to their Repreſentatives. They 
are not apprehenſive that any man who wiſhes 
to promote a Reform in Parliament, can raiſe a 
material objection to the disfranchiſement of the 
obnoxious Boroughs : Half the money now ex- 
pended in bribing their Members would pur- 
chaſe the fee ſimple, either of the Proprietor or 
the Burgeſſes, at the market price; this could 
not bear the ſhadow of injuſtice, and in ſome 


caſes, perhaps, it may be neceſſary to conſolidate 
two 


a . A 


© 
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2 
two or three, or more, as was done in Scotland 
at the union, and has been the caſe of all the 
Boroughs in this part of the Principality. We 
are ſatisfied that without ſomething of this kind, 
the addition to eee 
very little indeed. h r hen 7 nc 

"The Gentlemen who altended the laſb-Meet- 
ing, in Flintſhire, have unanimouſly adopted 
your inſtructions to de propoſed to that County 
next month. They have alſo taken the "Ws 
to add the following : 

„That in conhad&lon with the above methods 
of preſerving the Gonſtitution, yuu will uſe your 
utmoſt endeavours-to leſſen, by all fair and prac- 
ticable means, the enormous patronage of the 
Crown; ſince as long as the Miniſter has every 
thing to give that every man wants, it will be 
impoſſible that the Parliament or the People 
r ator if 21} 
4 rr ra —— 


N 01 Sir, n Hen ; 
SIE [Tour watt eas . 
” And very bumble ſervant,” 
$4 bot f 9 er | 


Ci 7 


10 vo 1 i 901 Se 221 TUM 10 e991; '1 10 01 | 
v0} lic 10 3122 3 . Lan HON 213 3s 
Nis 10 I 203 ni be 


Letter flu the Mayor of Glougeſter ia the 
man f the Committee V Aflaciation of the 
County of York, with 1 the; City 

„ Glünteſter anne. Fit LID. $117 
qe yilowinsns 2 ds; e271: Jad) T ni „Ini 
Dub Titan ino 
il offs nalal ls av 081 nom 200 

Sir, : 2$15#0Uat-2103 bbs © 
ofa gv 5 1 HAD the honour of your 
better uf the aſtſ inſtant Which contains ꝓbjects 
of ſuch great vational-importance, that I thought 
ii my duty. to convene; the Corporation; of this 
City together, and lay it before them. The Cor» 
poration ever deſirous of co-opetating, with the 
hle Committee of the County of Vork in 
the great work of Reformation, and te ſhowhow 
much they with for unanimity upon theſe na- 
tional points, immediately came to Reſolutions, 
copies whereof have the honour to incloſe. The 
Corporation alſo think that the original object of 
the Petitioning Counties and Bodies of national 
ceconomy ſhould not, be loſt ſight of, and have 
therefore come to the 5th Refftrion to inftrüct 
the Repreſentatives of this city to that end, and 
hope for the concurrence of the Yorkſhire Meet - 

ing therein. | 
am, Sir, with great eſteem, 

„ moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
RICHARD WEBB, Mayor. 


GLOUCESTER, Nov. 30, 1782 
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lou ker, Jil 8390 3921 98880 
er ar a HA: Sauna Houle, 
—— at the Toller ia be fame, Citb, an 
Medneſdaꝶ the 27th day o N 
. in the rwenty-third year of che reign. 0 
our Sovereign Lord; George the Third, 
by the Grace of God. of G peat-Britzin, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the year 
cf our Lord one, en. nen 

dted and eee, | 20 
Reſolved ananimauſlyy. That the following 
Petition ſhall paſo under the Seal of this Corpo- 
ration, and be preſented by the Repreſentatives 
of this City, n the ditec- 
nei of Het r ut to 20088 
To tbe Honourable':the Houſe "of Cremmens: id 

Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Maven, m a, 
Sheriffs, and Common Council of the City N 
| Glouceſter, ER hgh 1d: 


She eweth, 201 DVI ein A 
THAT your handen paste the g 

Conſtitution as originally framed, the moſt 
fect ſyſtem of good government that can po ly 
exiſt, being admirably calculated to promote the 

eaſe and happineſs of the ſubject. 

Your Petitioners further ſhew; That the al- 
| terations 
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[ 98 ] 
terations which have been introduced into that 
Conſtitution are inimicaltothole free principles 
on which it is founded, and that the extreme 
inequality in che Repreſentation of tlie People, 
the long duration af Parlaments, and the very 
expenſive mode of Election for Repreſentatives, 
are meaſures fundamentally —— and griev- 
arices of an alarming tend 

Your Petitioners therefore humblyjintreat this 
Honourable Houſe to take the ſame into their 
moſt ſerious conſideration; and apply ſuch reme- 
dy to theſe great Conſtitutional evils, as to the 
wiſdom of the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

" wow your Feticionerk ſhall'ever; Pray cc. 

K ine od 

— - Reſolved 3 That the Repreſents- 
tives of this City ſhall be inſtructed, © © not 

1ſt, To ſupport a Bill which may be brought 
into Parliament for aboliſhing at leaſt! fifty of 
the moſt obnoxious Boroughs, providing for the 
Electors, in the ſeveral Boroughs aboliſhed, a 
proper gratuitous compenſation for their extin- 
guiſhed franchiſes ;' and enabling them to vote 
together with the Freeholders in elections for 
Knights of the reſpective Shires to which they 
belong, and alſo adding an adequate number of 
Members, not leſs than a hundred in a due pro- 
portion, to the ſeveral Countics and the Metro- 


2d, To move or to ſupport a motion for the 
repeal of the Septennial act, 
zd, Alſo 


k * 4 

3d, Alſo to ſupport any Bill which may be 
brought into Park t. for admitting Proprie- 
tors of copyhold lands of. inheritance, with fine 
certain, of the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings] 
to vote at county elections of Ny Par- 
liament throughout the kin % not * 

4th, Alſo to ſupport the application of any 
County in Scotland for ſetting afide nominal and 
fictitious votes, and for 8 Elections to 
Parliaments, in that part of the kingdom, in 2 
manner agreeable” to the true intent and > 
of the Conſtitution, 

th, and laſtiy, To ſupport and further all 
Propoſitions for n ha} 


Reſolved 07. That the thanks bl 


SW 8» 


Þ this Meeting ſhall be given to: the Mayor for 
t calling this Houſe, . and laying, Mr.. N 
F Letter before them. 

e | Reſolved unanimouſly, That theſe Reſolutions 
a ſhall be publiſhed; in the next Glouceſter 

- papers, and in the St. — 

c alſo i in the Briſtol news- paper. der HT 
T a Signed, by order, 2 {ig liletp 
4 Sites BL a 
bs 
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Sir, = An 
8 a HAVE ths — 


acknowledge Net r of your letter; indo. 
ſing the Proceedings of the ———— of Aſſo- 
on for the County of York!” The reſpec- 
e names which compoſed that Writ miſt 


ed ther deciſions great and influenee; 
but it does not become a 85 of fuch Ae. 
ted and confined views to is 
timents upon ſfubje&ts w 
reflection, and en 
The rapid progreſs of nominal and fictitious 
2 ualifications, by which the independency and 
cedom of election are ſo effentially wounded, 
pointed out to ſome Gentlemen of liberal prin- 
ciples to call a Meeting of real proprietors, in 
order to collect the ſenſe of the reſpectable part 
of the County upon a matter of ſuch — 2 * 
concern. T he Gentlemen were unanimouſly of 


opinion, that the practice was — 
an 


1 
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pointed a a 
Ho and concur other COS 


Yanded pi 80 Po om every County atten 
and as moſt of the counties have publiſiet 
lar reſolutions, I make no doubt — the ſcheme 
will meet with general approbation, unleſs where 
genuine ——_ is obſtructed and over-ruled 
by particular,inth I _thall tranſmit your 
letter to 817 Grant, who is alone ble, 
—— de inchzed upon applica- 
tion, to give the neceſſary. Aatigfactiqn reltixe 

* 8 eee. 


. . 
of obtaining this in 10PUsy 
labor eft. 1 truſt, Big, you wall dp me the juſtice 
to believe that, my general amanner;of writing 
upot a fubjef an which yqw are fo much inter- 


eſted, procteds from want of proper light, and 
from no idea inconſiſtent with the" the reſpet and 


elteem with which I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, *- | 
| And very humble ſervant, 
| LEWIS DU. 


CLE 


3 Y 2 77 D 40 E 3 n3 * MC! 1:1 Den 
as 4100 ON 121 Gai ae ard 6 Hh» 0g 
—eS11v0) 7310 PIR 119009 bv Lao 


rarer gy ily 
e wn rde 


inf Nu EU aint 03 9413 to om « ba: 
ud 3CuoD 0a vxim I cat. owt 6) 
6 DSMGTHGO el inn zuiungg 
; of i ours, Guny Cunt of Fife Dee. 4, 1h 
| 2qs © 1 gavoured th y bur Klang 
of the firſt of laſt month, regarding the Reſolu- 
tions of the Aﬀociation For the County of York. 
T hall take the firſt opportutitty of Hying your 
letter before I General Meeting of the County. 
Mean time I beg leave to acquaàint you that the 
Precholders in this part of the united kingdom, 
are taking the neceſſary ſteps for reſtoring 1 
former purity of elections, rA 
cation to Parliament upon that fubje&. ' 
Ü bave the honotit tobe; Sr, 
A Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
. ann CLAUD BOSWELL, Sn 
BA, 70 P mu 'of Fife, 
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Rev. Sir, 2 35-5 
been favoured with 
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the, K er tho Grotlemen who call 
them! ves A Comimittce gation for the 


County of York. 
The town of Mancheſter is /freunately ho | 


Corporation; but we have conſulted many of 


its principal inhabitants upon the important 


ſubje& of your letter, and they are generally of 
opinion, that it is by no means proper, in the 
preſent critical ſituation of public affairs, to raiſe 


diſputes and diſſention in the kingdom about 


altering and amending our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion, under which the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain and her colonies have, for this laſt cen- 
tury, enjoyed more real liberty and property 
than any nation upon earth. They are afraid 
it will tend to diſturb that harmony and unani- 


mity now ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the * 
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of this Country, and to divert the attention of 


our Rulers from what ought to be the firſt of 
their concerns, narfiely, to bring to a ſpeedy and 


happy end the peſent Ke wh FRET 5 4 


ee of con 2 but ev en. ks 
exiſtence of the Britiſh Empire Beptiitls; 
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ference and reſpect, Fs 


| Sir, rr t oF 
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Paper XI. 


Letter from the Mayor of Petersfield, to the Chair- 
man of the and ME oe the 
County of York. 


——— 


PETERSFIELD, Dec. a, 1783. 
Sir, | 
- - T HAVE laid your Letter be- 


fore the moſt reſpectable perſons in Petersfield, 
who deſire me to acquaint you, that they are 


will do much injury to Old England. They 
feel that they live happy under the Conſtitution, 
as by law eſtabliſhed, and ** deſire no altera- 


tions. 
I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt humble ſeryant, 
nnn * Mayor. 
2 VOL. I 6 Paper, TI. 


very apprehenſive that you and your Aſſociation 


— —_— — 
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tronize and ſupport any Plan of (pretended Re 
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Letter fromthe Mayor of Poole, tothe Chairman 
. of Te 2 N 
F Yor 


* 


Poor x, Dec. 15 35% 


-w 


Sir, , 
| ©: At aloe when the chat 
certainty of looſing the Thirteen Frövinees of 
America, overwhelms wich every one who 
wiſhes well to the country; I am aftoniſbed that 
you, who ought to think Terfoully, ſhould 5a. 


Formation in the State, a meaſure which - his 
Majeſty told you in his ſpeech, ſoon after the 


| kate riots in London, was 1 —— 


— of your Circular 1 I have con- 
vened this Corporation, and laid it before them, 
who are unanimous of opinion, that Aſſociations, 
reſpecting the ſeveral matters hinted at in your 
Letter, are in all events extremely dangerous; 
and, I aſſure you, their ſentiments entirely coin. 
cide with my own: and we think ourſelves 


better employed in ſupporting the preſent law: 
than 


K 99 1 
than ve mould be. in Jending any affiftance 19 
new model the Conſtitution of Great · Britain,. 
dene ee d the ae of r 


n ts ae honon 60 tn, 


Your-moſt obedient -. 
Humble . 0 


BENJAMIN LISTER, Maree 


„10 „„ 
. — 


Pe Int. © 


Letter fron the Commanalty 6 7 
Chairman of the Committee ee 


7 rn n | 
| and Coupty of 
hoe Ss . Wr * 
Rev. Sir, 112 
| ON the receipt of. your Cir- 


cular Letter, the Mayor of this Corporation prĩ- 
vately ſummoned together the Bailiffs and Bur- 
geſſes, in number about eighty, leaving out the 
Commonalty, in number about two hundred, 
— 1 are an * ar the Cor 

G 2 becauſe 
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becauſe he well knew the Commonalty would 
have unanimouſly reſolved and adviſed the ſame 
patriotic ſteps that you are taking. The reſult 
of the Meeting of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Bur. 
geſſes, you are already acquainted with by the 
Letter they have ſent you. 

However we think it incumbent on us to in- 
form you that we cannot overlook ſo partial a 
method of collecting the ſentiments of this place, 
eſpecially as we had previouſly reſolved on pre- 
ſentipg a reſpectful Petition to Parliament, ſimi- 
lar to the one you intend preſenting, which will 
be cheerfully ſigned by all the Commonalty.— 
We would alſo give ſimilar inſtructions to the 
Members of this place, were we not certain that 
they would diſregard them; the reaſon is obvi- 
ous, — the Mayor, | Bailiffs, and Burgeſſes, have 
monopolized the choice of the Repreſentatives, 
by excluding the Commonalty, (the latter are 
ſtaunch Whigs: we wiſh it was in our power 
to fay as much for the other part of the Cor- 
poration';) therefore no part of the kingdom has 
a juſter claim to wiſh for a more equal Repre- 
ſentation than this opulent ſea-port, whoſe char- 
tered rights have long been infringed with im- 
punity: Strange as it may appear, even the 
votes of our Freeholders are rejected at elections 
here and in the County of Dorſet. | 

We anxiouſly wait for an opportunity to aſſert 
our /franchiſes, and flatter ourſelves the time is 
not far diſtant, when (favoured by ſo deſirable 
SL? | an 
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an event as 2 national reform in Repreſentation), 
particular complaints on that head will be better 
attended.to. Interim we beg leave to inform 
you that we approve of the four Articles you 
recommend, and only wiſh, that inſtead of fifty, 
the whole of the venal influenced boroughs may 
be aboliſhed ; for, till that is accompliſhed, we 
cannot hope for an independent and equal Re- 
preſentation of the People. We ſhall at all times 
be happy to be favoured with your ſentiments 
and correſpondence, and ſincerely wiſhing your 
virtuous endeavours may becrowned withſucceſs, 
We have the honour to be, with the greateſt 
reſpect and eſteem, | „ 
| Rev. Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
| J. BIRD, | 
THO. ANSLEY, 
RICH, HAYWARD, 
FR. PENNEY, 
RICH. MILLER, 
W. HAYWARD, 
ROB. MILLER, 
J. BUNDOCK, 
RICH. WATTS, 
GEO. DURELL. 
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Paper XIV. 


Letter from the Town Clerk of Hereford, 16 th 
Chairman of the Committee of Aﬀociation of 
the County of York. | 5 


% 4 a 
55 % „% „%% „* ern 8 2 * . 
. * 


* Dec. 3, _ 
Rev. Sir, 

I AM direQed by the Mayor 
and Corporation of this City, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your printed Letter of the iſt of 

laſt month, dire&ed to the Mayor of this City, 
upon the Subje& of Parliamentary abuſes, and 
the ſentiments of the York Aſſociation for a re- 
formation of them, and to inform you that we 
entirely approve of the mode they have adopted 
and intend to purſue for bringing about that 
Reformation ſo much to be defired. 5 

We are of opinion that nothing can tend ſo 
much to the real injury of this country as the 
unequal Repreſentation of it in Parliament, and 
wiſh for nothing more than to ſee a total anni- 
hilation of all its ſmall venal and corrupt bo- 
roughs, and that the power of Repreſentation 
ſo 
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ſo taken from them may be added to the counties 
and the great towns and cities, but without any 
addition to the prefent number of Repreſenta- 
tives, which we think fully ſufficient. And we 
are alſo of opinion that the ſhortening the dura- 
tion of our Parliaments may render them more 
free and independent, and ſettle the Conſtitution 
of this Country on a firmer baſis than at preſent 
it ſeems to be. 

That to obtain theſe happy effefts we will 
exert every proper means in our power, by ad- 
drefling the Members of our City on this ſub. 
jet, and to obtain any other Reform which 
may tend to the good and proſperity of this 
country. 

I am, Sir, 


Your very obedient ſervant, © 
L. LAMBE, Town Clerk 
| of Hereford. | 
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Paper XV. 


Letter from the Chairman of the Weſtminſter 
Committee, to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Aſſociation of the County of York. . 


! 


_—_ —— 


——_— 


ST. Jamss's STKEET, Dec. 4, 1782. 


Sir, 

I loſt no time in laying before the 
Weſtminſter Committee the letter you was ſo 
obliging as to write to me, together with the 
Proceedings of the Yorkſhire Committee; and 
I am directed by the Committee to thank you 
in their name for your communication, and to 
aſſure you that they will be happy at all times to 
communicate and conſult with the Yorkſhire 
Committee upon the beſt means of promoting a 
Parliamentary Reform, as they are convinced 
concert and union among the friends to this 
great object are moſt likely means of attaining 
it. At the ſame ting, in conſequence of the 
defire you expreſs to know their ſentiments 
upon the ſubject of your letten they have di- 
rected me to ſay, that the plan propoſed in the 
ſaid letter, appears to them to deſerve the moſt 
ſerious conſideration, and to merit the thanks 

of 


Ha da © ö aA © © 89 © tA 


moe N 7 


— 103 J 


of all friends to Parliamentary Reform; but that 
it is their opinion, after having taken into conſi - 
deration every circumſtance relative to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the buſineſs, that it is more eligible 
at preſent to avoid propoſing any ſpecific. plan 
either in the Petitions intended to be preſented 
to Parliament, or in Inſtructions to Members. 
This opinion is founded principally, as I con- 
ceive, upon an apprehenſion that the diſſimila- 
rity of the plans likely to be propoſed in the 
different Petitions and Inſtructions, would rather 
afford an additional argument to thoſe who are 
enemies to the whole of the ſcheme. 


Your moſt obedient 
| Humble ſefvant, 
C. J. FOX, 
Chairman of the Weſtminſter 
| Committee. f 


hath taken in attempting to reform the abuſes - 


| 
| | 
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Lender from: the Inhabitants of Tiverton, # the 
| n 


* 
* 5 
CY 
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1 | 8 rener I 1782. 
Rev. Sir, 

The active part your County 


in the Britiſh Conſtitution, induces us (in the 
name and at the requeſt of a great number of 
reſpectable inhabitants of this town) to write 
you, of the ſteps taken here towards obtaining a 
more equal and proportionate repreſentation. 
Your being placed deſervedly at the head of the 
Vork Committee, we prefume to hope will be a 
ſufficient apology for addrefling you on this 
occaſion. 

This town is, or was once (next to Exeter) 
the moit flouriſhing and populous in the Weſt : 
Its inhabitants are near five thouſand, and con- 
fiſt chiefly of merchants, traders, and manufac- 
turers; but the moſt opulent and conſiderable 
part of them have been hitherto excluded from 
the privilege of voting for Repreſentatives in 
Parliament by a Corporation of twenty-five men 
only, (e by themſelves) many of them non- 

reſid ents 


L to J 


reſidents and placemen. This grievance hath 
long call'd aloud for redreſs. Conſidering there- 
fore the preſent times favourable to equal li- 


berty, a General Meeting was called [Thurſday 
laſt, and a Petition (in general terms) produced, 
approved, and ſigned by ſeveral hundreds. It 


will be preſented after the holidays by Mr. Al- 
derman Townſend, and ſeconded by Sir Watktn 
Lewes. We flatter ourſelves your utmoſt aſſiſt- 
ance and exertions will be given for bringing 
to an happy concluſion this great national griev- 
ance. And that the peculiar ſituation of Tiver- 
ton will de deſctibed to all your friends in the 
Houſe of Commons, becauſe it is preſumed a ge- 
neral reform in the Conſtitution may be brouyfit 
about by à ſtatement of difproportionate repre: 
fentation in 29 Boroughs. 

The Mayor of this place lately received your 
Circular Letter, and other papets, but as hie is 
inimical, they were artfully concealed from the 
inhabitants. Any thing you might adviſe the 
inhabitants of this town to-do in concert with 
other towns or places, you will be ſo good to 
communicate to us, or either of ns, who are, 

Rev. Sir, 
- Your obedient cons 
.NICHOLAS DENNYS, Merchant. 
GEO. OWENS, Attorney. | 
MARTIN DUNSFORD Merchant. 
Wu. 9 jun. Merchant. 
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Paper XVII. 
Reſolutions of the Corporation of Leiceſt ſt r, com 
municated by the Town Clerk to the an 


of the Committee of Aſlociation of the County 
CPF. | "? 


£ b 
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Lricssrix, Dec. 5, 1710 


Ae. Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill, 
(by the direction of the Committee of 
Aſſociation for the County of York) having 
been received by Mr. Mayor, wherein he is re- 
queſted to lay before this Corporation, certain 
propoſitions which the Yorkſhire Gentlemen 
wiſh to recommend to the General Meeting of 
the County of York, on the 19th inſtant, if ſuch 
Propoſitions ſhould meet the approbation of the 
Corporation of Leiceſter, and other reſpectable 
bodies. The Corporation of Leiceſter think it 

right to publiſh thoſe Propoſitions and their 
Reſolves. | 


PaorodrTions.. | 
iſt, To inſtruct their Repreſentatives to intro- 
duce, or to ſupport, a Bill in Parliament, for 
aboliſhing at, leaſt fifty of the moſt obnoxious 
Aida th * for the Electors in the 


ſeveral 


. 


e . e e 
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ſeveral Boroughs aboliſhed, a proper gratuitous 
compenſation for their extinguiſhed franchiſes ; - 
and enabling them to vote together with the 


| Freeholders in Elections for Knights of the re- 


ſpective ſhires to which they belong; and alſo 
adding an adequate number of Members, not 
leſs than an hundred, in a due proportion to the 
ſeveral Counties, ard the Metropolis. 

ad, To inſtruct their Repreſentatives to move, 
or to ſupport, a motion fox the — 
Septennial Bill. 

3d, For admitting Proprietors of copyhold 
lands of inheritance, with fine certain, of the 
clear yearly value of forty ſhillings,. to vote at 
County Elections of Members of Parliament 
throughout the kingdom. 

4th, and laſtly, To ſupport the application of 
any County in Scotland, for ſetting aſide nomi- 
nal and fictitious votes, and for regulating Elec- | 
tions to Parliament in that part of the kingdom 
in a manner agreeable to the true intent and 


Winne r * a 


44 Ds | 
Reſolved, That all Committees _ Aﬀocia- 
tions, (other than Parliamentaty-ones) for the 


purpoſe of altering the Conſtitution, to ſpeak 


favourably of them, tend to create," at leaſt, 
anarchy and confuſion. 


Reſolved, - That inftenions be ent to the 
Repreſentatives of this Borough, ſtrenuouſiy 
| | to 


L 440 J 
to oppoſe ſuch propoſitions, if they ſhould be 
brought into the Houſe of Commons. 
Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be printed 
in;the'public papers, and a copy be ſent to the 
Rev. Mr. Wyvwill, to lay befare che Yarkibire 
mages nh N 
By order of the Corporation of Leiceſter, | 
? J. re nnen 
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0 Paper XVIII. 

Lett «from the Town Clerk Fork, u le Chair: 
man of the Committee Aſſociation 7 the 
n ihn em 


| | COON 


I AM directed to acquaint-you, 

| by the Lord Mayor of this City; that — 
quence of your Letter, of the iſt of November 
laſt, his Lordſhip cauſed a Meeting of the Cor- 
poration of York to-betheld at the Guildhall, on 
Friday the agth of the ſame: month, to conſider 
that letter, which was. then read, and. the Mayor 
and Commonalty, there affembled,. agreed to 
the four propoſttions ſtated by the Committee 
of Aſſociation for the County of York; as proper 
to de adopted for the Reform of 


Abuſes; 800, the fame time, appointed 2 
Committee 


A Air | 
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Committee to prepare an anſwer to your favor, 
by whoſe order I communicate this information, 
and have the honour to be, Sir, 


5 Paper > «1 | 
Letter from the Mayor of Bedford, to the Chair- 
man 58 To nittee ae. of the 
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council, to commuticate to them the contents. 


The propoſed applications:to Partiament, for the 
regulations mentioned in yours, Were approved 
aud an order was enteret — —— 3 
ann 

IT is orderecthat inſtrudticnwhe given to be 
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Members of: Parliament who repreſent this Bo- 


give-their»fupport, when:a: bill 


ſhall 


tions mentioned ini the Remonſtrance of: the 
ho of Munk Ihres 1 te 0 
ON Your-much obliged, and - 
Moſt obedientrhumble ſervant, - a1 
| WILLIAM PATEMAN, 2 


into the Houſe for:the Regula- 


ö 
| 
ft 
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* Paper XX tity 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Bridport, „ to 1 


Chairman gf tbe Committee fA lation of 
the County & York. | | 


z 
* 


— 
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; IAM ordered by the Corporation 
of this Borough to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the iſt ultimo. In anſwer, the 


Gentlemen above alluded to congratulate their 


country on the great exertions made- by the 
Aſſociation for the County of York, in order to 
effect a Reform in Parliament. — They moſt ſin- 
cerely hope, that their ſtrenuous endeavours to 
promote ſo n Wa 
be attended with ſucceſs. 

They would not preſume: to Ante toithe 
Committee, -whoſe wiſdom is ſo conſpicuous in 
all their plans-which they have laid before the 
public; but, at the ſame time, they take the 
liberty to hint, that it is their opinion, if an 
additional number of Members could he added 
to the Counties and the Metropolis, this would 
in ſome meaſure ſuperſede the neceſſity of: abo- 
liſhing the little Boroughs: for the preſent.— 
Though this latter maybe > deſirable object, 


yet 
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yet by aiming at too much might endanger the 
loſs of the whole. This Corporation have, with 
great concern, feen-many conſequential and ſa- 
lutary motions rejected, whilſt others, owhioh! 
have had a manifeſt tendeney to militate againſt 
the public weal, have been carried by a great 
majority. This corruption, in their opinion, is 
one grand cauſe of the alarming ſituation which 
this country is now reduced to, conſequently is 
an evil of ſuch a magnitude #9 calls aloud for 
the united efforts of all who have the real in- 
tereſt" of their country at heart-to-endeavour tor 
extirpate. Probably our very exiſtence as a na- 
tion of any importance depends on a Parliament- 
ary Reform, and it is hoped: the preſent is a fa- 
vourable zra to brings about ſo deſirable an end. 
One hint more is humbiy ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the « Committee, which they will 
either adopt or reject as they in their wiſ- 
dom think proper: —Suppoſe every Catididite 
was, previous to the election, obliged to ſwear , 
that he us not direciy, nor indireaty;” given 2 
bribe, in order to ſecure a ſeat in Parliament. 
If he ſhould be convicted of having violated his 
cath, he ſaduld be deemed ineligible to a ſeat in 
the Houſe-of: Commons: for ever aſter.— Having: 
given you che ſentimerits of this Corporation, 
(in which chey ate perfectly unanimous) E have! 
it in my inſtructions to tender their moſt nr! 
guine + eos eren ie 1nd reg | 
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| . a moment my acknowledgments, 
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nant with true patriotiſm, nne 
countenance and ſu 
With the greateſt deference and es. I beg 


leave t0 ſubſcribe m, 


Your mol 06 La IN 
And truly weave Fo ads, 
1 SAMUEL TOMUTME, 
Baz:pronT, Dec. 9, 1782. | 
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Paper XX. 


Letter Fra je Cages I} late Chairman of 
tbe Committee of Bridgwater, to the Chairman 
. of the Committee of Aﬀociation of the N 
. | 


—_—— 


_ 
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Sir, 
| 8 
this inſtant favoured with your Letter of the 
iſt of November, incloſing the account of the 
Proceedings of the Yorkſhire Committee, and 
propoſing 2 communication of ſentiments on 
the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. I would 


/ 


— 


though ' 
By 


[ 
A 
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an individual, and not as Chairman of the Com - 
mittee of Bridge water, who once endeavoured 
to add their mite of aſſiſtance towards the ge» 
neral cauſe. In this town the effects of that 
corrupt and arbitrary Power, which has per- 
vaded the whole nation, have proved too ſtrong 
for us;* and ſome of its ſtrenuous oppoſers, 
through fatigue, through prudence, and through: | 
deſpondency, have given. up the ſtruggle, except- 
the mere local one, with a rich Lord, whoſe yoke: 
has long galled us. This, like other little towns, 
is a ſtrong proof that we have no leſs to com- 
plain of the extent of: the Ariſtocratic Power, 
than we have of the increaſed influence of the - 
Crown. How little a way will the addition of 
an hundred County Members go towards eſſect- 
ing a cure for this, unleſs the obnoxious Bo- 
roughs are aboliſhed according to your firſt Pro- 
poſition: The main obſtacle to this abolition 
ſeems to be the unwillingneſs of the holders of 
moſt of thoſe ſeats in Parliament to part with 
their (kind of) family pofleſſions. But will not 
thoſe Gentlemen be equally unwilling to dimi- 
niſh the proportionable conſequence of thoſe 
ſeats by the introduction of greater number 


into the Houſe? Even at the worſt, perhaps, a 


middle way may be taken, if it cannot be done 
better -amend the Conſtitution of thoſe very 
' a worſt 


* 1 fear the Committee of the County is not much better off. 


Mr. Cu. | 


I lament that I muſt now male them a 
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worſt of Boroughs, where the cle&tion of Repre- 
fentatives is in the hands of a few, a Corpora- 
tion and honorary Freemen, neither reſident, 
nor owners of a ſpot, within five hundred dafien 
of the place. This will, indeed, be but a trifling 
advance in the buſineſs - but I cannot think we 
ſhould negle& the taking a ſingle ſtep towards 
reform, becauſe we cannot at once get tò the 
ſummit of our wiſhes; nor reject ſome becauſe 
we cannot mend all. But I treſpaſs on your 
time, which has been apparently fully employed 
in the diſcuſſion of all theſe material and uſeful 
points. I ſhall take this opportunity to offer to 
your good ſelf and to the worthy Committee of 
Yorkſhire, for your long and arduous applica- 
tion for the Public good, the fincere thanks of 
a few, who, though not of ſufficient conſequence 
to act longer as a Committee, will individually 
uf 
utmoſt of their power. 

| lam, with high denn and rhea. 


Your obedient humble ſervant, 
© JOHN CHUBB. 


Bx1DGEWATER, Dec. 10, 1782: 
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Letter framthe Corporation g Tyuro, ts the Chalr- 
man of the Committee of Aſſociation . of the 
. 


e e 


4 Is vi ' " 
ry Txvxo, Dec. 12, in 
* 


Rav fila. 
Fr PR IAIN 
Aldermen, nd Burgeſſes, of the Borough of 
Truro, in Common - Hall aſſembled, to tranſmit 
Tae i 
of the iſt of Novemher, 


— ——T- 4-4 

| Ir, 8 p 
_ Your moſt obedient, | 

es rr 


. JOHN THOMAS, 
| | Toten Clerk. 
[ 7 11 : 4 
Hz Tavap, 


© #8 
_ — Dee. 8, 198 


WE have 2 from you 
the account of the Proceedings of the Commit. 
tee of Aſſociation of the County of York, and 
ſhall ever think gentlemen entitled to reſpect 
and eſteem, who uſe their beſt endeavours to 
correct abuſes in the Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment of their country. But we ſubmit it to 
your conſideration, whether a Reformation of 
Parliament i is ſo likely to be effefted by an altera- 
tion in the mode of electing the Members of the 
Lower Houſe, as by a proper attention to their 
purity when they take their feats, and whilſt 
they act as the Repreſentative Body of the na- 
tion; for as long as there are men who do not 
ſcruple to purchaſe ſeats in Parlia nent, and Go- 
vernment poſſeſſes the means of influencing 
them, we incline to think that the methods pro- 
poſed by the County of York will not cure the 
evil they wiſh to remedy. 

It is generally obſerved throughout the Weſt 
of England, and it is too viſible to be denied, 
that where the Electors in Boroughs are moſt 
numerous they are moſt venal ; and it is con- 
ceivable that an increaſe even of County Mem- 
bers might ſpread contagion amongſt the lower 
claſs of Freeholders. We think too, that ſhort 
Parliaments would create much diſorder and 
confuſion. 

It 


Rev. Sir, 


T 29 ( 
It is unreaſonable to N eo a4ee ak | 
the lower orders of mankind amongſt men 
of education and fortune. -If then | 
returned would not take their feats without firſt 
ſatisfying the Houſe that they came there with- 
out undue influence, and ſuch influence, when 
proved, was to be imputed to them as an in- 
famous crime, for which they ſhould be expelled, 
we conceive that Parliament would receive the 
moſt efſential reformation, and the Conſtitution, 
excellent in itſelf; would remain unhurt. 
Pardon us, Sir, for thus freely giving you our 
ſentiments, but it is in compliance with your re- 
artery => eee 
| And moſt humble ſervants, .. 
me Maron: ALDERMEN, and — 
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Letter / n the Town Clerk oF Ifelingford, * 
irman of: the Committee 7 — 

* N We 


— 


Sir Wy a 
b. Mae 1 AM deſired by Edward wen, 
Efquire, Mayor of this Borough, to inform you, 
that in conſequence of your Letter to him of the 
iſt of November laſt, relative to a 
Reform, he called a Common Council of the 
Borough, who unanimouſly acceded to the ſen- 
timents and advice contained in the Letter, and 
have reſolved to inſtru& our Repreſentatives to 
ſupport the Petition of the Countyof York, when. 
ever the ſame ſhall be preſented to Parliament. 
I have the honour to be, with * reſpect, 
Sr, your obedient 


© * 
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And moſt humble rn 
JOHN ALLNATT, 
Town Clerk of the Borough of 
TEC og Wallingford, Berks. 
Dec. 13, 1982, d , 
| tt >. 0 
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Letter from the Mayor of Dartmouth, to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of 4 of. the 
County 4 Vork. | 
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_ Danpmovrn, Dec. 13, 1582. 

Sir, K 
7 1 WAS duly honoured with 
your Letter of the iſt of November, incloſing a 
copy of the Reſolutions of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee, on which ſubje& I have converſed with 
the Gentlemen -of this Borough, and though I 
am convinced that they are (as every other per- 
ſon muſt be) ſenſible of the neceſſity of a Reform 
in the Repreſentation of this country, yet it ſeems 
to be their opinion, that the people pointing out 
any ſpecific remedy to Parliament, may rather 
retard than forward their wiſhes, and therefore 
think that they ſhould only pray in general 
terms for the Redreſs of thoſe grievances ſo 
juſtly complained of: Indeed the gentlemen of 
this town, being chiefly engaged in merchandiſe, 
have not much turned their thoughts to this 
=; but ſhould a meaſure of this nature be 
brought 


which no man is more truly ſenſible 


. 
brought forward in Parliament, we doubt not 
but our Repreſentatives will conſider ſolely the 
intereſt of their country, and our inſtructions to 
them ſhall not be wanting in ſo very great and 
material a concern. 

As a part of the People of England at ke, 
this Corporation begs to expreſs their approba- 
tion of the Proceedings of the Yorkſhire Com. 


mittee, and to return their thanks to you, Sir, 
for your great aſſiduity, in ſo good a cauſe, of 


Than, Sir, 
' Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
JOHN BROWNE, 


"**} 
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Paper XXV. em 26332 


Letter from the Chairman 1f the beter Commit. 
tee, to the Chairman of the Committee of Aſſo- 
e OE 


Sir, f 
| | IN e of your Letter 
of the iſt of November, by direction of the 
Committee of Aſſociation for the County of 
York, to the Duke of Richmond and to the 
Chairman of the Suſſex Committee, ſuch Mem- 
hers as were in London, and could conveniently 
be met with, were conſulted, and were of opi- 
nion, that the calling of a Meeting of the County 
of Suſſex to deliberate on the various Propoſi- 
tions contained in your Letter, would not at 
this moment anſwer the laudable ends you have 
in view; but a Meeting of the Committee have 
been called to conſider of your Letter, and held 
this day. They have direted me to inform 
you, that they heartily join, with the reſt of the 
kingdom, in grateful thanks to the Yorkſhire 
Committee, for their-great exertions in favour 
of 0 Reform. 


- 


cum, Dec. 14, mY | 


„ The + 
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The Committee of the County of Suſſex are 
thoroughly ſenſible of the truth of your obſerva. 
tion, that there cannot be a probability of ſucceſi 
but by preſerving harmony and union amongſt 
the ſeveral Aſſociated and Petitioning Bodies... 
They are alſo aware of the objection that will 
be taken, if it is not known on what grounds 
and to what extent the people deſire the Re- 
formation of Parliament ſhould proceed. They 
clearly ſee the deciſive advantage that would 
reſult from an intixe and perfect union of the 
whole kingdom upon ſome ſpecific meaſure, 
which, in fuch caſe, muſt command ſucceſs: 
But the Suflex Committee are very apprehen- 
ſive that the opinions of the people, although ge- 
nerally made up as to the exiſtence of the abuſe, 
are not agreed upon the ſpecific. war and 
they fear that, from the neceſſary want of com. 
munication, the inconveniences that attend fre- 
quent Meetings, and the difficulty of 
a variety of complex Propofitions, in ſuch large 
Aſſemblies, it will. be impoſſible to attain the 
deſired end of unanimity by the method you 
propoſe. The opinion of the County of Suſſex 
might certainly be taken on the ſeveral heads 
mentioned in your Letter, but other heads 
might alſo be propoſed, and on theſe various 
matters, their ſentiments, or | thoſe of other 
Counties, to whom it is preſumed the Com- 
mittee for the County of Vork has made ſimi- 
lar applications, might bs different from _ 
ot 
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other. Nothing can be more candid and fair 
than the declaration of the Yorkſhire Commit - 
tee, that if ſome of their Propoſitions ſhould not 
meet with the concurrence of a decided ma- 
jority of the Petitioning Counties, that they 
would not heſitate to ſacriſice their wiſhes to the 
preſervation of harmony: it is to be hoped that 
other Bodies entertain the ſame good diſpoſi- 
tions, with reſpect to objects that are not of the 
firſt magnitude, but there may be other points, 
from which if the opinions of great Counties 
are once taken, they may not afterwards be ſo 
ready to depart. The Suſſex Committee are, 
therefore, of opinion, that it will be more pru- 
dent not to riſque the eſtabliſhing ſuch decided 
differences of opinion, as would afford to the 
Enemies of all Reformation the ſtrongeſt ground 
of oppoſition, for they think it by far a leſs fatal 
objection, that it.ſhould be ſaid, that the people 
are not agreed as to the manner of Reform, 
than that they diſagree by propoſing Plans pofli- 
bly oppoſite to each other. They are, therefore, 
of opinion, that it would be moſt adviſeable for 
all the Petitioning Counties to adhere to the 
example which has been ſet by ſeveral—ot com- 
plaining only of the abuſe, and leaving the re- 
medy to the wiſdom of Parhament.—The Suſſex 
Committee underſtand that fome Plan will be 
propoſed in Parliament either by a Committee, 
or on the part of Government, and they think 
it will be much ſafer to take the opinion of the 

Counties, 


T a 1 
Counties, on ſuch a different meaſure, than to 
call upon them at large to propoſe a- variety of 
ſchemes. It is with great deference to the Com. 
mittee of the County of York, that the Suſſex 
Committee ſubmit theſe obſervations and the Plan 
above-mentioned which they mean to follow. 

I have the honour to be, with great ere. 

Sir, 
Your * obedient humble ſervant, 
VW. FRANKLAND. 


— —᷑—ũ ̃—-̃— : . — 
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Letter from the Corporation of Langport, 70 the 
Chairman of the Committee TE 
the County of York. 


— 
LANGPORT, * 14, 1782. 


Rev. Sir, 
IN conſequence of a Letter, 


which 1 have lately had the honour to receive 
from you, incloſing an account of the Proceed- 

ings of the Committee of Aſſociation for the 
County of York, I have this day laid the cauſe 
before the Corporation of this Borough, and 


herewith you will receive its ſentiments Th 
e 


0 
ff 
n. 
X 
n 
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The Corporation, truly ſenſible of the great 
Reform that is neceflary to be made in Parlia- 
ment, as well in the unequal Repreſentation of 
the People therein, as in ſhortening the duration 
of Parliaments, earneſtly wiſhes -for a general 
Redreſs of thoſe grievances, and concurs in the 

inion of the Yorkſhire Committee, that ſome 
particular Propoſitions of Reform ſhould be 
ſtated ; and, therefore, the ſeveral Propoſitions, 
made by the Yorkſhire Committee, being read, 
the Corporation does heartily give its concur- 
rence therein, and highly approves of the fame. 

I am directed to communicate to you, the 
high eſteem this Corporation. entertains of the 
Committee of Aſſociation for the County of 
York, their worthy Chairman, and the meaſures 
they purſue ; and that it will be always ready 
to co-operate with them, in any meaſure they 
ſhall adopt to obtain the deſirable object they 
have in view. 

I have the a to be, Sir, | 
Your moſt humble ſervants, 
GEORGE SrUCKET, 
Portreve. 


E. 
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Paper XXVII. 


Letter from the Chairman of the Huntingdon, 
ſhire Committee / Aﬀſociation, to the Chairman 
of the Committee of Aﬀociation of the e 
of Vork. | 


THE illneſs of Sir Robert 
Bernard has prevented the Committee of Aſſo- 
ciation for the County of Huntindon from re- 
turning an earlier anfwer to your letter, com- 
municating the Opinion and Proceedings of the 
Committee of Yorkſhire, on the fubject of Par- 
' liamentary Reform; and in the abſence of that 
gentleman I am directed to acquaint you with 
the high ſenſe which the Committee of Hunting- 
donfſhire entertain of the zeal and perſeverance 
of the Commitece of Yorkſhire in the public 
cauſe. 

They are of, opinion, that if the example of 
thoſe reſpectable Bodies which have already de- 
termined to preſent Petitions to Parliament, re- 
queſting in general terms a fuller and more equal 
Repreſentation, and a more Conſtitutional dura- 


tion of Parliament : And the unanimous Reſo- 
| lution 


OI 
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tien of the graneal ping, a the deer 
Jouſe Tavern, previous to the prorogation 
mmer, to avoid any ſpecific Propoſitions rela- 
ve to Parliamentary Reform is adhered to; it 
ay be reaſonably expected that the ſabjeRt- will 
> maturely inveſtigated by a Committee of the 
louſe of Commons, Fad the wihce/af che Bee. » 
lc gratified in their fulleſt extent. KM 
All che event of a general application to Par- 
ament can be known, the Committee of Hun- 
pgdonſhire are perſuaded that Inſtructions to 
epreſentatives to ſupport ſpecific Propoſitions 
ould be pretnature, and might, by creating 
iſunion, be eV wn 1 e 
"have the howour 15 be, _ PIR} 
with great reſpeR; nes nor 
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| | Tue, XXVII. 
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| 1050s the Chairman of the Committee gf: 4 
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my Mi -_ Ks «a as wis ws => 


Os, Yar rennen, m ao 


1 Sir, 

1 | Ar che defire Gn 
tuents, the Portreeve and EleQors of _ 
| rough of Penryn, I have the hogopr of tru 
i mitting yan the incloſed ; it may be, perba 
to aſſure you, that my ſentiment 


1 are exactly the ſame, with theirs, on the abe tc 
| Which they have addrefled you. 
1 I have the honour to be, 
To | Sir, ne 
1 Your moſt obedient, im 
© | And moſt humble ſervant, 
I | | FR. BASSE| 


To the Rev. C. WrviLLs 


[ 131 J 
| Pena vn, February 15 1783. 
| Sir, | 


mo © AS we find the York Com- 
| mittee have applied to ſeveral of the Boroughs, 
in this neighbourhood, for their opinions reſpect- 
ing a propoſed change in the Repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament: We, the Portreeve 
and Electors of the Borough of Penryn, think 
it right (though not called upon by you) to give 
our ſentiments on that ſubject, leaſt our ſilence 
ſhould be conſtrued into an acquieſcence i in a 
meaſure which we cannot approve. 
We have no reaſon to doubt, Sir, but that 
you are actuated by the pureſt motives in the 
Serutichi which you wiſh to make in the Re- 
rreſentationz and we truſt you will give us cre- 
dit for acting with the ſame degree of purity, 
men wan, why N r nr oppokite 
We truſt you will riot perinit' the idle and 
groundleſo cenſure on Corniſh Boroughs, in ge- 
neral, to prevent you from giving us à fair and 
impartial hearing. We muſt then declare, that 
dur principles are the ſame as are avowed by 
EIA many of you; that is, That we are ſincerely 
 WHattached to the Conſtitution, as it was eſtabliſh. 
d at the Glorious Revolution, which we under- 
ind to be the ſame as now ſobſilts. Our An- 
ceſtors, in that moment, when tyranny Was 
For dyerturned and * took the moſt « 
2 


[ 238 ] ; 


means to confine, within proper bounds, the 
' King's Prerogative, and to define the Rights of 
the People. The greateſt men of that, or, per. 
haps any age, were for ſome time employed in 
the great work of Political Reformation, and 
yet it did not occur to them, that it would b 
right to adopt any ſuch meaſure as is now pro 
poſed by you: This certainly is not poſitive, bu 
it is preſumptive proof, that ſuch a meaſur 
would be unwiſe and unneceflary ; that ou 
. Conſtitution, as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, 
is the moſt perfect that ever exiſted, will hard) 

we believe, be denied: and whatever 
we may have of your abilities, and thoſe of you 
aſſociates, we hardly think you will ſucceed is 
improving that Conſtitution which the wiſdon 
of ages has approved. We think the preſent me 
| ſure propoſed by you, unjuſt, wunwiſe,. and il 
timed: unjuſt becauſe we cannot conceive that i 
would be more fair to deprive us of our Right 
and Franchiſes, without any juſt, cauſe being 1 
. ſigned; than it would be to deprive. us of ou 
property. In either caſe we ſhould. conſid 
ourſelves injured. No inſtance has yet occurrei 
of ſo violent an exertion of power, except in tit 
caſe of a few boroughs which have been disfra 
chiſed as a puniſhment for their own crime: 
But if, Sir, the innocent are to meet with tis 
ſame puniſhment as the guilty, who is ſafe. 
By the law, as it now ſtands, we have a rigit 
to ſend two Repreſentatives to Parliament; and 
whe 
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when that law is altered, we muſt be injured, and 
without a cauſe, for the complaint of the Cor- 
ruption of Boroughs, in general, will only be 
an argument againſt thoſe Boroughs that are 
proved to be corrupted : Let ſuch be puniſhed, 
but do not puniſh the innocent with the guilty. 
The meaſure would be unwiſe, inaſmuch as every 
unjuſt meaſure muſt be ſo; and ill. timed, becauſe 
it would be wrong to take up the time of Par- 
liament in diſcuſſions upon ſuch a ſubjeR; at a 
time when every exertion and the greateſt vi- 
gour and unanimity are required to enable us 
to make head againſt our numerous enemies. 
Every thing, therefore,” which tends to divide 
Parliament and the Nation, in general, muſt be 
ill timed: As to the compenſation, propoſed by 
ſome, to be given to the disfranchiſed Boroughs; 
we muſt, Sir, declare, we will accept of no 
ſuch compenſation. - We look upon- our right 
to ſend Members to Parliament as invaluable, 
and nothing can compenſate for the loſs of it. 
It has been propoſed, by ſome indeed, not to 
attempt disfranchiſing the Boroughs, but to add 
a certain number of Members to the Counties; 
to this Plan there are fewer objections, but it 
would be certainly attended with innumerable 
difficulties. The great objection at preſent made 
to the Houſe of Commons is, that it is too nu- 
merous: If that objection is well founded, would 
it not be impolitic to increaſe the number; be- 
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ſides we would wiſh to know who is, in that 
caſe, to fix the proportion of Members. 

The Conſtitution, which we now live under, 
we have long experienced the bleſſings of, and 
we with not to ſee it altered: we may be made 
miſerable by a change, but we can never be hap- 
pier than we feel ourſelves at preſent. If a Com. 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons ſhould be ap. 
pointed to take the ſtate of the Repreſentation 
into their conſideration, many of them may 
have the beſt, intentions, but enemies of the 
Conſtitution may treep into it; and, under the 
pretence of amending, may ſubvert and deſtroy 
that Conſtitution they were appointed. to im- 
prove: And let us aſk, if when you, Sir, have 
ſet ſo many opinions afloat, you are certain that 
you can “ ride in the whirlwind and direct the 
ſtorm ?”” If the Conſtitution is to be altered, 
there is great reaſon to believe it will be altered 
for the worſe ? In that caſe poſterity will have 
reaſon to exectate your name; for, when they 
feel real evils, they will be little inclined to con- 
ſider, whether your motives were good or bad; 
nor indeed would it be of any uſe to them to 
inquire: Let us, therefore, entreat you, Sir, to 
conſider ſeriouſly, ere it be too late, the con- 
ſequences of the propoſed change.—Y ou are 
now on the brink of a precipice, down which 
you are probably about to drag millions with 
you: It will be too late for conſideration, when 
you have plunged your country into, perhaps, 

. irremediable 
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irremediable miſery; but let what will happen, we 
flatter ourſelves with having dane our duty to 


ourſelves and the public tt this giving you our 
opinions, which, we truſt, we have done coolly 
and diſpaſſionately, and in ſuch a manner as to 
give you no juſt cauſe of offence. | 
Wezare,, Sir, 5 
Your mod obedient humble ſervants, 


MAR . a 
Tho. Treeve, Benj. Ire 
Benjamin Moon, 
James Bawden, Robert Dillon, 
Richard Buſvin, . Edward Hodge, 
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at James Edgcome, - Rob. Diltsn, jun. 

he Edw. Penwarne, V Penwarne, 

G John . J. Penwirne, jun. 

- John Hillings, © James Johne, 

ey And d eighty four more. - 
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Paper 1. ; 1 


Noce g #6 Ueneial Meeting of dhe County 
of Kent, on the 8th day of June, 1782, 


* * ; 
— — — 


AT a numerous and reſpectable Meeting of 
the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
- Freeholders of the County of Kent, holden 
at the Town-Hall, at Maidſtone, on the 

- 8th of June, 1782. 


Sheriff being abſent, through illneſs, 
"John Sawbridge, Eſq; was unanimouſly 
voted in the Chair. 


Reſolved tt. That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to thank his 
Majeſty for having changed his Councils : and 
the following Addreſs being read, was unani- 
mouſly approved of 


To 
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To the Kis molt excellent MaJzsrv, — 
The Humble Addreſs of the Noblemen, Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the r 
Kent. | 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
ATTACHED to your Royal Perſon and Fa- 
mily by every tie of loyalty and affection, We 
beg leave to return your Majeſty our cordial 
thanks for having complied with the wiſhes of 
your People, by making a change in your Coun- 
cils, and appointing thoſe men to the Admini- 
ſtration of Affairs, who, from their abilities and 
integrity, and from having pledged themſelves 
to Conſtitutional at are deſervedly the 
favourites of the Public, 

We entertain the moſt grateful ſenſe of your 
Majeſty's benign intentions to alleviate the bur. 
thens of your People, by a Reform in your Ci- 
vil Eſtabliſhment, and by your recommendation 
to Parliament, of an eſſectual Plan of ceconomy 
through every branch of the Public Expendi- 
ture; and we feel the moſt perfect ſatisfaction 
that your Majeſty has no reſerves. with your 
People. —Such a declaration cannot fail to pro- 
duce, in a loyal People, an emulation to con- 
vince your Majeſty, that your reliance on their 
affections, for the true honour of your Crown 
and Government, is not misplaced. 
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Permit 
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Permit us, gracious Sire, to congratulate your 
Majeſty on the late ſignal and important-ſucceſs 
of your arms, at a period ſo critical to national 
welfare. A ſucceſs which, when directed to 
true political effect by a wiſe Adminiſtration, 
will, we truſt, lead to the only juſtifiable object 
of War—an honourable Peace. | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the faid Addreſs 
be ſigned by the Chairman of this Meeting, on 
behalf of this Meeting, and be preſented to his 
Majeſty by the Chairman, attended by the Mem- 
bers of the County. 

Reſqlved almoſt unanimouſly, That a Petition 
be preſented to the Houſe of Commons, the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, on the ſubject of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the Repreſentation.of the People in 
Parliament. 

A motion was then made, that this Meeting 
do adjourn, which motion was rejected al moſt 
unanimouſly, 

Ihe queſtion being then put upon the follow- 
ing Petition, which was read to the Meeting, it 
paſſed unanimouſly. 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great Bun 
in Farament a 


The Humble Petition of the Notlemes/ Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the County 
of Kent, 5 


Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, ſenſible of the ex- 
cellency of that Conſtitution under which they 
have the happineſs to live, moſt ardently with to 
have it maintained upon the true . on 
which it is founded. 

Your Petitioners further ew, That it is ne- 
ceſſary to the welfare of the People, that the 


Commons? Houſe of Parliament ſhould have a 


common intereſt with the nation; and that in 


the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation of the 


People in Parliament, the Houſe of Commons 
do not ſufficiently ſpeak the voice of the People. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
Honourable Houſe to take into their moſt ſeri- 
ous conſideration, the preſent inadequate ſtate of 
the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 
and to apply ſuch remedy to this great Conſti- 
tutional evil, as to this Honourable Houſe may 
ſeem meet. 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


Reſolved 
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Reſolved almoſt unanimouſly, That the Com. 
mittee appointed and confirmed by the former 
Meetings of this County, be confirmed by this 
Meeting, with the ſame powers as before. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be returned to the Members of this 
County, for their diligent attendance and up- 
right conduct in Parliament. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 3 of 
this Meeting be returned to the Sheriff, for hay. 
ing called this Meeting. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be returned to the Chairman of 
this Meeting for his conduct. 

JOHN SAWBRIDGE, 
Chairman. 
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Paper II. 

Proceedings at @ General Meeting i the Gy 
Weſtminſter, held in nn n 
17th day . 1782. 


Wedneſday, July 17, 178a, being the day 
appointed for a. General Meeting of the 
Electors of Weſtminſter, to conſider of a 
Petition to the Houſe of Commons, for a 
more equal Repreſentation of the People, ( 
and for ſhortening the duration of Parlia- ; 
ment, about a quarter paſt one Mr. Fox 
and the Weſtminſter Committee 
on the Huſtings, when Mr. Fox being 

unanimouſly called into the Chair, came 
forward, and addreſſed himſelf to the 
Electors as follows: | 


Gentlemen, 
T is my duty, upon the WEAK occaſion, to 
explain to you the immediate purpoſe of 
your Meeting this day. You all recollect, that 
an idea has been previouſly ſuggeſted. in this 
Hall, and received, I believe, with the ſincere 
and unanimous approbation of every gentleman 
preſent, that there is an actual and inſurmount- 
able an. if the future preſervation of the 
liberties 
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liberties of the people of this country is an objec 
at all worth attention, that ſome change ſhould 
be made in the Parliamentary Repreſentation of 
the People in the Houſe of Commons. At the 
time, however, when this opinion was originally 
mentioned, the period did not ſcem opportune 
for adopting any meaſure for carrying it into 
execution; there were little grounds for any 
expectation that the then Adminiſtration would 
have taken any active part in contributing to 
the completion of a meaſure ſo repugnant to 
their known principles, and fo hoſtile to their 
intereſts: Upon a late change, however, not the 
laſt that took place, in an Admiitifiration which, 
"had all the Members of it been as ſincere in their 
principles, and in their attention to the true in- 
tereſts of this country, as ſome were; would Kill 
Have fubfiſted, and I hope to the honour of 
themſelves, and the general advantage of the 
people, the time was thought: fortunate and 
proper for bringing this important point pub- 
licly forward, and for introducing 1 it r 
and formally i in Parliament; in conſequente of 
thefe opinions, a motion was made in Farliament, 
by a young man of the moſt fignat abilities, and 
vhoſe public conduct had ſo entirely concurred 
with your own ſentiments and wiſhes, that you 
expreſſed a defire for him'to become one of your 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, propoſing, that 2 
Committee ſhould be appointed, for taking into 
conſideration the prefent ſtate of Parliamentary 

' Repreſentation 


288 KF S. TF SF S. S HFF NSS EAS SFS. E. 


8 


— 243 1 
Repreſentation in the Houſe'of Commons ; the 
honourable author of this motion, I mean Mr. 
William Pitt, ſupported jt in the Houſe with all 
that ability which characteriſes him; and with all 
that firmneſs, integrity, and dignity, which 1 
believe to be no leſs in the number of his excel - 
lencies; but though his arguments appeared to 
me unanſwerable, they did not carry with them 
that influence in the Houſe which, in my mind, 
was due to them, and the motion was over. ruled 
by a ſmall majority. It appeared that the Houſe 
of Commons were not yet ripe for ſuch a mea- 
fure; and the principal argument adduced as 
the foundation of their rejection, was this, that 
ſuch an alteration did not appear to be the geo- 
neral or real with of the people of this country; 
if, however, ſubſequent events have proved the 
contrary, have proved that this was the real wiſh 
of the people of this country, I truſt we ſhall 
hear no more of ſuch an objection. 

It is for the purpoſe of obtaining your ſenti- 
ments again upon this important ſubject that this 
Meeting has been called, and I entertain no doubt 
that the citizens of Weſtminſter will concur in 
the common zeal upon this occaſion, and will 
readily embrace every Conſtitutional means for 
bringing about an event which I think, and 28 
all wiſe and candid men muſt think, fo funda- 
mentally and effentially neceffary. for the preſer- 
vation of our rights and liberties as Engliſhmen. 
A ED Ga WW oa" 
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will preſently make a motion to you upon thut 
ſubject, and will read I believe a Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons for your ſigning. I ſhal 
hope you will addreſs the Houſe in terms of re. 
ſpe& and decency, but at the fame time with that 
firmneſs and determination which the import. 
ance of the ſubject requires, and which become 
Engliſhmen petitioning for the preſervation of 
their rights and privileges. I ſhould wiſh alſo 
that your Petition may be couched as much 2 
poſſible in general terms: If a ſpecific mode be 
Pointed out, it may probably give riſe to objeo 
tions, and may involve in its own fate the tem 
porary deſtruction of the great principle itſelf, 
upon which that mode is founded. A ſubject of 
ſo complex and difficult a nature will neceflarily 
produce variety of opinions, even among men 
who wiſh well to the general principle, and vil 
certainty give opportunities to thoſe who are 
hoſtile to it to effect the rejection of your Petition 
in toto; if, on the contrary, you expreſs your 
wiſhes in general terms, very little fear, I truſt, 
is to be entertained that they will be 
attended to, and that the object of the Petition 
will be completed for this is a clear, plain, broad 
truth, that no man in the Houſe of Commons 
will venture to deny, that a pure, uncorrupt, 
general repreſentation of the people is the great 
characteriſtic of the Engliſh Conſtitution, and 
that the preſervation of it depends upon the due 
and TI ſupport of that eſſential r 
˖ 


1 
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— I or r weak enough 


don it, I ſhall hope for the opportunity of ad- 
eſſing myſelf to you again. I cannot, however, 


rpoſe of expreſſing my warm and ſincere gra- 


eived from the inhabitagts:of Weſt minſter. 
muſt: have had a heart callous indeed, and:T 
iſt very different from its real 
duld have bean infenfible to the various obliga- 
ons I have been n n and repeatedly 
dnoured with from you. Tour kindneſa this 


= I have not the plenſure df ſeting a larger 
r aſſembiled on the pre ſent ĩmpoxtant oc- 
br N but this id 8 citrumſtance owing. 


un- 


t I poflefs your approbation, whilk I am 
— reddadays 1 ſhall never 


ar the arts of any perſons whatever. Whether 
key be open enemies ur inſidĩous friends, I ſhall 


qually diſregard their efforts to.injure me, con- 
JL. H, K tent 
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hat it is not properly tupported noir, is evident. 
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tion to you; if ay 2 ſhould ariſe 


p detaining you-ou> moment longer, for the 
tude for the numberieſs — which I have | 


exture,//if 1 
iy adds one more favopir to the humber z ;} am 


dubtedly, - to tho unfurtunate hadneſs of the 
2 Geatlemen, I haye only.now to add, dat 
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110 | tent with the approbation of my numetous , 
114 reſpectable conſtituents, who have hitherto de 
TY juſtice to the motives by which. I have been 
108 | Huenced in my public conduR, and I doubt 
1001. will continue to do ſo. | 
111 Major Caxrwaionr then moved, that 


| of England, as formed by our forefathers, a 
Susa eien e 
than in the preſent unequal Repreſentation oi 
People, and duration of Parliament, which c 
: tinual experience hath proved to be no leſs] 
hey of the rights —-— r 
ö of che rights of Englimen. 
ved, That without 
— — bf 
4 e, and the duration of Parliament, the 
[ can neither be any radical cure of the corruptic 
1 which, after the beſt regulations of oi 
* partial reforms, may' fill be: employetl a8 
os N Repreſentative Body, 1 


permanent againſt treachery or faſi 
to the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous, whole belt 
port is from 3 Houſe of Commons which þ F 
pre 
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Reſolved, That the motion made on the yth 
of May laſt, by the Hon, William Pitt, and ſe- 
>nded by Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, for the 
appointment of à Committee of the Houſe of 
ommons, to enquire into the preſent unequal 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 
— Solcatod by x al Ker he teler of 
he day, we confider it incumbent on us, at this 
ne, to make known our ſentiments on this 
abjeR, and to declare, that we will never relax 
1 our endeavours to obtain à correction of the 
above grievances, and to tranſmit to poſterity a 
purer Repreſentation, Yithour n 
either be free nor happy. 


Mr. SawazrDos then cs forward, and id, 


Gentlemen, 
Pape ore AS TI 
opened to you by the honourable Chairman, and 
r the Reſolutions that you have unanimouſly 


| 2 © lows — 
Reſolved, That a Petition de preſented to the 
uſe of Commons; for a Reforta in the Repre- 
mation. of the yopls. and: in phe Quratiqn Of | 


Wick your Lie- willed the Putin 
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Abe cp 
in Parliament aſſembled: 


The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of th 
eee, 


The BA 


That y ä 
ſuggeſt, 24 of a due p 


epreſen throughout che om, i 
7 2 . and —— | 


S nd [ove Peitiontrs beni truſt this? ou 
will be pleaſed to conſider, that in the fubjett 
this Petition iu included 2 that can be deat ! 
Citizens and to Men. 
. 
able Houſe to take the premiſes into Its * 
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rr 
ule Howl . beſtow its ſerious attention to 

a 2 V examine their claims with im- 
obtaining juſtice. 3 
And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 


Major CARTWRIGHT. I ſecond nd tha 8 
Gennes with parc fg C 
— the pron ee eee 
2 e — 

becauſe am convinced, and have m_ 
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proper OE 1 
re _ 
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An — ne. 
hon to be ſee you upon » ml 
—— ph pa, vin" ere 
or three others 1 

— I ſhall ſuggeſt, to impreii — 
e 
1 

am given to underſtand, the number 
Electors eſtminſte: —_— electi 
3 50 — ns 
——_ than 8 or gooo, and the ole 
— Electors are no leſs than —— 
30 9 that this is the caſe, I think 

worth yout conſideration, to fee whe- 
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ther you are repreſented in any degree of pro. 
portion with other parts of the kingdom. To 
ſet that matter before you in a proper point of 
view, I will recal to your recollection what 1 
obſerved upon a preceding occaſion, that in ſome 
diſtricts, 1 3,000 Freeholders chooſe nine Mem- 
bers, which is an average of 1400 and ſome 
odd for the choice of two Members, but you 
have only two Members, who have 10,000 
Electors; their average for one Member is about 
706, your average is the majority of 5000 to 
one Member: Conſider what an enormous dif- 
proportion that is ;—you will obſerve in other 
places a greater diſproportion between the num. 
bers of the Electors and their Repreſentatives; 
there are 43,000 citizens, yourſelves make 3 
fourth' part of them nearly, that chooſe 52 
Members; you who are a fourth part of that 
number only chooſe 2 of thoſe Repreſentatives; 
the average in this caſe is, 413 Electors to one 
Repreſentative; yours you recollect is the majo- 
rity of 5000; but this is not the worſt, as you 
go farther you ſee the evil increaſe ;z there are 
41,000 Electors for Boroughs, ſmall Towns, 
and Sea Ports, that chooſe 369 Members; the 
average there is only 55 EleQors to every Mem. 
ber, yours is the majority of 5000; but it is 
ſtill worſe than all this, if you go farther, for 
taking particular Boroughs, you will find 7000 
Electors chooſe. 257 Members; upon an average 
27 Voters to a Repreſentative; and in ſome 

| particuar 
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particular Towns, 340 Borough Hectors chooſe 
50 Members; upon an average of ſeven to 

every Member in thoſe rotten. Boroughs and 
Cinque-Ports, and you have no more than one 


Member to the majority of o therefore you 


need not wonder your property is made a ſa- 
crifice to thoſe OB nl op ng = apt 
bers of perſons; every body knows they muſt 
be ſubje to bribery and corruption. A great 
deal has been ſaid about the Repreſentation of 


the landed intereſt, and a Repreſentation of the 
trading intereſt ; I beg leave to obſerve, the 
preſent Repreſentation is not a Repreſentation 
of either, in any degree of fairneſs or common 
ſenſe; you muſt "conclude from what I have 


already explained to you, that in fact, the pre- 


ſent Repreſentation is the Repreſentation of great 
families, who have great overbearing influence 


in particular Counties ; it is the Repreſentation 


likewiſe of the Crown, who has the command 


over a great number of little beggarly Boroughs 
and ſea-port Towns; for as the Crown nomi- 


nates Members in thoſe places, it is the Re- 
preſentation of the Crown z which has no bu- 
fineſs with the Repreſentation of the Houſe 
of Commons; it is the Repreſentation of a. 
great number of individuals that have pur- 
chaſed old houſes to Rnd themſelves to Par- 
liament; I mean, to bring themſelves in inde- 
pendent of their Elecbors; it is the Repreſenta- 
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- tion of corrupt adventurers that come from the 
Eaſt-Indies, with a great deal of money, who 
have bribed themſelves into Parliament, inde. 
pendent of the power of the EleQors; the uſe 
they make of thoſe ſeats in Parliament, you all 
very well know; you have; had experience in 
the preſent calamitous war, which I hope in God 
— —ů— ro, or I ſee no ſalva. 
tion for this kingdom. This Petition is to te- 
form theſe abuſes, there have been ſome objeftions 
ſtarted, I. ſhall take notice of none but that of 
the impracticability of obtaining ſuch a Reform 
as is now hinted at in this preſent Petition, for 
gaining a proportionable Repreſentation in Par. 
liament. One argument to ſhew it is not im- 
practicable is this, that it is not found iniprac- 
ticable for ingenious Miniſters to tax every 
thing you eat, drink, and wear, even to evety 
individual pot of porter the poor labouring 
man drinks, and even to every pound of 
ſoap the poor, waſherwoman makes uſe of, to 
clean the clothes of herſelf and family. Now, 
if all can be taxed, there may be ways arid means 
found that all may be repreſented ;” and if they 
cannot only tax every man, but every morſel of 
meat, and every atom of clothing, then all the 
argument of impraQticability, with regard to 
making a Reform complete enough to anſwer 
every purpoſe, appears to me the moſt abſurd 
of all La NP was offered, I ſhall 
not 
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not take up more of your time, having fecond- . 
ed the motion for the Petition. 

Dr. Jann. My worthy friend, Major Cart- 
wright, having ſo ably enforced the neceſſity of 
2 Reform in the Commons Houfe of Parliament, 
and explained the grounds and reaſotis' on 
which the prayer of the propoſed Petition is 
ſounded, it is unneceſſary for me to add any 
thing to what he has — — on theſe ſubjects. 

A queſtion, however, may be aſked,” In what 
manner will it be for you to 20, in 
order to carry your wiſhes into effect? 

In the firſt place it will be neceſſary to render 
the ſigning the Petition as general as poſſible, 

I would recommend to you ſtudioufly to in- 
quire into, and thoroughly to comprehend, the 
nature of the Reform you demand; examine 
into the grounds and reaſons of the Petition; 
and if you approve its prayer - teſtify your ap- 
probation by your voluntary ſignature.—I would 
not, on any account, wiſh you to ſign what you 


do not comprehend—nor be induced to fupport 


a Petition from any other principle than a firm 
perſuaſion of the propriety of its prayer.—Copies + 
will be diſperſed in proper places. A due de- 
gree of attention will not be wanting in your” 
Committee; but if you wiſh ſucceſs, you muſt 
yourſelves appear zealous in the cauſe. It is ne- 
ceſſary that the ſignature be numerous, other- 
wiſe we ſhall give efficacy to the argument uſed 
againſt us in the Houſe of Commons in which 

it 


T1596 3 
it was aſſerted, that the Reformation requaleb 


was not the wiſh of the People. 
r — — 
ple can effect a conſtitutional purpoſe, is by per. 


ſeverance und a many g; i in _ mo. 


urging their requeſt. 


It is your duty, e be perſuaded of Wu 


juſtice of your cauſe, to declare repeatedly and 
ſteadily in the ear of Parliament, that no conſi· 
deration will induce you to ſuſpend your exer. 


tions, until you have obtained ſubſtantial juſtice 


—and that nothing but the conceſſion of your 
conſtitutional demand can induce you, without 


murmuring, tobear thoſe numerous taxes, which, 


unleſs you be fairly repreſented, can by no means 


be equitably impoſed. —It is my hope—it is my 


expectation, that in a ſhort time one cry will go 


through the land—and that the voice of the Peo- 


ple will be loud and univerſal from quare 
ter of the kingdom—that the language 7 

conſtituent to every — 4% < will — 
RESTORE THE CONSTITUTION OF OUR 

COUNTRY. 

A third mode which will aſſiſt you in effecting 
your purpoſe, is, to watch diligently who thoſe 
men are, that uniformly in Parliament ſupport 
your cauſe—and who they are that have the 
confidence to oppoſe it ; and by giving to thoſe 
who ſupport it, the fulleſt evidences of your ap- 
probation—treating the opponents of your juſt 


and righteous claims with thoſe marks of your 
diſpleaſure, 
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diſpleaſure, which their unconſtitutional and un- 
worthy conduct deſerves. — Be aſſured that public 
cenfure—for I do not mean to counſet you to 
any illegal act, is a powerful weapon, which can. * 
not be wreſted from you by any machinations 
of your adverſaries. The moſt exalted Peer 
however he may pride himſelf in the diſtinctions 
he enjoys—however elevated he may eſteem his 
ſtation above the common maſs of the People, 
cannot eaſily confole himſelf under the loſs of 
their approbation and favour. This method, 

Gentlemen, of carrying your purpoſe into exe. 

cution, is to the genius of the 

Engliſh Conſtitution. The power of taxation re- 
ſides in the Engliſh Commons by this power 

the People control the Crown this power is de- 
legated to their Repreſentatives but the power 
of CENSURE the People ſtill retain and thus 
are enabled to retain their Repreſentatives, when 
fairly choſen, within the limits of their duty. 
With reſpect to the prayer of the preſent Pe- 
tition, you will obſerve, it is expreſſed in the 
moſt general terms —it requeſts nothing ſpecific 
—this was concerted, in order to obviate that 
diverſity of ſentiment which muſt neceflarily take 
place, before the ſubje& has been properly dif 
cuſſed—we ſtate, becauſe we all feel the grievance 
—ve leave the conſideration of the remedy to 
Parliament, truſting that Parliament will explore 
what is juſt and equal, and do what juſtice ſhall 
require. I have no occaſion to inform you, that 
a noble 


/ 
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a noble and extenſive plan for an equal, annual, 
and univerſal repreſentation of: the Common 
was propoſed in the Upper Houſe of Parliament, 
by that ornament of the human ſpecies, the Duke 
of Richmond. To that plan, which correſponds 
alſo to the idea of Major Cartwright, I intirely 
aſſent —Yet, though attached to the idea of an. 
A nual elections, I can, with perfect 

Join in the preſent Petition to the Houſe of Com. 
mons, to take the matter into their ſerious con- 
ſideration, while, at the ſame time, thoſe who 
are equally attached to triennial Parliaments, 
may, with equal conſiſtency, unite in the ſame 


I muſt farther obſerve to you, that the preſent 
is 2 moment fingularly favourable to our views, 
There is a general diſpoſition throughout Eng- 
land to concur in this falutary work ; and we 
have alſo at the head of public affairs, à ſet of 
men who have profeſſed and manifeſted a zea- 
lous attachment to our cauſe, It is with heart- 
felt ſatisfaction that I requeſt you to turn your 
attention to that exalted character, the Duke of 
Richmond, who may in a manner be ſaid to live 
only to effect this great, this important purpoſe. 
We have alſo the expreſs declarations of the Earl 

of Shelburne, as may be ſeen in his letter to the 
County of Wilts, wherein he declares, that the 
People of England have a right to an annual 
election of their Repreſentatives, and an equal 
Repreſentation, founded upon an higher autho- 

_ nity 
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rity than any Act or Acts of Parliament can eon · 


fer. We have, therefore, a right to conclude, 


that a Nobleman, who fo ſolemnly declared tis 
ſentiments in the face of the People, will, now 
he is poſſeſſed of power, ſteadily ſupport our 


ata right to declare, that if he fails in gratify. 


ing our reaſonable expectations, he will juftly | 


incur that public cenfure, the nature of which'T 
have before delineated, and loſe all title tothe 
eſtimation of his fellow-citizens. In ſach circum- 
ſtances, the moſt ſplendid diſtinctions of office 
will afford a very imperfect conſblation to the 
Earl of Shelburne: I will alfo mention another 
worthy character now in power, and attathed 
to your cauſe: I mean the illuſtrious ſon of 
that illuſtrious ſtateſman, the Earl of Chatham. 
He has already merited much of his country, by 

moving for the appointment of 4 Committee 
conſider our requelt. ©, _ 
With all theſe proſpe&s you will be wanting 
to yourſelves and your poſterity, if you do not 
manifeſt your attachment to your excellent cauſe 
in the manner I have deſcribed. Sign the Peti- 
tion: recommend it to your neighbours; and 
declare thoſe who are againſt it to be unworthy 
your confidence. Be affured, if you will your- 
ſelves properly ſupport it, no human power can 
prevent your, ſucceſs. The Repreſentation of 
the People is the excluſive concern of the People. 
To the Houſe of Lords, particular offices and 
; . powers 
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powers are affigned, with which the People 
cannot with propriety interfere : but with re. 
ſpect to the Houſe of Commons, their buſineß 
our buſineſs, their rights your rights. ] 
— aſk you, is it reaſonable that you ſhould 
pay taxes, and have no controul over the men 
who impoſe them? And if you have not a. ſuffi 
cient controul, you have no controul. wil 
alſo aſk you, if you, who are ſo immediately 
concerned in this great queſtion, will not exert 
yourſelves, do you expect that the King, that 
the Lords, that the Houſe of Commons, that 
corrupt. body, which is the propoſed object of 
the Reform, will effect it for you? I once more, 
therefore, recommend to you a firm, decided, 
perſevering, but yet conduct. Peaceful 
means will be ſufficient for your purpoſe; but 
zeal will be required, and a firm determination 
to honour with your approbation and confidence 
only thoſe of your Repreſentatives who, 15 
uniform, ſteady, and conſiſtent conduct, 
manifeſt a warm attachment to your cauſe. 
Mr. Fox then read the Petition, which was 
reſolved upon unanimouſly, . 
= P. 9 hr I believe, Gesten it 
ty for 61. Jon that there will 
be hag Nemo ready in different 
parts of the town. 
Major CarTwRIGHT moved for it to be pre- 
ſented by their two Repreſentatives, Mr. 18 
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and Sir Cecil Wray; w which was agreed to una- 
nimoully. 

Dr. Jszp,—The particular buſineſs for which 
is Meeting was called being now concluded, i 
g leave to offer a few reflections upon a matter 
f the moſt ſerious and important nature, 

Under a ſtrong impreſſion of the calamities 
Even upon us from an unjuſt and unnatural 
, the inhabitants of this city lately preſented 
\ Petition to the King, That he would relin- 
"iſh entirely, and for ever, the 2 of 7 
zur American brethren to obe 


The changes that ſoon after nk pace tt 
this 


Royal Counſels and the Adminiſtration 
ountry, led us to expect that the prayer of our 
etition would be granted, and the _calamitous 
onteſt terminate in 

An event very different from the fack. —— 
It is your, duty and yout intereſt, my fellow. | 
itizens, on whom muſt be levied the taxes 
ieceflary to the fupport of ſuch a conteſt, tas 
which our exhauſted finances are utterly unable 
o ſuſtain, to be on your guard, leſt, under falſe 
pretences, you be induced to give your ſanction 
o the continuance of a war which threatens the 
leſtrution'of our Country. I preſume not to 
peak of the.meaſures. of the cabinet, except ſo 
r as thoſe meaſures are openly declared; 1 
orm my judgment ſolely from what the Members 
f Adminiſtration have declared in the Houſe of 
ers, or Aﬀſembly of the Commons; from hence, 
there 


there is too much reaſon to appreliend the 


may ariſe, or artfully be ſuggeſted by the! 


independence be ſuſpended until new delufic 
all take place, the ravages of war be renene 
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doubts and difficylties ſtill remain with 
o the main object of our prayer. 1 will uni 
my feelings without reſerve. It is not withoy 
Tome reaſon ſuppoſed, that notwithſtanding ly 
appearances, there ſtill exiſts in the prelidiy 
power of this country, an indiſpoſition to acces 
to the unqualified independence of Ametid 
nor is it poſſible: that the contrary can be aſc 
tained, as long as the conceſſion of this indepe u 
dene ſhall be connected with the ratification er 
a 1 treaty of peace. 1 
In fuch circumſtances a collateral point d 
diſpute between this Country and any other d 
the Belligerent Powers, may be held forth iti 
the oſtenſible ground and reaſon for protradi | 
the war. Tears may paſs before this diu 
ſhall be adjuſted; other points of differen 


niſter of the day, and thus the recognition ou: 


and our deſtruction be complete. 

The immediate recognition of the unqualite 
independence of America will be our only ſec mit 
rity againſt the continuance of thoſe evils (ab 
have already experienced, or the farther calat 
ties we have ſo much reaſon to apprehend. 
Such a meafure will be juſt and honour 
ſuch -a meaſure alſo will be e 
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uſtice and expediency are inſeparahiy united. 
— in conſequenge of the natural effect of 
uch a meaſure, on the various parties in the 
var, peace ſhall be eſtabliſhed, ancient habita of 
riendſhip and commercial intercourſe will re- 
iye the generality of the Americans will be 
wakened by our vdluntary acknowledgment 
ff their independence. their affections will re · 
urn. And were weieyen to ſuppoſe, that the 
erms of Peace held: out by France and: Spain, 


o, the neutral Powers, whoſe intereit it is not 
nat England ould deſcend too low in the po- 


lly gratified by the political: ſeparation of the 
wo countries of America and England, would, 


1 all probability, Kep ftirward in our. ſupport . 
You, I truſt, will therefore conclude, that 
our worthy Repreſentative has,: for: juſt and 
cient motives, veigned thei ſtation he lately 
d iche Gottrament. of this country. Mr. 
ox withed to acknowledge the independence 


mited ternis, induced by a well grounded cons 
iction, that ſuch TEcogniticn: would nt offly 
A meaſure juſt and hohowrable in itſelf, but 
0 ne attended with the moſt {Signal 
ges ta this Country. For mycown part, 
2 no heſſtatibn / ini declaring, that the ac · 
W.. TI W rr 


politics, as well as im the private concerns of life, 


ere ſuch as it would n6t become us to ſubmit 


itical ſcale, having their envy or their jealouſy | 


t America in the maſt unconditional and un- 


hade of difference ; but, on the contrary, I an 
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bers of - the Cabinet was not, as was aſſerted i 
the Commons Houſe of Parliament, a trifln 


perſuaded it conſtituted i in fat the ESSENTIAL 
difference between PEACE and WAR. I an 
not. therefore ſufficiently honour your Repre 
ſentative for his wiſdom, ſteadiyeſs, and inte 
grity, at this important moment, the moſt truh 
critical that England ever knew; from my hea 
I am perſuaded, that he has evidenced himſd 
to be an able Stateſman, an excellent Citizen 
and an honeſt Man. 

Dr. JsBB then moved, that the thanks of thi 
Meeting be given to the worthy Chairman, fr 
his conduct on this day; Which . wa 
unanimouſly agreed to 
Mr. Fox then came forward n, a » 
W N cr to the N As ng.” 
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11 cannot receive the 8 elsa 2 
approbation which you have this day expreſt 
towards me, without again wiſhing to repel hay 
the ſincere pleaſure, I. feel from your kind: r 
and the gratitude with which it- inſpires niſt 
I ſhould; perhaps have ſaid a few words et the 
on the buſineſs alluded to by my worthy Fri 
if it had not been intimated to metehat-h the 
were perſons here diffatisficd' with my c 
in Parliament, diſſatisſied with my tondud' 
a Miniſter; who intended to avail themien 
of this occaſion to expreſs their diſapprobatid 
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and publicly to ſtate the cauſes and the reaſons 
for it: always happy in giving thoſe perſons 
who think proper to condemn my conduct, an 
opportunity of the moſt public (the more public 
the better) and moſt open explanation of their 
ſentiments, I was willing to hear what they 
ſhould be diſpoſed to ſuggeſt againſt me, that 
might have a fuller and more complete means 
of juſtiſication; for I am thoroughly conſcious 
that the more the charge againſt me is deve- 
loped, the more ample and ſatisfactory will be 
my power of vindication. The worthy Gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, to whom I have ſo many 
obligations, and upon whoſe firſt ſuggeſtion I 
was originally -recommended to the City of 
Weſtminſter, has alluded to a. Petition which 
had the honour. to preſent to his Majeſty, and 
which was ſigned by four thouſand of the In- 
habitants of that City ; I had certainly hoped 
that that Petition, confirmed and ſtrengthened 
as it was by the ſeveral others which originated 
in different quarters of the kingdom, would 
have ultimately produced all the effects they 
prayed for. So long as I. continued in Admi- 
niſtration, you all had a right to expect that 
the object of thoſe Petitions would be carefully 
promoted, and that its principle would be in- 
riolably adhered to. Had it been otherwiſe, 
you would have had juſt reaſon to accuſe me 
of being an apoſtate to your cauſe, and a traitor 
to your intereſts, What will become of it now, 
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it is not for me directly to preſage; but 1 hope, 
and moſt ſincerely wiſh, your Petition will ſtil 
find a gracious reception from Parliament, and 
the honeſt ſupport of Miniſters. 

The worthy gentleman who preceded me, 
Dr. Jebb, who, if he has any faults in the 
world, they are the faults of tqo much can. 
dour, and a too unſuſpecting honeſty, informs 
you, that you have ſtill the promiſes of Mini 
ſters for the grounds of expectation that you 
Petition will be attended to. He is willing to 
believe theſe promiſes. I am glad ot it. 'T' wiſh 
to ſhake no man's confidence: but I muſt be 
permitted to retain my own ſentiments, my 
own opinions.,, I own I have ſuſpicions. | T hart 
long entertained ſuſpicions, as to the 'generil 
political principles of your preſent Miniſter 
When I became more immediately and tho- 
roughly ſatisfied, that theſe ſuſpicions were not 
badly founded,, I eſteemed it my duty to give: 
public indication, of the ſtate of my opinion, 
and to hold out the ſignal to the world, by re 
tiring from his Wey ſervice. Gentlemen 
Dr. Jebb has mentioned the names of ſeveri 
perſons from whom you haye received: promike 
upon the immediate object of your Petition, 
well as other matters of political” magnitude. 
As to the firſt perſon he nämed, 1 mean the 
Duke of Richmond, he cannot be more happy, 
he cannot be more proud, in giving every in. 
dute of — to him than I ſhall — be. 
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He and I may differ in opinion as to the fitneſs 
or expediency of the moment for retiring from 
his Majeſty's Counſels, but we are unſhakenly 
united in our general principles, and in our 
fixed ſentiments of popular queſtions, We can 
never long differ, becauſe, though an accidental 
difference may have ariſen, as to what line of 
conduct might be proper or improper at this 
moment, I repeat it again, there is not, nor 
cannot be, a difference of principle between 
that noble Duke and me,—lI revere the noble 
Duke's principles; and am never more happy. 
than when I enjoy a public opportunity of giv- 
ing every teſtimony of my eſtkem and reſpe& 
for him.— He is an honeſt man, an able man, 
and a perſevering one; though, in my opinion, 
miſtaken in his choice of conduct at the preſent 
period. — But there is this conſolation for you 


'and me, that the noble Duke is not a man that 


will ſleep upon his poſt; and whenever he has 
the ſame reaſons to ſuſpect that I have, you 
may depend upon it he will not a moment con- 
tinue a colleague of the preſent: Adminiſtration. 
Another noble perſon has been mentioned, as 
having made great promiſes: I am not much 
uſed to truſt to that perſon's promiſes ;—and 
tor this reaſon, becauſe paſt experience has ſup- 
pied me with no cauſe for truſting him :— 
quite the contrary—l attend to facts, not pro- 
miſes; and upon that criterion you will per- 
haps find little foundation for confidence i in the 
L 3 noble 
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noble perſon alluded to. The noble Earl, | 
mean the Earl of Shelburne, has repeatedly told 
the world he would never join any Miniſter 
that would grant independence to America : 
he has ſaid, that in no circumſtances would he 
be induced to accede to ſo humiliating a me: 
ſure; — that Britain's fun was ſet for ever when 
that event ſhould take place. When the nobl: 
Earl uſed this language, it was doubtleſs his in- 
tention to pay a compliment, and it muſt be 
acknowledged he did not addreſs his compli 
ment ignorantly ; he knew how and where to 
take his aim, and no doubt he has taken it ei. 
fectually; now, however, that the floble Earl 
object is in ſome meaſure attained ; now, for 
mere political purpoſes, he recants the whole d 
his former doctrines, permanently and ſeriouſſ 
eſtabliſhed as they had been, and makes 10 
ſcruple to aſſert, that the grounds of his former 
declarations are gone, that he has relinquiſhed 
his opinion, and ſubſcribes now to a ſentiment 
which he had formerly profeſſed the moſt utter 
abhorrence of, an abhorrence ſo firmly rooted, 
that no contingencies, no misfortunes, no hu- 
miliation, could induce him to overcome it 
If an opinion ſo formed, and ſo avowed, could 
be relinquiſhed in a moment, you have reaſon 
to expect that his other opinions will not prove 
more ſincere nor more permanent. This is one 
grand, obvious reaſon for ſuſpicion, backed, 
however, by 2 thouſand others, which - 
—__ ; 
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made an impreſſion on my mind, but which 
however I am not entirely at liberty to make 
uſe of here; but Gentlemen, it is, not by pro- 
miſes by which I am governed, by which this 
Aſſembly or the World in general will be go- 
verned. Let us look to performances, and 
what circumſtance do you find not only amongſt _ 
recent occurrences, but in the whole hiſtory of - 
the noble Earl's political life, 'that can in the 
moſt remote degree tend to inſpire a confidence, 
eſtabliſhed upon that baſis? During the laſt Ad- 
miniſtration, I will venture to ſay, you had 
ſomething better to look to than promiſes ; the 
Members, who now no longer form a part of it, 
not only promiſed, but performed; before they 
came into office, they engaged to bring in a 
Bill for diminiſhing the influence of the Crown: 
What they had engaged to do out of office, 
they performed in it—they engaged to bring 
in a Bill of Reform, and for the eftabliſhment 
of general ceconomy—they did ſo; — they had 
patronized the Contractor's Bill, as tending to 
purify the popular Repreſentation in Parlia- 
ment—they brought it through all its ſtages, 
while in office, and made it a law ;—and with- 
out any previous engagement, they did, what 
in my opinion is of as much, or more conſe- 
quence than all the reſt, they introduced the 
Bill for the excluſion of Exciſe Officers, &c. 

from the right of voting, which ſtruck more 
2 and eſſectually at the corrupt inſſuence 
L 4 of 
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of the Crown than any other meaſure whatever, 


Not a day paſſed, but ſome effort was made to 


contribute to the grand objects of Parliament. 
ary Purification and general Reform; and the 
ſole uſe they made of the honour of ' ſerving his 


| Majeſty was, to prove, by actual performances, 


that they had not betrayed the” confidence of 
the People, by vague, hollow promiſes, which 
they had no intention to adhere to. I muſt re. 
queſt you, therefore, to look to performance, 
and to them only. cannot defire you, it 
would not be fair, to compare the performance 
of the late Adminiſtration, with the promiſes of 
the preſent; but I do moſt anxiouſly deſire you 
to compare the performances of the laſt with the 


performances of the preſent. —1 ſhall deſire no 


better compariſon—no fuller proof of the dif. 
ference between us. I muſt- beg you, in the 
mean time, not to be ſo far miſled by founding 
words, as to compare the actual works of one 
ſet. of men with the- mere verbal engagements 
of another. To perform, requires, perhaps, 
more ſteadineſs, more conſiſtency, more ſinceri- 
ty, than belongs to ſome men. To promile is 
eaſy ; requires no reſolution, no ability, no in- 
tegrity. But if I am required to be influenced 
by a man's declarations, it becomes me to look 
at his character upon the whole, to examine his 
declarations in the whole :, I muſt ſet his pro- 
miſes together, and aſk myſelf, what ought to 
be the general reſult ? It was RY in the 
news 
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news. papers, and I have received a farther con- 
ſirmation of it, through the medium of private 
friends, that the Earl of Shelburne, in his place 
in the Houſe of Lords, promiſed to promote a 
Parliamentary Reform; at the ſame time, how- 
ever, that he makes this profeflign, he intimated 
a deſign of reſtoring the obſolete and dangerous 
practice of giving the Royal Negative to Bills, 
which have received the conſent of the two 
other parts of the Legiſlature, What is this 
faying, in effect? why imply this; © ſo long as 
« the Parliament is what it is; fo long as it 
« is corrupt enough to follow my dictates,“ 
(provided the noble Earl ſhould find it ſo; but 
from me indications of honeſty which the 
preſent Parliament have given, I deem that to 
be doubtful) ſo long as they echo my ſenti- 
ments, that is, the ſentiments of the Miniſter, 
4 ſo long I will by no means adviſe his Majeſty 
to exerciſe his negative. When the Houſe of 
Commons acquieſce implicitly in the wiſhes 
* of the King, his Majeſty ſhall not interpoſe 
* his prerogative againſt them; but as ſoon as 
* they ſhall be made an honeſt, independent 
* Houſe of Commons ; when, by the Reform 
* that our late colleagues have compelled us to 
adopt, the Parliamentary Repreſentation ſhall 
be rendered equal, general, and virtuous, 
* then it will be time for me to revive the 
* cuſtom of his - Majeſty's negative; then it 


* will be proper to check the opinions of ſuch 


* a Parliament, and to deviſe an expedient by 
which 
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&« which their honeſt and conſtitutional powers 
„ ſhall be rendered nugatory and ineffectual. 
“ The time approaches when the Houſe of Com. 
c mons will become, in fact, the Repreſentation 
* of the People, and when their language wil 
ce be the genuine voice of the People; but x 
ce ſuch an event muſt neceſſarily / prove of all 
© others the moſt unfortunate and hoſtile to 
e my Adminiſtration, I will hit upon a mea. 
© ſure, by which the inconvenient virtue d 
s ſuch a Repreſentation may be made impotent 
« and dangerleſs, and by which I may preſerve 
© my favourite maxim of arbitrary prerogative, 
« at the ſame time that I cajole the multitude 
e by a ſpecious conceſſion to their wiſhes, and 
an empty compliance, which can neither be. 
* nefit them nor injure me.” Such are the 
gracious intentions of the preſent Miniſter= 
ſuch the means by which he expects to eſtabliſh 
his popularity. But what honeſt man can be 
influenced by ſuch profeſſions —profeflions ſo 
repugnant, ſo evidently hollow, and mutually 
contradictory ?—I have another criterion by 
which I judge of a man's fincerity in any ps 
cific inſtance ; and that is, by conſidering hi 
' veracity in other caſes: now the Earl of Shel 
burne has affirmed in Parliament, that he knev 
no other reaſon for my reſignation but his bs 
pointment to the firſt ſeat at the Treaſury; | 
give you my word of honour, and pledge every 


thing that is dear to me upon the aſſertion, that 
there 
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there were other reaſons for my reſignation, 
and that thoſe reaſons were known to the Earl 
of Shelburne. Happily for me, however, this 
does not reſt upon my ſingle teſtimony: it reſts 
upon the evidence of the Duke of Richmond; 
it reſts upon the evidence of Lord Keppel, upon 
the evidence of General Conway, upon the evi- 
dence of that moſt upright and reſpected character, 
Lord John Cavendiſh, and upon the evidence of 
ſeveral other Members of his Majeſty's Cabinet, 
who have given the moſt concluſive teſtimony 
to the ſame purport by their filence. The fact 
is, that the day before the death of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, I did, in the moſt ſolemn, di- 
rect manner, declare my intention of reſi 

tion in the Cabinet, notwithſtanding that the 
health of the Marquis of Rockingham was at 
that time underſtood to afford more flattering 
expectation than it had done ſome days preced- 


ing. That being the caſe, therefore, I am com- 


pelled to entertain ſome ſuſpicions of the noble 


Earl's veracity. But what does the noble Earl 


himſelf ſay upon this ſubject, when he was call- 
ed upon for an explanation on a ſubſequent 
day? Unfortunately there was a thin Houſe, 
but the fact is ſufficiently atteſted, ſo as to pre- 
clude the poſſibility of a doubt upon it. He 
faid, that he had not only heard me intimate 
ſomething like an intention to reſign on the 
day preceding Lord Rockingham's death, but 
that he had often, on other days, heard me 9 

e 
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the ſame inclination. He had ſaid, that he 
knew no reaſon in God's earth for my retiring 
from his Majeſty's ſervice, but that of his own 
appointment to the Treaſury ; and yet, when 


he comes to his juſtification, he acknowledge 
that he and I had frequently differed in the Ca. 


binet; not upon one or two points, but fre- 
quently ; and that in-conſequence of this differ 
ence, I had often expreſſed my purpoſe of re. 
ſignation. When I find a man diſagree ſo en- 
tirely with himſelf, 1 muſt doubt; I cannot help 
it; I cannot place an implicit confidence in his 
aſſertions, nor rely upon any of his promiſes, 
The noble Earl declared publidy, that a penſion, 
which had been granted to one of his friends, 
a great and enormous penſion, was originally 
thought of at the fuggeſtion of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, and was, in fact, granted by him, 
He has himſelf fince acknowledged, that this 1s 
not- true, he has confefled that the penſion in 
queſtion originated in himſelf, as it naturally 
muſt, the object of the penſion being his parti- 
cular friend, I do not wiſh to load this part of 
the ſubject, but I muſt mention curſorily, that 
every penſion which has been granted ſince the 
laſt change but one of Adminiſtration, has been 
given to accommodate the friends of the pre- 
ſent Miniſter ; there has not been one ſhilling 
laid upon the public in any ſhape or form what. 
ever, for the ſervice of any of the Members of the 
late Adminiſtration. Lord Shelburne's _ 
| an 
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and connections have been the ſole and exclu- 
ſive objects of all the pecuniary grants what- 
ever, that have taken place in the interval al- 
luded to. I do not ſay that ſome of theſe pen- 
ſions have not been given to very reſpectable 
and conſiderable men. I am moſt ſincerely of 
opinion that ſome of them were moſt j 
beſtowed; but I am bound at the fame time to 
aflirm, that they were all given at hit defire to 
his particular friends. —F know but of three, 
and J could prove my aſſertion by a ſpecific 
mention of the individuals, if chat were neceſ- 
fary.—Notwäthſtanding this, I myſelf heard the 
noble Earl, in one ſpeech in the Houſe of Peers, 
and it has been Phelieve, pretty correctly ſtated 
to me by friends, that he uſed fimilar language 
in another on à ſubſequent day, not directly 
affirm, that is not his way, but ſtrongly inſinu- 
ate, that theſo ꝓenſions were not only beſtowed 
at the ſuggeſtion of the Marquis of Rockingham; 
but that they were the conditions of ſome con- 
temptible compromiſes which never were heard 
of before, nor er had an euiſtence but in the 
noble Earl's faney. I have ſtill another reaſon 
for doubting his promiſes: I heard him re- 
peatedly declare in Parlament, when the nature 
of his ſituation ſeemed to call for ſume expoſi- 
tion of his ſentiments, as to the important ob- 
jet of Reform, that he would endeavour to fup- 
* port the ſyſtem of - Reform upon fair conſiderations, 
* provided the opinion of mankind" ud appear to 
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go with them. He did not expreſs à dired 
approbation of the ſyſtem ;—he does not like 
explicit avowals of his ſentiments, — he only 
promiſed a kind of conditional ſupport, provided 
the opinions of -mankind; appeared to go with then, 
Why, he could not ſay leſs, no man could have 
ſaid leſs.—If the general opinions of the public 
went that way, he was obliged to acquieſce; 
this does not amount to a. ſpecific declaration 
of his own deſigns or wiſhes he has not in any 
ſpeech I have ever ſeen or heard of expreſſed 
any ſuch direct opinion, but has ſoothed the 
ear of the public with a general equivocal inſi- 
nuation upon this great point, without 205 
meaning at all. Not ſo the Duke of Richmond 
he has made an explicit poſitive declaration upon 
the ſubject, which if he does not adhere to, 1 


ſhall be more ſurpriſed than ever I was at ay] 


| thing in the world, and more ſhaken in my opi- 
nions of mankind than ever I was in my life. 
There does not exiſt a man of more ſteady prin- 
ciples, nor more ſacredly obſervant of his pro- 
miſes, than the Duke of Richmond; no man 
forms a better opinion, and there lives not an 
individual who more faithfully adheres to al 
his engagements— There is one danger, Gen- 
tlemen, againſt which I muſt take the liberty to 
warn you, and which appears ſa much the more 
formidable to me as coming under a very ſpe- 
cious ſhape indeed. ou are told that if you 
once get a proper Parliamentary Repreſentation, 


you 
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you have got all you have to wiſh for; this, 
Gentlemen, is not true, you are deceived when 
you are told ſo. It is moſt undoubted, that 
when you have got a proper Parliamentary Re- 
preſentation, you have got a good mean and an 
excellent inſtrument, but it is ſtill neceſſary that 
you ſhould attend to the uſe of that inſtrument, 
and watch vigilantly that it be placed in proper 
hands. In all monarchies, and perhaps in mixed 
monarchies particularly, the Executive Power 
ought to be carefully obſerved, and the utmoſt 
diligence exerted,' that the immediate Power 
which governs you is not only capable from ta- 
lents, but proper from integrity and firmneſs, 
to exerciſe ſuch an employment. Gentlemen, 
no equality of Repreſentation, no alteration in 
the duration of Parliament, no Conſtitution 
upon paper or practice of any kind whatever, 
can preſerve the juſt and natural conſequence 
of this country, if the Executive Government 
is not lodged with able and honeſt hands. 1 

wiſh you to have a true, general, conſtitutional 
Parliament, not that when you have got it, you 
may go to ſleep and repoſe yourſelves, as if in 
entire ſecurity—not that you ſhould be careleſs 
or inattentive to the Government of your coun · 
0 try; but for quite contrary purpoſes; that when 
ſe you have got the juſt and powerful inſtrument 
e. in your hands of a pure and honeſt Parliament, 
u you may make uſe of it for conſtitutional pur- 
, poſes; for watching over the Executive as well 
. i ; 2s 
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as the Legiſlative Government of your country, 


ſo as that your intereſt abroad, and ſafety at 
home, be ſecured upon the ſureſt of all found 
tions, the vigtance of the People diſplayed thro 
A conſtitutibhat medium. All the — 
which have befallen this country, have origi. 
nated principaliy in the want of que and gener 
attention to this. principle. The ſyſtem has been 
to divide men againſt men, to ſeparate the force 
of each of them, and to ſubvert the foundativn 


of reciprocal confidence. 


Theſe are the prackices which have: exiſted! 
that they may not be revived, I wiſh and impre: 
cate; I may be miſtaken, but When 1 ſee the 
Ame ſtandard -reared"agiin, under the banners 
of which ſo many. ealamitous conſequences have 
ariſen to this country, I thought it my duty to 
light the bea? on to my Conſtituents, by quitting 
à fituation which T Hed perſonally; Which was 
advantageous to me, and is covenient to wy 
circumſtances as flattering to that vanity which 
aps inheres mhre or lefs in an men, but which 
felt in my conſcience I could not keep without 
becoming an accùmplice in tlie deluſion which 


I faw preparing a gainſt my fellow. ſubzects. If! 


have foreſeen "theſe" firſt fymptoms of danger 
ſooner than other people, it is nöt becauſe! 
poſſeſs more penetration than my neighbours, 
but becauſe J have been Placed in cireumſtances 
detter calculated for fupplying me wirk informa- 


tion 5 theſe —— becauſe I have had 1 


nearer 


rw 1 


nearer inſpection, and am in poſſeſſion of more 
facts, with a truer key to their fair and 


conſtruction, than other individuals have had. 
All I wiſh 1 if you ſhould find my 
preſages juſtified by the event, then I hope you 
will do juſtice to the fincerity of my feelings, 
and the veracity of my aſſertions: if they are 

not confirmed by the event, I ſhall ſubmit my- 
ſelf contentedly to your ſeverity, and acknow-' 
ledge myſelf the wretch which your authoriſed 

indignation will doubtleſs paint me. 

I have been accuſed of betraying Cabinet ſe- 
crets. Do the perſons who advance this abſurd 
and groundleſs charge, recolle& that not one 
ſyllable has fallen from me upon any occaſion 
that in any reſpec affects the State, or the ſe- 
crets of the Cabinet, but which has tranſpired, 
in other ſituations, and has been mentioned by 
he Duke of Richmond, Lord Keppel, Lord 
ohn Cavendiſh, General Conway, and the Earl 
of Shelburne. Do the advocates for this noble 
Earl condemn me for the very conduct which 
7 excuſe or approve in him? or do they 
em it an advantage in him to participate, 
ren in the guilt of ſome men? Theſe are but 
wukward compliments, if they are intended as 
uch; but the fa& is, the whole I 
ind triflng ; and in this inſtance, 
hall do more juſtice to the character Ae no- 
Er _ done 
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by their filly patronage of ſo ill - founded an ac. 
cuſation. 

Gentlemen, Dr. Jebb, has expreſſed his opi. 
nion to you, with reſpect to the independence 
of America, in a very clear and demonſtrative 


— — 
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Gentleman on this ſubject, and moſt ſincerely 
think that the independence of America, is not 
only a meaſure abſolutely neceſſary for the po- 
litical ſalvation of this country, but in itſelf con- 
ſidered in. the abſtract, a juſt, wiſe, and equitable 
meaſure. Some people repreſent this opinion 2 
a humiliating, abject opinion. I think quite the 
contrary; that which contributes to the preſeryz 

of a State, already at the verge of ruin, can. 
not, in a political view, be mean ;—that, which 
reſtores freedom to a brave and generous People, 
cannot, in any view, be abject. Without a com- 
plete, unconditional | acknowledgment of Ame- 
rican independence, this Country can have no 
ſafety; and why, therefore, ſhould we deſtroy In 
the effect of a neceſſary meaſure by an ungrs 
cious mode of performing it. They are Engliſh- ua 

men,—they have Engliſh habits,—Engliſh feel. Nik 
— et us do with them as we did with er 
Ireland, and I doubt not the ſame effects wil 


e 


Nn. 


= 5 az 


follow. Had we bargained with the People oll 


Ireland, inſtead of granting them liberally what ing 
they had an honeſt right to, I am convinced ve 
ſhould not at this time have had that country bt 
for our friend; they 1 for rights, — we * 
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in reply, take them, they are youx's.— nature 
gave you them we hang no conditions about 
the neck of Juſtice we truſt to your generoſity, 
and rely upon your affection. - What was the 
conſequence ?—they felt the manly fincerity of 
this conduct as they ought ;—that. brave and 
Joyal People, attached to this country from com- 
aon habits and common feelings, and ſtimulated 
by the generous mode of giving them what they 
ere perhaps before in poſſeſſion of, immediately 
ſet about giving ſome ſubſtantial indications of 
heir gratitude, and agreed to furniſh this coun- 
try with its beſt affiſtance, a large number of 
ſeamen. If affairs ſhould proceed in Ireland, as 
hey have hitherto done, I maintain that: that 
ote in Parliament, which granted to the Iriſh 
eir juſt rights, and acknowledged their inde- 
dendence, was one of the moſt advantageous 
otes ever paſſed in the Britiſh Senate, and was 
2 vote for an immediate ſupply of ten fail of the 
ine—A generous, enlightened People, formed, 
vs I ſaid before, with Engliſh principles, and ac- 
uated by Engliſh prejudices,, were ſure to act 
ike Engliſhmen when they were treated with 
generoſity and kindneſs, If you had ſtipulated 
and bargained with them—if you had put the 
poſſeflion of their natural privileges upon con- 
ingencies, upon conditions, I firmly believe, 
his ſupply of ſeamen would never have been 
dbtained, and Ireland would have remained at 
his day, not as a part of the ſtrength, but of 
M 2 - 2-2 
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the weakneſs of this country. This is the pla 
of broad, juſt, liberal politics, that I always wiſl 
to ſee obſerved through every part of the Bri. 
tiſh Empire: this is the way to treat with En. 
gliſhmen— to conciliate their affections, and ty 
diſpoſe them to peace ; they abhor bargaining 
when liberty is the obje& of the ſtipulation; 
they will not reſign the ninth part of a hair in 
a bargain, but will give themſelves, if treated 
with candour, fairneſs, and fincerity. If thi 
conduct proved ſo efficacious in Ireland, why 
ſhould we not hope it would prove equally poy: 
erful in America? The Americans have the ſame 
principles, the ſame paſſions, the ſame conſtity. 
tion, the ſame nature; and I have no doubt; if 
his Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould think proper to 
adopt my ſentiments, now that I am out of 
office, a ſolid, permanent, and advantageous 
Treaty may. ſtill be formed with that country: 
but then it muſt have juſtice in its principle, and 
liberality in the tenor of its formation. I wiſh, 
with all poſſible fincerity, that they may purſuc 
this plan—if they do not, I fear peace is ver) 
remote indeed. What will then be our ſitus 
tion ?—an indiſpoſition for peace, at leaſt for 
the only principle upon which peace can be had, 
and an inability for war, Our reſources are 
certainly much diminiſhed; and if they were 
to be employed againſt our brethren in Ame 
rica, I am not certain that I ſhould rejoice mud 
51 30; Nat: 46. in 
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in perceiving the means of ſuch a bloodſhed 
much multiplied. 4.75 ot » 

The noble Earl at the head of the Treaſury 
has ſaid, that if the independence of America 
ſhould be granted during the exiſtence of his 
Adminiſtration, and he profeſſed himſelf of opi- 
nion that it ſhould, the ſplendor of this Country 
would be gone, its Sun would be ſet, and his 
Government would take place in the twilight of 
the Empire. I ſhall not comment upon the re- 
luctance which this ſtyle of ſpeaking implies in 
the noble Earl, as to this great and neceſſary 
object; but cannot help obſerving, that the no- 
ble Earl's terms appear to me the beſt and moſt 
appoſite to his ſituation that were ever uſed on - 
any occaſion, He was aware that his Admini- 
ſtration was not calculated for the light of day; 
he feared that ſomething between light and 
darkneſs would he wanted in it—An involun- 
tary conſciouſneſs convinced him, that a glim- 
mering half. light was full as much as his Go- 
vernment could wiſely be expoſed. to—that it 
would, notwithſtanding, be as much illumined 
by the light of promiſe as darkened by the gloom 
of diſtreſs; and, therefore, that it would liter- 
ally be an Adminiſtration between light and 
darkneſs, or, as his Lordſhip emphatically called 
it, a political twilight. | 
Gentlemen, I have nothing farther to ſay, 
than to thank you once more for the conſtant 
and unremitting teſtimonies which you have - 
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given me of your entire approbation of ny 
conduct. I have had the honour of ſerving hi 
Majeſty three months—a ſhort period—but yet, 


perhaps, long enough to operate as a trial of my 


integrity: if, during that interval, you knoy 
of any inſtance wherein I have forſaken my oli 
principles—wherein I have held one 
out of office, and another in it, with 
either to perſons or things, then think me: 
double man, and deſpiſe me. If, on the con. 
trary, you find my conduct has been marked 
by an indefatigable exertion to do every thing 
in my power for the intereſt of this Country in 
general, and yours in particular ; if you ſhould 
find, upon the cloſeſt ſcrutiny, that this has 
been the ſole and anxious aim of my ſhort 
miniſterial exiſtence, ' I ſhall then hope, that 
whatever may be your opinion of my abilities, 
you will at leaſt give credit to my intentions, 
and ſubſcribe to my ſincerity. - | 
Gentlemen, I am obliged to trouble you with 


one word farther on a ſubject that had eſcaped 


me, and that is, reſpecting my very worthy col. 
league, Sir Cecil Wray. I have had the honour 
of a letter from him, wherein he requeſts me to 


take this opportunity of aſſuring you, that he 


entirely, and in the ſtrongeſt manner, approves 
of every part of my conduct; and that his opt 
nions, with reſpe& to America in particular, 
exactly accord with my own, as I flatter myſelf 
your's do alſo. He farther aſſures me, that Jus 
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opinions upon that ſubject are ſo firmly eſta- 
bliſhed that they muſt continue to be his ſenti- 
ments through life. 

Gentlemen, you have not had a long oppor- 
tunity of experiencing the integrity and ability 
of my worthy Colleague;—but you will permit 
me to ſay, who know him, that the longer he 
continues your Member, the more will he ap- 


prove himſelf an upright, able, independent Se Se- 
nator, and an honeſt Man. 
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Proceedings ar a General Meeting of the County 
of Nottingham, on the 28th day of Oftober, 1784. 


* 


AT a Meeting of the County of Neat 
held at the Moot Hall, in Mansfield, on 
Monday the 28th of October, by call of 
the High Sheriff. | 


The Right Hon. Lord GEORGE SUTTON, in 


the Chair. 
The following Petition was unanimouſly agreed to: 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament aſſembled, 


The Humble Petition of the Nobility, Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders of the Coun- 
ty of Nottingham, 


Sheweth, 
THAT from whatever cauſes the inadequate 


and diſproportionate repreſentation of the Com- 
mons of this realm may have ariſen, it is an 


evil of a very high magnitude, which has not 


been leſs injurious to the paſt, than it is danger- 
ous 
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ous to the future intereſts of our country, and 
which we truſt it will not be thought unworthy 
the wiſdom and virtue of this Honourable Houſe 
to reform. 

To this wiſdom and virtue we reſpectfully 
confide the reform; but it is our earneſt Peti- 
tion that no delay may be admitted in taking 
this grievance into the ſerious conſideration of 

this Houſe ; at-the ſame time we ſubmit to the 
judgment of this Honourable Houſe, the preſent 
ſtate of the duration of Parliament, truſting that 
this Honourable Houſe will provide ſuch a re- 
dreſs as may diffuſe a general ſatisfaction, reſtore 
the purity of this Honourable Houſe as the true 
Repreſentative of the People, and do away every 
ſuſpicion which weakens their confidence in the 
united Legiſlature of the Nation. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 


8. 8 


Reſolved, That when this Petition has been 
circulated in the County, in order that it may 
receive the ſignatures of the Nobility, Gentry, 
Clergy, and Freeholders, it be preſented to 
the Houſe of Commons, either by the Members 
of the County, or by one of the Members of 
Parliament preſent at this Meeting, or by Fre- 


ate derick Montagu, Eſq. 

m- Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting 
an be given to the Right Hon. Lord George Sutton, 
not or his ready acceptance of the Chair, and his 
er attention to the buſineſs of this day. 4 
ous Reſolved, 
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' Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting he 
given to the Right Honourable Viſcount Gal. 
way, not merely for his concurrence with the 
Petitioners, but particularly for the generou 
example of yielding his perſonal intereſts to'the 
views of this Petition. / 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meetin 
be given to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Surrey, to Sir George Savile, and to the other 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, who hay: 
honoured this Meeting with their preſence, and 
ſo powerfully enforced the Juſtice and Wan 
of the Petition. 8 

Reſolved, That this Meeting be adjourn 
ſubject to the call of the Chairman. 

| Reſolved, That the Proceedings of this Meet 
ing be —— under the ene of the 
Chairman. 


| GEORGE SUTTON, Chairma 
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Summary Account of the Debate at a General 
Meeting of the County of Nottingham, on the 
28th day of October, 1782, Z 
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E Company aſſembled at the Moot Hall, 
Mansfield, about twelve o' clock, purſuant 
to the advertiſement of the High Sheriff. The 
buſineſs commenced with a motion of John 
Gilbert Cooper, Eſq; inviting the Right Hon. 
Lord George Sutton to the Chair, as the High 
Sheriff had not thought fit to give his perſonal 
attendance. This motion ſeconded by Laun- 
celot Rolleſton, Eſq; was unanimouſly approved, 
and his Lordſhip took the Chair : from which 
he informed the company that they were called 
together to determine upon the propriety of 
preſenting a Petition to Parliament, to take into 
conſideration the defects of the preſent Repre- 
ſentation of the Commons, at the ſame time to 
recommend to their attention the duration of 
Parliament, 


Lord Viſcount Gall war then addreſſed the 
Meeting, obſerving that the advertiſement of the 
High Sheriff determined immediately his attend. 
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ance, as he thought it the duty of every gen. 
tleman to be preſent at a Public Meeting, pro. 
perly ſummoned, that he might in a manly way 
give his aſſent or diſſent to the ſubjects of their 
deliberation. That he had come to Mansfield, 
ignorant of what might be the ſpecific Propoſ. 
tions of thoſe gentlemen who had figned the Re. 
quilition, but decided as to his own conduct, 
that if the Propofittoris ſhould not meet his 
ideas of propriety, he ſhould publicly teſtify his 
diſapprobation; as it was his opinion, that i 
filent acquieſcence in the meaſures of a County 
Meeting, implied the approbation of thoſe who 
had not oppoſed. it. He was happy however in 
aſſuring the Meeting, that the objects of the 
Petition which would be propoſed to them, had 
his entire and cordial approbation. It was con 
veyed in terms of decency. and moderation, it 
was clear and preciſe, and it expreſſed a proper 

to thoſe whom it was addrefled to. It 
was on a ſubject of high importance, and which 
perhaps hardly needed diſcuſſion to meet the 
approbation of the whole Aﬀembly. It was no 
party buſineſs, he was himſelf no party man, 
nor any way connected with any body of public 
men. He acted from his own views of public 
meaſures, and by thoſe ſhould his 7 evet 
be directed. He was ſenſible that the Houſe of 
Commons was not ſach a Repreſentation of the 
People as it ought to be, and though his own 


intereſts might be much affected by the _— 
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which was in view, yet would he not ſuffer pri- 
vate motives to ſtand in the way of what was 
eſſential to the Conſtitution, and neceſſary to the 
fafety of the whole. He wiſhed the People of 
this Country to have what was their undoubted 
right, a pure repreſentation, unmixed with other 
influence, It behoved Parliament to attend to 
this right, and therefore the prayer of the Pe- 
tition was reaſonable, and muſt approve itſelf to 
* 
His Lordſhip then read the Petition. 


Mr. Dicxzn8ON RAsTALL being then called 
on by the Chairman, faid, that not doubting 
but ſo good a gauſe would have been ſupported 
by a multitude of abler advocates, he was rather 
unprepared ; but however that his ſentiments, 
ſuch as they were, he would truſt to the indul- 
gence of the Meeting, in the language of plain 
lincerity. He then commented on the ſucceſs 
of their former Petitions, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the prognoſtications of ſome, and the appre- 
henfions of others, had been the occaſion of no 
violence or commotions, but had merely driven 
from the Adminiſtration of the kingdom a Mi- 
niſter grown old in political fin, and ſtrength- 
ened by experience in the ſcience of corruption. 
He faid they did not wiſh to alter the Conſtitu- 
tion; they only wanted to bring it back to what 
it was before. Influence was a ſcience, and Par- 
lamentary ſuffrages a merchandize. He ob- 

ON by ſerved 
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ſerved that for the ſake of unanimity, they had 
confined their Petition to one object, but that 
his wiſhes went to others, particularly, the dy. 
ration of Parliaments, and the cuſtom of grant. 
ing private benevolences to the Crown before 
the ſanction of Parliament had been obtained, 
which might ſoon raiſe it above the afliſtance of 
the Commons. After ſtating the grievances of 
the nation, and concluding in the words of 2 
noble author, that if they were not redreſſed, 
the time would ſoon be at hand. when Britain 
<« muſt periſh with her degenerate ſons,” he pro- 
ceeded to obviate the objections which had been 
made to the petitioners, He ſaid that at firſ 
they were taxed with ſuch democratical notions, 
as nothing but ill humour could ſuggeſt, and 
nothing but abſurdity itſelf believe, That now 
the cry was they were a party, that by a party 
the cloſet had been ſtormed, and that they 
wanted to rule the kingdom by party. What 
was party? they knew what it was to have an 
Adminiſtration without Party, it was to loſe one 
half of the empire and to diſguſt the other; it 
was to raiſe jealouſies between the King and his 
People, and a thouſand other evils. Party, he 
ſaid, he underſtood to be concert in council, 
unanimity of profeſſions, identity of object, and 
concurrence in operation, 

Mr. Heywood then addreſſed the Chairman, 
ſaid, that ſuch was the obvious neceſſity of 2 
Reform in the Conſtitution. of the Houſe of 

Commons, 
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commons, that it needed not much ingenuity 
to produce arguments in favour of any meaſure 


which might lead to ſo deſirable an end. He 
«aſked, to what our preſent degraded ſtate as 2 


nation was owing, but to the unwiſe and cxi- 


minal conduct of Parliament. To this muſt be 
referred the commencemept and the obſtinate 
a proſecution of a war, which had been produc- 
tive only of calamity and diſgrace, an iſſue 
© which could not have been experienced if the 
collective wiſdom and virtue of a free People 
chad entered into the Legiſlation. This was 

proved from fact; for who were the conſtant, 
* ſupporters of our mad politics, but the Mem- 
ders for decayed Boroughs, the Repreſentatives 
© of a mere handful of Electors, who generally 
© had no choice at all, while the wiſdom and 
virtue of Oppoſition had been found in the 
County Members and the Repreſentatives of 
large and populous Towns, where a free choice 
could alone be expected. And if this free 
choice prevailed in any conſiderable degree, 
would it ever be that men would be ſent to 
Parliament, to take care of the national intereſts, 
who were marked for indifference to every in 
tereſt but their own; that young men would be 
ſent to Parliament, in which they were to learn. 
to be wiſe, not to impart and communicate wiſ- 
dom, already acquired ? that any would be ſent 
to Parliament merely. to partake of the privi- 
2 which it affords its Members? and yet MS: 


v 
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or all of theſe conſtitute the views of many who 
have obtained Seats in that Houſe. He con. 
duded with recommending it as the duty of 

every one to aim at that regulation which the 
ſource of our misfortunes pointed out to them, 

We might then hope that our National Coun. 
ſels would be diſtinguiſhed by wiſdom and dif. 
intereſtedneſs, inſtead of folly and ſelfiſhneſs. 

At this period Sir G. SaviLs being reſpe&. 
fully defired to communicate his ſentiments, he 

readily complied, but obſerved, that it was a 
moſt: unneceſſary, his decided opinion of the 
Repreſentation of this kingdom being he pre- 
ſumed ſo well known, as to leave no one igno- 
rant of it. Indeed it was to him a | queſtion { 
plain, ſo ſelf-evident, as in the very ſtating of it 
to the mind, carried conviction with it: if Re. 
preſentation had any meaning, the preſent ſtate 
of Parliament, as the Repreſentative of the 
Commons, was an abſurdity, a contradiction to 
the very terms; it was not repreſentation, it 
was mis repreſentation. There could not he 

thought be two opigions upon the ſubject. And 
as it was abſurd and contradictory, ſo it had 
been Tull of miſchief, or as the Petition had hap- 
pily ſtated it, it had been as injurious to the paſt 
as it was dangerous to the future intereſts of the 

People. In very ſtrong, in very pathetic terms, 
which the Compiler of this account cannot do 
juſtice to, he deplored the ruined, humiliated 


ate, 1 Repre- 
ſentative 
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entative Body had reduced the kingdom. Per- 
haps the warmth of a truly patriot mind, the 
ndignancy of a generous ſpirit, led him to 
peak too ſeverely of the conſequences. The 
xreſent endeavours of the People to ſtay the 
progreſs of the ruin were, he feared, to uſe a 
rite phraſe, like faſtening the door when the 
iced was ſtolen, or as if a phyſician ſhould or- 
der an alterative, when his patient was dying 
pf an apoplexy. As no hope however 

riginate from any other ſource than the Re- 
orm in view, he could entertain no ideas of a 
lifferent opinion; but he was glad that the two 
objects of the Petition, viz. The reforming the 
Repreſentation, and ſhortening the duration of 
Parliament, were ſeparated from each other, and 
lid not ſtand in the very contemplation of the 
Petitioners on the ſame ground. The neceſſity 
ff a Reform in both did not even to himſelf ap- 
dear equally clear, and though to both he could 
onſcientiouſly ſubſcribe, yet many who were 


S392 Fr RSS; 


FS >= 


* ſanguine friends to the firſt meaſure, had more 
* han doubts with reſpect to the latter, and 
dad right have been repelled from ſigning the Peti- 
- ion altogether, if the Petition had been ſo 
af framed, as to require an equal aſſent to both. 
dhe he one therefore, to which no man could 
ms, .me a decent objection, was the body and 


ſoul of the Petition, it was the ſubject of clear, 
nambiguous, decided requeſt; the other with 
whatever doubts and differences of opinion were 
OL, II, N annexed 
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annexed to it, was ſubmitted to the ſober di 
beration and judgment of Parliament. 

Mr. WALEERA next claimed the attention d 
the Meeting, but in a different view of the! 
ject. He wiſhed rather to obviate 
than to add any thing to the unanſwerable; 
guments by which the propriety and _— 
the Petition had been enforced. - Many if 
' objeftions had been and would be urged, wa 
vert the minds of the People from the ſalun 
object of their Petition, that it was a novelty, 
moulding the Conſtitution anew ; that if wi 
and right in itſelf, it did not meet the preſa 
temper of the kingdom, and being merely i; 
ſpeculation of a few, would only divide tk 
nation in a moment which of all others al 
the united aid of every heart and hand, add 
it would unnerve the Executive Power, by we 
ening the dependance of Adminiſtration up 
the Commona, from whom the ſupplies of d 
vernment were to be received. To each of the 
objections he propoſed to anſwer in their ord: 
The firſt, viz. that the object of the Peopl 
: wat zu abſolute innovation, 
— 2 + objection; but he truſted th 
a little attention to the origin and progrebi 
our ſingulaꝝ Conſtitution would ſhew the 
jection to be wholly unfounded, that the 
complained of in the Petition was itſelf the ti 
abhorrent and ſtrange to the ideas of Engl 
men, and that the Redreſs petitioned * 
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imply a renovation. If this could be clearly 
hewn, it could not fail to reconcile the minds 
f every one as to their old habitude and right. 
aut as this was a matter of hiſtoric evidence, he 
reſumed that he ſhould not affront his audience 
giving them a brief abſtract of the riſe, pro- 
refs, and diſcriminating ſpirit of the Engliſh 
Ponktitution, as no unneceſſary information to 
nany whoſe ſituation in life might render ſo 
fl 2 knowledge inacceſſible to them. He 
d that the actuating principle and virtue 
if the Engliſh Conſtitution, was derived from, 
id founded upon, the primæval rights of hu- 
nan nature, upon the ſenſe, conviction, and in- 
exerciſe of theſe rights with our early 
nceſtors, to which their being ſecreted for ages 
om the knowledge of the dangerous refine- 
nents of inore poliſhed European nations had 

rincipally contributed. 7 
That paſſing from the Eaſt along the trad of 
orthern Europe, and uncontaminated with the 
ile maxims of Ariſtocratic and Monarchical 
rernment, to which the Southern Regions 
ad loog ben habituated, they had deſcended 
to the rich Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
d imported with them wherever they eſta- 
liſhed themſelves, the liberal ſpirit by which 
ociety had till that moment been conducted 
nongſt them. This ſpirit conſiſted in the 
quality of all, S þ- rights, and _— 
Na- 
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this view, every Member of Community ſtag 
upon. the ſame ground. Whatever diſtin& 
particular exigencies might require, they we 
diſtinctions of utility, artificial arrangements 
a common good, often aboliſhed when the ei 
gence ceaſed, but never ſubverſive of the pt 
mary, the fundamental right to property, y 
liberty, to legiſlation, to life in all 
were originally but the leaders of their i 
litary expeditions, and Barons, fubordink 
Chieftains under them, inſtituted to ſerve th 
purpoſes of the State, dependent for their ye 
exiſtence and authority upon the will of t& 
State, controulable by, and accountable to th 
State, and which the neceſſities of the Stat 
in its lengthened ſtruggle for dominion wit 
the natives of the Roman Provinces, reid 
ed permanent eſtabliſhments, The State qi 
fiſted originally in the Afſembly of the wh 
Community, in whom reſided the Supreme 
Power, and in which was combined, the mk 
tary, the legiſlative, and often the judicial a 
executive character. But when the reſiſtan 
of the natives was utterly ſubdued, and thy 
were reduced to the condition of villainage « 
Davery, the neceſſity of convening the wh 
community in their military character no long 
exiſted, and the inconvenience of General Af 
blies rendered it expedient to provide ſome otht 
mode of diſcharging the Legiflative duties i 


1 


the State. To the greater Chieſtains or Barons, 
z perſonal attendance was rather an honour than 
an inconvenience, while the leffer Barons, who 
with the greater were all originally pares, Peers 
or equals, were permitted to appear 1n the great 
Aſſemblies of the natiqa by their Repreſentatives 
or Proxies. In the cullective Aſſemblies of the 
whole Community is ſeen the origin of Parlia - 
ment at all, in latter inſtitution, the firſt 
diſtinction of two orders in Parliament, viz. the 
Barons or Lords, who fate in 

and the Repreſentatives of the leſſer Barons, 
who are now the Knights or the Repreſentatives 
of Counties. In this character Parliament con- 
tinued for many years, till the conteſts between 
the greater Barons and the Monarch, and the 
advantages of commerce to both, introduced a 
further change, a new ſpecies of Repreſentatives 
in the great Parliament of the nation, The fre- 
quent neceſlities oF the Monarch invited him to 
emancipate the villains or ſlaves on his own 
Royal domain, by incorporating them with cer- 
tain privileges, to erect them into the character 
of freemen; from this inſtitution the Monareb 
derived their perſonal ſervice in his wars, and 
pecuniary aids from that wealth which their 
privileges and the exerciſe of commerce ſoon 
acquired to them. This example ſo advantage- 
ous to the Monarch, was followed by the Barons, 
and Corporations increaſed the whole 
kingdom. The convenience of receiving from 

| N 3 them 
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them grants of money procured their fummon 
to Parliament by their Repreſentatives ; the in 
creaſing number, wealth and power of this ney 
order of freemen, taught them their on con 
ſequence, and the neceſſities of the ſtate gained 
them a full admiſſion to albthe Rights of 
tion inParliament, and ſet themypon a level wit 
the Repreſentatives of the Counties. Thus wa 
perfected the form of the Engliſh Parliament] 
when to the Repreſentatives of the Countia 
were added thoſe of the Boroughs or 'incorps. 
rated Towns, at preſent ſtiled the Citizens and 
Burgeſſes. The liberal ſpirit of Chriſtianity c 
operated with the utility of the State, and filenth 
did away the very idea of a villain or flave- 
Thus whatever entered into the firſt idea of i 
freeman, whatever was of the eſſence of hi 
rights in the firſt Conſtitution of the invading 
nation, was extended to every freeman, and d 
theſe rights, that of Legiſlation either in Perſon 
or by their Repreſentative, was a primary and 
fundamental one. The neighbouring nation 
had originally the ſame Conſtitution, the pris. 
ciples from which the form of Engliſh Govers- 
ment had its ſource, but not availing themſelye 
of the ſame circumſtances, ' they acquired not 
the ſame enlargement, the ſame ſecurity in the 
Repreſentation of the Commons at large againk 
the encroachments of Power; and they hart 
fallen as we behold them, from a ſtate of the 


higheſt freedom, into an i abject dependance 01 
deſpotic 
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deſpotic Monarchs: An awful example to theſe, 


he in kingdoms, to our Nobles, with all their fancied. 
$ ney ** as it i | 

| dignity and power, as it is not in human nature 
Hy to provide a ſolid bulwark againſt the continu- 


ally operating advantages of a Crown, unleſs in 
the ſpirit, the freedom, the equal Rights of the 
People. But what he wiſhed his audience to 


u done from the whole review, was this ſingle, 
ens d great principle, that Legiſlation either in 

Perſon or: by Repreſentation, is the equal, the 
dure, common right of all, that it is inherent in the 
very idea of an Engliſh freeman, that it was im- 
00 ported into this iſland with our early anceſtors, 
ve. a et the grant which embraced fellow-men as 
of ; bemen, communicated this right, and that as 


all ate now free it is communicated to all. The 
inequalities in this common right which have. 
taken place, and which the Petition aims to re- 
dreſs, have been created by inattention, by acci- 


cron BY Gent, by abuſe, but do not iſſue from the ſpirit 
aun or regular uſage of the Conſtitution, and have 
; greatly riſen to their preſent dangerous height, 
PW ginft the very intention of the Conſtitution, 
= from thoſe changes which could not poſſibly 

nt BY bave been foreſeen, It was the convenience of + 
the BY dhe Monarch which firſt erected flaves into Cor- 
ink porations of Freemen, and ſummoned them to 
dan Farliament. Hence aroſe to the crown that 
the dangerous prerogative, which was too long per- 
mitted, of ſummoning Repreſentatives to Par- 


pol lament from whatever place it pleaſed. This 
NA . way 
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was one ſource of unequal Repreſentation, which 
the wiſdom of Parliament has indeed guarded 
againſt in future, but too late ta prevent the 
evil conſequences. When it intercepted the fur. 
ther exerciſe of this Prerogative of the Crown, 
it ought to have rectified the abuſes which the 
| Prerogative had already eſtabliſned. Similar 
inequalities have taken place fromthe creating 
of Corporations by the Barons on their ſeparate 
eſtates, which through their influence 
a ſummons to Parliament, the abſolute 
of theſe Boroughs has been conveyed with the 
eſtates to their ſucceſſors. Another and perhaps 
the moſt fruitful ſource, has been in the change. 
and Revolutions which the lapſe of time has 
produced. Great and populous towns have 
vaniſhed as it were from the face of: the land, 
and have hardly any exiſtence but upon paper, 
yet the right of Repreſentation continues, though 
the very cauſe and reaſon of Repreſentation has 
ceaſed, While the very ſame time and fluctu- 
ations of commerce, have created many; more 
towns of the firſt rank and conſequence in the 
kingdom, to which no Repreſentation has been 
extended. Thus in whatever view we contem- 
plate the ſpirit and deſign of our Conſtitution, 
we ſee clearly that the prayer of the Petition has 
nothing of innovation, nothing ſtrange in it, 
nothing but what the very idea of Parliament 
embraces and intends, nothing but what is 
eſſential to, and inherent in, the Rights of Free 
| men, 
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men, and that the greateſt abuſes in the Repreſen- 
tation are eontrary to the very deſign of our an- 
ceſtors themſelves, unwiſe and improvident in 
many inſtances as-theſe anceſtors have been. It 
has ever been deemed an excellence in our Con- 
ſtitution, that there was reſident in it the power 
and virtue of recurring to its original principles, 
whenever it ſhall be found to have dangerouſly 
degenerated from them; and if a Government 
mean well, it would be abſolute ſuicide in it not 
to rectify abuſes, which mere accident, time, or 
corruption have introduced, and 'which if not 
redreſſed, threaten to e 8 its chan 
and all its well being. | 

Having retnoved the imputation of novidey 
in the redreſ which the Petition prays for, 
Mr. Walker next adverted to the fecond ob- 
jection, that however wiſe and right in itſelf, it 
did not meet the preſent temper of the king- 
dom, but would only diſturb, divide and diſtract 
the nation, in a moment which required all its 
union. But let theſe men, whoever or of what- 
ever rank they be, withdraw each their indivi- 
dual oppoſition, and the objection falls to the 
ground. Allowing the right, the wiſdom, and 
utility of the Petition; they themſelves ſhould 
not ſwell the number of its opponents, an ob- 
jection confeſſed to be founded in mere obſti- 
nacy and perverſeneſs, in a refuſal of public 
good, ſhould not lie at their door: every fellow 
_ who will not accord with the Petition, 

ſhould 
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ſhould meet the friends of it on the ground 
of Conſtitutional Right, of national utility, 
and when all manly and virtuous reply fille 
them, it is a crime of the higheſt form not to 
be a friend, not to take a detided part in the 
cauſe of truth and right. It is not à raſh and 
paſſionate cenſure to affirm, that with u. ſilent 
acquieſcence in the right and utility of the ge. 
tition, no good motive is at the bottom of that 
mind, which ſtill continues to object to it, and 
throws any difficulty in the way of its ſucteſi 
The queſtion between the friends and the ene. 
mies of the Petition is reduced to a ſhort ifſue. 
Its friends plead the juſtice, the wiſdom, the ex. 
pedience of the meaſure, the horrid experience 
of paſt miſchiefs, the well-founded apprehenſion 
of growing evil from the ſame malignant ſource. 
Let the enemies of the Petition ſtand” forth in 
the face of their country, and ſhew that it is 
not juſt, not wiſe, not expedient; chat the abuſes 
complained of have not been diſgraceful and G 
ruinous, and have not an ugly aſpect on the | 
future; let them ſhew this, or continuing in 2 8 
filent and ſullen oppoſition, let them abide the 7 
conſequence; the imputation of having renounc: * 
ed in this inſtance all the obligations of a citi- 80 
zen, of a well wiſher to the public good. It h Wl be 
with men of this complexion, that the true dif- 
culty reſts, they are the authors of the oppo- 
ſition, with them lies all the crime of diſmunion; 
but whether timidity, a ſpirit of no Engliſh hue, 
or 
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or views which are not fit to be owned, create 
and ſupport their diſaffection, it becomes them 
to know that an Engliſhman cannot reſpect an 
oppoſition ſo founded; that the timid, the illi- 
beral, and the ſelfiſh, are the enemies whom he 
expects to meet with in the field of all his vir- 
tuous conteſts. 

But it is laſtly urged, that the Reform, if it 
ſhould be adopted, will unnerve the Executive 
Power, by undoing that influence, that aſcen- 
dancy of Adminiſtration over the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which is pleaded to be neceflary to Go- 
vernment. But if the plea fail, the Reform 
ought not to be reſiſted on this ground. This 
is the laſt refuge of the enemies to a Parkament- 
ary Reform, and in the ſuppoſed ſtrength of 
which I verily believe many are really deceived. 
But a definition of terms, particularly of the Go- 
vernment, to which ſuch an unconſtitutional 
influence is neceflary, may contribute to unde- 
ceive them. It is undoubtedly neceſſary to a 
Government which reſpects not the popular 
opinion, but this is not, or ought not to be, the 
Government of England ; 'and if it be, is the 
very ſtrongeſt reaſon, why an influence of fo 
curſed a nature ſhould be utterly extirpated. 
Some ambiguous and covert phraſes require to 
be turned into plain Engliſh, in order clearly 
to underſtand | In plain Engliſh then, 

a decided majority of the Miniſter in the Houſe 


means, 
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means, that it ſhould be the Miniſter's houſe, 


not the Houſe of Commons of England, and 
whether this be an honeſt, virtuous and ſalu- 
tary Engliſh maxim, I think may be left to 
the effrontery of your boldeſt enemy to fay, 
What! a majority, prepared, diſpoſed to carry 
through the Miniſter's meaſures; ſworn, bound, 
and paſlive to his will, without regard' to the 


good pleaſure of the People, by whom, and for 
whom they are or ought to be! No! the Con- 


ſtitution means the Miniſter no ſuch majority, 
it abhors it, and no utility of a wiſe and virtuous 
Government requires it. No majority in the 
very idea of that houſe is intended, but what 
the wiſdom, honeſty, and patriotiſm of the Mi. 
niſter's conduct deſerves and ever will procure 
to him. Let a Miniſter ſtand forth, and anſwer 


for this to Parliament and to the People, and 


every one may anſwer with his life for a triumph- 
ant majority, without the interventionof trouble- 
ſome, illiberal, and dirty intrigues. Let any one 
for a moment conceive a Parliament in factiou 
Oppoſition to fuch a Miniſter, and Almighty 2 
it may preſume itfelf to be, he will foon perceive 
that there is an Almighty Power which wil 


controul and convert it to the public good— 
Standing in the midway between the Crown and 
the People, and diſowned, unſupported by either, 
Parliament would feel the awe of that Conſtitu- 
tional Spirit, which is the fecret ſtay and ſecu - 
rity on which the fabric of our ä 
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reſts, which has and I truſt will fave it in the moſt 
ous encounters. This is not idle theory, 
| — verified by the conduct of the 
and honeſteſt Miniſter that England ever knew. 
Called to the helm by the dangers, and neceſſi> 
ties of the State, he had no intereſt at Court or 
in Parliament, but with a virtuous magnanimity 
he courted neither, he left it to his conduct to 
juſtify himſelf to both. The honeſt ſpirit of Ris 
Prince relaxed from its prejudices, but Parlia- 
ment turned out of its habit and courſe never 
was cordial to him, yet it dared not to check 
him in his career of glory and of uſefulneſs, 
This faved the Miniſter a world of trouble, and 
it did his Country a world of good. But as 
this pleaded neceſſity of Miniſterial influence vi- 
tiates Parliament, and turns it into a direction 
contrary to its genius, ſo it is of the moſt dan« 
gerous tendency in atiother view, which has 
never, I believe, been adverted to. The Power 
in the Houſe of Commons of impeaching a bad 
Miniſter, whoſe crimes no other form of Juſtice 
can reach, has ever been remarked as one of the 
happieſt guards of our Conſtitution. But this 
Power is a mere nullity in the preſent manage- 
ment and habit of Parliament. Maſter of Par- 
liament what has the Miniſter to fear? will the 
Servant raiſe his voice his bountiful 
Lord? will the injured and infulted People find 
2 Protector, an Avenger in the confederate of 
the Miniſter's crimes? nor will a change of Ad- 
h miniſtration 
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miniſtration revive the ä genius of the 
Conſtitution. Miniſters ſtanding in the ſame 
predicament, and having the ſame to fear for 
themſelves, will have a tender ſympathy. for 
each other, nor will a Parliament ſtill diſpoſed 
to corruption, throw. diſcredit on the trade by 
the puniſhment of its paſt Corrupters. 
. He concluded with hoping —.— of the future 
proſperity of his Country than ſome of its wiſek 
and beſt friends dared to flatter themſelves with, 
But nothing aſſuredly could effect this, unleſs a 
renewal of the Conſtitution. A languid and 
ſickly frame, either in the individual or politic 
body could promiſe no vigorous and well pro- 
ſecuted exertions. The ruin, from whoſe brink 
it was fo frightful to look down, had iſſued 
from the abuſes which the Petition wiſhed to 


rectify. And as England previous to the exiſt. , 


ence of her colonies had riſen to her height of 
greatneſs from the inexhauſted reſources of her 
free and manly Government, ſhe might. from 
the ſame actuating ſpirit re-poſſeſs and maintain 
her rank among nations. All depended __ 
the virtue of the People. 

Lord Suzy cloſed the debates with an ad 
dreſs which conveyed a ſingular ſatisfaction to 
ny hearer. He . apologized for addreſſing 

eeting at all, as indeed he was not a Free- 
15 r of the County; but he truſted that the 
honour of a long connection with the County 
from relidence and property, which his my 
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had enjoyed, would excuſe him; that he ſhould 
not be deemed an intruder in preſenting himſelf 
before them, in expreſſing his warmeſt approba- 
tion of the meaſure, though a ſenſe of propriety 
repelled him from ſigning the Petition. It af- 
forded him the higheſt pleaſure to behold a per- 
fect unanimity on ſo important a ſubject, but 
the buſineſs ought not to reſt with their preſent 
act; they would but partially ſerve the cauſe in 
which they had ſo laudably engaged, if they did 
not accompany their individual ſignatures with 
their moſt active exertions. They muſt addreſs 
themſelves to their countrymen, perſuade, ex- 
hort, inform, and uſe every honeſt means to 
give weight to their Petition in Parliament, by 
procuring to it a large and general approbation. 
They were not to flatter themſelves that it would 
not be oppoſed, the face of unanimity in the 
preſent Meeting ſhould not - inſpire in them 
a dangerous ſecurity. It would be oppoſed, 
powerfully oppoſed ; not only by thoſe from 
whom nothing better was to be expected, by 
the friends and ſupporters, in and out of Par- 
liament, of the late ruinous Adminiſtration ;— 
but he' was ſorry to add, by ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable characters, who had hitherto been 
the faſt friends of the People and the Conſtitu- 
tion, and whoſe opinions would derivea weight 
from the reverence which their paſt conduct had 
won them. Whether they were warped by an in- 
tereſt in thols Boroughs, which might be affected 


by 


| 
| 
| 


208 J 
by the Petition, or 2 tenaciouſneſs of certain ſpe. i 
culative notions which they had adopted, he . 
would not decide, as they were not preſent to an. 
ſwer for themſelves; but ſuchwere the opponents 
Whom they were to reſiſt, and refiſt with all the 
force of argument and ſolicitation. He believed 
the County of Nottingham had not the fin of 
one private Borough 15 anſwer for: he wiſhed i 
were equally free from all imputation of cor. 
ruption and vitiating influence; but if Gentle. 
men thought differently from the Petitioners, 
he wiſhed they had been preſent, to have urged 
their objections. The Meeting was in the face n : 
of day, and of the country, and this would 
have become them as men and as citizens. The 
Reform was neceſſary in a ſtriking view, as not 
only Lords and Miniſters, and Aſiatic plunderers, 
might invade the appropriated Rights of the 
People, but even a King of France might at the 
price of 5000l. a borough, ſend Repreſentative Wi tn 
of himſelf to the Commons houſe, and com- 
mand an aſcendency in a Britiſh Parliament, 
The practicability of ſuch daring outrages, iſſued 
from the horrid ſtate of Repreſentation, If the 
Electors of every Borough conſiſted in a number 
of Britiſh Freemen, ſuch, attempts would not 
even be conceived. He praiſed Lord Gallway 
for the diſintexeſtedneſs of his conduct, in be- 
ing ſuperior to the tegnptations of his Borough 
Intereſt, when the intereſts of his Country called 
for his approbation and ſupport ; if in the * 
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the buſineſs he ſhould be thrown on the afſec> 
jons of his Country for a ſeat in Parliament, 
hich at preſent he held as by his own right, a 
ateful Country could not fail to make every 
i return. He concluded with recom- 
nending the ſubject of the Petition to their beſt 
ſſections; there was a ſpirit and vigour in the 
onſtitution, which, as the laſt Speaker had ob- 
zrved, would awe even the Legiſlature in great 
xccafions ; and if the People, with a firm and 
panly tone, „ 
un it. 

The unanimous approbation of the Petition 
plowed Lord Surrey's ſpeech, when after ſome 
zeſolutions, which may be ſeen in the advertiſe- 
ent, Lord George Sutton cloſed the Meeting, 
ith thanking them for the honour they had 
one him in calling him to the Chair, and aſſur- 
ng them of all the ſupport which either as a 
itizen or Member of Parliament he could give 
ram | 
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Pethicn by the, County of Garkarith, with 

Letter prefixed, from Joun Parry, E/q; Chair 

man of the Catnarvonſhire Committee, 1 th 

Chairman of the Committee 7 Aſſociation 


ibe County of York. 


— . 1 r — 
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| Rev. Sir, 12 FOES 67 
i I HAD lately the honour d 
receiving a Letter from you, with the Proceed. 
d | ings of the Committee of the County of York 
| 1 am now to acquaint you, that a Petition, 
[ whereof the incloſed is a copy, is now fignin 
| in the County of Carnaryon, and will, in dit 
time, de ready to be preſented to Parlament 
that the Carn thire Committee, in pn p 
paring and recommending this Petition to tle Co: 
County, had an idea of ſubmitting to the vi fect 
dom of Parliament, a general Reform in tht 
' ſeveral matters complained of without making 
any particular declaration, hoping that a Cons 
mittee'of the Houſe of Commons would be era 
Pointed to take theſe grievances into conſiden 
tion; that they wiſh for a free communicatioſen v 
of ſentiments with the Committee of the Countſ 
of York, for whoſe opinion they _—_— 
| g 


[ae 1 
gtezteſt reſpoct, and to ſubmit to their con- 
ſideration, whether ĩt will not be more proper 
to poſtpone giving Inſtructions to their Repre- 
ſentative until the fate of the general Petitions 
is determined. 1 | oO SALT in 

R 44.295 an 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt faithful ſervant, 
| . JOHN PARRY, Chairman, 


Lixcoln's-INN FIELDS, Dec. 12, 1782. 


To the Honourable tbe Commons of Great-Britain 
u Farliament aſenbled. 


The Humble Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Freeholders of the County of Carnarvon, 


Sheweth, — 
THAT your Petitioners conſider the Britiſh 
Conſtitution as originally framed, the maſt per- 
fect ſyitem of good government that can poſſi- 
bly exiſt, being admirably calculated to promote 
the eaſe and happineſs of the ſubject. 
Your Petitioners further ſhew, That the al- 


e 1p Mterations which have been introduced into that 
der-Conſtitution, are inimical to thoſe free principles 


dn which it is founded, and that the extreme 
inequality in the Repreſentation of the People, 
ic long duration of Parliament, and the very 

OS expenſive 


"Pn" 


expenſive mode of election for Repreſentative, 
are meaſures fundamentally wrong, and griey, 
ances of alarming tendency. - 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly i intreat this 
Honourable Houſe to take the ſameintotheir moſt 
ſerious conſideration, and to apply ſuch remedy 
to theſe great conſtitutional evils as to the wil. 
dom of this Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 885 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, * 


- 


Paper VI. 


Proceedings at a General Meeting if the Tom 
of St. Edmund's Bury, on the ad day of J. 


nuary, 1785: 


— 


T 


AT a numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the Wl ©* 
Inhabitants, held this day at the Afembh- WW l. 
Room, purſuant to publice notice ; 


R. ROBERT WALPOLE was called to 
the Chair; and a motion being mad: 

and ſeconded, and the queſtion put, 
.. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion 
of this Meeting, that a Petition, expreſſive of 
their ſenſe on a Reform i in the * 
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of the People in Parliament, and of this Borough 
im particular, be preſented. to ths Hier. 


Houſe of Commons. 
The following Petition was ; then read: ö 


To the Honourable the Common; f Great: Britain 
nx Parliament aſenbled. "Oe 


The Humble Petition 'of the Gentry, Gletgy, 
Traders, and other Inhabitants of the Town 
of St. Tanne Nr, in the County of 
Suffolk, 


Sheweth, K ? 

THAT the Werum of the preſent ate of 
Repreſentation, though derived from à variety 
of concurrent cauſes, appears to your Petition- 
ers to be in no inſtance more remarkable than 
in that of the privilege of election, exerciſed in 
great towns by a very ſmall proportion of the 
inhabitants, to the excluſion of the reſt ; who, 
content as they might be without the 
privilege annexed to Corporations, - cannot, at 
the ſame time, without regret, feel themſelves 
deſtitute of the firſt of Conſtitutional  Rights— 
A ſhare in the Election of thoſe who are choſen 
to repreſent them. 

Your Petitioners deſire to ſtate to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, that the two Repreſentatives 
for Bury are elected by a Corporation, under a 
Charter from King 2 the Firſt, conſiſting, 

"0. when 
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when full, of one Alderman or Firſt: M 
twelve capital Burgeſſes, and — + of the 
Common Council, the vacancies. being, ſupplied 
by election, made according to the Charter, by 
the Corporate Body only. 

Your Petitioners further ſubmit to, this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, that the Town of Bury is an 
ancient and well inhabited town, conliſting of 
more than 6000 inhabitants, of whom 500 aud 
upwards are regularly aflefſed to the pariſh. — 

To the wiſdom and juſtice of chis 
able Houſe, your Petitioners therefore reed 
fully apply, praying that their Petition may he 
taken into conſideration, and ſuch relief granted 
on the premiſes as ſhall appear beſt adapted to 
the State and circumſtances of the Town, agree. 
ably to the conſtitutional principles of * 
ſentation. e 

And your Petitianers vii exer pray, ic 


| Amotionthen being made and cond 
the queſtion put, 500 

EReſolved nimenden That this Petition: he 
preſented to Parliament; afterwards the follow 

ing Reſolves were agreed to: | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That Sir Tho. Charls 

Bunbury, Bart. and Sir John Rous, Bart. Mem- 

bers for; the County, be e to preſent this 

Petition to Parliament. ; 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That i it is the opinicn 


of this Mecting, that John Balders, Eſq; om 
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Robert Hayward, Tho. Robinſon, John Cogke, 
William Buck, John Le Grice, and William W. 
Steele, with the Chairman, be appointed a Com- 
mittee to wait upon Sir Thomas Charles Bun- 
bury, Bart. and Sir John Rous, Bart. Members 
for this County, with this Petition. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly,' That the faid Com- 
mittee be empowered to preſent this Petition at 
the reſpective houſes of the inhabitants, in order 
to receive the I ar thoſe by whom it 
may be approved. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Right Hon. Henry 
deymour Conway, and Sir Charles Davers, Bart. 
for their ſpirited and ſteady oppoſition to the 
injurious meaſures of the late Adminiſtration, 
and particularly to the former, for his motion 
to diſcontinue offenſive war in America, which 
had ſo long continued contrary to Juſtice; to 
the great prejudice of Commerce, and the ha- 
zards of the beſt intereſts of the Community. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to Capel Lofft of Troſton- 
Hall, in this County, Eſq; for his obliging and 
able affiſtanics in bringing forward the buſineſs 
of this day. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this et be given to the Chairman. 

| ROBERT WALPOLE, 
Chairman. 
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: & A Petition from the inhabitants of Tiverton, 

was ſigned and preſented to the Houſe of Commons im 
after the receſs, The Petition fat forth, that though the — 
contains 3000 inhabitants, twenty-five men only, (many of then 
non-reſidents and placemen) and choſen by themſelves, ele& two 
Repreſentatives to Parliament. The inhabitants, therefore, bun. 
bly Petition the Houſe of Commons for a more 2 and pto- 


portionate Repreſentation of that Borough, 


LE -. „ * 2 
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Paper VII. 7 


Advertiſement agreed to at a previous Meeting at 
Truro, on the 6th of January, 1783, calling « 
General Meeting of the Freeholders of - the 
County of Cornwall, who were friendly t 4 
Reform in the Repreſentation of the People in 
Parliament; with Minutes reſpecting the firſ 
Meeting, and the e which were the 


Reſult of i. 


Tauxo, Jan. 6, 17%; 

W whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
are of opinion, that the preſent ſtate of 

the Parliamentary Repreſentation of the People 
in general, is highly inadequate; but more pat: 
ticularly of the inhabitants of the County of 
Cornwall, where about one thouſand and fifty 
| perſons, who have votes in the different Bo- 
roughs, return forty-two Members; yu 
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the County at large; containing two thouſand 
two hundred. Frecholders, ſends only TWO. 


It is therefore our wiſh, that our ſentiments, 3 


on this important ſubject, be communicated to 
ſuch gentlemen as we have reafon to think will 
unite with us; and that they be requeſted to 

co-operate in every legal and conſtitutional me- 


thod for the Redreſs of ſo. great an evil. 
Thomas Carlyon, Francis Gregor, 

J. Stackhouſe, ' R. L. Gwatkin, 
John Carlyon, Francis Gregor, jun. 


Chriſtopher Hawkins, W. J. Temple. 


* Now Member for the County of Cornwall. 


2 — WE 
1 . III.. * . - 4 " 


Minutes reſpedting" the Firſt Meeting, and ibe Pro- 


ceedings which were the Reſult of it. 


THE Firſt Meeting at Truro, on the 6th of 
January, 1783, was a private one; in conſequence 
of previous converſation and correſpondence. 

The Reſolution of this Firſt Meeting was cir- 
culated through the County, and a day appoint- 
ed for a general Meeting, to conſider the expe- 
diency of a Petition to Parliament for a more 
equal Repreſentation. ” It was fully and reſpect- 
ably attended; a Petition was read, approved 

and 
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and figned by all preſent. A ſubſcription way 
then entered into, to defray the expence of cir. 
culating it thraugh the County for ſignatures; 
and it was chearfully ſubſcribed by almoſt every 
perſon who, had a vote, The Petition was then 


1,0 


Ented to Parliament by chem. N Wt 


They, viz. Sir William Lemon and EY fl 
were both a to the meaſure. And it is 
underſtood, that the ſentiments of the Corniſh 
Gentlemen, who at that time N the Pe. 
tition, remain generally unaltered, | 


£7 The Advertifement-and Minutes refpefting the Corni 
Petition, for a more equal Repreſentation, were communicated 
by a reſpectable Friend from Cornwall, but no endeavours to e 


cute the . ul 


— 
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5 N Paper” VIII. 


Proceedings at a General Meeting of the County 
of Eſſer, vr thy i100 * 1783. 


Ax a; General County W held at the 
- Shire-Hall: at | Chelmsford, on Thurſday 


the 1oth of April, 4g ſummoned by 
John Godſalve Croſs, Eſq; High-Sherift, 
at the requiſition of ſeveral Gentlemen, 


for the expreſs purpoſe of petitioning Par- 


liament fur a more equal Repreſentation 
and ſhortening the duration of Parliament, 
and alſo for an Addreſs n to the 
„Tunes for the Peace. 


High-Sherif having declared the inten- 
tion of his Anme the Meeting, de- 


clined the Chair. 


John Jolliff Tufnell, Eid Shi mn 
voted as Chairman to the ne. 
A Petition to the Houſe af Commous was 


moved by Mr. Fytche, and 2 by ths 
Rev, Mr, . 


To 
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ceſſary to the welfare of the People, that the 
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Tothe Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament n. 


The Humble Petition of the Nobility, ok 
Clergy, and other Inhabitants of the Coun 
ty of Eſſex, 


Sheweth, - 
THAT your Petitioners, ſenſible of the orig 
nal excellency of the Conſtitution” of this Coun. 
try, moſt ardently wiſh. to have it maintained 


as 


Your Petitioners further beweg That it it is ne- 


Commons Houſe of Parliament ſhould have 1 of 


common intereſt with the nation; and that, in bo 


the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation of te no 
People in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons A. 


do not ſufficiently ſpeak the voice of the People. Wl plc 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this WW ho 
Honourable Houſe to take into their moſt ſeri Wi the 
ous conſideration, the Reſtoration of the Coniti- Wi 2g: 


tution to its original purity, by a more equal i an 


Repreſentation of the People, and by ſhortening Bl be 


the duration of Parliament. We 
And your | Petitioners ſhall ever pray. _ 
ra 


The Petition 8 unanimauſly reed to, men 
was adopted as the act of the — — : tha 
Sn 
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pgned by the Chairman; the Members of the 
County to be requeſted to preſent it. 

An Addreſs to the King, on the Peace, being 
moved and ſeconded, was me agreed 
to, as follows: | 


5 = 


To the KING's moſt excellent MAJESTY, 


Sire, 

WE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufacturers, 
and other Inhabitants of the County of Eſſex, 
beg leave, as well in common with our fellows 
ſubjects, as from local conſiderations, to thank 
your Majeſty for the bleſſing of Peace; which 
has already tended to relieve the numerous Poor 
of this Manufacturing County, whoſe daily la- 
bour, where haply employment could be had, would 
not, till now, afford them their daily bread; 
And when your Majeſty's moſt gracious exam- 
ple, in this ceconomical Reform of your Houſe- 
hold, ſhall be extended by the Legiſlature to all 
the other branches of the Public Expenditure, . 
agreeable to our Petitions; and conſequently 
an aſſured Plan of leſſening our enormous. debt 
be prudently laid, and faithfully executed.— 
We do not doubt but the credit, induſtry, and 
integrity of our Merchants, Manufacturers, and 
Tradeſmen, can, on the only juſt baſis of Com- 
merce, reciprocal advantage, ſo well ſupport 
that of Great-Britain, as not to fear the rivalry 
-ned | of 
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of any State; and fully enable your Majeſty to 
ſupport the dignity of your Crown, againſt the 
turbulent policy of any confederated Power, 


by the loyalty, wealth, and ſpirit, of your oy 


jeſty's moſt grateful ſubjects. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Addreſs be 
preſented by the Members of the County, attend. 
ed by ſuch Gentlemen as think proper. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Meeting re. 
appoint the Committee of Aﬀociation, with ity 
former powers, and to add to their er and 
chuſe a Chairman. 

Reſolvedunanimouſly, That this Meetinghigh- 
ly approving the Quintuple Alliance, empowet 
their Committee to appoint and ſend fix Depu- 
ties to join that reſpectable Body, to watch the 
effects of the Petitions of the People, praying 
for a juſt and equal Repreſentation, and ſhort 


Parliaments, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That Thomas Brand 


Hollis, Eſq; be the Chairman; and that the fol 
lowing 17 names be added to the Committee 


Rev. C. Onley, Joſeph Savill, ſen. - 
Meſſrs. Golden, Griggs, Joſeph Savill, jun. 
P. P. Todd, Robert Tindall, 
B. Crakanthorp, Dr. Kirkland, 

P. Blincow, M. Pugh, 

T. Iſaacs, —— Clapham, 

A. Morley, Joſeph Smith, 


Rev. J, Cautley, Jacob Pateſon, 
Melſrs, N. Weſtcomb, _ 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, hat the thanks pf 
Meeting be given to the High-Sheriff for 

; readineſs in calling the County Meeting, on 

moſt important buſineſs. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 

Meeting be 2 to J. Jolliff Tuffnell, Eſq; 

Chairman, for his candour and artist 

duct. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting 

power five Members of the Committee to 

| 2 Meeting when the buſineſs requires ity 


i that this Meeting be adjourned. 
neee. 


ed, 
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5 Paper IX. 
Proceedings of a County Meeting, held at lem 
in Zuſſex, on the 18th of January, 1783; wil 
Letter from the Duxs of Ricamond 4 

_ High-Sheriff ſubjoin ade. 
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public notice given by the High- Je 

being read, the buſineſs of the dayn 
opened, and the nature of it explained by 
GoprrtEY WEBSTER, who, after a very | 
tinent and judicious exordium, in which 
ſtrongly ——— the right of petitioning 
the ſubject, produced and read, in the for 
a motion, a Petition, founded on ſo firm ali 
and couched in ſuch conciſe and conſtituti 
language, that we defy even the abettors df 
nality and corruption themſelves to brand 
with their wonted epithets, factious! inter 
ed !. or rebellious !——which Sir Godfrey al 
was the language uſed by thoſe who wilkel 
ſtem the progreſs of this grand national Reſt 
The Petition being read, it immediately a 
forth the attention of that known friend to 
country, Col. Hay, who roſe, and declared 
it met his moſt hearty concurrence and alt 
and he begged to ſecond it, 
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This called up the Hon. Major PeLnam, who, 
in a very ſenſible and well delivered fpeech, ſaid 
he diſapproved of the preſent mode of Reform; 
that his diſapprobation proceeded from an in- 
ward conviction, and would not permit him to 
give his afſent to the motion. The Hon. Mem- 
ders oppoſition was ſupported by Mr. Shelly. 

Lord GzorGEz LENNOx next roſe, and with a 
ſteady and determined uniformity, which has 
ever diſtinguiſhed that nobleman, aſſented to 
the motion, and promiſed it his utmoſt ſupport 
in the Houſe of Commons. | 

Mr. Serjeant Kzmys now ſpoke in a very ani- 
mated ſtrain, in reply to Mr. Pelham; after 
which the debate was obſtructed by Mr. Court- 
hope's calling for an explanation of certain 
words in the Petition, i. e. ſeparate intereſt,” 

This occaſioned Lord Surrey to riſe, who 
ſaid, by © ſeparate intereſt'” was meant the Re- 
preſentatives of venal Boroughs, through whom, 
added his Lordſhip, in conſideration of a ſpeci- 
fic ſum, the French King might obtain a ſeat in 
the Britiſh Senate Houſe for a man, who ſhould 
come there for the determined purpoſe of be- 
cant the deareſt Rights and Intereſts of this 

Country.—This explanation was ſatisfactory to 
Mr. Courthope. 

The debate on the queſtion was now return. 
ed to; and Mr. Pelham, in the courſe of his 
ſpeeches, having expreſſed his hearty approbation 
of ſhortening the duration of Parliament, * 

P 2 


L 226 J 


that grievances exiſted; that he wiſhed to ſee the 
Yeomanry of England enjoy a larger ſhare ig 
electing the Repreſentatives of the People, but 
feared too wide a door might be opened; that 
certain ſyſtems might be brougl:t forward, whic 
he could not approve of; and on this reſting his 
arguments for not afſenting to the motion, in 
his capacity as a Frecholder, but declaring, 2 
the ſame time, that as the Repreſentative of the 
People, he ſhould always be happy to obey the 
commands of his Conſtituents. 

Lord SURREY got up and endeavoured to pet. 
fuade him, that the arguments he made uſe of 
ſhould have made him concur with the Petition, 
and not _ it; that a man could not bez 
friend to the frequency of election, who could 
oppoſe the ftablithing the rights of it in the 
People, who were ndl ane thereof, 
whenever a Borough became the private pro+ 
perty of an individual. His Lordſhip called it 
à ſtrange perverſion of Juſtice, that the 
ture ſhould deprive poor inckviduals of thei 
franchiſe, (as in the caſe'of the 
Borough of Shoreham) and think the ſafety of 
the Conſtitution required their adding a laty: 
diſtrict of the country to the Borough, for 
being tempted by ſmall bribes of teh or twenty 
guineas, to fell a fingle vote, while they per: 
mitfed noblemen, of 0 very firſt rank and 
fortune, to. rfue, with impunity; the ſcanda“ 
ſands; 
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ſands; which to their eternal diſgrace they moſt 
notoriouſly practiſed; that he could nat recon- 
cile the honourable Gentleman's wiſhes to in- 
creaſe the power of the Yeomanry of England, 
with oppoſing a meaſure which evidently tended 
to produce that effect; that he revered the name 
of Pelham; and that the laſt time he appeared 
in that place, was to oppoſe the honourable Gen- 
tleman's re- election, becauſe he hid been found 
voting with men whoſe principles and conduct 
had nearly ruined this country ; that he hoped 
never to ſee him amongſt them again, and that 
he was happy to find him diſpoſed to ſupport 
the inquiry in Parliament ; and that while he 
maintained the principles of the Pelbams, his 
predeceſſors, he would come on a future occa- 
ſion, with infinitely more pleaſure, to ſupport, 
than he had done to oppoſe him.—He obſerved, 
that out of twenty-cight, Members, not more 
than ten were connected with the County. 

His Lordſhip in reply to Mr. Shelly, who ex- 
preſſed his — of diſtreſſing the King's Mini 
ters, informed him, that in various * 
tions he had had with the Earl of Shelburne, 
the noble Lord had repeatedly declared, that a 
Reform in the Repreſentation of the People had 
bis warme/t wiſhes, and ſhould have the moſt Ho- 
murabie ſupport in Parliament: That Mr. Pitt had 
declared he held the Reform eſſential to the Con- 
ſtitution, and would never, a. the hopes of ſee- 
ing it Hected. 
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The debates being finiſhed, the following Let. 
ter from the Duke of Richmond to the 
Sheriff was read, after which the queſtion wa 
put, and almoſt unanimouſly carried, there 
pearing not more than ten diſſenting hands, 


WHITEHALL, Jan. 17, 1185 


Sir, „ 
YOU may eaſily believe 
that being one of thoſe who joined in requeſt 
ing you to call a County Meeting, nothing but 
illneſs can prevent my attending it; and it i 
with infinite regret I ſubmit to the deciſion 0 
my Phyſicians, who pronounce, that it is not 
ſafe for me to leave London. 

I truſt that my ſentiments on the ſubjedts d 
Parliamentary Reform are in general ſufficient 
known, and that without further aſſurances ! th; 
might be depended upon for giving it even Wil the 
ſupport in my power; but ſome circumſtancs WW fro 
made me wiſh to ſtate them as briefly as poſlible Wl cle; 
to the County of Suſſex. They are formed a any 
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the experience of twenty-ſix years, which, vb if x 
ther in or out of Government, has equally co: tior 
vinced me that the Reſtoration of a genuin elec 
Houſe of Commons, by a renovation of th to | 
Rights of the People, is the only remedy againl 2 de 


that ſyſtem of Corruption which has * 
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the nation to diſgrace and poverty, and threat- 
ens it with the loſs of Liberty. 

I take the grievance of the preſent Rats of 
election to be its groſs inequality. All the Elec- 
tors in Great-Britain do not amount- to one 
ſixth part of the whole People, and a ſtill greater 
inequality ſubſiſts in the elections made by that 
ſixth part ; for one-ſeventh part of them ele& a 
majority, ſo that one forty-ſecond part of the 
nation diſpoſes of the property of the whole, 
and have their lives and liberties at command. 
And this forty-ſecond part, far from conſiſting 
of the moſt opulent part of the kingdom, is 
compoſed of the ſmall Boroughs, moſt of which 
are become either the private property of indi- 
viduals, or are notoriouſly ſold to the beſt bidder; 
ſo that the Counties and great Cities are, in fact, 
as well as the great maſs of the People, ſwallowed 
up in this ſyſtem of Corruption. 

My ideas of Reform undoubtedly go to one 
that ſhall be compleat and general throughout 
the kingdom, I ſee ſuch fatal conſequences ariſe 
from the preſent partial.and accidental ſtate of 
elections, that I cannot take upon me to propoſe 
any new mode that partakes of the ſame defects. 
If we do not differ from the Abettors of Corrup- 
tion upon the broad principle of inequality in 
election, and the univerſal Right of the People 
to be repreſented, and are contending only for 
a degree of partiality, more or leſs, I fear bur 
ground is not ſound; if we mean only to ſub- 
P4 . ſtitute 
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ſtitute partiality for partiality, and are ſtruggling 
but for its extent, one man's whim may be u 
good as another's conceit, and we have 
certain to direct us; and if inequality is ſtill ty 
fubſiſt, the 2dvocites for the preſent ſyſtem wil 
have the ſanction of time, and theriſk of 
to oppoſe to us, which will have their weight, 
when it is. but for a change of partiality that 
we contend. 
I have thought that Parliamentary Reform 
had much more fimple and unerring guides to 
lead us'to our end; I mean the true Princi 
of the Conſtitution, and the Rights of the Peo 
ple. If theſe exiſt, I do not conſider myſelf a 
liberty to ſpeculate upon fyſtems. 1 have ng 
choice, but to give to every man his own. 
But this, it feems, is by ſome thought in- 
practicable; and the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, in his 
Letter of the 5th of December, to Alderman 
Croſby, as Chairman of the Committee of the 
Livery of London, which has been publiſhed, WI ©! 
very conciſely decides it to be ſo: For I preſume Wl it 
his objection of impracticability is not confined Wl { 
to my Plan, which I believe he has never ſeen, I. 
but to the extent of the idea; and yet Mr. d. 
Wyvil, in the ſecond Addreſs of the Yorkſhire Wl ® 
Committee to the Electors in Great Britain, itl 
of the more and lefs extenſive Plan, Wi to 
ſays, © That the diverſity of ſentiment does not WW m 
ariſe from a difference of political principles, ſ Wl 8 
N ̃ in pr 
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BE 
in them there is an entire agreement, but ſolely 
from conſiderations of a prudential nature.” 
How far it is wiſe for thoſe who entirely.agree 
in principle upon the Rights of Men, to endeavour 
to perſuade them, that the recovery of their 
Birth-rights and moſt effential intereſts © are 
not reducible to practice, nor attainable by any 
or conſtitutional efforts 'of theirs,” is 
what I 4 leave to others to determine. But 
the truth of this aſſertion is what I can never 
ſubſcribe to. I cannot but think that this na- 
tion ever has its own power, by peaceful and 
conſtitutional efforts, to do itſelf juſtice ; and 
that nothing can reader attempts for this pur- 
poſe impracticable, but either a general indolence 
and indifference to all that requires exertion, 
though for the nobleſt purpoſes, or ſuch preju- 
dice to favourite ſyſtems as ſhall divide the 
le. | 
To guard againſt. ſuch an imputation falling 
on me, I am moſt ready to agree to an Addref 
in the moſt general texms, not pointing at any 
ſpeciſic mode of Reform in the Petition, or by 
Inſtructions to our Members, or by Reſolutions, 
but ſubmitting the remedy, as in my opinion it 
ought 'to be in the firſt inſtance, -to Parliament 
itſelf; which I conceive to be at leaſt as equal 
to ſuch a conſideration as any Provincial Com- 
mittee. 
Should Mr. Wyvill's firſt or ſecond Plan be 
propoſed in Parliament, or any thing like it, al. . 
| though ; 
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though I ſhall lament that we for à moment 
quit our advantageous ground of the Conſtitu 
tion and the Rights of Men, yet I ſhall 

give every ſupport in my power to this or to any 
amendment. And it certainly will be a con. 
ſiderable improvement, that inſtead of a forty. 
ſecond it ſhould be a thirty-ſfixth' or thirtieth 
part that ſhall decide the concerns of the whole 
People. It will be ſomething material they vil 
have gained, and may become a ſtep to the more 
eaſy attainment of their full privileges. 

I ſhall moſt fincerely hope, that that Plan may 
be found attainable; but I never can conſent to 
tell the People, and I hope in God they never 
will believe, that the recovery of any Right 
which Nature and the Conſtitution has given 
them, is impracticable. On the contrary, con- 
vinced myſelf, I wiſh them ever to believe 
that whenever they pleaſe to claim them, they 
will, and muſt, have the full extent of their 
Rights. p 

I have thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much, 
on an impreſſion I cannot think indifferent the 
Public ſhould entertain. 

The meaſure for which you are afſembled 
meets with my hearty concurrence ; and [I ſhal 
be happy if theſe, my ſentiments, which I beg 
you would communicate to the Meeting ot 
the County of Suſſex, ſhould meet with ther 
approbation. | 

t 
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It is with the higheſt eſteem and regard that 


at are the honour to be, 

a Sir, 

* Your moſt obedient, 
way And moſt humble ſervant, 
ty. a RICHMOND, &c. 
— o WILLIAM FRANKLAND, Ef; 

vil High-Sheriff of the County 

* of Suſſex. Fry 
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Reſolutions at a Meeting, on the 20th of Dew 
ber, 1782, of the Committee of Adlpciation, y 
appointed at a General Meeting of the County 
of York, on the 19th day of December, 1782, 


—— — — — 
PRESENT, 

Rev. C. WYVILEh Chairman. 
Mr. F. Smyth Rev. John Bourne 
Mr. Micklethwaite Sir James Norcliffe 
Dr. Spencer ; Mr. H. Duncombe 
Sir 3 Strickland Mr. — M 
Rev. William Comber Mr. Strickland 
Sir R. D. Hildy ard Mr. Croft, jun. 
Rev. William Maſon Mr. Ward 
Mr. Edmunds Mr. Croft 
Mr. Frankland Mr. Chaloner 
Ar. Battle The Dean of York 
Mr. Sykes General Hale 
Mr. Waines The Earl of Surrey 
Mr. Morritt Mr. Foord 
Rev. James Lawſon Mr. Yorke 
Mr. Courtney Mr. Tooker 
Mr. Wolrich Mr. Dalton 
Mr. Childers Sir Charles Turner 

g Mr. Cradock Mr. R. Wilſon £ 
Rev. John Dixon Rev. James Wilkinſon 
Mr. Shore : Mr. Hill 4 
Mr. Pool Mr. Anderſon 
— peirſe Rev. Richard Shuttle worth 
Mr. Richard Milnes 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne, Bart. 
be added to this Committee, | 

Reſolved, That the Sub-Committee of Aſſo- 
ciation be re-appointed, with its former powers 

Reſolved, That the ſtanding. orders of the 
Committee of Aſſociation, under its former ap- 
pointment by the County of York, be continued. 

Reſolved, That this Committee will exert it- 
ſelf, with unremitted attention and zeal, to exe- 
cute the truſt repoſed in them, by the appolnt- 
ment of the County of York; on the rgth of 
December, 1782. 

Read a Letter-from-the-Committee of Hun- 
tingdonſhire, in farther anſwer to the Circular 
Letter of the 1ſt of November laſt. 

Reſolved, That the Chairman he directed to 
prepare an Anſwer to the ſeveral Public Bodies, 
who have given their opinion and advice upon 
the Circular Letter of the Committee, dated 
November 1, 1782; to be laid before the Com- 
mittee to-morrow: morning. 

Reſolved, That engroſſed copies of the Petition 
be ſent to the. Gentlemen who circulated tlie 
former County Petition, and that theſe Gentle- 
men be requeſted. to apply particularly. to any 
ther Gentlemen, who are friendly to the mea- 
Lure, for their aſſiſtance, i in tendering the Petition 
to the Freeholdexs in their reſpective neighbour 
oods for their ſignatures. _ . . 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
il to-morrow morning at ten clock. 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
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Paper II. | 
Reſolution at 2 Meeting of the Committee 
Aſſociation of the County of York, on the 21 

of December, 1782; with a Circular Letter h 

the Chairman annexed, in anſwer to the ſeverd 
Public Bodies who had given their opinion au 
advice to the Committee, on the ſubject of th 

Circular Letter, dated Nov. 1, 1782. 


ir 
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0 
g a k 
PRESENT, - | 
1 Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. | x 
Sir James Norcliffe Mr. Foord - © pi 
General Hale Dr. Swainſton | I ( 
Mr. Croft | | Rev. William Dade Yo 
Mr. F. Smyth | Mr. Strickland | 
Mer. Dring+ 1 6 Mr. R. Wilſon | om 
Rev. John Dixon | Rev. Robert Croft | 
Mr. Chaloner Mr. Grimſton 
Rev. John Robinſon - Dr. 4 1 — 
Mr. Lodge Mr. Danby yx 


Mr. Childers _ . Tube Dean of Tor 


Read the Letter prepared by the Chairmit 
purſuant to the Reſolution of yeſterday, wide 
is approved of, by the Committee, as a prope 
Anſwer to the ſeveral Public Bodies who hege. 
given their opinion and advice on the ſub 
of the Circular Letter, dated Nov. I, 1782. 
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Reſolved, That the Committee be adjoyrned, 
bje&t to a call by the Sub-Committee or by 
\- Chairman, at the requiſition of any five 


lembers. 


| 4 WYVILL, Chair i m an. 
i, | 

ral | — K 
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14 Wiccular Letter agreed to by the Committee of 


Aſſociation of the County of N on the 21/2 
of December, wake 


Sir, 

lam directed by the Committee 
the County of York, to tranſmit to you 
pics of the Proceedings of the General Meet- 
g of that County, on the 19th day of Decem- 
r inſtant; and alſo the Reſolutions of the 
ommittee on the 17th, 18th, 2oth, and 21ſt 
ys of December; and to requeſt you will take 
1 carly opportunity to communicate them to 
te 
The Petition which the County of York has 
opted, is drawn up in general terms, in con- 
rrmity to the opinion and advice of all the 
ends to the meaſure of Parliamentary Reform. 
ut, although many Public Bodies have ex- 
efled the ſtrongeſt approbation of the Propoſi- 
dns of Reform ſubmitted to their judgment in 
e Circular Letter of the Chak dated No- 

vember 
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vember ft, 1782, yet the Committees of Wy 
dleſex, Suffer, Huntingdonſhire, London, Well 
minſter, and Southwark, having declared they 
apprehenſion, that at preſent the recomme 
tion of thoſe or ary other ſpecific Propolin 
by the County of Vork, in the form of inf 
tions to their Members, might. tend to produt 
difſention among the ſeveral Petitioning Bod 
The Yor e Gentlemen, conſcious how in 
portant to the public welfare it is that tl 
friends of the Conſtitution ſhould be unanimay 


in their intended application to Parliament fx 


its reſtoration, determined to poſtpone, for ſou 
time, their propoſed meaſure of inſtrufting tha 


| Repreſentatives; nevertheleſs it appeared tothe 


ad viſeable to declare, that if a Parliamentary 
formation ſhould be effected in the terms 
Poſed 1 in the ſaid Circular Letter, ſuch Rel 


mation would be accepted by the Wan 


Vork with high approbation. 
1 am, es 
Lour moſt humble ben 
C. WIN. 
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Reſolution at @ Meeting of the Sub-Committee of 
Aſſociation of the County of York, oh the "26th 
of January, 1783. > INIT. 


Press N nnn 


Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairman. 
Mr, St. Quintin Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr. Croft Dr. Swainſton 


Ordered, That a Circular Letter be ſent by 
ie Clerk to the ſeveral Gentlemen, who have 
Duplicates of the Petition under their care 
hroughout the County, requeſting a return of 
he number of ſignatures already obtained there- 
o, and intimating that the Duplicates may be 
pt out till the end of the firſt week in Febru- 
7, but defiring that the whole may be ſent in 
Saturday, February the 8th.—Alſo to inquire 
| any diſtrict has not had the Petition tendered 
dit, and aſk the Gentlemen to point out, in 
lat caſe, what mode of circulating it there may 


e proper, 
W, MASON, Chairman. | 


3 Q Paper IV. 
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Paper Iv. 


Reſolution al a Meeting f the Sub-Commti 
of Aﬀociation of the County of York, on th 
. 23d of January, 1783; with a Letter from th 
Rev. C. WeviLL to the Dean of York annexl 


PRESENT, | 
WILLIAM WITHERS, Eſq; Chairman, 


. e 
2692 Pan Mr. C m 
„John Dixon my g 
Read à Letter from the Rev. Mr. Wyrm 
addreſſed to the Dean of York, and reſolved u ©* 
tranſmit the ſame to Colonel Foord, at Scatho bo 
rough, for his opinion and advice to the Sth of 
Committee 0 on the contents. . be 
WILLIAM WITHERS bo! 

| litt 

cee. 

I 

Wat 


T -a0t i 


Letter from #he Rev. C. WrVIL to the Dean of 


York, 
te — it 
Fl | 6 
1 0 Bums ron -Hart, Jan. 26, 1783. 
exed, Sir, 18 
| AS it would be a conſiderable 
advantage to our Plan of Parliamentary 


Reformation, if tte Town of Scarborough could 


be induced to Petition for the Redreſs of their 


lxal grievance ; I beg leave to offer to you, and 
to the Gentlemen of the Sub-Committee at their 
next Meeting, what has occurred to me as the 
moſt likely means to bring the Inhabitants of 
the Town, who are at preſent excluded from 
the right of oo to — a Petition ſimilar 
to that of Bury. The Towns of Bury and Scar- 


of Repreſentation is monopolized by a ſmall 
number of the Inhabitants: there is in their re- 
ſpective caſes a near reſemblance z and if Scar- 
N, borough ſhould reſolve to preſent a Petition to 
Parliament on this ſubject, that of Bury, with 
little variation, would ſerve their purpoſe ex- 

ceedingly well. 
am perſuaded the inhabitants at large only 
want the buſineſs to be properly brought before 
them, to take it up with warmth; they muſt 
fee] the injury of being deprived of their election 
> uit 1; rights, 


borough are both populous — whoſe right 


| 


P Een — 


. 4 
2 5A as * — — ö 
— — —— — _ — . Eo. — 5 


_ 
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vailed on to make the patriotic attempt. If th 
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rights, and conſequently wiſh to recover then 
If any reſpectable Member of the Corporation d 
Scarborough would have the generoſity to take 
the lead in the buſineſs, it would then be in the 
beſt and propereſt hands. I believe ſeveral Men. 
bers of the Corporation have ſigned the County 
Petition; and if a letter were hy” to each 
of thoſe Gentlemen by the Sub-Committee, ex, 
horting them to ſeize this favourable 


nity to enlarge the privileges of their townſmen, 
I ſhould hope ſome one of them might be pre. 


Sub-Committee ſhould not ſucceed. with ay 
reſpectable Member of the Corporation, I an 
far from thinking the caſe deſperate.—I ſhoull 
then propoſe that a letter from the ſame Body 
be ſent to Col. Foord, “ the two Mr. Olbaldelion 
Sir James Norclifte, and Sir Wm. St. Quintin 

ſuggeſting to them the public advantage 1 
Petition from Scarborough, the probability d 
ſupport if ſuch a meaſure were properly propoſe 
to the disfranchiſed inhabitants, and the earneſ 
wiſh of the Sub-Committee, that thoſe Gentle 
men would jointly undertake the taſk. If al, 


or even if any one of thoſe Gentlemen, would 


conſent to make the experiment, then it would 
be time for the Sub-Committee to prepare the 
way for it, by a ſhort letter to the unrepreſented 

| Inhabitants 


* This buſineſs was undertaken by Col. Foord, by whoſe pr 
dence and zeal the inhabitants of Scarborough were induced v 
adopt a Petition nearly fimilar to that of Bury. 
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(Inhabitants, ſtating the great injuſtice of their 
excluſion, the preſent chance of their re-admit- 
tance to their rights, and the zeal of the Sub. 
Committee to aſſiſt them in the attempt: Alſo 
propoſing the examples of Bury, Launceſton, 
Tiverton, &c. &c. 

In this way I think the Sub-Committee might 
be inſtrumental in obtaining for the Town of 
Scarborough a redreſs of their peculiar grievance, 
and at the ſame time gain ſtrength to the General 
Petition of the County, which is the cauſe of the 
Public. And as the: County Petition has been 
ſome time in circulation at Scarborough, the 
attempt may now be made without any riſque 
of loſing ſignatures in that town, which was my 
ſole reaſon for not ſubmitting this Propoſal to 
the conſideration of the Sub-Commitics before 
L left York. - 

Having thus laid my thoughts upon this ſub. 
ject before the Sub-Committee, / plainly, and 
without reſerve, I am fully affured they will a& 
in the matter as they ſhall find upon the whole 
to be moſt for the advantage of that public cauſe 
which we have all ſo much at heart. | 

I am, dear Sir, 
With great reſpet, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


Q 3 Paper V. 
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Paper K 


Letter from the Committee of the County of Mid. 
dleſex to the Rev. C. WvviLi, Chairman of ihe 
Committee for the County of York. 


— —ñ—— dT — 
Sir, | 
K Committes- of the County 
. of Middleſex have directed me, in their behalf, 
to return to you, and to the Committee of the 
County of York, our thanks for your friendly 
communication and intercourſe, which has hi- 
therto been kept up, and we truſt will be con. 
tinued, between the Petitioning Bodies, until 
they ſhall have finally and fully.ſucceeded in ob- 
taining 2 ſubſtantial Reform in the Repreſents- 
tion of this kingdom in Parliament. | 
To be as nearly as poſſtble unanimons, and 
univerſal in our deſires and declarations, upon 
this ſubject, we conſider as one great important 
object of th that intercourſe. : 1 5 
To maintain that unanimity it was, that the 
Committee of the County of Middleſex acqui- 
eſced readily to your wiſe recommendation of 2 
general Petition for a Reform, in which all good 
men agree, and avoided any mention of the par- 


e of Reform, in which the beſt men 1 
or 


* 
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for ſome time differ, and of which the worſt 
men will at all times take advan * 

And, in our opinion, the effect deſcending 
to particulars muſt be exactly the ſame, whether 
thoſe particulars are contained in a Petition or 
Inſtructions, or in r when we 
acknowledged the ſtrength of your own argu- 
ments for excluding 8 from the Patti, 
ons, we ſuppoſed it impoſlible to expect thoſe 
particulars in the ſhape of In/truftions; and after 
having, by our ſolicitations, obtained from, the 
Gentlemen of the Yorkſhire Committee to for: 
bear the propoſed Inſtructions, we could not 
expect that the ſame particulars ſhould. appear 
under the name of ions: for what, indeed, 
are ſtronger Inſtructions to Members than the 
Reſolutions wo; a County Meeting? Wo axe forry 
that any particulars (from which we cautiou 
abſtained) have, at this ſtage of our progreſs, 
deen brought forward in any, ſhape, 

On the particulars contained j in a thats Refoly: - 
tions, it is now our duty to return by: you. = 


opinion 


When we read thoſe Relplutions, (under the 


name of Inſtructions) as communicated by your 
Letter, we feared that we could not give our 
concurrence to them. 

We feared that private and Socket; Boroughs 
were to be excluded from the deſired ug 
and that Parliamentary Repreſentation (that 
the * of 2 e lives and ner 
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of the Public) was fill to continue private pro. 
perty. From this idea we muſt for ever be 
—. | | 
But we are happy to perceive from the narr, 
tive of the Proceedings of the County of York, 
on the 19th of laſt December, that our fem 
were created, as we truſt, merely by the word. 
ing of thoſe Reſolutions ; and with gxtreme fi. 
tisfaction we are deſirous to believe, that we ar 
unanimous with your County: for in that nu. 
rative we find, Mr. Stanhope declaring, that * h; 
thought the thanks of the Meeting were parti 
cularly due to a noble Lord then preſent, who 
had ſtood forward in ſupport of a Parliamentary 
Reform, although he was Proprietor of a Bo. 
rough,” and the Earl of Surrey declaring, that 
no perſon could be againſt the preſent Pet. 
tion, except the Proprietors of purchaſed Bo. 
roughs, and that the conduct of the Proprietor 
of a Borough, who came there to ſupport : 
meaſure, tending to overturn his own intereſt, and 
of another Gentleman then preſent, (the Pro- 
prietor of half a. Borough) aught to be held aut ar 
. @ reproach to thoſe men who wiſh to ſtand wel 
with the People; and yet ſupport in Parlis 
ment, with all their eloquence, the with-holding 
from them thoſe Rights which time has robbed 
them of.” 
We alfo find the unanimous thanks of the 
County © to three Gentlemen, for their * 
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eſted ſupport of a Petition which AFFECTS 
THEIR PRIVATE PROPERTY.” 

We, therefore, the Committee of Middleſex, 
meeting the ſenſe of the Committee and County 
of York from the Proceedings of the laſt County 
Meeting, and. eſpecially — thoſe parts of the 
Proceedings which we have extracted as above, 
are happy in declaring ourſelves unanimouſly 
of the opinion of the Earl of Surrey, ſo declared 
on this ſubje&t; and unanimoully of the opinion 
of the County of York, that all perſons acting 
on the principles which-cauſed their thanks, de- 
ſerve alſo the thanks and gratitude of all other 
parts of the country, 


' JAMES TOWNSEND, 
Chairman of the Committee of the 
County of Middleſex. 


Fazs-Mazong's TAVERN, Feb. 12, 1383. 
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Paper vi. 


Reſolution at o Meeting of the FE AF 
Aſſociation of the County of York, an the thth 
of February, 1783, with a Liſt of the Gentlemen 

annexed who aſſiſted in circulating the Petition 
adopted by the County of Tork, on the 19th dy 
of ores 1282. 


PRESENT, 


Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairman. 
Ihe Dean of York Rev. John 2 


Reſolved, That a Circular Letter of thanks be 
ſent by the Chairman to the ſeveral Gentlemen 
who aſſiſted in the circulation of the Duplicate 
of the Petition. 

W. MASON, Chairman, 


ilam 


Generl R.D 


liam 
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Signatures annexed ta the Pe- 


eneral Account 
tition of the County 
Repreſentation of the Peo 


eople, which war 


29 by the County en ro 19th of December, 1782, 
br and preſented. lethal of Commanyjn he 
* Tear 1783. 
jon "I'S 3 
returned, \ _ Remarks. 
homas Place, Eſq; — x 1 ' - | 
James Norcliffe 2 1 a > | 4 an 
s Biere Ape Me. 
Sr” nn the names at 
Croft, jun. E K 8 a3 TE — in another 
Duncombe, EIB — 2 53 
K. an; + Aﬀiſted by the Rev. Mr. 
Mr. Cayley n—_ckk 4 rel. . 
ory Thompſon, Eſq; 181 41 =” 
8. Duacombe, Eſt . ih ro |, 
—— TM 1 0 
©: W1 — 
; out to Mr. Stovin 
1 1 — Sir Wm. Milner, who 
184 J transferred them to Mr. 
* e 
1 as 
men aſſiſtants. 
ates | * 
[Th pl Aſiſted. Mr. Warner 
I 93 in the North Diviſion 
* | of Holderneſs. 
S. Morritt Eſqz an 2 - Sn . 
liam Chaloner, EM — 2 | 291 
Iam Wilſon, Eſq; — 1 221 
ilch Jackſon, E; ——| r | 107 
1 3 1 — 1125 [Aſiſtedby Mr. Waines, Ke. 
n Mat , ts 
e 
RD. Hildyard. 1: 1 | 198 Amed by Mr. Cradock. 
nerd is * Ad by the Rev. Mr. 
liam Strickland, Eſq; | 2 229 j Comber and the Rev. 
Mr. Robinſon 


Carried forward 27 43123 


% 


York, for a more equat = 


— _ —- - —_ — 


St. A. Ward, Eſq; 
C. W. Childers, Eſq; 


1 


Barnard Foord, Eſq; 


Carried forward 


— — 


65 7697 


Aſſiſted at Sca or 
by Meſſ. Halley, Car 
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Aſſiſted by Mr. Oates ul 
Mr. Skelton 


ler, &c.— Had Sir A 
Strickland's Duplien 
and circulated 1 & 
Hunmanby, &e. 
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Pager Vi. 


Letter from Jonn BELL, Eg; Scl 1 
Mr. W. Gaay, Gerk of the Sub-Committs 
. of Aﬀſociation gf the County Vork 


— 


Dear Sir . 

THE Petition 8 here by 
the inhabitants was yeſterday ſent by the carrier 
from hence directed to * and I hope you vil 
receive it ſafe. _ 

As it is thought improper to ſend it to Lord 
Tyrconnel, by reaſoꝑ of ſeveral of the Common. 
Council of this Corporation not having ſigned it 
it is wiſhed that the Petition may be tranſmittel 
by the Sub-Committee to Mr. Dyneombe, fot 
him to preſent to the Houſe of Commons, and 
to. requeſt that he will move for its being read 
As it is Rated in the Petition, that the numbet 
of inhabitants (paying pariſh rates) amount t 
about 700, and it appears that 450 have onl 
ſigned it. It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 

out of the remaining 250, there are a great 
number of widows whoſe ſignatures have n 
been applied for, and ſeveral who are abſent 
from home; and that the real number of tho 
who have refuſed to ſign it does not exceed * 


\ 


> os 


33 1 
of which mymber there tre 30'or upwards of the | 
Common-Coundl, or capital Burgeſſes. The 
Corporation do not A 
any ra N 


9 The $cd-Comimlitie act © th 44 of March, 1583, when 
it was reſolved to ſend the Scarborough Petition to Mr. Duncombe, 
to be preſented jo 47 agreeably to the defire contained in 
the preceding letter from Mr. Bell. | 


bu vii 
Reſolutions which. were propoed. by the Right 


Honourable William PiTT | to the Houſe of 

Commons, onthe 7th of May, 1793 ; with a 
Liſt of Members annexed, W e 
2 | | 1 


4 * 


iſt, Reſalved, | 

r the moſt effeRtual and practicable mea - 

ſures ought to be taken for the better pre- 
venting both bribery and expence in the election 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 3 
2dly. 
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aꝛdly. Reſolved, That whenever. it ſhall, be 
proved before a Select Committee of the Houle 
of Commons, duly appointed to. try and deter. 
mine the merits of any election or return abi 
any place in the kingdom, that the majority c Ss 
the electors had been guilty of corrupt praftices WP" 
in ſuch election; ; it will be proper, in all ſuch 
ciſes, that fuch place ſhall from thenceforth be Will | 
diſabled from ſending Re epreſentatives to Parlia. le 
ment; and that ſuch of che Electors as ſhall not ol 
(by due: courſe of law) be convicted of any ſuch 
corrupt practices, ſhall be enabled to vote at the ft 
election af the Knights of the Shire in which 
ſuch place ſhall be ſituated. 

1 Reſolved, That in order to give further 
ſecurity to the independence of Parliament, and 73. 
to ſtrengthen the community of intereſts between 
the People and their Repreſentatives, which is 
eſſential to the preſervation of our excellent 
Conſtitution on its true principles, it is proper 
that an addition ſhould be made to that part of 
the Repreſentation which conſiſts of Members 
choſen by Counties and the Metropolis. 

Mr. Prrr gave notice to the Houſe, that i 
the above Reſolutions were carried, he ſhould 
then move, That leave be given to bring in 2 
bill to provide for the difabling ſuch places from 
ſending Members to Parliament; in which the 
majority of the Electors ſhall have been proved 
guilty of corrupt practices; and alſo, That * 
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to b in a bill for the better focuring 
—— ng of Parliament. be. 
ll. Fer he Bred che Riker the think 
bore · mentioned Refolutions, a motion was made 
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ended for the . Order of the Day, 
es rr to ge rid of Me, Pet's nom KY 
» For the motion far. the ales of the iy; hy. 
's ſembers (including the two Tellers)—And-the 
+ losing 151 Members (including the twa 
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<4) 19 1 4 ee 2 Augut 16, 1784. 
0 Wo Rev. cnnaisrornzn Were Chairman 
een ofthe County 


of York. © t. 


THE late Petition of the Frecholders of the 
ounty of York to the Houſe of Commons, 
ra remedy of the national grievance in the 
nequal rep tion of the People in Par- 
nent, having of the defired ſucceſs, 
ſe whoſe names are ſubſcribed, being Members 
the ſaid Committee of Aſſociation, requeſt | 


R 2 you 


— — — —— —— — — — — — —— — 


 — — 


| E 488 ] 
you, in conformity to the Reſolution of the ky 
Meeting of the Committee holden on the a iſt «if 
December- laſt, to call a Meeting of the Cow 
mittee to be holden at York che latter end d 
September or beginning of October, in order u 
conſider of the moſt proper meaſures to he 
taken for promoting the attainment of the gry 


object of that Petition. . 


F. F. Fol == 8 Geo. W 
Samuel Mints. 
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IN cheese to hls requilltoay 1 Fs 
notice, that a Meeting of the Committee of A 
ſociation for the County of York, will be bel 
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„ ee nw, 
Rev. C. WYVILL, . f % ' 

Rev. William Maſon - Mr. 

Sir Charles Turner 


- Courtney 
Mr. Legard 
Mr. Micklethwaite 
. Bir: Dring hw ' 18 
Nr. Croft, 5 
/ Mr. John ' 
Mr. Edmunds _ © 
Rey — Harriſon - 
Mr. Lloyd r 
. 
, y P 
Mr, R. 8. Milnes * . . ttle 
2 — — 1 
Mr. Sayle a Mr. Dixon © © 
Mr. Bell Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne 
Mr. Marritt. 1 * Mr. 8 , 
Dr. Swainſton The e of Rutland, elected 
Rev. William Co1 this day. 
Mr. Dalton 1 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That his Grace the 
Duke of Rutland, John Seavers Richardſon, Eſq; 
Jeremiah Dixon, Eſq; Sam. Hamer Oates, Eſq; 

ans Buſk, Eſq; and Lieutenant-Colonel O Car- 
rall, be added to this Committes. | 
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The ſeveral following Reſolves were alſo una, 
mouſly agreed to, via. 


v3 = © R9Þﬀae4 


— 


IHA the thanks of this Committee be gu 
to the Right Hon. William Pitt for his excellex 
propoſitions ſubmitted to Parliament on the» 
of May laſt, towards accompliſhing a ſubſtantia 
redreſs of Parliamentary Abuſes, complained 5 
by the Petitions of the People. 

That notwithſtanding our wiſhes did not met 
with ſucceſs' on that day, we till retain hops 
that his virtuous perſeverance, aided by the u. 
corrupt part of the Senate, and ſtrenuouſſy fu. 
ported by the People, will in time effect fd it 
Reformation of Parliament as may form a m 
barrier againſt the inroads of corruption. n: 

That the Chairman be directed to take h 2 
earlieſt opportunity of communicating the p 

m 
m 
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ceding Reſolutions to the Right Hon. Willa 
Pitt. 

That the thanks of this Committee be gi © 
to thoſe Honourable Members of the Houſe d 
Commons by whom Mr. Pitt's Propoſitions of 
the 7th of May were ſupported, - tl 

That it appears to this Committee that d th 
rejection of thoſe Propoſitions on the 7th d hc 
May may chiefly be imputed to the operation 
of that ruinous political ſyſtem by which th 
civil war with America was lighted up, tie 
Britiſh Empire diſmembered, and the plan d 

| Parliamentar) 


L a6: } 
Parliamentary Seduction carried to its laſt fatal 
e. And it is alſo conſidered by this Com- 
mittee, that there-admiſſion of the abettors of ſuch 
a ſyſtem into Power, is a moſt formidable obſtacle 
to the neceſſary Renovation of the Conſtitution, 

That it behoves the People of Britain; as they 
tender their own perſonal freedom and honour, 
the ſafety of the community, or the welfare of 
generations yet unborn, not to deſpair of the 
public Weal; nor from an indiſcriminate diſ- 
truſt of Public Men, to ſink into a ſtate of abject 
ſupineneſs and inactivity, and a neglect of thoſe 
legal means of defence, by which the Conſtitu- 
tion may yet be preſerved. On the contrary, 
it is the earneſt exhortation of this Committee 
to every friend to the peace and freedom of the 
nation, to ſtand forth in this hour of diſtreſs, 
and with unſhaken courage, and by every vi- 
gorous and lawful effort, to ſupport the Refor- 
mation of Parliament—without which, Britain 
muſt be overwhelmed by the- accumulated mi- 
ſeries of a corrupt ſyſtem of government, 

That this Committee, aſſured that the boſoms 
of their Conſtituents are till animated with ſen- 
timents of public ſpirit and unabated zeal for 
the Conſtitution, doth again call upon the Free- 
holders of 'this great County to meet and deli- 
berate on the propriety of renewing their appli- 
cation to Parliament for a more fair and equi- 
table repreſentation of the People ; and if that 
ſhall be thought expedient, to repreſent to Par- 

R 4 liament 
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kament in decent but firm and manly terms d 
expoſtulation, the neceſſity for an effectual reſt, 
ration of the Conſtitution, and that ſuch Meet. 


* 


1784. | | 222 
That the Chairman be deſired to write to the 
two worthy Members for this County, expreſſig 
in ſtrong terms of approbation, the thanks d 
this Committee for their attendance and fuppat 
given in the Houſe of Commons to Mr. Pitt\ 


ing be held on Thurſday the 8th day of Jann, 


motion for a Parliamentary Reform on the th 


of May laſt. A i 
- That the thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, for his inde. 
fatigable zeal and patriotic conduct during the 
whole Proceedings of this Committe. 
That this Meeting be adjourned till to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock. An 

ä C. WYVILL, Chai 
Your-Tavean, ORober a, 1753. 


4t the Adjourned Meeting of the Committe 
| of Aſſociation, 
' Reſolved, 
THAT this Meeting be adjourned, ſubje to 
a. Call by the Chairman on the requiſition of 


any five Members. 
| Paper IL 
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o 
. Paper X. 
1 Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of 
Aſſociation of the County of N to the Rigbt 
te Hon. WILLIAM PITT. | 
ny 
on My | 
tth Von x, October 3, 1783. 
"th ; ; . 
Sir, - | | 
IN obedience to the direction of 


che Committee of Aſſociation for the County of 
the WY York, I have the honour to tranſmit to you the 
iadloſed account of their Proceedings at their 
late Meeting; and I am happy to aſſure you that 
their reſolution of thanks to you for your con- 
duct in Parliament on the 7th of May, and their 
reſolution» expreſſing their hope of ſucceſs by 
your virtuous perſeverance, properly ſupported 
by the incorrupt part of Parliament, and of the 


* People, were paſſed with perfect unanimity. 
utter I am, Sir, with high reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


Paper XI. 
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liament in the laſt Seſſion are conſidered by 
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Paper XI. 


Letter hon the Right Hon. WILLIAM Pirr 5 * 
Chairman of the Committee f Aſſociation 
the County of York. | 


7 
BERKELEY-SQUARE, No? 8, 1713 


ON my return to Town, I received 
the honour of your Letter, accompanied by the 
Reſolution, of the Committee on the iſt of Odo 
ber. I have the greateſt ſatisfaction in finding 
that the Propoſitions which I ſubmitted to Pur 


Sir, 


them as tending to accompliſh a Reform of the 
Parliamentary Abuſes, complained of by the e 
titions of the People. I truſt I need not aſſuꝶ 
you, that no exertion or perſeverance on my 
part ſhall be wanting in ſupport of the prind- 
ples on which thoſe Propoſitions were founded; 
unſucceſsful as my attempts have hitherto proved, 
I ſhall anxiouſly wait for a ſeaſonable moment 


of renewing them, and eagerly embrace it whe that 
ever there is a juſt proſpect of doing it with effect 
I am truly ſenſible of the obliging manner i the 
which you have had the goodneſs to convey rc 
me the ſenſe of the Committee; and am, 8 eli. 
with great reſpect, that 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, due 


W. PIT. 
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Paper XII. 


Letter from the Rev. c. WxVIII to Sir Grog 
| SaviL. | 
— W — 
ir Bua rox HALL, Oober 8, 1783. 
Dear Sir, 


I AM directed by the Committee 
of Aſſociation for the County of York, to expreſs 
to you, in ſtrong terms of approbation, their 
thanks for your attendance,and ſupport given 
| by WY in the Houſe of Commons to Mr. Pitt's motion 
the WY for a Parliamentary Reform on the 7th of May. 
el vas a witneſs on that occaſion of your zeal 
gun for the public cauſe, which prompted you, yet 
my i feeble from the effects of a recent ſickneſs, to en- 
ina gage in the debate; and alſo of your utter in- 
ability to bear the fatigue of that exertion which 
ſoon obliged you to deſiſt. 4 
Since that time you have intimated to we, - 
that your effort to ſupport that motion for the®. 
Reformation of Parliament would probably be 
the laſt action of your political life. Theſe are 
circumſtances which I cannot recollect without 
feeling a ſincere concern and regret, mixed with © 
that high reſpe& and eſteem which are ſo juſtly 
due to the puxity of your character. Accounts 
which 


. 
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which have been juſt received of your relapſ 
and dangerous ſtate of health, muſt give ever 
private friend, every friend to the welfare d 
the public, the utmoſt anxiety, wy 
I ſhall only ſay, therefore, if your appearance 
in Parliament on the 7th of May ſhould unfor. 
tunately be your laſt ſervice to your Conſtity, 
ents, a life of ſuch unſullied public virtue coul 
not be more conſiſtently cloſed than by that at. 
tempt, effectually to correct the Corruption o 
Parliament. | at. 24 
| I am, Dear Sir, | * 
With moſt ſincere regard, 
- Your very faithful 
And obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVLL 
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Paper XIII. 


Later from the Rev. C. — 2 Hexar 
9 N 


Dua ron Haut, Odober * 1983, 
Dear Sir, 


I am directed 1 Fa Committee 
of Aſſociation for the County of York, to expreſs 
to you, in ſtrong terms of approbation, their 
thanks for your attendance and fupport given 
Lin the Houſe of Commons to Mr. Pitt's motion 
| for a Parliamentary Reform, on the 7th of May. 

I execute the command of the Committee on 
this occaſion with the greateſt ſatisfaction, be- 
cauſe I am perfectly acquainted with what firm- 
neſs, integrity, and anxious aſſiduity you have 
laboured to promote that Renovation of the Con- 
flitution which your Conſtituents have ſo much at 
heart, For this they have ASSOCIATED; they 


XI BY have deputed a Committee; they have petiti- 


oned Parhament; and they will ſtill petition and 
expoſtulate till the juſtice of their complaint be 
acknowledged, and ſome ſubſtantial redreſs be 
granted by Parliament,—For this you have con- 
curred in all thoſe legal meaſures of the County 


of 
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of York; for this you have entered into their 
Aſſociation ; you have co-operated with their 
Committee; you have ſigned their Petitions, 
and in Parliament you have given the moſt im I. 


_ ſupport to every meaſure tending in any degree 


to Reſtore the Conſtitution, . 
When you was the dbject of their choice, the 
Freeholders of Yorkſhire truſted that they had 
found a worthy colleague of Sir George Savile, 
and gained another faithful friend to the Re. 
formation of Parliament. This was their utmoſt 
hope and wiſh; in which I am bold to affirm, 
they have not been diſappointed. For the truth 
of this aſſertion, I appeal to their feelings, or to 
your uniform conduct in Parliament, without 
fearing .the ſuſpicion of partiality from that 
friendflup, with which [ am, 2 
5 Moſt 1 yours, 
C. WYVILL ne 


8 F Xx 
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Paper XIV. 


Letter from HENRY Doxcouns, Bi to the Rev. 
C. WrviLL, | 


* x 50 
Nawron Loben, Oct. 20, 1783. 


Dear Sir, = f 
I Received the honour of your 
letter, conveying to me the approbation the 
Committee of Aﬀociation of the County of York 
has thought fit to expreſs of my attendance and 
ſupport given to Mr. Pitt's motion for a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, on the 7th of May. 

lam much flattered in your aflurance that 
my Parliamentary Conduct on this occaſion has 
met the approbation of ſo reſpectable a part of 
my Conſtituents ; and confeſs, I ſec in the ſame 
light with them the neceſſity of that Reform 
which you obſerve they have ſo much at heart., 
It was a ſingular ſatisfaction to me to remark. 
the firſt men in office, and in character, giving 
their concurrence to the Propoſition of Mr. Pitt. 
\mong theſe you will read, with pleaſure, the 
names of the firſt Secretary of State, and of the 
noble Lord, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
men, who, on that day, gave teſtimony to their 
diſiſtereſted 


— 7 ] 


diſintereſted wiſh for a better Repreſentation q 
the People: looking, doubtleſs, for ſupport in 
their miniſterial capacity, rather to the juſtng 
of their views and the rectitude of their me, 
ſures, than to the uſual arts of influente a 
corruption. Indeed, Sir, the nation is ſick d 
thoſe arts, the effects of which ſo lately and i 
fatally experienced, ave turned its attention i 
the true ſource, whence our calamities are de 
rived, namely, the very inadequate ſtate of the 
Repreſentation of the People; by which the f. 
lutary reſtraints originally interpoſed againſt the 
errors, the weakneſs and the wickedneſs of M 
niſters, have been baffled and defeated. Ith 
impoſſible not to lament the failure of thoſe ry 
ſtraining powers in the laſt Parliament with re 
ſpect to the meaſures of the then exiſting Admi 
nitration, of which it is difficult to ſpeak wit 
much temper, when we conſider the ftate in 
which they found this Country at their entrand 
into power, contraſted with the fituation it 
which they left it. But is it probable that in 
ſimilar cafes, Parliament will ever hold a differ 
ent conduct? It cannot be. While a large bod 
of the People ſo deeply intereſted in the ints 
grity, have ſo little ſhare in the election of the 
Repreſentatives ; while the Miniſter {till retan 
ſuch influence, while he has (as it is called) the 
management of the Houſe of Commons; 
while Members, as in the well known inftand 
of the Government Boroughs, are fuffered i 


* 
e 


Tab 
he mol. rep us rern te ſet 16 Put 


ye and. th goveriied, a, th athas been en rare- 
y found to exiſt, even in the putſt periods of 
e Conſtitution: The common objects of tax- 
tion begin t& fail; the cuſtoms, the exciſe, the 
ides of luxury cannot afford much additional 
evenue; and while the experience of this year 
ov well proves, that taxes which operate uni- 
ecfally will create univerſal diſſatisfaction; ſe. 
jous and thinking men will refle& how much 
id how naturally an acquieſcence, under un- 
"mmon burdens, is connected with the degree 
f reſpe&t we pay to thoſe who impoſe them, I 
iſh not 8 the minds of my country» 
en; ſuch a wiſh would ill ſuit my ſituation, 
da diſpoſition, thought, I truſt, not unfriendly 
public order and tranquillity, But I believe 
will not be called a departure from that cha- 
ter, when I declare freely my hopes and ex- 
toons, that the Legiſlature will not delay to 
WL. u. 8 - ter 
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n the conſideration of the Reform 
Parliament—a, Reform, in my opinion, ind 


penſihle with a regard to übe national fed 


and ſecurity..,.... . 
J fear, Sir, I have detained You, too long; bu 
the ſubject is of uncommon importance. It x. 
mains only for me to beg you to preſent m 
beſt. acknowledgments to the Gentlemen of th 
Committee for the favourable light in vid 
they have choſen; to regard my poor ſerwica 
and tp accept yourſelf thoſe; thanks from m 
Which a are ſo juſtly due to you for the obligig 
kind manner in which 799 have 6A: 


_— their orders. oy ts 
Tn, Den eee 
| 58 moſt obedient; humble ſervaut, 
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. on the 2655 of November, - 1782, 
10 the Sub-Committee gf, Aſſociation of the 
County of Vork, of meaſures taken in conſequence 
of the enpected Reſignation, (by. Sir. Gon 
2 bis Seat in Parliament; with * 


EEA . . 


ut, | $i tn 1 
BE, FEI. ; 
4 Ver n Chairman. 
a 2 eons ins, Dr. Swalnſten 
_ Mr. Croft Rev. John Bourne _ 
Rev, William Maſon © r 
Mr. Drigagngg Dr. Spencer 


Ret, Robert o Fe Mr. Withers Ay | 


* 


Mr. Wvvill. laid before the gab Tunis 
a Requiſition from himſelf and other Gentlemen 
to the Sheriff of this County, to call a General 
Meeting of the Freeholders, for the nomination 
of a Candidate in the room of Sir George Savile, 
ho has declared his intention to reſign; and 
The Sheriff's Anſwer, ſignifying his intention 
to call ſuch Meeting, ſo ſoon as ſuch reſignation 
Wall be authenticated. | 


C. WYVILL, Chania, 
2 


worthy Colleague, on whom all the laboriow 


| for the wiul mane of vacating s Beat in Fu 
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To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of t 
County Ararat | 
— | 
IT is not without a ſenſible 
concern that I find myſelf obliged to decline 
continuing in the exerciſe of the important uni 
honoyrable office you have ſo long intruſted me 
with. Impreſſed as I am with à juſt feeling at 
the indulgence I have ſtood in need of, even 
when I was beſt able to fulfil the duty of my 
ſation, and (let me not forget to add) dem 
amply received that indulgence, it would il 
become me now to obtrude myſeif upon you to 
the end of a term, the probable remainder of 
which is far too long for you to loſe, 3 
continuance of it, any part of the ſmall 
tion of voices you have in the Houſe of Com 
mons. It is true, and you have not to learn 
from me, how well anſwered your expectations 
have been in your laſt choice-; but this, in one 
light, adds to the reaſons which have weighed 
with me on the preſent occaſion. Juſtice to my 


part of provincial buſineſs muſt fall, as indeed 
it has hitherto done, is a ſecond reafon for my 
place being ſupplied by » active and efficient 
Repreſentative. The er of executing m 
intended purpoſe, and the time of my applying 


ment, 


E Sect AAT TTF 


1 
ment, have, however, cauſed me ſome anxious 
thoughts, and it has been my earneſt wiſh to 
occaſion my Electors as little inconvenience as 
poflible ; but my late illneſs, and the preſent 
bong agus ade 55 wd public get in 

to att blic in 
aryl — as I ought ; * thought it, 
therefore, moſt for your ſervice, to reſig 
without further delay, m9 Xo | 
no longer be of uſe. | 


Your moſt gs and moſt obedient - 
Humble ſervant, 
* SAVILE. 
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Paper u. 
| | 
Reſolution at a Meeting of the Sub- Commis 
of Aﬀociation' of the County of York, on the 
10th of December, 1783; with a Letter frm 
Earl Fav CONBERG, and their Anſwer, annexed, 


PRESENT,- 
+ Rev. W. MASON, Chairman 
The Dean of York Mr. Dring 
Mr. Croft Dr. Swainſton. 


Read a Letter from Earl Fauconberg, ad. 
dreſſed to Stephen Croft, Eſq; and reſolved 
on an anſwer thereto,” to be ſent in the names 
of ſuch Gentlemen of the Sub-Committee, now 
in York, as ſigned the Requiſition to the Chair. 
man of the Committee for the Meeting, now 
advertiſed in the York Papers to be held on the 
16th inſtant. 


Reſolved, That copies of the letter and anſwer. 


be entered im this book, and alſo ſent by expres 
to Mr. Wyvill and Sir Robert Hildyard ; alſo 
that the anſwer be ſent by expreſs to Earl Fau- 
conberg. 
x W. MASON, Chairman. 


* _ NewWBURGH, 
I 
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THE idea one 10 che 


county of York, by the application of thirteen: 
Gentlemen to Mr. Wyvill, to call a Meeting of 
the Aſſociation the day previous to that ap- 
pointed for the nomination. of a Member to 
ſucceed, Sir George Savile, which muſt be in- 
tended to controul the free voice of the Free- 
holders, is ſo apparent, that it animates me to 
determine 2 reſolution, which, that day, as a 
Freeholder and Gentleman of Fortune, I am 
determined to ſuggeſt at the Meeting. 

d- The peace of the County is my moſt earneſt 
ed wiſh ; but it is high time the deception that has 
15 been circulated ſhould be fairly, honeſtly, and 
* aſiduouſly pointed out. 
E- 

* 

he 


=. <5 8 


If, Sir, your name amongſt theſe Gentlemen 
can influence you to prevent ſo unhandſome an | 
attack on the free voice of the Freeholders of | 
the County, I ſhall be happy ; otherwiſe I ſhall 

er Wi clicem it my duty to call the attention of the | 
el County, in which the Conſtitution, and the juſt h 
10 rights of the Freeholders, will protect me. 
W- No perſonal motives influence me.—I highly 1 
reſpect the characters who have aſſociated; and | 
an. though I differ, I have never interfered. | 

The honour, dignity, and intereſt of this great, | 

commercial, and extenſive county, calls for an 1 
GH, 84 able | 
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able and judicious Repreſentatĩve.— Leave it u 
the zeal and unhiafled choice of the landed in, 
tereſt of the county. 
My ſituation in the county renders me ani 
for its credit. It is not more my duty than ny 
[118 inclination to ſerve its true intereſts ; which w 
14 no man, or defeription of men, will 1 ever fi 


Though I have been ſo unfortunate as to hum 
1 loſt in you a friend, I ſtill retain a very pret 
1 perſonal reſpect. My ſentiments I have honeſth 
declared; and fhall, if my health permits, upon 
my legs call for the attention of the Meeting, if 
Wanne 


r r 


I am, Sir; | ; . 

1 . is Tour bumble ſervant, a 

| | und  FAUCONBERG, 5 

| STzeHEn Corr, Eſq. 5 1 

| ene | 

| | 
| My 

; Yo 
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My Lord, | TR 
Mr. Stephen Croft having 
very properly conſidered your Lordhip's letter 


Aſſociation of Yorkſhire as ſigned the Requiſi- 
tion of the 24th of November to their Chairman, 
for calling a General Meeting of their Committee 
on ſome day previous to the 2oth inſtant, has 
conſulted as many Gentlemen of the Sub-Com- 
mittee as could be found in York who ſigned 
that Requiſition. 

They whoſe names are hereunto written are 
unanimouſly of opinion, that notwithſtanding 


H Cas 


_- 
r. 


your Lordſhip's diſapprobation of the meaſure, 


they are ſufficiently authoriſed by the County 

to meet whenever they judge proper ; and it is 

their decided reſolution to meet on the day 

which their Chairman has appointed in the 
public papers. | ) 

They are, with all due reſpect, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's obedient ſervants, 
J. FOUNTAYNE, 


W. MASON, 
JEROM DRING, 
A. SWAINSTON, 


Wm, WITHERS, 
Your, Dec. $, 1783. 


Earl FauconBERG. | 
P aper III. 


1s 2 public one to fuch of the Members of the 


STEPHEN CROFT, 
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SAMS: Paper III. 

Reſolution at: a | Meeting of the a Gr o 
Aſſociation of the County of York, en the 12th 
of December, AN 3; with Earl FAUCONBERGk 
"ey annexed. | 1 


+ PRESENT, | 
. _ . | Rev. WILLIAM Maso, chairman. 
Mr. Dring : Mr, Croft 
Dr. Swainſton Mr. Withers 
Rev. Luke Yarker + 


Read, a letter from Earl Fauconberg in reply ſh. 
to the letter to his Lordſhip, dated yeſterday, 
Reſolved, That his Lordſhip's letter be en. Wer 


tered in the Committee- book, but not anſwered. Nou 
W. MASON, Chairman. 


NEWIvzes, 
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 NewBURGH, December 117, 1783. 


Gentlemen, 


— 


THE ſubject of my Letter to 
Mr. Croft, I acknowledge to be a public one. 
It is my honeſt opinion; and in which I' "feel 


oy 


\ffociation | have greatly exceeded the power 
hat they can arrogate to themſelves legally, or 
that the Conſtitution authorizes. | 

The Sheriff of the County of York has called 


General Meeting of the. County, that is to ſay 
of the Freeholders, to nominate a proper perſon 


hall take place. 
I apprehend any Meeting previous thereto, to 
ontroul the free voice of the Electors, is a high 


ball, as a Freekqlder, make my ſand the 1 
iſtant. 
Great deference am 1 ready to pay to the = 
eral ſenſe of the Gentlemen Freeholders-of the 
ounty, but as I from my heart feel this a& of 
e Aſſociation (if it ſhould take place) one of 
e higheſt infringements of the liberties bf the 
bject, and derogatory of the eſſential privileges 
tf the People at large, I * it * _— to 
e 
I am, with all due eppes 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Pa os, | 
FAUCONBERG. 


Re, 


myſelf well ſupported, that the Members of the 


o ſucceed Sir George Savile, W his vacancy 


dignity; on this ground, if I ſee, e jy * 
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Paper IV. 
Reſolutions u. # Meeting of the Comming| 
Aſſociation of the County of York, on the 100 
" of December, 1783; with the Requiſition n 
fixed in compliance with which that Meeting us 
ealled. | 


; To the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Chairman & 
the Committee of Aſſociation for the ny 
of York. 


, the under-written Members of the la 
Committee, do requeſt you to all; 
Meeting of the Committee on ſome conveniat 
day before the 2oth of December next. 


NovEMNBER 24, 1783. 
John Yorke, Will. Danby, 
John Dalton, J. Fountayne, 
A. Swainſton, W. Maſon, 
J. Bourne, Jerom Dring, 
W. Spencer, Stephen Croft, 
Robert Croft, W. Withers. 


Thomas Hayes, 
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IN obedience to the above I do 
ive notice, that a Meeting of — of 
(ffociation of the County of York will be held 


— on Tueſday n 16th of December, 


EY." 11) Sho c. WYVILL, 
BuzxTon-HALL, 10 6, 1783. 


166 


D wa) 


 PARSENT, 


— — " 8 
— — — —— — — — 
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{. Reſolved, That ——— Ne hy 
added to this Committee. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Commits 
do approve of, the Requiſition of the Sub- Con 
mittee to the Chairman, to call a Meeting of th 
Committee of Aſſociation; and of the condu} 
of the Chairman in appolnting it on this day 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman d 
this Committee be requeſted to ſubmit to the 
Freeholders of Yorkſhire, at the General County 

Meeting to be holden on the 17th of December 
inſtant, the propriety -of renewing their applic 

tion to Parliament, for a-more fair and equitable 
Repreſentation of the People, and of inftrufin 
their Committee to prepare a Petition for tha 
purpoſe, to be laid before the Frecholders at th 
then next enſuing County Meeting, inſtead o BY ' 
that Meeting propoſed to be holden on the 80 þ 
day of January next.' 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjournd 
till Thurſday W e next, at ten o clock. 


; * WYVILL, Chairma, 


Paper V. ane 


t 5 3 


, 43 by ”- , 

CY 5 6 8 < * * 

uid © G3 343253 422 4 A ws iy . 
"Paper 7 15 


4 


priczeiigs at the General Meeting which nami⸗ 
nated F. F. For Janz, Eli: to repreſent the 
Oy f Cork i in Parliament. 


* - 


, * 2 — % : 
Thos 1 , 17 4 * *& = 


$ 
Pt” F 


AT a PIE Mes 0 b e Frechpldce of 


the County of York, (who have a right 


8 Vote at the Election of a Knight to 


erve in Parliament for the ſaid County) 
held at the Caſtle of York, in the faid 
County, on Wedneſday the 17th day of 
December, 1783, purſuant to public no- 


1 


ak ice given by the High-Sh „for * 


| ferye in Parliament. for the faid > 
in the place of Sir, GrongE SaviLe, Bart. 


; 4 


Reſolved unanimouſly, ou 
HAT the warmeſt acknowledgments of this 


Meeting be offered to Sir George Savile, 


Bart, for the aſſiduity, integrity, and independ- 
ence of his Parliamentary conduct, ſignally ma- 
nifeſted in his Repreſentation of the County of 
Yark during the ſpace of twenty- ive years; 
and that the deepeſt regret be expreſſed for that 
inirm ſtate of his health which has obliged him 


* 
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to reſign the important truſt he, executed wit 
ſo much credit to himſelf and advantage to th 
Public. 

Reſolved, That the High-Sheriff be requeſty 
to tranſmit 'the above Reſolution to Sir 
S8avile, Bart. as the” unaninibus ſetiſe of th 
Meeting. 

Reſolved, That Francis Ferrand Foljambe, of 
Aldwarke, in this County, Eſq; be put in no- 
mination as a perſon to repreſent this 
County in P Panlimelt, in in the place of Str Geo, 
Savile, Bart. 

Reſolved, (two only diſſentſent) That an appli 
ation to Parliament be renewed by this County 
for a more fair and equitable Reprefentation y 
the People. 

© Refolved unanimouſly, That Lord Surrey, 
Lord Fauconberg, Mr. Stricklatid, Mr. Maſon, 
Mr. Tooker, Mr. Stanhope, and Mr. Wyrvil, | 
ſhalt be inſtructed to prepare a Petition, for the ! 

purpoſe named in the preceding Reſotation, to 
be laid before the Freeholders of this County, 
for their conſideration at the enſuing Meeting 
of the County. 

| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Sheriff be 
| to call a Meeting of the Freeholders 

of this County, to be held on the day of eleftion; 
(immediately after the choice of a Member) to 
conſider of a Petition to Parliament for 4 mote 
fair and equitable Repreſentation of the People. 


Je 


RT. © T. A ic to 
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Reſolved uhahimouſly, That the thanks of 
is Meeting be given to the High-Sheriff for 
REY in conduRing the buſineſs of 


ROBERT Daker —— Sheriff, 


& = 


F 


— — — — —— — — — — —— — — — 


50 4 
n coate. at # General Meeting of the County of 
York, on the 17th of December, 19783, called for 
pl. the purpoſe of putting in nomination a proper Per- 
oty ſon for repreſenting the County of York. in 
14 Parliament, in the room of Sir GRO RO SAVILE, 
Bart. — — 
rey, bis il flats AYES of or 2 | 
will — — * 
the WI THE General Meeting of the Frecholders of 
to this County, held at the Caftle on the 15th 
at), of December, 1783, to nominate a proper 
ting perſon to repreſent this County, in the 


room of Sir George Savile, Bart, was nu- 
merous and reſpectable. 58. 


H High- Sberiff, having taken the Chair, 
addreſſed the Meeting, and called their 
tention to the buſineſa for which they were 
onvened, the nomination of a proper perſon to 

reſent the County in Parliament, in the room 
H Sir George Savile, whoſe virtues, abilities, 
l ſervices, he made the ſubje& of a juſt and 
ol. IL T elegant 


4 


LAS 
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e and concludeduby: moritz 
That the warmeſt acknowiedgmenti , thi 
Meeting be offered to Sir George bande, l 
for the aſſiduity, integrity, and independencei 
his Parliamentary ended ſigually niaviſety 
in his — of the County of Yar 
during the ſpace of 
the deepeſt regret be expreſſed for that inim 
ſtate of his health which has obliged him tow 
i ee importagt valll he executed: wn 
much eredit to —— CEEIIEIEY 
Publie. N nn en TE N Boe: * & 
11 Lord Sun are nest wels und pad 
His tribute to the 'emigent worthi of Si Go 
and expreſſed what all men felt,” the deepeſin 
gret for the ill ſtate of health-which obligedlin 
to withdraw his Parliamentary ſervices from tit 
County, proceeded to enum̃erate the qualiſo 
tions which ſhould be looked for in, the un 
that ſhould be put in nominstion to {uccen 
him; an unexcegtionable private and * li 
charafter, and where, no 5 La 
Razors 28 > Gogld demon: . ind 
ples. In the firſt of OW no man was: m0 
Happy than Mr. Foljambe; and of the 
he had given ſuch affurances as: 
him ſafely to be relied on, for he — t 
his name — — t 
Perſons: affociated: for the paurpole't 
reforming the: defective State — 
| . which and 3 


4 
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2s the great ſourc of Corruption and all, its 
conſequences3: he: therefore That F. Ea 
lohambe, of Aldwarke, Eſuʒ be put in tomy 
tion 1 9223 07 bovicer ene 
Mr. Sr aun ſecondad this: mation a8 
gave, as 4 fantlier reaſon, that Mr. Rolambe 
being nephew to Bir George Bavidey would have 
de advantage f his {age dounſel: and experts 
ence; and baſiden this, his being nom nated 
kere would ptur halm into the hruined frama 
of that invaluable ma „ to in I 
Mr. Cuot1a.uy: (expreſſed. great xeſpect. for 
Mr. Foljambe, but declared, that as he Was 3 
Member of an Aſſociation, ſelf · created who 
cared an in tai iom tol make great alterations ig 
n, or greatly inpair it, he would vote again 
Wm bot ul rengo ads mums ee odw 
Mr. Dummen declared alſo his diſapproha : 
ion of Mr. Fohambe, and for much che ſamę 
aſons. He ſpbke of the Aſſociation with great 
ſentment, ani dbclared (them! a party which 
ad preſumod tb tahe upon themſel ves to dictat 
> this County und to trample on the Nights 
b the moſt ref Men in it. Lie diſtin- 
wied the Parliamentary conduct of 8ir Geo. 
vile wick reſpoct to tha buſineis of the 
nd that of che Public at large; the former he 
pplauded but diſapproved of the latter. 
Mr. Forj Au hom came forward, and haw- 

hs lathented-the occaſion! of that Meeting, do- 

0 | T2 clared 


= +5 = «5 &- 
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clared himſelf aware of the arduous taſk; to which 
he was now called, and of the neceſlity;there 
was in theſe times for activity; that he wy 
therefore reſolved to exert himſelf in their fer 
vice, if ſent to Parliament; and that 
he could by no means pretend to the abilitis 
or experience of Sir Geo. Savile, he yet hoped 
to improve under his friendſhip and aſſiſtanct 
With reſpect to the objections brought again 
him by the two laſt Gentlemen, chat he vun 
Member of Aſſociation, he was ſo far from d 
nying the fact, that he gloried in having fiol 
foremoſt in ſtemming that Torrent oi Cote 
tion which had overwhelmed us at home, and 
had diſmembered the Empire by the entire lui 
of America; he declared that the Gentlemea 
with whom he. had aſſociated, were as reſped 
able and independent a Body of Men W- 


— — — im — 


who ſhould accuſe them; congratulated hu. 
ſelf and them that they had already done amn 
good, and expreſſed a 0 
might yet do more; they ad {qt ſome bout 
already to Corruption, and their farther eſſe 
he affirmed; were not intended to alter, but n 


revive the Conſtitution: A. fact, Which, | wu . 
regard to the duration of Parliament, vas d 
to every man, for it was not ſo long ſince 
were, by their own authority, extended fic 
three to ſeven years. He then: declared that ¶ Nou 
was not his intention to oſſer himſelf to al 
Party of Men, but, on the broad baſis of ü 

Conſtitution, which he revered—to the Fre 
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holders of the County at large. He repeated 
his reſolution to ſet the example of Sir George 
gꝛvile before him; to imitate it as far as he was 
able; and hoped, by diligence and attention, to 
the truſt he then ä . bo- 
—— N 
Mr. Dun coMBE — — 
and abilities of his late whoſe loſs he 
deplored, and whoſe laſt political act he declared 
to have been his ſupport given to Mr. Pitt's mo- 
ion for the Reform of Parliament; a motion 
— — of the Petitions of many 
s beſides this, which, though reſpectable 
— of its. ſize, was yet far more ſo on 
count of the conduct of its Inhabitants, who 
r| called the attention of the Public to the cor- 
wt miſmanagement of their Affairs. He then 
ad a Letter from Sir George Savile, in which 
that excellent man declared an intention, as an 
individual Conſtituent, to ſupport, at the elec- 
jon, the — RO, 
ion at this Meeting. 
General HALx, conſidering the vaſt. power 
and confidence repoſed in Members of Parlia- 
ment, expreſſed his wiſh that an oath of office 
ould be required of them faithfully to dif 
urge their truſt, and attend to the Inſtruc- 
ions of their Conſtituents; that they ſhould be 
bound to the Repeal of all oppreſſive Laws, of 
rhich he enumerated but too many; and to 
Reform the Corruptions of the Conſtitution, 
13 and, 


4 


7 8 


- 
- 
— 


— 


* 


: l 8 


L 292 J 

— 5 of the — 8 
ment. He approved of Mr. Foh 

Colonei Toa rom could ticitsyetidatly ba 
the Aſſociatĩon, of which he was a Member; 1 
cuſed without proof; he declared that be h 
never heard any thing drop from the Gel 
men of that Body which was not perfectly Gay 
ſtitutional, and defied” any man, Who afleined 
the contrary, to prove his aſſertion. If th 
Aſſoeiation had deen illegal or unconſti tuiiom 
we have lately had à Miniſtry that woulil han 
left no ſtone — — an 
proof ſufficient of its legality... 
Mr. STANHOPE again roſe, e at 
ſuch - objections as were made againſt the. A 
Clation, declared, that they were ſo far; fron 
being a ſelt· created Body, that they were an 
pointed Body, and appointed too by the mel 
reſpectable Meeting of this County that, yer 
haps, was ever convened; a. Meeting to whid 
thoſe Gentlemen, who nom objected, then gi 
the ſanction of their own attendance; that the 
had already done ſome, and, he truſted; they 
would perſevere till they ſhould do more good 
He highly applauded both the public principls 

NN ret oed PRE of Mx. Fo 
am 6 
l Mr. Wrvir I expreſſed his kearty approbatin 
of Mr. Fohambe, and then proceeded to call up 


Lord Fauronberg to — which i 


. 
TAU 
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had to the Committee of Aſſociation 
he had, previous to the Meeting, brought againſt 
them, That they uſed 1 
to the County, on which - | 5 ten 58 
Earl Fav con me forwatd, and,. they 
he admitted his preſence, ag a Pecr and Lord 
Lieutenant, would have been impraper on the 
day of election, contended: for his right as a 
Freeh6lder, to appear ant he beard on the day 
of only putting à Candidate in nomination.— 
He then averred that tie ſpoe as a Frechalder, 
ind that however Gentlemen might think a 
Society, called an Aﬀociation of the County of 
York, legal, he would venture to ſay it was not 
legal, none being ſb but what the laws of the 
and authorize ;- and the laws ſay, that where a 
is, the Counties can apply. to the 

Sheriffs to call a Meeting, but the Sheriffs may 
judge of the propriety and refuſe to call; the 
right of Petitioning however he did not diſpote. 
With reſpect to Aſſociations, he allowed their 


poſſible legality, and exemplifigd it by that of 


the Lords and Commons at the time of the Re- 
rolution, when the King abdicated the Crown, 


and threw the Great Seal into the Thames 
dut could the ſame neceſſity be now ſuppoſed, 


when ſuch a head as that of our preſent Monarch 
is encircled with the Imperial Crown; a Monarch 


who, upon the declaration of Parliament, that 


lis dwn influence had increaſed, and was in- 
creaſing, immediately faid, © Let the Exereſ. 
T4 


cences 


* 
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cences be lopped off,” and afterwards gave hi 
aſſent that they ſhould be ſo? He conſidered th 
Meeting of the Committee on the preceding dy 
as a controul on the preſent Proceedings, whid 
he deemed illegal. He ſpoke of Sir Geo. Savi 
with great reſpect, the loſs of whoſe ſervices je 
deeply regretted. "4 
Mr. Wvv1iLL declared: that his Lordſhip's 
ply did not come up to his queſtion; be hu 
aſked where were the Deceptions charged again 
the Aſſociation, but not being anſwered, he hai 
no a right to preſume he cannot be anſwered 
With reſpect to the legality which had been in 
peached, he begged leave to ſhew that the word 
LEGAL was not confined, only to things require 
or ordered. by Law, for that it equally and mor: 
ordinarily ſignified things permitted by Lay; 
that in a free Meeting this is its neceſſary meu 
ing, and conſequently that a Meeting formed 
for the purpoſes of inſtructing their Repreſen 
tatives, or of agreeing in a Reſolution: not to 
ſupport thoſe who will not ſupport the Conkt- 
tution, is perfectly and ſtrictly legal, ptherwit 
this is not a free Country. He allowed that 
though an Aſſociation is not now ſo indiſpenſ- 
bly neceſſary as at the time of the Reyolutio, 
a neceſſity however ſubſiſted and was apparent; 
its uſe was obvious from that very vote in the 
Houſe of Commons which had been quoted, 
for it was obtained from that Houſe by the 
Aſſociation. 11 
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dad, might appear from another circumſtance, 
the Crown Lawyers had conſulted onthe means 
of ſupprefling it, but, on conſultation, did not 
ind it right to proceed againſt it. With regard 
to the controul laid to their charge, he declared 
they had met the day before as uſual in all 
former caſes; they had met the day before the 
Meeting on the laſt election; that ſtanding, as 
he and the Committee did, reſponſible to the 
County, controul would ill become them; that 
the nomination of a Candidate was not ſo much 
z thought of by the Committee, and therefore 
that to aſſert they had met to controul this 
Meeting is not founded. Mr. Wyvill then pro- 
poſed a renewal of the County's Petition for a 

more equal Repreſentation in Parliament. 
Lord FauconBERG faid he had ſeen Petitions 
with many names, but few that he knew to be 
Frecholders'or Men of weight; Petitions that 
ſtated evils which did not exiſt ; and theſe he 
conſidered as Deceptions. He wiſhed Mr. Dun- 
combe had not been choſerr by the means of the 
Aſſociation, as he was a man fo perfectly agree. 
able to every deſcription of perſons, that he was 
certain he would not have had a diſſenting voice 
in the County.—There was, however, his Lord- 

ſhip allowed, one abuſe which he could as warmly 
wiſh to ſee reformed as the Aſſociation itſelf, 
and then declared himſelf ready to concur in 
meaſures for a Reform in Parliament. This 
moment, he affirmed, requires the aſſiſtance of 
- 
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tre made in 
either fits fox a Borough chat is his propettyyt 
| corruptly {ells his ſeat to ſome perſon who bw 


obſerved, ſhould be made to ſinłk into the C 
ties, and the Counties ſhould not be 


with them, he would give the Affociation hs 


— — 
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only the Repreſentatives of — 
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_ the: rſt characters in the County, und if 
meafure'ſhall ever come to the Horſe whete k 
fits, he gave an aſſurance that he will there 6 
kis duty to the Public, for ſurely: the people m 
not repreſented when Members of Parliaen 
families. The owntrhind 


it of him; and venal Boroughs, his Lordi 


y only two, their commerce and other buſneſ 
Xequire four or fix Members to tranſact it n 
Parliament. Inſtead of maintaining a different 


thanks, if they would _ about a Na e 
1 x "26 

Mr. Toox aa was greatly pleaſed to find the 
the noble Lord had given his approbation't 
the principles of the Aſſociation, which uff 
formed to produce the very points he wiſhel 
to ſee effected. The influence o: the Crom 
. bad been fupported in the Houſe of Commons; 
it was confeſſed in that Houſe, and that Refoly 
tion by which it was firſt checked would new 
have been carried but for our Aſſociation, and 
it is due to our Aſſociation that we have ſen chi. 
great characters committed upon great pa ſen 
He declared the Houſe of Commons not to 
the Repteſentatives of the Peaple, they 


w 


k we } 
Srat in that Houſe was an article of commegce; 
and * _ „ pi 
ver t ot th great grievance. He 
— expect to hear f 4 e Committee, 
nor of its illegality;; he wiſhed, however, that 
it might be remarked, that che utmoſt zeal of 
their opponents had not been able to object 3 
angle fact againſt that Committee, in any; age 
of their tranſactiona, as a juſt ground of diſfatis- 
action 3 4 circumſtance amounting to che mal 
honourable acquittal; He declared chat on the 
day before no mention was made in the Com- 
mittee of a Candidate; profeſſed his nleaſure in 
finding Mr. Foljambe, now propoſed, as highly 


0 repoſe in him, d rn bafrogeite)s 
Sir W. MiLx ER highly approved of the Gen 


berg's charge, that the Petitions of the County 
were. not ſigned by many names of weight, by 
ſyiog that it was a Petition framed in a Meet- 
ing in which the greateſt number of perſons of 
eight had appeared, that had ever been known 
to attend at any County Meeting, and that it 
had been ſigned by very far the majority. of 
tem; he obſerved that there were preſent-at 


ſented themſelves, and that as every Meeting of 

the County was open to them, their not appear- 

ing to oppoſe might juſtly be conſidered as a 
pi E of their approbation. $e2oO0 net nt ALL 

| | | Mr. 


7,,they 4 are | 


qualified to diſcharge. the truſt they were abput ' 


teman notninatet ; be anſwered Lord Fauncon- 


this time many perſons who had heretofore ab- 


” 
— — —p— — —— 
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Mr. Wrrut is juſtified the conduct of the 
Gentlemen who ſigned the Requiſition for al 
ing the previous Meeting of the Committee d 
Aſſociation. He declared they had not excee 
ed their authority, or done any act tending ty 
controul the voice of the Freeholders at the u 
ſuing election. He ſtated their reaſons for cil 
ing ſuch previous Meeting, the principal of whid 
was, that the Committee might take into tha 
conſideration the propriety of propoſing to the 
County a renewal of their Petition to Parliament 
at the General Meeting held for the election, iv Wl 
ſtead of deferring that buſineſs to the 8th'of E 
nuary. 74,00 

Mr. DzummonD excuſed his abſence, as the 
Meetings had not the ſanction of a call from tb 
High-Sheriff. | 

Mr. HILL did not conſider the preſence of the 
Sheriff as neceffary to legalize a Meeting; It 
ſupported this opinion by a caſe in point and 
judgment upon it. He was happy to hear Lori 
Fauconberg pledge himſelf as a friend to tie 
objects of Aſſociation, there now ſubſiſted n6 a 
farther difference than a name between then © 
and he would willingly meet the noble Lord, 1 © 
he ſhould addreſs him in the language of the Port, 


Romeo quit thy name, | 
And in exchange PII give thee all myſelf. 


Mr. Dzummond thought a Meeting without 
1 
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aSheriff not a County Meeting, but only a Meet- 
ing of the Freeholders, who, nay. he PRs 


how might meet. But 
4 Mr. STANHOPE thought the abſenceef a Sheriff 
Ceo could hardly make- a Meeting ef che Free- 
i holders of a County not a County 
— Lord Su xx deſired that if any Gentleman 
"US had 2 name to propoſe, he would do it now, 
pr before the queſtion was put on Mr. Foljambe. 
4 Mr. DxUMMoND had no perſon to propoſe z, 
* he deſired, however, not to be conſidered as 
* xcquieſcing in Mr. Foljambe's nomination—he 
i | would give his negative to prevent the concur- 


rence of the Meeting being unanimous. 
Mr. CHOLMLEY agreed with Mr. Drummond. 
Ide queſtion was now put on Mr. Foljambe, 
ind it was reſolved, That Francis Ferrand Fol- 
jambe, of Aldwarke, in this County, Eſq; be put 
in ndmination; as a proper perſon to repreſent 
this County in Parliament, in the place of Sir 
George Savile, Bart. —On which 8 
Mr. FoLjamBs- expreſſed his warmeſt ir 
tade, and declared that, if elected, it. ſhould be 
the ſtudy of his life to diſcharge his duty to his 
Conſtituents, taithfully and honeſtly; and con- 
Poe i duded with returning bis thanks to Lord Surrey 
| who had propoſed, zus Meeting 
vho had ſupported. him. 
Mr WyVIL no roſe again, to move the 
queſtion of which, he had previouſly given no- 
tbon tice, He declined reſuming the ſubject of Aſſo- 


ciation, 


1 ] 


Aab, 46 bo much had been already td dg 


it this day; he thought, however, the meaſurgm 
he had to propoſe, were as necaſſary. on this gay 
2s- ever they had been; and, if called upon, u 
ready to enter into the Proof. He owned, 
however, that he felt bimſelf in à diſagreeuble 
ſituation as a profeſſional man, and wiſhed to 
be indulged in NMying a few words on that: ſub 
jeck, as he eee 
entertained prejudices againſt men who 
took a part in Publie Baügeg. At i 
ef theſe Meetings he was aware of this, but he 
was not ſo muek afraid of their cenſure, as he 


was deſirous of diſcha ng bis on duty to the 


Public;' nor could he fee that Clergymen who 
were equally concerned, and had an equil Right 
with other Freeh6lders, were liable to blame for 
ſtanding forward with other. Gentlemen in ſup- 
port of what they took to be the intereſt of ther 
Country, provided they were avs attentive to 
the integrity of their principles, «the dhe of 
their — and the legality of the meaſures in 
which they engage. That, conſcious of his o 
motives, e had no diſſiculty to ſtand forch, and 
would reſt his defence agaitiſt all ſuch illiberi 
and narrow cenfures in a reflection, that he had 
acted in this whole bufinefs as became an hore 
and di jfentereſted man. I however, he added, 
« { fhall ever fee the grounds of the Aﬀeociation 
ſhifred; and meafures taken, which, in my judy: 


ment, muſt produce violence and commotion; 
or 
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3 — of the Coun: 
try, and that/of this County in particular, that 
n0 good is to be expected from perſeverance, 


He however profeſſed an equally determined re- 
ſolution to continue his ſervices, and to c- Ope- 


nate with the County, ſo long as they continued 
to him the appointment they bad alreadyaſigned, 


ind acted in the fame manner 1 they had 


beretofore donde. 192 
Mr. WyviLL now read his ds Propolitons 
and the firſt, For renewing the application o of 
this County to Parliament for a more fair and 
equal Repreſentation of the People, paſſed with» 
out alteration ;—to the ſecond, which moved 
To inſtruct the Committee of Aſſociation to 
prepare a Petition accordingly, to be laid before 
the next Meeting of the County,“ and — 

was ſeconded hy Mr. Athorpe, 2 
rr 
for unanimity inthepurſuit of ſudeſirahleanchject 
2s. Reformation of Parliament, but would not 
yet acknowledge the Aſſociation. He 
his great ſatisfaction that his family had deri ved 
their higheſt honours from King William in the 
very year of the Revolution, and, among many 
other terms of.. applauſe, complimented Lord 
Surrey in having this day, like an honeſt man, 
1 an bee man . I far the 
| * Nomination 


ar if, on the bther hand 1 ſball ever be ch 


pledge myſelf to this Meeting that I will retire.” | 


| 


E 
nomination of this Aſſembly. He wiſhed for 
ſome method in which all might concur. 
Mr. Wvyvizi, therefore, inſtead of inſiſti 
on the particular Committee to be appointed to 
draw up the Petition, (for which leave had been 
given) deſired that any ſeven Gentlemen then 


preſent might be appointed to prepare and r. 
port it to the next Meeting; on which Lord 


Surrey, Lord Fauconberg, Mr. Strickland; Mr; 
Maſon, Mr. Wyvill, Mr. Tooker, and Mr; 
Stanhope, were e a — for that 
purpoſe. 5 od 

Lord Suxxxv moved cole th lateſtpoſi wh 
ble day might be appointed for the election, x * 
that day would come neareſt to the 8th of Ju Wy” 
nuary, on which the Body of the County had 
before intended to have met, and co 
the day of election would prove the moſt con. 
venient ſubſtitute for the other, which would 
thus become unneceſſary, as the buſineſs deſign- 
ed to be tranſacted on the 8th, might as well be 
done then, and time would be thus allowed for 

a general notice. Lord Surrey was ſorry and 
he that Deceptions had been laid to the charg 
' of a Body with which he had acted, and-df 
which he was a Member; but deſired it might 
be remembered that the charge was-not-proved; 
and concluded by declaring that if any perſon 
ſhould, at any ſubſequent County Meeting, move 
to diſſolve the Aſſociation, he would there op 


poſe the motion with his negative; but that, 
( 


OL, 
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the contrary, to any motion for its continuance 
he would give his firm ſupport. 

The Sheriff then propoſed the iſt day of Ja- 
nary, both for the election, and receiving the 
renewed Petition of the County from the Com- 
mittee appointed to prepare it, which was agreed 
to—After which Lord Fauconberg moved for 
the thanks of the County to the High Sheriff, 
which paſſed unanimouſly: And thus, in con- 
ſequence of an opportunity to explain on the one 
fide, and candour ſufficient to hear and be con- 
vinced on the other, the buſineſs of the Yay, 
which had at firſt occaſioned a debate of ſome 
warmth, was happily concluded in perfect har» 
mony, and with the general ſatisfaction. 
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| Paper VII. 


Reſolutions at 4 Meeting of the = | 
Aſſociation of the County of York, on the 18 
"wy of December, 1783. a | , 


7 


- - . * 


PRESENT, 
| Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
The Earl of Surrey Sir James Norcliſſe R 
Mr. Dring Rev. William Maſon | 
Mr. Yorke Rev. James Wilkinſon 
Rev. William Comber Mr. Foljambe 
Mr. H. Duncombe Mr. St. A. Ward 
Mr. Morritt Rev. John Bourne 
Mr. Peirſe Rev. Thomas Place 
Rev. John Robinſon Mr. Croft 
Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne Mr. Strickland 
Mr. Lloyd Dr. Swainſton 
Rev. William Dealtry Mr. Farſide * 6 


Mr. Tooker Mr. Withers 
Mr. Courtney | 


FF FFA 


Reſolved, That an advertiſement be inſe 


in the papers, ſigned by Mr. Gray, giving noi vr. 
to the Freeholders of the County of Tork, * 
the intended call of the Freeholders of T0 Mr. c 
thire, on the 8th day of January next, to n _- 
and deliberate on the propriety of rene. 
their application to Parliament for a more fi 1. K 
and equitable Repreſentation of the People, * 
not take place, the Meeting of the Count) Wi ur, 4 


Yo 
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Tork, held on the 17th inſtant, having rendered 
it unneceſſary, by requeſting the Sheriff to call 
a Meeting on the iſt of January, 1784, for that 
purpole. 
Reſolyed, That this Committee be adjourned - 
to the 31ſt day of December inſtant, 
C. WYVILL, Chairman, 


- . 4 
= 


Paper VIII. 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aſlociation of the County of York, on the 31/8 
of December, 1783. 


PRESENT, 

Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne Mr. Farfide 
Mr. Hill * Dr. 1 
Mr. Micklethwaite derſon 
Rev. Luke Yarker — Swainſton 
Mr. Croft, jun. The Earl of Surrey 
Rev, William Maſon The Earl of Effingham 
Mr. Lloyd Sir William Milner 
Mr. P. Milnes The Dean of York 
Mr. James Milnes N Mr. Chaloner 
Mr. Courtney Mr. Danby 
Mr. Dring Mr. Childers 
Rev, John Robinſon, Mr. Foljambe 
Mr. J. Milnes, jun. Rev. James Wilkinſon 
Mr. R. S. Milnes Sir James Norcliffe 
Mr. Withers Mr. Tooker 
Lieutenant Col. O'Carroll . Rev. Robert Croft 
Mr. Shore Mr „ Rawſon 


Mr. Athorpe 
U 2 Read 


E 306 J 

Read the following Draught of a ſecond Re, 

port to the County of York of the Proceeding 
of this Committee. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Draught noy 
read be adopted as the Report of this Committee; U 
and that ſuch Report be preſented by their Chair 
man at the Meeting of this County, appointed 
eh the Sheriff to be held to-morrow. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairma 
be requeſted to move at the County Meeting of 
to-morrow, the continuance of this Committee 
wh its former powers. 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
ell Friday the 2d day of January next, at ten 


o'clock. 
8 WYVILL 


oo For this Report, ſee page 37. 51 


Ll 


Paper IX. C21 42i4vP 
8 at the Meeting which clefied F. F. 


FoL IAE, Eq; to repreſent the County if 
York in Parliament. 

an . | 

of —— — 

ee | | 


AT a General Meeting of the Freeholders of the 
County of York, held at the Caſtle of York; 
on Thurſday the 1ſt day of January, 1784, 
in purſuance of notice given by the Sheriff, 
agreeable to the Requiſition of the Freehold· 
ers of the ſaid County at a Public Meeting 
held at the fame place the 7 day of De- 

cember laſt, a 


(Mr. Foljambe having been firſt — 
elected) 


Earl of Sunk preſented the following 
Petition, prepared by the Committee of 
ſeven Gentlemen appointed tor 1 * * 
the laſt County Meeting. 


1 


U3 122 z | To 


5 
"i 
| 
| 
| * 


To the Honourable the Commons of G reat· Britin 


ed, and conſequently cannot have that ſecurity 
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in Parliament aſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Freeholders of th 
County of York. 


Sheweth, 0 
THAT your Petitioners, ſenfible of the origi. Wi ( 
nal excellence of the Conſtitution of this Coun. 


try, moſt ardently wiſh to have it maintained t 


upon the genuine principles on which i Wa 
founded. tl 
Your Petitioners further ſhew, That it is ne. ol 
ceſſary to the welfare of the People that the pt 
Commons' Houſe of Parliament ſhould have: ot 
common intereſt with the nation ; and that, in 
the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation: of the 
People in Parliament, the Commons of thi 
Realm are partially and inadequately repreſent 


for, their liberties which it is the aim of the 
Conſtitution to give them. 

Your Petitioners therefore again renew thei 
earneſt ſupplications to this Honourable Houk, 
to take into their moſt ſerious confideration the 
preſent inadequate ſtate of the Repreſentatio 
of the People in Parliament, and to apply ſud 


remedy to this great conſtitutional Evil, as 0 F 
this Honourable Houſe' may ſeem meet. Coy 
the 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, a” 
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The foregoing Petition being read, it was 

Reſolved, (with only four diflents) That the 
Petition, now read, be ſigned by the Sheriff, 
and any of the Freeholders preſent who approve 
thereof, on behalf of themſelves ard the other- 
Freeholders of this County. © | 

The ſecond Report of the committee of Aﬀſo- 
ciation for this County being preſented by their 
Chairman, the Rev, Chriſtopher Wyvill. 

Reſolved, That the ſame be now read, and 
the ſame being read accordingly, 

Reſolved, (with only four diſſents) That it is 
the opinion of this Meeting, that the Committee 
of Aſſociation be continued for the purpoſes of 
promoting ſuch legal meaſures as may tend to 
obtain a more adequate Repreſentation of the 
People, and a ſhorter duration of Parliament; 
reduce the influence of the Crown within proper 
bounds; and reſtrain the too laviſh expenditure 
of Public money. 

Reſolved, (with only four diſſents) That the 
Committee of Aﬀociation be required to requeſt 
the Sheriff, for the time being, to call a General 
Meeting of this County when it ſhall ſeem expe- 
dent; and when the Sheriff ſhall not comply 
with ſuch requeſt, that the Chairman of the 
Committee do call ſuch Meeting in purſuance 
of the powers heretofore delegated to them. 

Reſolved, That the Repreſentatives for this 
County be requeſted to preſent to Parliament 
the Petition agreed to and ſigned this day. 

v4 Reſolved, 


E 3 ⁰ (J 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion 
of this Meeting, that ſome public teſtimony 
ſhould be given of the high approbation in 
which this County holds the eminently.able 


and diſintereſted ſervices of Sir . Savile, 


Bart. during a laborious attendance of twenty. 
five ſucceflive years in Parliament, b as à Repre. 
ſentative for this County. 

Reſolyed, That a Committee be appoint to 
determine upon a proper Plan for effecting the 
purpoſe of the laſt Reſolution, and that they be 
deſired to be prepared with a deſign accordingly, 
to preſent to the Gentlemen of this County at 
the enſuing Afﬀlizes. 

Reſolved, That the following gentlemen ſhal 
compoſe the Committee, yiz. Sir W. Milner, 8. 
Croft, Eſq; W. Danby, Eſq; Lieut. Col. Thorn. 
ton, Lieut. Col. O'Carroll, 8. F. Barlow, EI 
R. Sinclair, Eſq; J. Parker, Eig; and the Rey, 


T. Place. 
R. D. HILDYARD, Sherif 


3159 
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Paper X. 


The Second Report of the Proceedings of the 
Committee of Aſſociation of the County of 
York, preſented to the General Meeting of 
the County of York, beld on the uf day of 
January 1784. 


r „„ 


* 


of a 
. * 
- ” LY * 
— * 


THE Committee of Aſſociation feel it to be 
their duty on the preſent occaſion, few as 
their tranſactions have been ſince their re- 
appointment by this County on the 19th 
day of December, 1782, to ſtate to their 
Conſtituents what thoſe tranſactions have 
been. | 


424 P PR 


N the 20th of December, 1782, the Com- 

mittee, having given orders for circulat- 

ng the Petition for a more equal Repreſenta- 

i tion, which had been adopted by the General 
| Meeting of the County of York on the preced- 
ing day, in order to take the ſenſe of the Free- 

' 3. WY bolders of this extenſive County upon the ſub- 
jet as completely as poſlible, declared unani- 
moully their reſolution to execute the truſts re- 

poſed in them. by the County with unremitted 
attention 


month adjourned, ſubject to a call by the Sub. 


imputed to the operation of that ruinous polit. 
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attention and zeal; and on the 21ſt of the fame 


Committee, or the Chairman, at the requiſition 
of five Members of the Committee. | 
On the 1ſt of October, 1783, the commit 
having been called together by the Chairman at 
the requiſition of five Members; reſolved, ac. 
cording to the uſual practice, to thank the Right 
Hon. William Pitt for his excellent Propoſitions 
ſubmitted to Parliament on the 7th of May, 
towards accompliſhing a ſubſtantial Redreſs of 
Parliamentary abuſes ; to thank the two wor. 2 
thy Members of this County, and the other 
Hon, Members of the Houſe of Commons, by Wl th 
whom Mr. Pitt's Propoſitions on the 7th of May ct 


had been ſupported ; and alſo proceeded to de. Wi dir 


clare their opinion, that the rejection of thole 
Propoſitions on the 7th of May may chiefly be 


cal ſyſtem, by which the Civil War with Ame. 
rica had been lighted up; the Britiſh Empire 
diſmembered ; and the Plan of Parliamentary 
ſeduction carried to its laſt fatal extreme: And 
it was alſo conſidered by the Committee, that 
the re-admiſſion of the abettors of ſuch a ſyſtem 
into power, was a moſt formidable obſtacle to 
the neceſſary renovation of the Conſtitution. 
But exhorting the People of Britain not to de- 
ſpair of the Public weal, nor from an indiſcr- 
minate diſtruſt of Public Men to fink into abi 


ſupineneſs, and a neglect of thoſe legal means dd 
detcuce 


24 
defence by which the Conſtitution may yet be 

preſerved, they called on every friend to the 
peace and freedom of the nation, by vigorous 
and lawful efforts, to ſupport the Reformation 
of Parliament, and, confiding in -the Public 
ſpirit and ynabated zeal of the Frecholders of 
the County of York, propoſed a Meeting of the 
County on the 8th of January, 1784, in order 
to repreſent to Parliament, if that ſhould be 
thought expedient, in decent, but firm and 
manly terms of expoſtulation, the neceſſity far 
an effectual Reſtoration of the Conſtitution. 

The Committee, having been adjourned on 
the 2d of October, 1783, met by a call of the 
Chairman on the 16th of December, 1783, and 
directed him to ſubmit to the Freeholders at 
ole the County Meeting on the 17th of December, 
de che propriety of renewing their application to 
lti- WY Parliament for a more equitable Repreſentation 
me. of the People at this County Meeting, inſtead 
pire A of that propoſed to be holden on the 8th of Ja- 
tary mary, 1784. Which Propoſition having been 
And WI zgrced to by the County on the 15th of De, 
that i cember, it was reſolved at the adjourned Meet- 
em ing of the Committee, on the 18th of Decem- 
e to ber, to countermand the intended call of che 
ion. County on the 8th of January next. 

* To this circumſtantial narrative of the Pro- 
iſcrl; N ceedings of the Committee of Aſſociation, ſince 
bie dkeir re- appointment on the 19th of December, 
ns of 2 they wiſh to ſubjoin a few ſhort remarks, 
tence which 


. 


- ; 
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which they ſubmit with the utmoſt deference 
to the judgment of their Conſtituents ; And 
firſt they beg leave to obſerve, That although 
Mr. Pitt's Propoſitions on the 7th of May were 
negatived by a large majority in a full Houſe d 
Commons, yet this circumſtance ought not to 
diſcourage the County of York, bectuſe few, if 
any, of that majority denied the inequality of 
that Repreſentation complained of in your Pe. 
tition; therefore, from-the Juſtice of Parliament, 
notwithſtanding the oppoſition of corrupt, in. 
tereſted, or too ſuſpicious Men, Redreſs may be 
expected on a future application: that the manly 
perſevering ſpirit of the People may awe the 
corrupt and intereſted; and their ſteady con- 
ſtancy and prudence convince the honeſt, but 


too ſuſpectful part of their opponents, that their ne 
apprehenſions of new and extravagant demands, Wl ve 


to be grounded on the juſt and reaſonable con. 
ceſſions of Parliament, are unſupported by any 
probable preſumption drawn from the general 
temper of the County of York, or the Friends 
of Reformation in other parts of the kingdom, 
But the Committee own and lament that the 
reſpectable Senators who ſupported your que- 

ſtion on the 7th of May, are not connected 
any bond of political union, and that for neat 
two years there has been a fluctuation of Power, 
and a diſtracted ſtateyof our National Counlels, 
peculiarly unfortunate to the Empire in its pte 
ſent weak and exhauſted condition; * mii 
| evous 
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chievous as theſe diſſentions may be in many 
regards, they may produce beneficial effects re- 
ſpeting the great buſineſs of Parliamentary 
Reform, which may more than counterbalance 
thoſe evil conſequences: for a little conſidera- 
tion may ſerve to evince to unprejudiced men, 
that where ſuch diſtraction of counſels ſubſiſts 
there muſt be ſomething diſordered, ſomething 
eſſentially wrong in the preſent ſtate of the Con- 
titution. Under a preceding Adminiſtration 
ſtability had indeed been obtained for many 
years; but it was obtained by odious and de- 
teſtable means, and prolonged. to the diſgrace 
and ruin of the Empire. Since that period 
there may have been wiſdom, there may have 
been integrity, but there has been no pe 

nence in the Cabinet. To give ſtability to Gok 
rernment on principles worthy of honeſt Men, 
either to govern or to be governed by, the 


\ 
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any WY found part of our Repreſentation muſt be rein- 
eral forced; if not, there is but too much reaſon to 
nds BY apprehend that Revolution may ſucceed Revo- 
2m. WF lution, till the nation, tired of perpetual animo- 
the ties and the conflict for Power, may irrevoca- 


que- Wi bly plunge into the vortex of Corruption, or, 
| by WI more wretched ſtill, ſhelter itſelf under the 
neat tern protection of Deſpotiſm : Allowing, there- 
wer, fore, to the moſt cautious man, that there is 
(els, I always ſome danger to be dreaded from in- 
pre- I noration. He muſt now admit, in his turn, | | 
mil that | 


* that greater, infinitely greater miſchief may 
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reſult from the acquieſcence of the nation under 
the multiplied abuſes of its preſent defocit 
Repreſentation. That the late viciſſitudes d 
Power may have made impreflions like theſ 
on many minds in different parts of this king 
dom, you have ſome reaſon to conclude, from 
your own recent experience in this County; 
as many perſons, formerly averſe to your mes 
ſures, have now, from a conviction of theit 
propriety, acceded to them. If a ſimilar con. 
viction has taken place in other Counties in 
any great degree, your application to Parl 
ment will be renewed with additional weight 
and # fairer proſpect of ſucceſs. 

But if theſe encouraging appearances ſhould 
prove fallacious ; if from indolence, groundlek 
jealouſy, or as groundleſs deſpair, you ſhould 

ll-ſupported by the People at large; if you 
Petition ſhould be rejected by Parliament, ad 
Corruption ſhould ſtill prevail againſt the inte 
reſts of the Country and the Friends of the 
Conſtitution, yet, even then think not the cauſ 
of your country will be irrecoverably loſt : Fr 
the generous ſpirit of our nation remains ui. 
impaired ; it ſtill holds in abhorrence whatever 
is baſe and diſhonourable. Corruption, in 
public as in private characters, muſt ever be the 
ſcorn and deteſtation of the virtuous ; the 


muſt, * approve the object of thek 
Meeting 


— . ©| ) at a« 8 —_ _ 
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Meetings, and the neceſſity of popular interfes 


rence muſt to them become more and more 
apparent: But what the wiſe and virtuous 
with a general concurrence approve and re- 
quire, cannot long be with- held T 
majority. 

Bur if the worſt ſhould happen, and he maſs 
of the nation ſhould become ſo corrupted that 
Reformation ſhould be alike incompatible with 
the vices of thoſe who govern, and of thoſe 
who are governed, YOU will have one conſola- 
„ 
which the miſerable ſtate of your 
would then admit; you will Tun ated A wil 
2 noble conſiſtency of conduct; you mo have 
done your duty to 2 Public. 


* . * * i 13 » + 13% 76. b* 
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Paper XI. + 


Reſolution 4 4 Meeting of the Committee y 
Aſſociation the County of York, on: the 14 
of January, 1784 ; with a Reſolution amen 
at 4 Meeting of the Sub-Committee of Afls 
„ l ef York, the 16th f 

1784. 


— at. Hh. — 
AR 2 8 L 7. 
a Rev. C. WYVILL, Chafrman 
Mr. Chaloner Mr. Tooker 
Mr. Shore Lord — 
Mr. James Milnes, jun. Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr. Dalton Mr. Drin 
- Bir James Norcliffe Rev» William Maſon 
Mr. R. 8. Milnes Lieutenant-Colonel O'Carrd 
Licutenant-Colonel Thornton Mr. Farfide 
Mr. Dixon Mr. Croft, jun. 
Mr. Withers Mr. Wilſon 


Rev. James Wilkinſon 


Reſolved, That this Committee be adjournel 
ſubject to a call by the Chairman, on the = 
ſition of any five Ars 


c weil 


Tou 


UL. ] 


-ned 
que 
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N Fons Tartan, Jan. 16, 1734 


PRESENT, Gn 


nn Oh * 9 „1 7 7 
Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairman, 
Nev: Robert Croll 1 O'Cairoll, 
is TW. A * — 


RE” at copies of the Second Report 
ff the Proceedings of the Committee of Aſſocia - 
tion, be tranſmitted by Mr, COP unders 
a vig— * 
One copy to each Member er the Dofprwaitng | 
of the City of London,tobetranſmittedtoMr. Rim 
One Copy to the Chief Magiſtrate of each 8 
oration in the County of Lor. 


Five copies to the Lord Provoſt of Edinburghe argh. 
Five copies to the Lord Provoſt of Glaſgow: . 
Ten copies to Dr. Jebb, Weſtminſter, ' + + - 
Ten copies to T. Brand Hollis, Eq. 5 
Ten copies to Mr. John Churchill, and * 
Five copies to Dr. Rotherham, Newcaftle, | 


W. MASON $ Chairman, 4 


; Pager LU. 
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Lift of the Members of the Committee of Aﬀocy 
tion, who, fince the Meeting on the ad dy 


January, 1784, have ordered their Names 1 
withdrawn from that Liſt by the Clerk. 


* 


Names: When and bow ordered ts be firudd 
Lumb, Eſq; . 12 
homas Lumb, Ela: F 11th March 1784, by Letter, 
James Farrer, Eſq; | In March perſonally, 
2 F. Barlow, Eſq; y 1260. 
William Baynes, Eſq; | | > | 
stephen Croft, Eſq; 
Stephen Croft, jun. Eſq; 
ba Carr, Eſq; , 
. Mr Cookſon 
erom Ding. Eſq; | | 
. F. Foljambe, Eſq; 
Benjamin Ferrand, Eſq; 
Rev. Dr. Fountayne, Deau of York | 30th March 1784, at Tit 
William Garforth, Eſq; direction of James Farrer, ! 
Sir Tho. — 4 Bart. e (the Dean of York, Sir Tho.6 
Thomas Hill, coigne and Mr, Dring bei 
General Hale f preſent.) * 
Sir William Milner, Bart. 
Pemberton Milnes, Eſq; 
Sir John Ramſden, Bart. ' 
Rev. Richard Sykes 
Lieut, Col. Thornton | 
Peregrine Wentworth, Eſqʒ | 
St. Andrew Ward, Eſq; 
Richard Wilſon, Eſq; 
Rev. Henry Zeuch ; 
Rev. John Carver March 30, by Letter. 
. 8 Rev. Robert Croſt March 31, perſonally, 
4 William Bagſhaw, Eſq; April 1, by Mr. Shore's ordet, 
1 Rev. John Preſton ———- perſonally. 


Dr. Swainſton April 3, by Letter. 


— 


1 — 


[ 322 1 


* 


| Page XIII. 


An alphabetic) Lit of the Members of the Ca 
9 „ar hs County & Yi 
1% the en of - Members. in 
Tear. pk. j Wee 


61 12 wav? ; 1 
e 
* 
- 4 


4 rr 


ju nant 


2 Ghote 
w 3's ' Dade Rev. Mr. Ba 


Baynes 8.9 2 2 5 Embſay Kirk Dawſon Obadiah Eſq; Lad 


Booth Jobn Eſq; Brut 2 7 Dalton Rev. Mr. Hewkeſwd! 
Baynes William Eſq; Danby William ng Suite 4 
Buck William Eſq; Halifax . 
Broadley Iſaat Eſq; B nes 
Battle William Eſq; Welton hey Greg, B ] 
Bagſhaw William Eſq; Coates Hall — ag 
a Earl 2 A - 
Chaloner Willlem Eſq; Guiſbrough ber 0 
Croft Stephen Eſq; York Foljambe F. F. Ba; Aldwerl bell 1 
Croft Stenhen, un. Eſq; Stillington — Benjamin Eſq; St. Ia 1 
Cradock Shefdon Eſq; Hartforth arrer James Eſq; Barmbre T 


Carver Rev. Mr. Winflone | Fountayne Rev. Dr. Dean of nn. 
Cayley Rev. Mr. Burton Agnes Foord — Eſq; , A. * 
Comber Rev. Mr. XKirbymoorfide Foljambe John Eſq; Retherkes 
—_—_— = _ Fenton William jun. „* 
ers q; Cantley Lodge Ferrars Lord de, Riſby Par ' 
Courtney Joha Eſq; Beverley Fenwick Thomas 12 K ue 4 
Croſt Rev. Mr. Hayton Frankland Thomas Eſq; S 
Coghill Sir Joba Bart. Hall uldeſ 
Clay Joſeph Eſq; Bridge Houſes G wa 
n Rev. Mr. eld Garforth William Eſq; Wig 
— — Hall |Grimſton Thomas Eſq; L 


yes Thomas Eſq; Aiflaby | 


Ralph Bly; Nerwanly 
William Eſq; Wath 
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pard Sir John Bart. Ganton 

yd Gamaliel Eſq; Leeds 

ige Edmund Eſq; Willow Hall 
won Rev. Mr. V Witten 

nb Robert Eſq; Wakefield 

nb Thomas Eſq; Wakefield 
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crit J. S. Eſq; Noleiy Park 
nes E Eſq; Wakefield 
Ines James Eſq; Wakefield 
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0 wes Richard Eſq; Flockton 


on Rev. Mr. Afton 

ner Sir Wm. Bart. Nun 

bell Rev. Mr. ö 

tiott Randolph Eſq; Leaſes 
ude Francis Eſq; Leatbley 
lber, John Eſq; Whitby 
Klethwaite John Eſq; Zeeds 
N. Wylde Eſq; Wickerfley 
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Smith J. S. Eſq; Newland | 
Strickland William Eſq; Beverley 
Smyth Francis Eſq; New Building 
Smyth John Eſq; Heath 
Swainſton Allen RI. D. York 

Stacy Rev. Mr. Balli 

Strickland Sir Geo, Bart. 
3 Eſq; Nui Hall 
Sykes Richard Eſq; Hull 

Shore Samuel Eſq; Norton 

Shore John Eſq; Sheffield 
Saltmarſhe Philip jun. Eſq; Samar 
Shepherd Francis Eſq; Knareſbrough 
Stansſeld David Eſq; Leeds 
Shuttleworth Rev. Mr. Xirilaaabam 
Spencer William M. D. York 

Sayle Benjamin Eſq; Wentbridge 
Surrey Earl of 
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Tooker Samuel Eſq; Moorgate 
Thornton Lieut. Col. Thornville 
Thompſon Henry Eſq; Kirkby Hall 
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Weddell Thomas Eiq; 5 
Walker Samuel Eſq; Rethirbam 
Walker Jo Eſq; Rotberbam 
Walker Eſg; Ratherham _ 
Walker Thomas A Rotherbam 
Wilſon Richard Ef 

Woodhead . ſq; Sheffield 
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\ * Paper 1. 


of York, on the 25th of March, 1784. 


"4 


ks | — 


AT a very numerous and reſpectable f 


held at the Caſtle of York, on Thurſday 


the 25th of March, 1784, in purſuance of 


advertiſements repeatedly publiſhed by the 
Sheriff of the ſaid County, in conſequence 
of a Requiſition to him, ſigned by upwards 


IV, of one hundred reſpectable Freeholders, to 


call a General Meeting for the purpoſe of 
addreſſing the Throne on the preſent alarm. 
ing aſpect of Public affairs, 


WILLIAM DAN BV, Eſq; Sheriff, in the Chair, 


The following Addreſs was propoſed by Mr. Bucx, 


and ſeconded by Sir CnRIST. Syxzs, Bart. 


- 


14 To 


3 of the General Meeting of the Free- | 
ries} rang, — — 


of the Freeholders of the County of Vork, 


} 
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To the KING's moſt excellent AJS TT 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, - 
WE your Majeſty's moſt Jutiful ol 


ſubjects, the Freeholders of the County of York, 
alarmed at the preſent diſtracted ſtate of Public 
affairs, beg leave to approach your Throne will 
aſſurances of our unfeigned and zealouv attack. 
ment to your Majeſty's Perſon and Government, 
Convinced that the very exiſtence of our ex. 
cellent Confſtitution-depends-on-the preſervation 
of the due balance of Power wiſely placed in the 
different branches of the Legiſlature, we declat 
ourſelves equally folicitous to maintain the legal 
Prerogatives of the Crown, and the juſt Privi 
leges of the two Houſes of Parliament. 
We cannot too ſtrongly reprobate the late 2. 
tempt. to ſeize the property and violate all the 
chartered: Rights of the Eaſt. India Company; 
the enormous patronage of which would have 
produced an influence equally! deſtructive of the 
Prerogative of the Crown and the Liberties d 
the People. ich- a. 20 425 
To remove Miniſters, who made ach a an at: 
tempt, e deem to be; a juſt exertion of your 
Majeſty's Prerogative; and, under the peculiat 
cirrumſtances of the caſe; we think your Majeliy. 
ated.with equal juſtice, by retaining your pre 
ſent Miniſters; until an appeal to your People 
could be made. — as ſuch an War to 


02 


L þ 
the Conſtituent Body muſt ever be, under the 
preſent manifold defects of our National Repre- 
ſentation, we ſtill conceive" the calling of a New 
Parliament to be- the on true Conſtitutional 
Meaſure which your Majeſty in your Royal wif- 
dom can adopt to ſettle the prefent differences, 
between the ſeveral branches — the n 
After a debate eee, and the queſtion put, 
whether the ſaid AddreB ſhould paſs as the a 
of this Meeting or not, upon the ſhew of bands 
a conſiderable majority appeated-to'be in favour” 
of the Addreſs: 2 hut a divifion 
demanded, the ſame immediately took place, 
and upon that di viſion the _—_ could -not” 
take upon himſelf to determine. 

It was then alleged to be, ind el wy x 
neceſſary conſequence. of the Sheriff's determi- - 
h 
Addreſs ſhould be figned by bim as the act 
the Meeting 1 - 

— /That ; the thanks'of: 
this Meeting be given to the High-Sheriff for 
his impartial conduct in the buſineſs of the dA. 
at Mr. Wilſon (of. Pontefract) then moved and 
rout N Major Pulleyne ſeconded the motion, That the 
uliar N Sheriff ſhould be requeſted to preſent the ſaid. 
jelly WW Addreſs ; which, upon the queſtion being put, 
pre · paſſed in the aGrmative by a great majority, 
ople WILLIAM W in 
4] to ; 3: 2 

the BY | Prper 


SEE FS HS FEST LE . 
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reaſons for ſuch requiſition z upon which 
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Account of the Debate at the Meeting a York, 
| on the 25th day of March, 1784. 


A 


1 names of the Gentlemen being 
over at whoſe requeſt the Meeting was con. 
vened, any one of them was deſired to give their 


. D117”. FCS 


Mr. Buck (Recorder of Leeds) roſe and faid, 
1 with the queſtion which is to be agitated this 
day had never exiſted, but had been left at reſt. 
I hope Gentlemen will confine themſelves to the 
immediate point, viz. A queſtion between a mn. 
jority of the Houſe of Commons and the Crown 
in regard to the Prerogative of appointing Mi. 
niſters. Some may carry it to the extremes of 
the Propoſition ; firſt, Whether the Houſe of 
Commons has an abſolute power to controul 
the Crown in the appointment of Miniſters: 
That would be very dangerous; it would be 
deſtroying the balance of our Conſtitution, and, the 
as has been well faid, would be taking the 5 
Crown off his Majeſty's head, and putting it 
under the Mace of the Houſe af Commons. 6 
On the other hand, when the Houſe conſtitu- Ha 
tlonally calls on the Crown to exerciſe that 9 

+ EN | Prerogative 
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Prerogative in a particular manner, and ls fup., 
ported by the People, it ſuch a call ſhould be 
rejected, there would be equal danger; but the 
queſtion now ig, Whether the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhould he ſupported by their Conſtituents, 
when they find fault with the Crown for dif: 
miſſing Miniſters who were thought to act from 
intereſted matives, and who attempted ta intro · 
duce a new and formidable Power ? His Majeſty, ; 
in the due exerciſe of his Prerogative, chuſes 
cther Miniſters. Before any thing is dane by 
them, the Houſe of Commons think fit to adviſe |, 
his Majeſty ta diſmiſs them. This is the firſt 
act; the root of the whole conteſt that has fol, 
lowed, We axe, then to canlider whether the 
Houſe of Commans is right or wrong, Has 
not the King the Executive Government? Moſt. 
undoubtedly he has. But, it is faid, the Mini - 
ſters he appoints muſt have the previous confi. 
dence of the Houſe af Commons, and they are 
to point them gut. Is not this aſſuming the 
Executive Government? Sir, the Conſtitution of 
this Country has ſaid, the Houſe of Commons 
hall not haye the Executive Government, If 
then they are claiming that to which they have 
no right, they ought not ta be ſupported by 
their Conſtituents, who are intereſted to main- 
tain the balance of the Conſtitution, There is 
another grqund, Sir, if it is fixed that the 
Crown mu comply with the Requiſitions of the 
Houſe of Commons, the People cannot be heard 


with 


3 0” 
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with any effect. I maintain they have 2 right 
to differ from their Repreſentatives. It has been 
ſaid that the voice of the People can be heard 
only by their Repreſentatives; I-truſt that Pro. 


poſition will prove as aborti it is wicked. 
I truſt the voice of the People ſth Te heard, 


and they ſhall ever have in their power to check 
the ambition of their Repreſentatives. Sir, upon 
this occaſion the Houſe of Commons have henrd 
the voice of their Repreſentatives, but have' dif. 
regarded it. The Houſe of Commons, when the 
People are with them, can compel the Crown to 
agree to their Requiſitions: They can refuſe the 
ſupplies ; they can diſband the army. This the 
preſent Houſe of Commons threatened to do, 
but knowing the People to be againſt them, they 
durft not do it. They have abandoned the ſtrong 
holds which the Conſtitution allows them. Think. 
ing then theſe Proceedings of the Houſe of Com. 
mons unconſtitutional, I ſigned this Requiſition, 
It is but my own private opinion, 1 do not find 
fault with Gentlemen who may have a different 
opinion, and I ſhall ſubmit to the majority of the 
County, after the ſenſe of this Meeting is fairly 
taken. Every man in this'country ſhould have 
his opinion. It is manly to come forth and 
avow it; therefore, Sir, I move for the follow. 
ing Addreſs to his Majeſty, which I and ſeveral 
other Gentlemen are of opinion, contains the 
ſentiments which ſhould” be expreſſed: at this 
very important criſis. +» iy, 
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The Addreſs being now delivered to the Un- 
der- Sheriff, was read by him to the Meeting. 
Sir C. Srxxs ſeconded the motion. 
Mr. Daummond then roſe and . 
he regretted that he felt himſelf obliged to oh- 
jet to an Addreſs that began in ſuch moderate 
and conſtitutional language, but as the latter 
part of it was ſo inconſiſtent with the former, 
ſo full of party ſpirit and extraneous matter, he 
muſt expreſs his hearty diſapprobation of it. He 
was fully convinced that it could tend only to 
increaſe the heated temper of the times, to warp 
the judgment and divert the attention from the 
two great objects in the mind of every honeſt, 
independent, unbiaſſed Man, The ſupport of the 
Three Branches of the Legiſlature in their juſt 
and equal balance, and that Union of Parties 
which he firmly believed to be the real wiſh of 
the whole kingdom. —He declared himſelf un- 
connected with any party, wiſhing, at all times, 
to conſider Public Men and Meaſures as abſtract- 
ed from Party as poſſible, and to judge of them 
by the pureſt; and ſoundeſt principles of the 
Conſtitution. He ever had been, and ever 
ſhould be, as firm and ſtaunch a Friend to the 
juſt Rights of the Crown as any Man; he had 
ſhewed himſelf fo on a former occaſion, when 
he thought that Power encroached upon, and 
never Wee his principles: But he never 


bd 


90 For this Addreſs, ſee page 326. 
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tould ſupport any one branch of the Legiſlatufe 
at the expence of either of the other two: 
the expence of the Conſtitution. ' He hever 
could approve of ſo dangerous a precedent/y 
the DISREGARD OF PARLIAMENT} "2 pre 
cedent totally unknown fince the glorions æn 
of the Revolution. He never could approve of 
any Miniſter ſtanding againſt the declared ſenſe 
of the Houſe of Commons, reſting his foot oh 
the extreme Rights of the Prerogative, and chal. 
lenging the extreme Rights of Parliament. The 
Houſe of Commons had not, and he tfuſted never 
would aſſume the Rights of the Crown of ip. 
pointing or diſmiſſing Miniſters; but they had 
an undoubted Right over their own conduct, 
either to plate their confidence, or to exprek 
their want of conſidence in any Miniſter, When 
appointed, and to adviſe the Crown in the Exer. 
ciſe of its Rights; otherwiſe abſolute Monarchy 
would be at once eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, 
and Parliament aſſembled merely to regiſter the 
Royal Edicts. He did not preſume to cenſure 
any Man's principles or ſentiments; but he could 
not help expreſſing his ſurprize that thoſe who 
were foremoſt in oppoſing the influence of the 
Crown, were now the greateſt advocates for that 
very influence, and for a power that never has 
been exerciſed ſince the Revolution He thouglit 
matters driven to a very delicate and critical 
point, which he heartily wiſhed had never been 
tried; but was thoroughly convinced that the 
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honour and dignity of the Crown, and liberty 
ind ſecurity of the People, depended wholly on 
the equipoiſe'of the Three Eſtates of the Realm, 
and that whenever any one branch of the Le- 
giſlature gains that aſcendency, ſo as to over- 
rule either of the other two; the Conſtitution 
becomes wounded, and the Country, ſooner or 
later, will feel the wound. In the gracious hands 
in which the ſupreme Power is lodged at preſent, 
he was confident the Rights and Liberties of the 
People would ever be fafe, and the Public Good 
vould ever be the great and only object of that 
Power ; but in-the eſtabliſhment of ſo danger. 
ous a precedent as that of the preſent day, when 
ve behold the authority, and dignity, and ſenſe 
of Parliament diſregarded and over-ruled, who 
can anſwer for the .conſequences:/thereot ?—He 

lamented the {ad diſtracted State of the Kingdom, 
and the ſtagnation of all Public Buſineſs at a-moſt 
momentous criſis, and every attempt to union 
baffled. He urged that union had been ſtrongly 
recommended by Parliament, had been judged 
expedient by his Majeſty, had been expreſſed on 
all des as the wiſh of the whole nation; it not- 
withſtanding has been impeded by the ambition, 
the intereſt, the obſtinacy, and the prejudices of 
Individuals: He declared that he thought the 
two great contending Parties too powerful for 
each other, and-irreconcileable of themſelves j 
that without an Union no firm Adminiſtration 
could be formed; that it was, therefore, the 
wiſdom 


Commons as à ſanction to his opinion. He | 


| quenices of inefficacy, diviſion,” and irrefponſv 
the evils complained of. He thought any one 
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wiſdom of every moderate and independent 
Man, free from every bias or prejudice, to take 
2 that may promote that Union, 
oppoſe every one that may obſtruct it.— He 
— have thought it better if neither the Indi 
Affairs, nor any other - public meaſure lad 
been introduced in the buſimeſs af the preſent 
day, as they only biafſed and inflamed men 
minds; but as they had been introduced, he 


Would ſhortly give his humble, but honeſt and Ii 
. deliberate, opinion of the firſt India Bill.—He 


held Charters as ſacred. as any Man, but could 
never eſteem them in all caſes and contingencia 
abſolutely irrevocable; and when the revocation 
was to paſs under the Public Eye, through an 
act of the whole Legiſlature, and not be carried 
into execution by any ſecret or arbitrary Power, Wiſi:: 
he could never condemn a Man for propoſing 
ſuch a Meaſure, even if he did not approve of 
the Principle of it : But he declared he did agree 
in the principle of it, and was happy in the 
voice bf a great majority in the Houſe of 


looked upon the firſt Bill, though a bold yet 0 
neceflary meaſure, and the beſt that had yet ide 
been propoſed. He conſidered the ſecond Bil 
as weak and defective, liable to the evil conſe- 


bility, and more likely to promote than check 
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evils, of cruelty, injuſtice, rapine, and oppreſſion 
committed by the Eaſt-India Company, of weak- 
nels and miſmanagement in every one of their 
Councils and Meaſures, of the incompetency of 
the very frame of their Conſtitution, would 
ſcarcely ever wiſh that the ſanction of a Charter 
ſhould be made a ſhield to weak and wicked 
oppreſſors, and the means of trampling on the 
Rights of Mankind. He thought, therefore, 
humanity, juſtice, and policy required a revoca- 
tion of the preſent Charter, and he ſhould not 
onſider the chartered Right of any other Cor- 
porate Body leſs ſafe by the paſſing of ſuch an 
Act, than the lives and properties of the ſubje& 
by the forfeiture. of thoſe who had loſt them by 
bei crimes and miſdemeanors. —He repeated 
his diſapprobation of the wild ſchemes of Par- 
amentary Reform which had been propoſed 
y the modern State Empirics : That when it 
introduced, rather by ſurprize, at a late 
ounty Meeting by a Reverend Gentleman, he 
ad declared that diſapprobation, but would 
jot-ſo far fland on his own opinion as to ob- 
rut the Petition going to Parliament, as he 
ought it better it ſhould be diſcuſſed and de- 
ded on there, than that it ſhould float in the 
minds of the multitude, and be ſo perpetually 
lebated on in every vague aſſembly that the 
_-_ of individuals ſhould think proper to 
Parliament had repeatedly, and by great 
ujorities decided againſt the meaſure; ; it there- 
UL, II. Y fore 
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fore behoved the People to be ſatisfied, and 4 
bide by the deciſion of their Repreſentatives ig 
the great Council of the Nation. | 
Mr. H. Duxcouzz faid, the favourite do 
trine of the day is Union; I have a great regu 
for thoſe who have attempted it, and I ſhouli 
wiſh to have my name enrolled under their & 
ſcription, independent Country Gentlemen. An u 
tempt has been made to deſtroy the equipoiſed 
the Conſtitution: I venerate the juſt 
tive of the Crown, as much as I am an advocit 
for the Rights of the People. The late Re 
ſolutions of the Houſe of Commons had ny 
negative, as containing many concluſions fron 
wrong premiſes: The honour and dignity d 
Parliament! fanciful honour, and dignity i 
underſtood : I know no honour but what i 
founded on reaſon, no dignity but in adn 
conformably with the ſentiments of our ( 
ſtituents. It is ſaid Miniſters muſt have Mon 
previous confidence of the Houſe of Commot 
what an opening for corruption! As to t 
Eaſt-India Bill, it might have uſeful purpal 
in its view, but it was accompanied with "TA 
wanton violation of Charters; it was acct 
panied with what would have totally deſtro) 
the Liberties of this Country, the . eme 
of roo millions! Was not this erecting Me t. 
ſtandard of bribery to the neceſſitous and i cpp 
principled? No wonder that a Miniſtry d 
brought in ſuch a Bill ſhould be diſmiſſed. 3 
Majeſty having choſen a new Miniſtry - 
| 0 
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Houſe of Commons called for their diſmiſſion x 
but not a word was ſaid againſt them, and the 
req uiſition was made two hours, two little hours, 
ther the perſon at their head had nobly refuſed 
to take to himſelf a lucrative office which for- 
mer Miniſters, honeſtly enough I allow, uſed to 
take either to themſelves, or give it to their re- 
ations; but he, with a virtue hereditary in his 
family, threw it into the public ſtock, I muſt 
ſupport ſuch a Miniſter if I ever hope for your 
confidence, my Conftirupats, whom I now ſee 
around me. 

Mr. R. 8. Mu uns ſaid, I riſe to ſupport the 
addreſs; but firſt I muſt anſwer the remark, 
| tit is range that the ſame Gentlemen who 
formerly oppoſed: the influence. of the Crown 
hould now oppoſe the Houſe of Commons. I 
jill retort, I am furpriſed that Gentlemen who 
poſed the undue influence of the Crown 

hould oppoſe its juſt Prerogative. I am very 

fry to riſe againſt many of thoſe men, whoſe 

rinciples I have been accuſtomed to revere; 

nt, Sir, we have, with regret, ſeen their per- 

icious tendency; the Coalition, the Coalition muſt 

ot be forgotten, I hope it ſhall be remembered 

dimmortality, and poſterity have a leflon, that 

e moſt amiable men, in private life, could not 

liſt temptation when public advantage was ſet 
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nd il oppoſition to intereſt. The Eaſt- India Bill 
ry U _ moſt juſtly reprobated, and I 3 
d. in the condemnation; and in this, Sir, I 


1 2 have 
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have the ſatisfaction of being ſupported by gre 
authority. I will read the concluding part d 
the proteſt againſt the Eaſt-India Bill in 11; 
(here he read it with the names of Rockinghan, 
Fitzwilliam, &c. ſubſcribed to it). A great del 
has been faid of the good characters of the Com. 
miſſioners named in this laſt obnoxious Ef. 
India Bill; but this is not the tenure on which an 
Engliſhman chuſes to hold his liberties ; not on 
the precarious' characters of men, but on the 
permanent ſecurity of law. (He then read jar 
of an admirable ſpeech at Chelmsford by Mr. Dy, 
upon the danger of great patronage). I am afraid 
ſome Gentlemen will not ſign the Addreſs thi 
day from apprehenſion of ſupporting Prerogs 
tive too much. Sir, though I would guard 
againſt the influence of the Crown as dangerous 
I am for maintaining its ju/# Prerogative, which 
is conſtitutional and ſafe; and if any future 
King ſhould make the preſent Addreſſes of tle 
People againſt the Houſe of Commons a pretext 
_ to ſtretch his Prerogative, on whoſe head would 
the guilt lie? not on theirs who have been com. 
pelled to withſtand an unjuſt incroachment by 


the Houſe of Commons. _ 

Mr. SpENCER STANHOPE ſaid, he did not meu 1 

to be here to-day, he thought they who had bat — 
tled it in London ſhould have remained in Lot ; 

don, and let Gentlemen in the country deter "ks 

mine, without influence, without ſolicitation. p . 

but as others, ſome of whom had general tey 


pret 
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N pretty large attendance, had come down, he had 
f come down alſo, and he was glad he had come; 
5 uey were right and he was wrong. He ſaid it 
m rejoiced his heart to ſee the Great Ones of the 
* land preſent to hear their conduct animadverted 
Y upon. He ſhould have occaſion to ſpeak freely 
1 of the public conduct of ſome men, for whom 
be had a great regard in private life. He faid 
de ſhould ſpeak to many particulars as a witneſs. 
the Bi nie then gave an account of what paſſed in Par- 
t lament at different times between Lord North 
i and Mr, Fox, when againſt each other, as it is 
ho to be found in ſeveral. publications, and con- 

firmed it by ſaying, This I depoſe, I heard, and 
ut then gave the hiſtory of the Coalition, which he 


compared to a chimney-ſweeper and a miller 
embracing each other, by which was formed a 
black and white, a pye-balled Adminiſtration. He 
faid they were fond of ſtating previous circum- 
ſtances as to other Miniſters; it was fit to men- 
tion previous circumſtances as to themſelves.— 
Now, as to their conduct in office, the firſt act 
was the reſtoration of Powell and Bainbridge, 
two notorious peculators, one of whom cut his 
throat and the other. was convicted. He, how- 
ever, would not call that an a& of their admi- 
niſtration, it was an act of one of their friends, 
a very good man, who through violence of 
temper had done it; they knew not how to get 
nd of it, and were obliged to ſupport it. Next 
they made great profeſſions of oeconomy, but 
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gave the Prince of Wales 100, oool. a year, th Will | 
the King very wiſely thought 50, oool. a yen ( 
enough while he ſhould remain unmarried. te Wl 5 
ſaid he did not like to talk of fathers and ſons, WW ; 
but when one thinks of foo, oool. a year, aud h 
ſubſequent conduct, it is enough to provoke one Will } 
againſt them. Then came the Eaſt-India Bil: h. 
He gave his vote againſt it-on the ſecond read. Wi x; 
ing, but did not ſee all the danger of it till be 
was informed by the ſpeech of the Lord Chan, WW +} 
cellor, who obſerved, that by a late act Govers Wl ch 
ment Contractors cannot fit in Parliament, but WW 1 
their Contractors may. A fourth eſtate would Wl up 
have been created, and if the King had paſſel BW yo 
that bill he might have reſigned his Crown WW pr 
As to a rumour of interference by Earl Temple, Bi ri 
there was no proof of it, and the charge ws it i 
that the Miniſter ſaid many Lords, who hal ing 
voted againſt the Bill, promiſed to him to vor Ri, 
for it. Was not the Miniſter's interference t 
bad as Lord Temple's? Puniſh them both then Wi the 


As to ſecret influence, no man could deteſt i too 
more, or would more heartily ſcout it thanWthe 
himſelf. It was not more illegal and unconlſti-W Mir 
tutional in this Country than in France or , 
other: It was a thing bad in itſelf, bad in every 
government, bad in a private family to liſten i lis 
backbiters, and yet till employ the People i bim 
attacked; but Lord Temple a&ed openly ; iy A 
was the laſt man in the world to be a ſecre fon 


wriggling back-ſtairs animal. Secret influent 
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has been the cry ſince Lord Bute's time, yet 
(his Lordſhip has no vote himſelf, but) all his 
Sons vote with the Coalition. Lord North too 
was called the Creature of ſecret influence, yet 
he is a part of this Coalition; ſo all who oppoſe 
Mr. Fox are guilty of ſecret influence, but join 
him, and there is abſolution at once. The pri- 
vileges of the Houſe of Commons I would ſup. 
port to the utmoſt, I would fight, I would die for 
them; but if they incroach on another branch, 
they are in the wrong. The Rights of the 
Houſe of Commons, as of the King, depend 
upon the People; and I aſk you, Gentlemen, if 
you are of opinion all over England, that the 
Privilege of the Houſe of Commons has been 
rightly uſed: If it is to command, ſay fo: I fay 
it is only to adviſe, I, therefore, am for ſupport- 
ing the Right of the Houſe of Commons. The 
Right of the Houſe of Commons is to controul, 
to impeach bad Miniſters; but if they. name 
them, how will they impeach? We have had 
eſt WF too much of the executive Power brought into 
thun the Houſe of Commons. We have applied to 
Minifter-making ſo much, we have forgot pu- 
w/bing Miniſters. We have heard a Gentleman 
ay he had an Impeachment of Lord North in 
— ores arm in arm with 
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As to Prerogative, the caſe is very different 
rom what it was in the laſt century, when the 
ling had an Army, a Star Chamber, and other 
Y4 Powers. 


this country ſince his father, I deſire an anſyn 
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Powers. There is now no danger; there is ng 
the immenſe patronage of America, nor of tha 
ruinous war, Lord North's War. There is ; 
diminution of the Civil Liſt, and 100,006], tg 
the Prince of Wales not only taken from it, but; 
with aſtoniſhment and grief I ſay it, is apaink 
the Crown. I come here to-day to reſiſt en 
croachment ; as I would reſiſt the tyranny d 
one, I would reſiſt the tyranny of many, and, 1 
prefent, I fear more the tyranny of Venice tha 
that of France. I ſhould reſiſt Lord North wit 
the full bribe. I will reſiſt another Gentleman, 
who would trample on Charters, and deſtroy the 
Crown; therefore I am for the Addreſs; Ia 
for ſupporting the ſon of Lord Chatham. Be. 
fore I conſent to diſmiſs the ſon of Lord Chat 
ham, the moſt popular man that has been i 


to this queſtion, What evil hath he done? 
General HALE ſaid, I have the honour to wat 

a Cockade as well as that Gentleman who ſpoke 

laſt. I am a Soldier. I may ſay I have done 


the State ſome ſervice. I have heard much Hl 
vective, much party ſpirit. Sir, I am a Sold pp 
but I am alſo a Citizen. I am for union. I don 
for Peace. We have made peace with Frane part 
with Spain, with Holland, with our Brethre the | 
of America, and ſhall we not have Peace amon Nav, 
ourſelves? If there is no check upon the Prem ed tl 
gative of the Crown it would deſtroy the Co wil, 
ſtitution. The Houſe of Lords are in genen Farti 
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for the Crown; though we have ſome Lords 
here this day who are Friends of the People. 
It is the Houſe of Commons, Sir, that muſt 
check the Prerogative ; but I admit there is a 
fourth Eſtate, the People, who can controul all 
the other three. The Houſe of Commons is'the 
political Wife of the People; if my Wite behaves 
ill, I may correct her; but ſhall I ſuffer another 
man to correct my Wife? No, Sir, he will de- 
bauch her. Shall the Crown then correct the 
Houſe of Commons? Let us recollect the old 
Fable of the horſe and the ſtag - the horſe, in or- 
der to drive the ſtag out of his paſture, took man 
upon his back; the ſtag to be ſure was driven 
way, but the horſe was the ſlave of man ever 
after, Such was the fate of Denmark; ſuch 
may be our fate. I will acknowledge, and it is 
a bold word in this Meeting, I am a F riend to 
the Coalition. There are in this Country two 
great Parties, diſtinguiſhed by the odious epi- 
thets of Whig and Tory. 1 am for an union of 
both, Some People are for a proſcription againſt 
all who ſupported the American War. I myiclf 
oppoſed it; but I muſt ſay, was that Proſcrip- 
tion to take place, it would involve the greateſt 
part of this Country : . The Crown, the Lords, 
the Majority of the Commons, the Army, and 
Navy, My Brethren of the Sword ail ſupport- 
ed that War, many of them perhaps againſt their 
will, As to the two principal Leaders of the 
Parties, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox ; ſhould I ſpeak 


againſt 
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againſt Mr. Pitt, it would be treaſon to the ne Will : 
mory of his Father, who was my Friend; ye, Will 1 
Sir, Lord Chatham was my Friend. I with h 
ſee Mr. Pitt in the Adminiſtration of this Coun. h 
try; but I am for having him to be the Seryat Wl q 
of the Public. I hope in God he ſhall never e Wt 
the Maſter. The Miniſter muſt be fitted to the WM hi 
"Houſe of Commons, not the Houſe of Commoy ¶ N pe 
to the Miniſter ; when that is the caſe, it puy Wc 
me in mind of the common ſign of ſnuff ſhops, 82 
where the Highlander ſeems to turn the mil, i 
but, in reality, the mill turns the 
My Friend Lord Chatham faid, Liberty bs 
often been made a ſtalking horſe to get int 
Power; what would he have ſaid if he had * 
his Son ſtalking into Power behind ſecret Infly 
ence, and Prerogative ſtalking behind the nane 
of William Pitt into the Houſe of Common 
among the People at large. 
Colonel TrornTON ſaid he would addreh 
himſelf only to plain honeſt Yorkſhire Farmen 
and in general was againſt the Addreſs. 

Mr. Bainzs was for the Addreſs, becauſe it 
was againſt the Coalition, which had given the 
moſt ſerious alarm to all Independent Men, that 
there was no longer Public Virtue. He ſaid t Nr 
Eaſt-India Bill had Reformation for its pretence, rere 
but how has it effected this, by appointing Com- dat, 
miſſioners as ignorant of India as he was: Sins 
G. Elliot, Colonel North, and Lord Firzwilliam War 
And * Lord Fitzwilliam? Becauſe he hal 
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peat influence in this County. He paid fore 
ery handſome compliments to Mr. Duncombe, 
hdd, I ſay this, not from intimacy with 
him; I have but little the pleaſure of his ac- 
quaintance; not for favours received from him, 
for I have received only one in common with 
his other Conſtituents, his upright and inde- 
pendent conduct in Parliament. He in pretty 
ſevere terms made a compariſon: between Sir G. 
Savile and a great Man, who was preſent, and 
kid, We have for four years been diminiſhing 
the Power of the Crown, ſhall we ſubmit to an 
inſolent Ariſtocracy T 0 qui nor 
tulerim, Sicinium feram ?. * + 
een Lord FirTzwiLLIam did not intend to have 
hoken, but felt himſelf called upon in a very 
extraordinary manner, made a conciliating 
defence of his conduct, and ſhewed the different 
view he had of the Eaſt-lndia Company's affairs 
in 1773 and 1783: That Government had lent 
them a very large ſum of money, and was deeply 
intereſted in ſeeing the affairs of the Company 
better managed than they had been by Servants. 
His Lordſhip faid, I ſpeak to a commercial Coun- 
try, and put the caſe, that one ' merchant had 
advanced a great ſum to another, whoſe affairs 
vere embarraſſed : Would it be unreaſonable 
that, for the advantage of his Friend and his 
dyn ſecurity, he ſhould: put a Clerk into the 
Warchouſe tb carry on the Buſineſs to advan- 
ge? He ſaid, he never promiſed to promote a 
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' muſt ſtand or fall together.“ If your Libertis 


oppreſſed by the Court, I ſhould have the dark 


- differed. concerning the American War. 
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Reform in Parliament, for though he though 
it neceflary, he had nat yet ſeen a practical 
Plan for it, and he would not amuſe with a fil 
lacious hope. He charged Mr. Pitt with n 
being in earneſt in that matter. He partic 
larly ſaid, to the generous Freeholders of York 
ſhire, If you have ſuſpicions of me as a'Pre 
this promiſe 1 do make, that ſhould you drin 
me from you, I will ſtilt look towards you; we 


are deſtroyed, the Peerage muſt. periſh in the 
ruins; we ſhould, as in all arbitrary Goven 
ments, have it in our power to oppreſs our it 
feriors, and be oppreſſed ourſelves ; but this] 
will fay, that were the Friends of Liberty to be 


eſt dungeon. That moſt reſpectable man, whon 
all revered, was my inſtructor, every principk 
in this breaſt came from him. - 

The Earl of CARLIsLx ſaĩd he now ſtood tri 
before a moſt reſpectable Tribunal, his Fellow. G 
tizens, the loſs of whoſe good opinion he ſhould 
for ever moſt anxiouſly deplore. His Lordlly 
made an able apology for the Coalition, whid 
had been the object of ſo much invective, becault 
ſome of thoſe of whom it was compoled hat 


aſked by what Rule of Reaſon, or the Chriſta 
Religion, eternal hatred was to continue whet 
the cauſe of quarrel was at-an end. The Coll 
tion, he ſaid, had one fault, an unpardonabi 
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me to its enemies, its efficiency, ſo that it bad 
lefance to open attacks; it was a column whoſe 
ſoundations reſted in public opinion; but it was 
not ſecure againſt ſecret influence, by the-mines 
of which it had been blown up. Nothing 
wut a ſtrong Adminiſtration could have ven- 
d ſo great a meaſure as the Eaſt-India Bill. 
hey knew a ſtorm would blow from all the 
winds of heaven; it would be charged with 
nolation of Charters, with confiſcation of Pro- 
; but the moſt violent charge was not 
viving that immenſe Patronage to the Crown; 
: nd not giving the Crown what it never had 
called robbery. That to change a ſyſtem- 
atic diſobedience to good Government required 
ſomething more than a milk- and- water meaſure: 
That what the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Stanhope) 
and ſaid, was indeed very courtly, but was better 
ſuited to the neighbourhood of St. James's than 
he Caſtle- yard of Vork: He had endeavoured 
to inſpire pity for the Crown, by mentioning 
bow much power it had loſt ; but this, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, cannot have countenance from: thoſe 
yho hear me. Another doctrine ſounds better; 
Do not give this patronage to the Crown till 
you know what is its magnitude. It muſt be 
taken from the Company. What then ſhall be 
lone? Is there no Middle-Haven in which it 
may be placed with ſafety ?. Yes; in Men of 
clarater, of family, of fortunes above tempta- 
tion. 
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tion. It paſſed by a great majority in the Hou 
of Commons; but when it got into anothe 
Place, a rumour ſpread of what ſtruck at th 
very vitals of the Conftitution. I will name 
Earl Temple.—— There was rumour that thy 
noble Lord intimated to other Peers, that hy 
Majeſty would conſider thofe who voted for thy 
Bill to be not only not his Friends but his E 
mies. This, he ſaid, was to traduce the 80 
vereign, that he ſhould act ſo unconſtitutional 
as to appear, not where he ought to be ſeen, a 
the Throne of England, but ſhould deſcend th 
go among the Benches of the Houſe of Lori 
Should not the Houſe of Commons doubt a Mi. 
niſtry that came in by ſuch influence? I an 
therefore againſt an Addreſs which carries in- 
cenſe to thoſe who do not deſerve it. 

Earl Fauconsere ſpoke with great warn 
in favour of the Addreſs; arraigned" Ariftocracy 
in Oppoſition. Who, ſaid his Lordſhip, is the 
Original, the Head of it? CHARLES FOL 
Did 1 think to fee an Oriental Ariſtocracy te. 
moved from Brooks's to the Caſtle-yard df 
YORK !—Whether is George the Third or 
Charles Fox to reign? We have here the Court- 
jers, the Miniſters of the new, and I truſt never 
to- be- created Power. God forbid the Patron- 
age of India ſhould go to the Crown; but ſiul 
it go to Charles Fox? Is he a Man of ſuch 
Virtue? A Majority of the Houſe of Commons 
has been led captive by the artful Wr 
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of an individual of great abilities. Let then 
the People interfere. How long this Conſtitu- 
on ſhall laſt, People, depends on youz it is you 
muſt preſerve Mo! 

The Earl of SuxRxxRV ſaid that Mr. Fox wiſhed 
to bring Lord North's Adminiſtration to trial 
before Parliament; but Mr. Dundas, late Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, and Mr. Pitt, now Mini- 

ter of this Country, had deprecated the 1 ms | 
wiſhing that all parties ſhould unite. 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE made a moſt argumenta- 
tive and eloquent ſpeech, which was liſtened 
to with the moſt eager attention, and received 
with the loudeſt acclamations of applauſe. It 
was indeed a reply to every thing that had been 
in aid againſt the Addreſs; but there was ſuch 

n exquiſite choice of expreſſion, and pronoun» 
mth c<d with ſuch rapidity, that we are unable to 
racy a 4 it juſtice in any account we can give of it; 
; the ve ſhall however give a few particulars: He 
ON, fad thoſe perſons, of whom he was. one that 
2 oppoſed the undue influence of the Crown, 
% bould be the foremoſt in ſupport of its Preroga- 
| or ive to ſhew they acted from principle not from 
wrt: party ſpirit, or perſonal antipathy to any Mi- 
ever liter. He dwelt long on the odious Eaſt- India 
ron - Bil; read ſeveral clauſes of it; expatiated on 
fhal is violation of chartered Property; on its ſimi- 
fuck {MY rity to an arbitrary and ſevere Roman Pro- 
nom cription, and not to an Engliſh Act of Parlia- 
ents iN nent. He alarmed the Freeholders, by ſhewing 

| that 
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that it might have been a Precedent for exerd. 
ſing the ſame tyranny over the property of every 
Man in the Kingdom; took notice that Lord 
Fitzwilliam had put the caſe of a private mer. 
chant : I did apprehend, ſaid he, that fuch x 
conſequence might follow from this Bill; but 
did not know it had been in the contemplation 
of its Supporters. As to the effect of the Bill 
upon the Conſtitution, he ſaid, whatever of 
wealth we have ſeen flowing into the Country 
from India; whatever of Power, which is now 
divided, part in the Miniſter of the day, part in 
the Directors, part in the Proprietors, all, all 
was to have centered in this Commiſſion. As 
to degrading the Houſe of Commons, he faid, 


they degrade themſelves when they make unjuſt. 


claims, and put themſelves againſt the Crown 
in a way they mult be defeated. Let them keep 
to their own Rights, their true conſtitutional ſim- 
plicity, and they will be reſpected. He arraigned 
the Coalition with keen ſeverity, as an union of 
Men who diſagreed, not only as to the American 
War, but had never agreed in any one principle; 
who. mutually imputed to each other the lols 
of America, and one of wham had been branded 
by the other with the moſt ignominious epithets, 
while he declared he never could truſt ;him. 
He faid the ſtrength of that Miniſtry, which 
had been inſiſted on, was a dangerous circum- 
ſtance, for in the over-weening confidence in 


their ſtrength they had dared to bring in * 
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he deceived. He deſired the Coalition might 
be judged by its conduct: It had brought forth 
— India Bill, which carried tho lineaments 
of both its parents, Corruption and Violence. 
He concluded with an earneſt Addreſs: We are 
now, ſaid he, to decide upon a ſolemn criſis; 
you are now upon your trial; we have heard 
much of an Ariſtocracy ; if there is any ſuch 
biaſs on your minds, let no little conſideration 
againſt the public intereſt. If youapprove 

of thoſe Miniſters who have fought, and I hope 
[ ſhall ſay have conquered, in ſupport of i the 


That diſtinguiſhed perſon who has done ſo much 
in your cauſe will eſteem pony: — bis 
beſt reward. 


of thoſe whoſe) conduct had been ly 
he had a claim to be heard to juſtify 
limſelf, That the Eaſt-India Bill was the mea- 


4 


ols Wis it took its riſe from a very long inquiry, and 
ed n examination of many papers and much evi- 
ts, (ence, it was natural the Public ſhould be miſled; 


or being in general unacquainted with the great - 
ies of the evil, they did net ſee the neceſſity of 
o ſtrong a remedy: — Wee 
taken from this groſly to miſrepreſent it, 

ue il plc Nr. Wilberforce was wilt 
> ST” 2 jc? H 


B B 


. 


gad. India Bill, thinking the People wanted to 


Conſtitution, come forth and honeſtly ſay fo... 
Lord Jon Cavanoieu aid, That . 


jure which was particularly objected to; that 
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in ſtating that their preſent Charter was pu 
chaſed with money; it was not: And der 
chat their Property was taken from them; ;< 

which they were not deprived of one 

Ihe caſe was ſimply this, that, in the pteſm 

ſituation they were totally unequal to the 1 

of their affairs; that from weakne 

miſconduct, and the: form of their Court of i 

rectors being ill ſuited io their preſent» circy 

ſtances, they were in the —— 

owed more than a million to the F 

duties; they could not legally make ow, 

dend to the Proprietors for vaant:of a 

were enabled to do fo, fot the lat: two 

by ſpecial Acts of Parliament; that the fried 

and relations of their ſervants abroad wer 

: powerful in the Court of Proprietors, as 
ſcreen their conduct from enquiry, and 

thwart every regulation propoſed: to com 

abuſes, which had riſen to ſuch a height as 

di the name of an Engli . lat 
caſe it was propoſed to inveſt the managen Gor 
of their affairs, for the term of four years, 
the hands of ſpecial Commiſſioners, whole pt 
ers and duties were preſcribed in the AQ; th 
they were ſelected as men whoſe — 
circumſtances were ſuch already, as 
could be an inducement to them to be g 
of any abuſes; but if there was any ſi on 
of it, or even of inefficiency, an Addreſs fre 
either Houſe can remove them. That as tot 


VALT obe 


ver 
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patronage ſo much talk'd of, it was impoſſible 
to ſeparate the power of promotion and remo- 
val from thoſe who were to direct and controul 
perſons intruſted with ſuch vaſt intereſts; but 
2 Bill accompanied the other for the purpoſe of 
tying them down to preciſe rules in their man- 
ner of proceeding, and every body was invited 
to ſuggeſt any freſh reſtraints, which, might leave 
them as little power to abuſe as poflible, as con- 
ſſtent with the object of the Bill. This was 
nearly the whole of this famous Bill. As to 
what was faid of Charters; they had often be- 
fore been equally infringed upon much flighter 
reaſons, when Lord Chatham was Miniſter and 
Lord Camden Lord Chancellor: They voted a 
dividend for, themſelves, which was reſcinded 
by Act of Parliament, and were hindered from 
making it till ſuch time as they gave the Go- 
vernment ſuch a ſhare in their ſuppoſed profits 
x they thought fit. Since that time the Super- 
viſors they were ſending out were ſtopped, a 
Governor and Council -of Bengal appointed : 
The qualification of Voters for the choice of 
Directors altered, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament; 
yet this intermeddling in their buſineſs was not 
called for by ſuch neceſſity as the preſent, when 
it is known that a Country, containing three or 
tour times as many People as Great-Britain, is 
impoveriſhed and laid waſte, by the miſcondu& 
of their ſervants abroad, who grow immenſely 
ich themſelves, whilſt the Company is in the 
2 2 greateſt 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
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greateſt diſtreſs ; and no ſufficient means hay» 
yet been found to reſtrain them. | 

The next objection is what is called the Ca, 
lition. Immediately after Lord North's rems. 


val from power, an enquiry into his conduf 


was propoſed, which was reſiſted" by perſons 
various deſcriptions, as tending to much miſchief 
and hardly poſſible to be carried on. When be 
had been long out of office, and it appeared hoy 
large a number of thoſe, who had agreed in qq 
nion with him, fill continued attached to him, 
it was evident no ſtable Government could h 
formed without his concurrence ; the meafurg 
on which. men had differed beings at an end, it 
was beſt for the country to prevail on perſons 
ſo circumſtanced, to forget their differences, and 
unite towards forming a ſteady Government, 
the Thing this Country really wants. Could i 
have been carried a little farther, this County 
had not now been in its preſent ſituation, Sit 
G. Savile's name having been mentioned as di 
approving it, I can only ſay, that he frequenth 
viſited them, aſſiſted them with his advice, and 
applied to them for trifling favours, which | 
believe he would not have done to perſons be 
diſapproved. As to the Eaſt-India Bill he ws 
more certain, hearing the breach of Charten 
objected, he anſwered, What human Power cat 
grant a Charter to rob and lay waſte a whole 
Nation. 


As to the preſent n matters in diſpute, — 
N ve 


L 355 1 
have given occaſion to this meeting, they were 
not about the Rights of the Crown or Houſe of 
commons, but about the prudent exerciſe of 
them ; and claſhing between them was danger- 
ous indeed, and ever ſince the occaſion had been 
woided, and ſome kind of temper, of mutual 
conceſſion, had been found to avoid it, leſs 
diſention had lately been uſed than in all 
former times; but that the preſent Addreſs, 
not quite exact in ſome of its facts, only tended 
to make matters worſe, That if Parhament 
mas diſſolved, as was reported, it ſuſpended the 
preſent ill fituation ; but at the ſame time was 
productive of ſo many evils, that the adviſers of 


an it wanted very ſtrong reaſons to juſtify ſuch a 
1 neafure. | 

mt, His Lordſhip made ſeveral other remarks, 
0 it or che repeated call for the queſtion, and noiſe 


made, prevented his Lordſhip from being heard. 
In the courſe of his ſpeech Gen. Hale had faid 
that Sir George Savile had been a friend to the 
Coalition ; to which Mr. Duncombe roſe and. 
replied, that being himſelf greatly irritated at 
be Coalition he waited on Sir George Savile 
at the time of its being formed, and expreſſed 
bis diſguſt with much warmth, in conſequence” 
if which he received for anſwer from Sir 
corge, I do not approve of the Coalition 
ny{elf, but I am not quite ſo angry as you.“ 


have Z 3 Paper III. 
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Paper III. 


Proceedings at a Meeting of the County of York, 


on the 10th day of February, 1785, 


— — — — 


Ar a General Meeting of the Freekolden of 
the County of York, held at the Cath 
of York, on Thurſday the 10th day d 
February, 1785, in purſuance of notiq 
given by the Sheriff of the faid Count, 
agreeable to the requiſition of a very 
reſpectable body of Freeholders, the fol. 
lowing Petition was unanimouſly agreed 


to 


To tbe Honourable the Commici ef Great Britain, 


in Parliament affembled A 


The Humble Petition of the Freeholders of the 
County of York, 


Sheweth, 
HAT your Petitioners, ſenſible of the or 
ginal excellence of the Conſtitution at 
this Country, moſt ardently wiſh to have it 
maintained upon the — principles © 
which it was founded. 
Yout 


"S.' > 

Your Petitioners further ſhew'-that+ it is ne- 

to the welfare of the People, that the 

Commons? Houſe of Parliament:ſhould have a 
common intereſt with the Nation, and that in 
the preſent ſtate: of: the:Repreſentation of the 
people in Parliament, the Commons of this 
realm are partially and inadequately repre- _ 
ſented, and conſequently cannot have that ſecu- 
rity for their liberties which it is the aim of the 
Conſtitution to give them. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly 
ſupplicate this Honourable: Houle. to take into 
their moſt ſerious. conſideratian the preſent 
inadequate ſtate of the Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament, and to apply ſuch remedy 
to this great Conſtitutional evil as to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe may ſeem meet. | 
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And your Petition ers. ſhall ever pray, &c. 


— Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Petition now 
read ſhall be ſigned by the Sheriff and any of the 
the WY Freeholders prefent, who approve thereof, on 


behalf of themſelves and the other Freeholders 
of this County, l e 
Reſolved, That the Members for this County 
or, Wb deſired to preſent to Parliament the Petition 
| of ow adopted. . Lobos . 0 
en! KReſolved unanimquſly, That the thanks of 
G W the High · Sheriff, — 
ati: 515 en n un. 


%. 


ta 8&7 
his ready compliance with the wiſhes | of th, 
County in calling this Meeting, and _ his 


n 15 conduct on this day. 


WILLIAM DANDY, | Sher 


fY 


- * 
* : 4 1 1 


Paper Iv. 


W at a Meeting of the County 7 York; @ 
| The 16th of February, 1785. 


4 4 . 


* Petition was moved by Gen. St. L gon, 
v 


ho expreſſed his great pleaſure in the zei 

which actuated the County to perſevere in pur. 
ſuing the great object of a Parliamentary Re- 
formation; he congratulated himſelf on 1 
an opportunity, in ſo full and ref 
Meeting of the Freeholders of Yorkſhire, o 
Joining his voice to theirs to promote a meaſure 
Ins CI 
ſtitution. 

Mr. CHALONER ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. H. Dux counz then roſe. He congratu- 
lated his Conſtituents on the probable ſucceſs of 


a meaſure which originated in this County, = 
OM 


L } 


which promiſes to prove ſo contributary to the 
public welfare. He reflected on the miſconduct 
of former Miniſters, and thence inferred that 
their reſiſtance to the means of removing cor- 
ruption, by which alone they had governed, 
though a ſubje& of regret, could by no means 
excite our wonder. He obſerved, that as mea- 
ſures were the only juſt criterion of Miniſters, 
ſo it was no bad earneſt of a Miniſter when he 
called for a canvas of his conduct, and referred 
himſelf to the People, whoſe part it is to con- 
troul and puniſh Miniſters. The diſtreſs of this 
Country he conſidered as a ſufficient proof of 
the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reformation; 
and calling to recollection the impolicy of thoſe 
meaſures which had been purſued during the 
aſt twelve unhappy years, declared, that though 

their effects had been predicted, yet they were 
obſtinately purſued by an Adminiſtration which 
ws weakly, implicitly, and ſervilely ſupported 
by Parliament; a Parliament which, unfaithful 
o its truſt, had either ſlept on duty, or treache- 
oully betrayed it to the enemy. He remarked 
le ſerious and ſteady temper which the People 
ad at length been rouſed to aſſume, and was 
leaſed to find the Country in a diſpoſition to 
de no farther trifled with; the caprices of a 
ſiniſter were no longer to be acquieſced in; 
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tu· o farther compliance with his ruinous projects 
of Would be ſubmitted to:—Had an equal fpirit 
nd Wiiuated the Public ſome years ago, and had 
ich a | they 


period. He rejoiced, however, in the proſpech 


the laſt year has proved that they are not ex 


which have been lately impoſed, he 'acknow- 
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they been able to impreſs their ſenſe upon Par. 
lament then, a war, unjuſt in its principles and 
ruinous in its conſequences, would have either 
been entirely prevented or brought to an earlier 


that now open. He ſaw better principles revive, * 
and hoped for better conſequences from them, 
He conſidered all other means of retrieving the 4. 
Public and preſerving its Conſtitution as futile 
and nugatory, and relied on an amended Re, 
preſentation of the People in Parliament ; this 
alone he looked on as effectual, permanent, and 
exempt from viciſſitude and change. 

He then turned to the reſources of thi 
Country, and affirmed that the experience d 


hauſted quite. The ſuppreſſion of- that illicit 
trade, which grew out of our late ſyſtem d 
finance, opens a fairer proſpe&t. The tara 


ledged were heavy, but they were neceſſary 
too; they were not impoſed for new deſtrudive 
projects; their purpoſe was to liquidate a debt 
of thirty millions of money, the laſt fad legacy 
of calamity bequeathed by a wretched Miniſtry 
to this unhappy Country. The meaſures that 
are now purſued, originate in conſummate 
acknowledged abilities and integrity. The 
amendment of our Repreſentation is now the 
meaſure of a Government which does not 
require corruption to juſtify its conduct; and 

U 
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an amended Repreſentation augurs proſperity 
to the Country. . | 
Mr. Jo#n MiLNes. As I was ever an adyo. 
cate for the buſineſs of. this day, I heartily 
congratulate you upon a greater proſpect of 
ſucceſs ; and I am happy to think that the 
conduct of many of us, at the late County 
Addreſs Meeting, has greatly gained us the 
confidence of thoſe who were before fearful of 
our proceedings; we then convinced them we 
were equally friends to the juſt Prerogatives of 
the Crown and the Liberties of tlie People; 
indeed the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform 
ſeems to be more generally allowed of than eyer. 
No where, in my opinion, is there a more gla. 
ring inſtance of the defective ſtate of our Re- 
preſentation than in the manufacturing part of 
the Weſt- Riding of this County: A manufactory 
(the chathing manufuctor y which employs ſome 
hundred thouſands of people, and brings in to 
the Country upwards of three millions ſterling 
annually, yet ſends not one ſingle Member to 
Parliament, nor has any Repreſentative there, 
unleſs you will except thoſe who are ſent by the 
ounty at large. . How diſproportionate this, 
yhen many ſmall towns and villages, and thoſe 
lo under influence, ſend each two Members to 
parliament, | 8 
Mr. Chairman, I now beg leave to intreat 
entlemen's indulgence to a circumſtance which 
ſaled at the late County Addreſs Meeting, for 
it 


with Sir W. Foulis, Mr. Banks, and others, to 
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it ſeems that part of Colonel Thornton's ſpeech 
relating to me was ſo much miſunderſtood, that 
an idea has gone forth that IJ had the title of 2 
Baronet offered me to ſupport the Addreſs: A 
I was conſcious of having had no ſuch offer made 
me, or of ever having told Colonel Thornton 
ſo, I immediately after the Meeting waited upon 
Colonel Thornton for an explanation, who de. 
clared, that what he had alluded to was a con. 
verſation which had paſſed three years before, 
and which I can aſſure you was intended as 10 
other than a joke. Colonel Thornton more. 
over declared, that he was extremely ſorry for 
having made mention of it, and that he meant 
no kind of offence to me whatſoever. I again 
had a converſation with Colonel Thornton, and 
his apology was very full and fatisfatory. My 
having left the wall of the Caſtle-yard along 


ſome refreſhment, before Colonel Thornton 
made that part of his ſpeech relating to me, 
will, I hope, apologize for this intruſion. 
Earl Fa ucox ERG declared himſelf ambitious WW 
of the attention of ſo reſpectable and numerous 
a Meeting of the Freeholders of the County. 
Though a Peer of the Realm, he conſidered 
himſelf at liberty to expreſs his wiſhes to ſee 
the Repreſentation of the People put upon 4 
better footing, and alſo his confidence in thoſe 
who have now the honour ta be called to li 
Majeſty's Councils, and whom he is happy q 
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ſee enjoy the concurrent approbation of both 
the Crown and People. He congratulated the 
County upon a Repreſentative (Mr. Duncombe) 
whoſe integrity, ſolidity, attention, and judge- 
ment did honour to their choice, and whom he 
conſidered as a kind of balance to the defects of 
our Repreſentation. He abjured all Republican 
ideas; the example of 1658 however he thought 
deſerved attention ; for at that time Repreſenta- 
tives were added to the Counties, and alſo to 
the Commercial Towns. His Lordſhip then 
adrerted to the improvement of our revenues, 
in conſequence of the new laws and regulations 
to reſtrain the illicit practice of Smuggling z 
and affirmed that in the year 1784 the Cuſtoms 
had increaſed 400,000l. and the Exciſe no leſs 
than a million. He alſo declared that inſtead of 
being againſt us, Exchange was now eg and 9+ 
per cent. in our favour. Tea, which had been 
formerly ſmuggled into Britain by our enemies, 
with a view to diſtreſs us, and which had actually 
effected a loſs to the revenue of 2,000,000). per 
num, was now imported by our own Com- 
mercial Companies; by which means that ſum 
of a, ooo, oool. which would otherwiſe have gone 
to France, now flows into our own coffers under 
the conduct and auſpices of better Miniſters, 
whoſe views, extending beyond the little conſi- 


n 3 | 
hoſe Cerations of places and emoluments, comprehend 
hoch our Conſtitutional and Commercial Inte- 


telts; under the direction of that virtuous and 
. a able 


_ - — - 
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ſituations by the act of the Sovereign and ; 


a while, thoſe burdens which are unfortunatch, 


in the Weſt- Riding, will improve; the reſtraints 


occaſion for to work up that of their om 


344 1 


able Youtig Man, who not only is, but kay h 
proſpect of long continuing, the Miniſter of th 
Country. With ſo much good in view, ther. 
fore, and with perſons placed in reſponlil 


plauſe of the People, we ſhould bear as men, fir 


but neceffarily, laid upon us, Our refourcy 
thus increaſe, and our manufactures, particular 


on ſmuggling will fave to this Country that great . 
quantity of wool that has been carried out to WWoul 
our enemies the French, and which they uma 


nation, and conſequently prevent their being din 
our rivals in that branch of trade; our ſhipping 
will increaſe, and with it our Naval ſtrength. 
Let us then with a ſober patience for a little vi cor 
expect the benefits of theſe meaſures, and out 
confidence will be neceſſarily confirmed. 
Mr. R. S. Mines could not ſuppreſs his es 
tire ſatisfaction in ſeeing the preſent Meeting obat 
The conduct of the Frecholders, he obſerved Punt) 
had realized the public eſteem in which the tion 
were univerſally held. He expreſſed his highntle 
opinion of the preſent Miniſter ; but Kill re 
commended to them not to rely on any 
ſter, however well diſpoſed, but to place their! dif 
confidence only in that which, could not decay 
them, and muſt be laſting—a Reformation 
Parliament. What the conſequence of thei 
application 
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application to the ouſe of Commons would be 
he could not tell: he therefore urged them, at 
il events, to perſevere in this purſuit ; and de- 
red, that if they ſhould even be foiled now, 
hen the proſpect is ſo fair, it was his deter- 


e 
» 
f 
or. Wrvite. I will addreſs myſelf to you in 
„es words only.— As the County of Vork has 
even fo decided a part in favour of Parliament- 
Reformation, againſt every effort of a cor- 
at Whit Government to ſuppreſs their feelings, it 
uld be truly ſurpriſing if the Freeholders had 


ernment takes ſo decided a part in its favour. 


thoſe Gentlemen who ſigned the Requiſition, 
1d ſtill moreſo to the worthy High. Sheriff, who, 
y complying with their requeſt, has once more 
ren us an opportunity to declare our ſenti- 
ents upon the queſtion. 

The Petition before you has my hearty ap- 
bation ; it had alſo the approbation of the 
punty in two ſucceſſive Meetings; but unex- 
ptionable as it appears to me, there may be 
tlemen who are not yet fully convinced of 
propriety, though they have not riſen to ex- 
es their diſſent. The queſtion has been ſo 
7 diſcuſſed on former occaſions, and ſo much 
deen faid in favour of Reformation on the 


les of our Conſtitution, that I deſpair of be- 
| ing 


nined reſolution never to abandon the meaſure. - 


nained inactive on this occaſion, when Go- 
think, therefore, the County is much obliged. 


true grounds of Government, and the Prin- 


in that general view: I therefore wiſh to d 
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ing able to throw any new light on the fibj 


fine my obſervations to ſome recent fads th 
have happened ſince the laſt Petition was p 
ſented to Parliament, which ſeem to afford ne 
arguments for the meaſure, or to confirm 
ld. [oo fn T ein 
The late heavy burdens which have been 
avoidably impoſed on the public, preſent « 


ſtrong argument for Parliamentary Reformati ir: 
Five years ago this country, and the king to 
at large, groaning under the preſſure of calanigh | 
ſteod forward to petition Parliament for an (WY tle: 
conomical Reform, and very intelligibly im fer: 
its earneſt wiſh for the . diſcontinuance of dn 
American War. The ſenſe of the Country wil ter 
then very well underſtood. to be againſt H perl 
War: It was impoſlible Parliament could mii to a 
it; yet, from an improper leaning toward Platt 


Miniſter, Parliament refuſed to comply. 
war was therefore protracted for two jt 
more, at an expence exceeding #ifty Milla 
and dy this treachery to the Public a nec; on, 
was incurred for thoſe heavy burthens, wi 
have been impoſed by two ſucceſſive Ac 
niſtrations for the laſt two years. Parliam kat t 
therefore requires Reformation; for if iſh b. 
liament could ſupport a Miniſter in the prune 
cution of a war againſt the manifeſt ſenſ be 
the People, what reaſon have we to truſt 
future Farliaments may not ſupport 2 MH,. 
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in commencing a war againſt the ſenſe of the 
People. If the ſpirit of liberty, therefore, were 
extinct in this Country; if the People were 
dead to every ſenſe of their Conſtitutional 
Rights ;—yet, in an ceconomucal.view only, it 
would be their intereſt. to ſupport a Parliament- 
Reformation. } 3 

A ſtill Hronger argument ariſes out of the late 
Faſt-India Bill, and the diſputes conſequent upon 
it. By touching on this delicate ſubject, it is far 
from my intention to provoke a debate foreign 
to the queſtion before the Meeting; ſtill leſs do 
mean to give the ſmalleſt offence to thoſe Gen- 
emen who hold ſentiments on the ſubject dif- 
ferent from my own. I have experienced their 
andour on many occaſions; I reſpe& their ge- 
neral principles, and I hope I ſhall not give any 
perſonal - offence, as it is my purpoſe ſtudiouſly 
to avoid it. On the one hand Gentlemen com- 
plain, that the privileges of the Houſe of Com- 
mons have been violated by the Miniſter's ſtaying 
in office after that Houſe had declared its want 
of confidence in him ; they lament the fallen 
lignity of that Houſe ; they lament that it has 
oſt the ancient confidence of the Public. Ho-] 
this fact to be accounted for, but by admitting 
lat the ſuſpicion of Parliamentary Corruption 


if Ws become general? The nation knew, that in 
e Prumerous inſtances a few great Lords appointed 
ſenſe kei Deputies to ſit in that Houſe, and that 


bany more were returned to Parliament by the 
DL II. A a - little 
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Uttle venal Borou ghs. They felt themſtyg 
only the nominal Conſtituent of Parliament, 


and thence inferred, that no common * 


ſubſiſting between Parliament and the 


the Nation, Parliament might act a part 255 

oppoſite to the ſenſe and interèſt of the Nation 

And hence again the facility with Which the | 
Oppoſers of the India Bill impreſſed the Publ WW 
with the almoſt univerſal ſenſe of its dangeron Wi 
conſequence, and the neceſſity of ſupporting the Wil 1 
Miniſter of the Crown againſt an unfaithful bu. WW |: 
lament. - The confidence of the Nation, there WW » 
fore, can only be reſtored to Parliament by the it 
ſucceſs of the n which has been now p b 
poſed to you. On the other hand, many think Wi to 
the India Bill a meaſure big with the moll du. po 
gerous conſequences : By veſting the influenc I te 
of that great Commercial Company in à fe wo 
Ariſtocratical Perſonis, a new Power would hari of 
been created unknown to the Cy ſpe 
utterly ſubverſive of it; an Axiſtoer per 
have been formed, which, aided by th 1 Are 

of Bengal, would have been able, and perhap 
willing, to. degrade the Crown to the Sarg ceir 
and trample alſo the rights and privileges 
People under their feet. This danger is, 7 80 honc 
preſent, eſcaped ; but if the abuſes of Rep 
ſentation remain uncorrected, it may ; Wor 
again. Factious and corrupt majorities may l 
formed once more; againſt theſe therefore 


muſt guard: For if theſe ſhould at = 
: ucc 
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ſuceeed, the due balance of the : Conſtitution 
muſt be for ever overturned. There was a 
time when the danger of innovation was much 
inſiſted on by cool and cautious men; and 
it is not ſurptiſing, while menſures of [ſuch 
magnitude are agitated by private individuals 
only, or aſſemblies of the People, that fears ot 
this nature ſhould have their weight with men 
of moderate or timid tempers. Lhave the plea» 
ſure, however, to obſerve, that innovation is no 
longer conſidered but as a viſionary fear: For 
when the meaſure is taken up by Government 
itſelf ; when à plan of Reformation is 
by a Miniſter who has proved himſelf a-Friend 
to the Conſtitution in all its branches, it is im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that any change can be in- 
tended, by which the lawful Power of the Crown 
would be impaired, or the juſt and antient Rights 
uo the People bei invaded. The improved pro- 
ui ſpect of ſucceſs is another argument which ſtrongly 
perſuades the adoption of this meaſureʒ fdr vchen 
can a Petition be more ſeaſonable than at a time 
when there is every reaſon to believe it will re- 
ctive the ſupport even of Government itſeif ?— 
The Public is well apprized that I have. had the 
onour of having ſome communication with Mr. 
ritt; but what I ſay on this topic, I do not bring 
forward on any authority, but merely collect 
rom what is equally notorious to the Public as 
o myſelf. From the laſt clauſe in the King's 
dpeech, explained as it was by Mr. Pitt's com- 
Aaz ment. 


| L go 1]. 
ment upon it in the Houſe of Commons, it l 
manifeſt that the Cabinet does not diſapproye 
of Mr. Pitt's intention hone/tly and boldly, a: i 
Man and as a Minifter, to ſupport a Parliament. 
ary Reform, otherwiſe we ſhould have heard of | 
difſentions in the Cabinet; but this not having WW | 
been the caſe, it is {juſt to infer the probability Wl 
of their ſupport. Thus future factions and cor. 

rupt combinations of Men will be cut off, te 
Crown will be ſafe, and the People gratified iu 
their deareſt wiſh. Many other parts of the 
kingdom, I have no doubt, will concur in the 
Meaſures of this County; but if the People df 
England ſhould be ſo loſt to every ſenſe of jul 
policy, as to diſregard the fate of a queſtion, in 

which all their moſt valuable intereſts are in- 
yolved, the honour of having ſupported thit 
queſtion. to the laſt will belong excluſively to 
Yorkſhire, and the ſpirit of the Engliſh People 
at large muſt be acknowledged to be loſt, But 
I augur no ſuch ill you will be well followel 
by the nation—Parliament will take the meaſure 
from you—the Miniſter will preſs it upon Par 
liament—Repreſentation will be reformed—and 
the Conſtitution will be faved. 
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ON Saturday the 12th inſtant, at a general 
and very numerous Meeting of the Freemen 
and Inhabitants of the City of Vork, convened; 
in compliance with 2 Requiſition, by the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor at the Guildhall, a 
imilar Petition' was agreed to, and addreſſed 
« to the Honourable the Commons of Great- 
« Britain in Parliament aſſembled, and praying 
them to take into their moſt ſerious conſidera- 
« tion, the preſent inadequate Repreſentation 
«* of the People in Parliament, and to apply 
* ſuch remedy to that alarming evil as to them 
may ſeem meet. — Both in the County and 
City there prevailed the moſt perfect unanimity 
in the purſuit of this vaſt TIO re 
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ject of 2 Reform in the Repreſentation. of the 


L 7 ] 


Paper * | 

3:2, ( | 

Debate 4 the Houſe nde on Mondey th 

2584 Ee He 17855, en Motion by the Rig 
LTA Piræ, to amend the Regt 


| 5 7 the u in Parliament. N þ 
* 15 11˙ | 4 bt ' W 
maya een 12400 8 01 
R. Chancellor Pir roſe to call: the atten: v 


tion of the Houſe to the important ſub 


People. It was unneceffary for him to ſay how 
much tliis ſubject ought to engage the attention 
of Gentlemen, and how nearly it was connedted 
with every other intereſt which could be i impor- 
tant to Engliſhmen. 

In entering upon this ſubject, he aid, he wa 
aware of the diviſion of ſentiment, and of the 
pertinacity with which ſome men adhered to 


opinions inimical to every ſpecies of Reform. Wil itte 
But he roſe with hopes infinitely more ſanguin Wl we 
than he ever felt before, aud with hopes whic one 
he conceived to be rationally: and ſolidly founded us b 
There never was a moment when the minds d tion, 
Men were more enlightened on this intereſting to w 
topic than now; there never was a momem go v 
when they were more prepared for its diſcuflio there 
A great many objections which from time i not t 


time 
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time had been adduced againſt Reform, would 
not lie againſt the Propoſitions which he in- 
tended to ſubmit to the Houſe; and the queſtion 
was in truth new in all its ſhapes to the preſent 
Parliament. 

He was ſenfible of the difficulty which there 
was now, and ever mult be in propoſing a Plan 
of Reform. The number of Gentlemen who 
were hoſtile to Reform, were a phalanx which 
ought to give alarm to any individual upon 
filing to ſuggeſt ſuch a meaſure. Thoſe who, 
with a ſort of ſuperſtitious awe, reverence the 
Conſtitution ſo much as to be fearful of touch- 


I 


the WY ing even its defects, had always reprobated every 
ou WY attempt to purify 1 the Repreſentation. They ac- 
jo knowledged its inequality and corruption, but 
ied in their enthuſiaſm Er the grand fabric, they 


would not fuffer a reformer with unhallowed 
hands to repair the injuries which it ſuffered 
from time. Others, who'perceiving the defici- 
encies that had ariſen from circumſtances, were 
d to folicitous of their amendment, yet reliſted the 
on. attempt, under the argument, that when once 
vin ve had preſumed to touch the Conſtitution in 
one point, the awe which had heretofore kept 
back from the daring enterprize of innova- 

* „ ehe abate, and there was no foreſeeing 
to what alarmin g lengths we might progreſſively 
go under the 2 * of Reformation. Others 
there were, but for theſe he confeſſed he had 
not che ſame reſpect, who conſidered thè preſent 
A 2 4 ſtate 
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Rate of Repreſentation as pure and adequate to 
all its purpoſes, and perfectly conſiſtent with the 
firſt principles of Repreſentation. The fabric 
of the Houſe of Commons was an ancient pile, 
an which they had been all taught to look with 
reverence and awe: from their cradles they hid 
heen accuſtomed to view it as a pattern of pet. 0 
fection ; their anceſtors had enjoyed freedom 
and proſperity under it; and therefore an at. 
tempt to make any alterations in it, would he 
deemed by ſome enthuſiaſtic admirers of anti. 
quity, as impious and facrilegious. No one re 
verenced the venerable Fabric more than he did; 
but all mankind knew, that the beſt inſtitutions 
like human bodies, carried in themſelves the 
ſeeds of decay and corruption ; and therefore 
he thought himſelf juſtifiable in propoſing reme- 
dies againſt this corruption, which the frame of Wi cm; 
the Conſtitution muſt neceſſarily experience in N acc 
the lapſe of years, if not prevented by wiſe and BW «qu: 
judicious regulations. mea; 

To men who argued in this manner, he did che 
not preſume to addreſs his Propoſitions, for ſuch 
men he deſpaired of convincing ; , but he hat Bough 
well grounded hopes, that in What he ſhould This, 
offer to the Houſe, he ſhould be able to convince 
Gentlemen of the former deſcriptions, that tho to pri 
they had argued ſo ſtrongly againſt general and 
unexplained notions of Reform, their arguments 
would not weigh againſt the preciſe and explicit Wiluta, 
. Propoſition which it was his purpoſe to moo | 


r 
to them. The objection to Reform, under the 


his ſuggeſtion, for it was not an innovation on 


tion, Their objection to Reform, becauſe it 
might introduce habits of change and alteration, 
of which no man might foreſee the extent or 
termination, would be equally inapplicable 'to 
his Plan, for in his mind it would be complete 
and final. In his mind it would comprehend 
all that a rational reformer would think it ne- 
ceſſary now or at any time to do, and would 
therefore give'no licenſe to future or more ex- 


tion of the number of Members compoling the 
Houſe ought at any time to be fuffered—and that 
no Reform of the Repreſentation in what was 
emphatically called the corrupt parts ought to be 
accompliſhed by an a& of Power, would be 
equally inapplicable—for, by his Propoſition, he 
meant to lay it down as a firſt principle, that 
the number of the Houſe ought to Temain the 
uch ame, and that the Reform of decayed Boroughs 
hal Wh ought not to proceed on disfranchiſement.— 
wid This, he faid, was the third effort made by him, 
Ince he had the honour of a ſeat in Parliament, 
to prevail upon the Legiſlature to adopt a. Re- 
torm in the Repreſentation of the People. He 
ad twice failed in his endeavours to effect this 
llutary purpoſe, and yet he was not diſcouraged 
rom renewing them this day: he was encou- 


raged 


idea of innovation, would not hold good againſt 
any known and clear principle of the Conftitu. 


tenſive ſchemes. The argument, that no altera- ' 
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raged by two circumſtances which. he had not 
in bis favour on the former occaſions. The | 
Reform which he now meant to propoſe, was 
more conſiſtent with the views of the beſt and 
moſt moderate men; and this was a new Houſe 

of Commons, that had never been conſulted on V 
the ſubject of Reform, and conſequently had I 
not, like the two laſt, negatived a Propoſition 
made for introducing it. Therefore, though 
the ſubje& might be thought ſtale by the Public, 
as it had been ſo frequently debated, it was per- 
ſectly new to the Houſe of Commons which he 
had then the honour to addreſs, in which i it had 
never yet been debated. 

That gentlemen ſhould have ſet themſelves 
againſt general and unqualified notions of Re- 
form he did not much wonder ; and that they 
ſhould be ſtill more inimical to 'the Vague, itt- 
practicable, and inconcluſive chimeras, whick 
had been thrown out at different times by dit 
ferent reformers, he. was not aſtoniſhed. Re 
verencing the Conſtitution, and feeling all the 
pride of an Engliſhman on the experience of its 
beauty, even with all its blemiſhes, it was 10 
wonder that Gentlemen ſhould be alarmed a 
ſuggeſtions which were founded on no principe 
and which admitted of no limit. But thert 
were certain Propoſitions, in which he had re 
ſon to think that all men muſt coincide. 

If there were any ſpecific means of purifyit 
the ſtate of Repreſentation on its firſt principt: 


without 


- -- 4 8. i tra rod 


E N 4 
without danger of altering the fabric, and with. 
out leaving it either in uncertainty or diſorder, 
ſuch means ought, with becoming cannon, o 
be uſed. [+ 

On this clear and indiſputable Propoltin i | 

vas chat he withed to go. It was becauſe he 
magined that a Plan might be formed, conge- 
nal with the firſt principles of. Repreſentation, 
which would reform the preſent inadequate 
fate, and provide in all future times for as ade- 
quate and perfect, a ſtate of Repreſentation as 
they could expect to arrive at in the preſent 
circumſtances of the country. He was aware, 
when he ſpoke in this manner, that the idea of 
general and complete Repreſentation, ſo as to 
comprehend every individual, and give him his 
perſonal ſhare in the Legiſlature of the country, 
was 2 incompatible with the population 
nd ſtate of the kingdom. The practicable de- 
fnition of what the popular branch of our Le- 
gillature was at this day, he took to be preciſely 
mis: — “ An Aſſembly freely elected, between 
whom and the maſs of the Panto there was the 
cloſeſt union and moſt perfect ſympathy.” Such 
an Houſe of Commons it was the purpoſe of the 
Conſtitution originally to erect, and ſuch an 
Houſe of Commons it was the wiſh of every 
reformer now to eſtabliſh, oſe who went 
father -thoſe who went to ideas of individual 
nnn e nie with im- 
poſſibilities 


L 378 ] 
poſſibilities; and took. the attention of the Pub. 
lic from that ſober and practicable path in which 
they might travel ſafely and with eaſe, to launch 
them into an unbounded ſea, where they had 
no pilot to direct, and no ſtar to guide'them, 

Solicitous as he was of Reform, he never 
could countenance vague and unlimited notions, 
It was his wiſh to ſee the Houſe adopt a ſober 
and practicable ſcheme, which ſhould have for 
| Its baſis the original principle of Repreſentation, ti. 
and ſhould produce the object which every lover ft 
of our Conſtitution muſt have in view, a Houſe Wl "! 
of Commons between whom and the People BW ** 
there ſhould exiſt the ſame intereſt and the'moſt 
perfect fympathy and union. It was- his pur. 
poſe to ſee an arrangement made, which, while 
it corrected the preſent inadequate ſtate of Re. 
_ preſentation, ſhould keep it adequate when 

made ſo, and ſhould give to the Conſtitution 
purity, conſiſtency, and, if. poſſible, immortality. 
Such was the ſanguine idea which he entertained 
from his project, and ſuch he truſted would be 
the ſentiment of the Houſe upon its expoſition, 
Whatever argument might be adduced againl 
its practicability, and what againſt its expedi- 
ency, he truſted that the old argument of in. 
novation would not be alledged. As he had 
faid it was not an innovation, and he was ſure 


that Gentlemen would agree with him in this princ; 
ſentiment, when they turned their eyes with 


him back to the earlieſt periods of our * 
| an 


= 


and traced the practice. of our anceſtors in the 
pureſt days. 

He — it on ſuch a review, as one of 
the moſt indiſputable doctrines of antiquity, 
that the ſtate of Repreſentation was to be 
changed with the change of circumſtances. As 
far back as the period of the reign of Edward I. 
which was the firſt time when they could trace 
diſtinct deſcriptions of men in the Repreſenta · 
tion, the doctrine of change was clearly under- 
ſtood, The Counties were not uniform; the 
number of Members was frequently varied; ; 
and from that period to the reign of Charles IL 
there were few reigns in which Repreſentation 
was not varied, and'in which it did not under- 
go diminutions or fluctuations of ſome kind or 
other. Thoſe changes were owing to the diſ- 
cretion which was left in the Executive Branches 
of the Legiſlature, to ſummon or not to ſum- 
mon whom they pleaſed to Parliament. The 
Executive Branch of the Legiſlature was veſted 
with this diſcretion on no other principle, than 
that the places which might for the time being, 
have ſuch a ſhare in the general ſcale of the 
Teople, as ſhould entitle them, or rather ſubject 
them to the duty of ſending Members to the 
Repreſentative Body, might be appointed to 
do ſo, In this very diſcretionary Power the 
principle of alteration was viſible, and it mani- 
eſted the. original notion which our forefathers 
lad of Repreſentation to be this: That whereas 

it 
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it was impoſlible that every individual of a po. 


pulous country could make choice of a 
ſentative, the taſk ſhould: be committed 0 
ſuch Bodies of Men as might be collected tog. 
ther in communities in the ſeveral diſtricts of 
the kingdom: —and as ſuch communities mul 
from their nature be fluctuating and moveable, 
that the Crown ſhould have the diſcretion d 
pointing out which of them were proper fron 
their ſize and ſcale to execute this duty for the 
reſt. Every man muſt acknowledge that to 
have exerciſed this diſcretion otherwiſe than 
ſoundly, muſt have been a high grievance; and 
he needed not to ſay that if it were now veſted 
in the Crown, and that Miniſters might fix on 
fuch places as they pleaſed for the choice d 
Members, there was not a man in England who 
would not conſider the Liberties of his Country 
as extinguiſhed. Such diſcretion, however, did 
exiſt, and he mentioned it to ſhew, that Prin 
ciples in Repreſentation had been departed from, 
and had their exiſtence no longer. The argv 
ment againſt change was an argument again 
the experience of every period of our hiſtory. 
There had not been of late any addition to the 
County ſhare in the Repreſentation, except it- 
deed of the Palatines, of the Principality d 
Wales, and of another addition which had been 
made ſince the period at which it was common 
to ſay that our Conſtitution was fixed, the Re 
2 f 0 volution, 
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yolution, namely, the addition of all that part 
of the united kingdom called Scotland. | 
But in the Borough Repreſentation the changes 
had been infinitely more common. Gentlemen 
had undoubtedly read, that 'of the Boroughs 
which uſed formerly to ſend Members to Par- 
lament, ſeventy-two had been disfranchiſed, 
that was to ſay, that the Crown had ceaſed to 
ſummon them at General Elections to return 
Burgeſſes to the Houſe of Commons. After the 
Reſtoration, thirty-fix of theſe Boroughs peti- 
tioned Parliament to be reſtored-to the exercife 
of their ancient franchiſe ; their prayer was 
granted ; and to this OY continued to 
enjoy it. But the other thirty-ſix not having 
preſented any Petition on the ſubject, had not 
recovered their loſt franchiſe. Upon this' he 
would be bold to ſay, that conſidering the re- 
ſoration of the former, and the continued de- 
privation of the latter, the ſpirit of the Con- 
ſtitution had been groſsly violated, if it was 
true, (but which he denied) that the extenſion 
to one ſet of Boroughs of the franchiſe of re. 
turning Members to Parliament, and the reſump- 
tion of it from others, was a violation of the 
Conſtitution : for if the numbers could not ori- 
ginally have been conſtitutionally increaſed, fo 
they could not conſtitutionally have been dimi. 
nined: but having been once diminiſhed, to 
reſtore them might by ſome be ſaid to make an 
innovation : and if the Parliament had any au- 
- thority 
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thority to reſtore the franchiſe, the Principle of 
Reſtoration ought to have been extended to the 
ſeventy-two Boroughs, and not confined to one 
half of them. Here then it appeared manifeſt; 
that the whole was governed by a principle 
which militated directly againſt the modern doc. 
trine, that to do what had been conſtantly done 
for ages, by the wiſeſt of our anceſtors, was to 
Innovate upon the Conſtitution. The ſeventy. 
two Boroughs in queſtion had diſcontinued ty 
return Members, becauſe they had fallen into 
decay. Thirty-ſix of them afterwards recovered 
their franchiſe, when they recovered their former 
wealth and population; but the other thirty-ſix 
not having renovated their former vigour and 
conſequence in the State, remained to this day 
deprived of the franchiſe which had been taken 
from them, when they loſt the wealth and popu- 
lation, on account of which they had originally 

obtained it, | | 
Why then was there a greater objection to 
any change in the Repreſentation of certain Bo 
roughs now than there had been in former pe. 
riods ? Why were they more ſacred now than 
the thirty-ſix Boroughs which had been dif 
franchiſed, and which now had no ſhare in the 
Repreſentation of the Country ? The arguments 
that influenced Gentlemen Againſt any change 
now, would have equally operated againſt the 
thirty-ſix Boroughs. which had from time to 
time been extinguiſhed, as well as againſt . 
e 
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ame number, which having been aboliſhed, 
vere, from a change of their circumſtances, te: 
"ated in their privilege. In thoſe earlier pe- 
ods, ſuch was the notion of Repreſentation, 
that as one Borough decayed, and anotlier aroſe, 
the one was aboliſhed, and the other inveſted 
rith the right; and alterations toak place from 
accident or caprice, which, however, ſo far as 
they went, ſtood: good and valid. The alter- 
ations were not made by Principle t they did 
jot ariſe from any fixed rule laid down and in 
at notion which gave the diſcretionary Power 
o the Crown, viz. that the principal places, and 
ot the decayed Boroughs, ſhould be called 
pon to exerciſe tlie Right of Election 


Gy He contended, therefore, that the fame notion 
\ 221d now prevail, but that it ſhould be reſcus 
ay d from that accident and caprice in which it 


ad before been involved — that the alteration 
nould be made on principle and that they 
bould eſtabliſh this as a clear and eternal axiom 


— | Repreſentation — that it ſhould always be the 
8 ame tat it ſhould not depend upon locality 


name, but upon number and condition, and 
ut a ſtandard ſhould be fixed for its ſize. He 
ould ſubmit to the world which of the two 
ere moſt anxious for the preſervation of the 
nginal Principle of the Conſtitution, he who 
% for maintaining the exterior and name of 
epreſentation, when the ſubſtance was gone, 


© he who, preferring the ſubſtance and reality 
VL II. Bb of 
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of Repreſentation to the name and exterior, wy 
ſolicitous of changing its ſeat from one part d 
the Country to another, as one place might 
flouriſh and another decay. It was his ide 
that if they could deduce any good Principls 
from theory, and apply them to practice, it wy 
their duty h do ſo. It was then the theor, 
and it had been the practice in all times to ad 
the Repreſentation to the ſtate of the Country; 
and this was exactly what it was his intention 
to recommend to the Houſe. Now and in il 
future time to adapt the Repreſentation to the 
ſtate of the Country, was the idea of Reforn 
which he entertained. | n 

Perhaps Gentlemen would be apt to exchin 
that this contradicted the declaration with whid 
he ſet out, viz. that the plan which he meant u 
propoſe would be final and complete. Whe 
they came, however, to hear the whole of hi 
idea, he truſted they would find that his Prop 
ſition had in view not only an immediate R 
form, but that it comprehended an arrangement 
which muſt operate in all future time, and pre 
vide for the changes which in the nature d 
things muſt inceflantly ariſe in a country I 
Britain, He wiſhed to eſtabliſh a permanent 
rule to operate like the diſcretion out of whid 
our preſent Conſtitution had ſprung. That d 
cretion would be very improper to exiſt nov 
though in ruder times it was not ſo dangerot 
when Repreſentation was rather a burden that 
a privilege, rather a duty than an object 0 
5 ambition 
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ambition. For that diſcretion he was no advos 
zu ate; but he wiſhed to remind Gentlemen, that 
i OY a. diſcretionary power had never been wreſted 
igit from the hands of the Executive Branch of the 
an Legidature, and that to this day there exiſted 
apa but the act of Union to prevent the Crown from 
. ing to or diminiſhing the number of that 
"BY Houſe, By the act of Union the proportionate 
da numbers for the two parts of the kingdom were 
wn ed, and from the date of that act, but not 
| till that act, the diſcretion of the Crown was at 

an end, 
The argument of withſtanding all Reforma- 
"UW tion, from the fear of the ill conſequences that 
might enſue, made Gentlemen come to a ſort of 
compromiſe with themſelves. © We are ſenſible 
of certain defects; we feel certain inconveni · 
ences in the preſent ſtate of Repreſentation z 
but fearing that we may make it worſe by al- 
teration, we will be content with it ad it is.“ 
This was a ſort of argument to which he could 
not give his countenance. If Gentlemen had at 
al times been content with this ſort of average, 
the nation would have loſt much of that excel- 
lence. of which our Conſtitution now had to 


of the Conſtitution was the fruit of conſtant 
improvement? To prove this fact required but 
little illuſtration, It was, for inſtance, a firſt 
principle in our Conſtitution, that Parliament 
ſhould meet as frequently as the exigencies of 
the * ſhould require. This was a clear 

| ws © principle 


1 
| 
| 
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boaſt, Who would ſay but that the excellenee 


calling a Parliament, that the Sheriffs of the i c 
Counties ſhould not direct fuch Boroughs u: 
ſend Members as were ſo utterly ruined as 


ranny) becauſe it would ſhew, that whatere 


8 3 
principle, but the were not fixed 
Practice, however, had improved on this prin. 
ciple, nM ORIEL 
ment ſhould annually meet. 

Something like that which he meant now tg 
recommend, did take plate in very eafly pe 
riods of our hiſtory. It was remarkable that 
James I. with all his high notions of. diſcretion. 
ary power, ſtated, in his firſt Proclamation fit 


tl 

be incapable or unintitled to contribute ther te 
ſhare to the Repreſentation' of the - Country, ſt! 
Another period of. our hiſtory, which, what. rc 
ever objection he might have to the genen : 
I 


; principles, had given riſe to many ſalutary law; 
he meant in the days of Cromwell; it was & 


clared by the Protector that there ſhould be 1 
greater proportion of Knights than of Burꝑeſe 
in the Houſe of Commons. He mentioned th 
authority, for which, as he had faid, he had, i 
the general, no great reverence, (whoſe Opp 
ſition to Charles I. began in licentiouſneſs, anc 
proceeded, as licentiouſneſs always did, to 


was his general reſpe& for the Conſtitution d 
the Country, he clearly ſhewed that he thought 
Repreſentation ſhould be proportioned to ti 
People repreſented. Lord Clarendon, in ſpeal 
ing of the Plan of Cromwell, had ſaid, and! 


was to be found EAT: $a, 6e That it 
« worth 
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-( vorthy of a more warrantable authority, and 
rin. « of better times.” From theſe circumſtances, 
ria he thought that a doubt could not be left on 
| the mind, but that it always had been the prin- 
x to BY ciple of Repreſentation that it ſhould change 
pe with the changes which the country might en- 
that dure, and that it ſhould not be merely confined, 
ion. BY he had faid, to exterior and locality. - 
1 for Feeling , therefore, that this was the clear prin- 
the WY ciple of — he begged the Houſe to 
+ to WJ tcmember, that he had told them in the outſet 
2s (oY that his Plan was free from the objection of al- 
ther tering the number of the Houſe, and alſo from 
ntry. the objection of making any change in, the Bo- 
rhat WY roughs by disfranchiſement: his Plan conliſted 


se firſt was calculated to procure an early, if 
be not an immediate change of the Repreſentation 
of the Boroughs; and the ſecond was intended 
to eſtabliſh a rule, by which the Repreſentation 
ſhould change with the changes of the Country. 
lt was the clear and determined opinion of every 
ſpeculatiſt, that there ſhould be an alteration' of 
the preſent proportion between the Counties 
and Boroughs, and that in the change, a larger 
proportion of Members ſhould be given for the 
populous places, than for places that neither had 
property nor people. 

It was therefore his intention to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, to provide, That the Members of a cer- 
Bb 3 tain 
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Counties, beginning with thoſe that ſtood in the 


— — 
— 
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the bufinefs, he imagined that the Houſe would 


tlemen muſt be aware that a voluntary appli 
' tio 
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tain number of Boroughs of the laſt deſcription, 
that is, of Boroughs decayed, ſhould be diftr. 
buted among the Counties. He would tale 
the criterion, by which he ſhould judge what 
Boroughs were decayed, from the number 0 
houſes; and this was a mode of judgement which 
was not liable to error, and which he conceived 
to be perfectly conſiſtent with the original prin. 
ciple of Repreſentation. He ſhould 
that theſe Members ſhould be transferred to the 


greateſt need of addition. The nature of ſug 
a Reform as this was in its nature limited; for, 
if once the ſtandard for the loweſt County ws 
fixed, the proportion for all muſt be the fame 
and it would be impoſſible to add more for any 
one County than for the reſt. In this view d 


agree with him in thinking that there were 
about thirty-ſix Boroughs ſo decayed, as 0 
come within the ſcheme of ſuch an operation, 
Seventy-two would therefore be the number of 
Members to be added to the Counties in ſuch 
proportion as the wiſdom of Parliament migit 
direct, and this namber it was his intention to 
propoſe ſhould be fixed and unalterable. The 
operation muſt be gradual, as he intended that 
the Boroughs ſhould be disfranchiſed on their 
own voluntary application to Parliament. Gen 


on, 
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tion to Parliament was not to be expected with- 
out an adequate conſideration being given to 


the Boroughs; and he truſted that Gentlemen 
would not ſtart at the idea of ſuch a conſidera- 


tion being provided for. A Reform could only 
be brought about by two means by an act of 
power, or by an adequate conſideration which 
might induce bodies or individuals to part with 
rights which they conſidered as aſpecies of valuable 
inheritance, or of perſonal property. To a Re- 
form by violence he, and he was ſenſible many 
others, had an infurmountable objection; but he 
conſidered a Reform in the Repreſentation of 
the People an object of ſuch value and import- 
ance, that he did not heſitate in his own-mind 
to propoſe and to recommend to the Houſe the 


eſtabliſhment of a fund for the purpoſe of pur- 


chaſing the franchiſe of ſuch Boroughs as might 


be induced to accept of it under the circum- | 


ſtances which he had mentioned. - 

It might be aſked what the conſideration 
could be for ſuch a franchiſe. He knew: there 
was a ſort of ſqueamiſh. and maiden coyne(s 
about the Houſe in talking on this ſubject; they 
were not very ready to talk in that Houſe on 
what, at the ſame time it was pretty well under- 
ſtood, out of doors they had no great objection 
to negociate, the purchaſe and the ſale of ſeats. 
But he would fairly aſk Gentlemen, if theſe ſorts 
of franchiſes were not capable of being appre- 
cated? and whether, notwithſtanding all the 

Bb 4 proud 


done if ſituated in any other place, however 
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proud boaſt of its being an inſult to an Engliſh, 
man to aſk him to ſell his invaluable franchiſe, 
there were not abundance . of: places, where, 
without imputing immorality to any individual, 
ſuch franchiſes might not be purchaſed ? Could 
it not be proved that in this Country eſtates ſo 
ſituated as to command an influence in ade. 
cayed or depopulated Borough, and to have the 
power of returning two Members to Parliament, 
fold for. more. money than they would have 
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haxuriant the ſoil might be, however produdtive 
its harveſts, unleſs its harveſts:could occaſionally 
produce a couple of Members, its intrinſic value 
was leſs. There were many reaſons why men 
might be induced to ſurrender: this franchiſe; 


in ſome inſtances, where the right of returning 


t 
Members was attached to the poſſeſſion of an f 
eſtate, and where it might be confidered as m th 
inheritance, giving to the poſſeſſor the power if 
of doing ſo much good to his country, he might Wh ao 
warrantably and honourably accept of a valuable BW ix 
conſideration, ſince by the uſe of the equivalent Wh the 
he might be equally ſerviceable to the commu. Wir: 
nity. In ſome inſtances, perſons enjoyed the Wi the 
franchiſe in conſequence of a life right, and en- fh 
joying it only for their lives, intereſt would n- WF nl 
turally induce them to accept of a conſideration; n 
others enjoyed it by a ſtill more temporary ud 
tenure, merely by the circumſtance of local re- o f 
ſidence, and to them therefore it muſt be an ur 
| opportunity WM. 


C392 ] 


opportunity which they will covet to embrace. 
Viewing the matter, therefore, in theſe points 
of view he had no doubt, in his own mind, but 
that the Boroughs to which he alluded would 
voluntarily ſurrender their. franchiſe to Parlia- 
ment on ſuch conſideration being given. He 
ſhould propoſe that the fund to be eſtabliſhed 
ould be divided into two parts, and that it 
ſhould be ſtipulated that a larger ſum ſhould be 
given for perpetuities than for temporary rights. 
He had ſtated before, he ſaid, that this operation 
would not be immediate, at leaſt to the full ex- 
tent ; but he had reaſon to believe that it would 
neither be low nor diſtant, | 
The ſecond part of his plan was to provide, 
that after the full and final operation of the firſt 
propoſition, that is, after the extinction of 
thirty- ſix Boroughs, and the transference of 
their Members to- the County Repreſentation, 
if there ſtill ſhould remain any Borough ſo ſmall 
ad ſo decayed as to fall within the ſize to be 


ſhould ſtill have it in its power to ſurrender its 
franchiſe on an adequate conſideration, and that 
the right of ſending the Members to Parliament 
ſhould be transferred to ſuch populous and flou· 
niking Towns. as might deſire to enjoy the 
nght, and that this rule ſhould remain good, 
ad operate in all future time, and be applied 
to fuch Boroughs as in the fluctuating ſtate of a 


manufacturing and commercial kingdom might 
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fixed on by Parliament, that ſuch Borough 
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into condition in another. Theſe 
taken together, comprehended what heconcelyed 


vations, and that when once involvegein change, 
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fall into decay in one part of the Country, and tit 


to be a final and complete ſyſtem, and which 
would eaſe the minds of Gentlemen with reſped 
to any future ſcheme of Reform beingattempted, 
or being neceſſary. This was not à plan df 
Reform either fluctuating or changeable. l 
was not ſubject to the argument, that the fiir. 
ring this queſtion would lead to endleſs inno- 


there was no foreſeeing where we might ſtop; 
nor was it ſubje& to the objectipn that it wa 
an innovation ; for he had very much failed in 
making his own ideas intelligible to the Houſe, 
if he had not ſhewn them that it was a plan in 
every reſpect congenial, not only with the firſt 
principle, but with the uniform practice of the 
Conſtitution. Theſe arguments, therefore, he 
truſted, would not be brought againſt his plan, 
The argument, whether his propoſitions were 
practicable, whether they were ſuſceptible of u 


eaſy and early execution, he ſhould be happy to Les 
hear and to diſcuſs. But all the arguments thit of | 
had from time to time been brought againſt gene- Ne 

oe 


ral and unexplained notions, as they were not ap 
plicable, he truſted they would not be adduced 
He anticipated ſeveral objections, which, when 
the propoſitions came to be diſcuſſed in the de 
tail, he ſhould be happy to meet and to combat 
The firſt, he ſuppoſed, would be the argumen 
0 
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of the expence; certainly it would always be 
wiſe and proper for that Houſe to guard againſt 
wild and chimerical ſchemes and ſpeculations, 
which might involve their Conſtituents in addi- 
tional burdens ; but he did not believe that in 
z matter ſo dear and important to Engliſhmen, 
they would be intimidated from embracing it 
by the circumſtance of the coſt. © He conceived 
it to be above price: it was a thing which the 
people of England could not purchaſe too highly. 


Let Gentlemen ſet the queſtion in its proper 


point of view ; let them oppoſe to the expence, 
however great, the probable, and indeed the al- 
moſt certain, advantages to accrue from it, 'and 
then they would ſee how little the argument of 
economy ought to weigh againſt the purifica- 
tion of the popular branch of the Legiſlature. 
If there always had been a Houſe of Commons 
who were the faithful ſtewards of the intereſts 
of their Country, the diligent checks on the 
Adminiſtration of the finances, the Conſtitu- 
tional adviſers of the Executive Branch of the 
Legiſlature, the ſteady and uninfluenced friends 
of the People, he aſked, if the burdens which 
the Conſtituents of that Houſe were now doomed 
to endure, would have been incurred? Would 
the People of England have ſuffered the cala- 
mities to which they had lately been made ſub- 
ect? And feeling this great and melancholy 
truth, would they conſider the diveſtment of 
iy ſum as an object, when, by doing ſo, ſuch 
La a 
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did not, therefore, think that the argument of 


have much weight. He did not believe that the 
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a Houſe of Commons might be aſcertained? He 


the expence would be much inſiſted on, nor in, 
deed would the expence be ſo great as, on the 
firſt bluſh of the matter, 5 might b 
apt to imagine, + 

Another objection that be foreſaw was, that 
the operation would be but gradual, and its ful 
and final accompliſhment at leaſt be diſtant,— 
This, however, was not an objection that could 


operation would either be flow or very diſtant; 
he had ſtated to the Houſe ſeveral reaſons, to 
ſhew that the different deſcriptions of men 
would have an intereſt in accepting the condi 
tions to be offered by Parliament ; and in the 
fluctuating ſtate of property, and in the almoſt 
conſtant neceſſities of men, he argued like amat 
of the world in ſaying, that the offer of the Wl tic 
conſideration would from time to time be irre- Wl tw 
ſiſtible. He was ſanguine perhaps in ſaying pr. 
that, before next Parliament, the benefit of this ¶ anc 
plan might be felt, and in the mean time, ti vo 
objection of the plan being gradual, would be the 
Jeſs regarded, from the confidence which tie der 
People of England had in their preſent Repte 
ſentatives. They would wait with patience for 
the operation of this arrangement, from the 
confidence which they had in the truth and 
character of the preſent Parliament. It wa 
elected under aircumſtances which made it de: 
10 
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to Engliſhmenz it had not yet forfeited the 
confidence of the Country; and he was war- 
ranted in ſaying, that, with ſuch a Houſe of 
Commons, the Conſtituent Body would not be 


eager for the immediate accompany of this 
Reform. 
He Gid; that ln the propaled change -of Re: 
preſentation, and in adding feventy-two Mem- 
ders to the Counties, he f in the proper 
to mention, that it was his wiſh to add to 
the number of the Electors in thoſe Counties. 
There was no good reaſon why Copyholders 
hould not be admitted to the exerciſe of the 
franchiſe as well as Freeholders. There pro- 
was as ſecure, and, indeed, in ſome in- 
ſtances, more ſo than that of the Freeholders ; 
ind fuch an acceflion to che Body of EleQors 
would give an additional energy to Repreſenta- 
tion, He conceived that the addition of ſeventy- 
two Members would be as much as it would be 
proper to give to the proportion between County 
ind Borough. Theſe ſeventy-two Members 
would be divided between' the Counties, and 
the Metropolis, as nothing could be more evi- 
dent than that the Cities of London and Weſt- 
nunſter; as well as the Counties, had a very in- 
adequate ſhare in the Repreſentation of the 
kingdom. To give to the Counties and the 
Metropolis a greater addition than ſeventy- two 
Members, or thereabouts, S | 
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of introducing diſorders into the election more 
injurious than even its preſent in 5 

He needed not, he believed, to enumerate the 
arguments that preſented themſelves to his ming 
in favour of a Reform. Every Gentleman who 
had taken pains to inveſtigate the ſubject, muſt 
ſee that it was moſt materially wanted. 0 
conquer the corruption that exiſted in thoſe de. 
cayed Boroughs, he believed that Gentlemen 
would acknowledge to be impoſſible. - The 
temptation were too great for poverty to reliſh 
and the conſequence of this corruption was ſo 
viſible, that ſome Plan of Reforming the Bo. 
roughs had clearly become abſolutely 
In times of calamity and giſtreſs, how truly im. 
portant was it to the People of this Cou 
that the Houſe of Commons ſhould ſympathiſe 
with themſelves, and that their intereſts ſhould 
be indiſſoluble ? It was moſt material that the 
People ſhould have confidence in their om 
branch of the Legiſlature ; the force of the Con. 
ſtitution, as well as its beauty, depended on that ; 
confidence, and on the union and ſympathy 4 
which exiſted between the Conſtituent and Re be 
preſentative. The ſource of our glory and the | 
muſcles of our ſtrength were the pure characte 
of Freedom, which our Conſtitution bore, To 
leſſen that character, to taint it, was to take 
from our vitals a part of their vigour, and tc 
leſſen not only our importance but our enery 
with our neighbours. 
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It we looked back to our hiſtory, we ſhould 
ind that the brighteſt periods of its glory and 
triumph were thoſe in which the Houſe of Com- 
mons had the moſt complete confidence in their 
Miniſters, and the People of England the moſt 
complete confidence in the Houſe of Commons; 
The purity of Repreſentation was the only true 
and permanent ſource of ſuch confidence; for 
though occaſionally bright characters had ariſen, 
who, in ſpite of the general corruption and de- 
pravity of the day in which they lived, had 
manifeſted the ſuperior influence of integrity 
and virtue, and had forced both Parliament and 
People to countenance their Adminiſtration 
yet it would be unwiſe for the People of England 
to leave their fate to the chance of ſuch cha- 
raters often ariſing, when prudence muſt diQate 
that the certain way of ſecuring their properties 
and freedom was to purify the ſources of Re- 
preſentation, and to eſtabliſh that ſtri& relation 
between themſelves and the Houſe of Commons 
which it was the original idea of the Conſtitu- 
tion to create. He hoped that the Plan which 
be had mentioned was likely to re-eſtabliſh ſuch 
arelation z and he recommended to Gentlemen 
not to ſuffer their minds to be alarmed: by un- 
neceſſary fears. Nothing was ſo hurtful to im- 
provement as the fear of being carried farther 
lan the principle on which a perſon ſet out. 

It was common for Gentlemen to reaſon with 
themſelves, and to ſay that they would have no 
ps objection 
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objection to go ſo far, and no farther, if they 
—— that in countenancing the firſt ſteg, 
ight not either be led themſelves, or lead 
others farther than they intended to go. $ 
much they were apt to ſay was right—ſo fit 
they would go of ſuch 4 ſcheme they approy. 
ed - but fearing that it might be carried too far 
they deſiſted from doing even what they con. 
ceived to be proper. He deprecated this con 
duct, and hoped that Gentlemen would come 
to the conſideration of this buſineſs, without 
| fearing that it would lead to conſequences that WW'" 
would either ruin or alarm us. He begged e 
pardon ſor having troubled the Houſe ſo long 
he wiſhed to put them in poſſeſſion of all li" 
ideas on this important ſubject, though he ww" 
aware, that until the matter came to be argued 
in the detail, it was impoſſible for him to foreſa 
all the. objections that might be ſtarted. He 
ſhould therefore conclude for the preſent with 
moving, „eta N 
That leave be given to bring in a bill gif" 
« amend the Repreſentation of the People a 
England in Parliament.” 7 * BY 
Mr. Duncomss roſe to ſecond the motio! 
He faid, that if after the ſenſe of the People . 
the ſubject of Reform, had been ſo clearly alcergny”” © 
tained, the Miniſter had not come forward fur 
propoſed ſome meaſure upon the ſubject, 
muſt have expetted but a ſmall ſhare in futu 
of that grace and confidence at the hands of tl 
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Conflituent Body, which was in fact a Miniſter's * 
beſt ſupport, | It was a new and intereſting ob- 
ject, he ſaid, to fee the Miniſter of the Crown 
— forth in this zealous and patriotic man- 
ner, the advocate of the People, The meafure 
which had been propoſed fully and compleatly 
met his ideas and thoſe of his Conſtituents; and 
it anſwered the ſolicitude of the People ſo per- 
feftly, that he ſhould conſider himſelf as highly 
unworthy of his ſituation, as one of their Re- 
reſentatives, if he ſatisſied himſelf with a ſilent 
wote on the occaſion. He paid many compli- 
ments to the Author of the Propoſitions, and 
d, they were what had been long and ardently 
wire by all the true lovers of the Conſtitution; 
men grounds he roſe to ſecond the 
Mr. Powys thought the queſtion of the higheſt 
oſible importance, but not on the principles of 
be Right Honourable Gentleman; for it was 
10 longer a meaſure propoſed by any of the in- 
ividuals in the Houſe, but by the government 
the country. Miniſters had owned it: and 
> Houſe were now to determine, whether they 
ere to acquieſce in this miniſterial effort to 
ter the Conſtitution, or from reſpect to their 
n dignity, to reje& that which was only con- 
ure for what they felt to be fact. He ſaid, 
de Right Honourable Gentleman had, with his 
ul elegance and force of expreſſion, pro- 
Muncec 2 funeral oration on the Conſtitution 
.. u. Ce of 
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of his country, which, however, he celebrated 
as the moſt excellent in the world, as the en 
and perfection of human wiſdom, but which xt 
the ſame time he conſigned to a mere immor. 
tality of fame by putting an end to its preſent 
exiſtence, Thus that form of Repreſentation 
which had now laſted and operated to gener: 
and palpable advantage, and been the conſtant 
boaſt of Engliſhmen, was, notwithſtanding, the 
object of the Honourable Gentleman's jealouſy 
and miftruſt. Confidence in this very object,: 
found and operative love of the Conſtitution, 
had, in the beſt and greateſt men, in the mo 
proſperous and pureſt times, produced effet; 
which we could never forget. Zeal was, per. 
haps, an effential characteriſtic in reformers. He 
was willing for one to give the Right Honours, 
ble Gentleman full credit for the earneſtneſs and 
ſolemnity with which he had brought forwad 
the Plan of Reform, about which there had been 
ſo much gueſs and conjecture in the dark. He 
knew not how to ſpeak of the caution with 
which the ſyſtem had been concealed. He for 
one would not cenſure that part of the Right H 
nourable Gentleman's ſcheme. He was ſure of: 
majority, perhaps, who were ready to adopt 
whatever he thought moſt proper to bring for 
ward. He would be glad, however, to hear hoy 
certain Gentlemen were prepared to coincide 
with Principles which, in his opinion, they could 
not adopt, without, in the firſt place, virtualy 
renounculg 
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( tenouncing what they had already avowed. He 
J owned himſelf very much at a loſs to conceive 
it how one, or many, could comply with a ſyſtem 
. calculated to operate only by flow and imper- 
nt ceptible degrees, who were in ſo much haſte in 
In the matter, as to declare repeatedly, that there 
al was not a moment-to loſe ? others, as it ſtruck 
nt him, could with ſtill leſs propriety adopt this 
he plan, who were the advocates of a general Re- 
ufy form. But now the propoſal, which in its object 


aimed at circumſeribing the influence of the 
Crown, originated with his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
and courted the ſanction of the Houſe under a 
Royal Patent. He was not, however, for one, 
fond of trials which might make us worſe, bur 
He could hardly make us better. He did 


appre- 
ur. bend danger from a plan thus plauſible, and 


and urged with all that eloquence and maſterly ad- 
vd dreſs in which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
been N had deſervedly fo much credit with the Houſe. 


Ie No man admired thoſe talents which he poſſeſſed 
with E more than he did. He thought no man better 
e fu qualified to do his country the moſt eſſential 
t He- 


ſervices than he was. But he was not prepared 


e 011 to ay the ſame approbation was in all reſpects 
adopt BH due to the application of his eminent abilities. 
g for He ridiculed the rage of Reforming, which af. 
r hon fected as a malady the preſent day. It reminded 
wy lim of the ancient reformer Procruſtes, who, in 


order to equalize the human race, had a bed of 
mn of a H ſize, and on his reforming 
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principle he put perſons who were too long, and 
ſtretched thofe who were too ſhort to the ſize of 
the bed. But at the time he pronounced then 
abortive; and wiſhed to know from the Right 
Honourable Gentleman which of theſe he ini. 
tated, or by what other motive or principle he 
could be guided in hazarding the very extrs 
ordinary ideas he had preſſed on the Houſe 
Had the People of England called for a Reform! 
There were but eight petitions on the table. He 
did not with to encroach on the time of the 
Houſe, but he could not help begging a little d 
their attention to the Petitions which had been 
prefented to the Houſe in favour of this Reform, 
The firſt one to which he referred was that from 
which 
he deemed characteriſtic of the buſineſs, ſet out 
with aſſerting their entire r N in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

Let a Reform in this Houſe conſtituted th 
yer of their Petition. Their exceptions ht 
thought fingular. The expreſſion was to hin 
perfectly unintelligible. What did they mea 
by inadequacy? This was the only defect th 
pointed out in the R 
tation. But they did not fay in what ti 
ſyſtem was inadequate, or ſpecify any of thoit 
purpoſes in which it had failed. This very u 
gent Petition was only clear and expreſſive | 
one general defire, and that was no leſs than i 
model the character and genius of the nation. 
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next to which be called the attention of the 
Houſe was that from the City of York. But 
the requiſition of this was not in any degree 
fected by what had been ſuggeſted by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman. It went, in his opinion, 
to very different matters, though he underſtood 
it to be the work of the great and venerable 
leader and eommander in this political cruſade. 
He mentioned Norwich, which prayed for the 
General Reform of the whole Repreſentative 
Body; and by that means aſſumed to them- 
ſelves the honour of repreſenting the Commu. 
aity at large. The concluſions which he wiſhed 
to eſtabliſh by thoſe references, were, that either 
there were no Petitions before the Houſe which 
had Reform for their aim, or where any fuch 
Petitions of that kind exiſted, the Reform which 
had been mentioned was not conformable to the 
ſpirit and tendency of the allegations which they 
contained. He aſked how any man, who had 
but a tolerably good opinion of the preſent 
Houſe of Commons, could come forward with 
2 Plan which ſuppoſed their inſigniſicancy. = 
aked if the preſent Houſe were 

ready to adopt ſuch an a& of humility and lk. 
aaſement. The Right Honourable Gentleman's 


favourable opinion of the preſent Parliament was 
vel known. The panegyric which he had pro- 


nounced on them now, was an echo to that 
vhich they had received from the Sovereign at 
the commencement of the Seſſion; for all the 

CEP Houſe 
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Houſe would recolle& the paſſage. He dit 
think it ſomething extraordinary that the rage 
for a Reform ſhould be chiefly: direted to that 
very Body which had been thus 

oficialy, and, be truſted; delervedly pid 
They were allowed to poſſeſs the confidence 
both of King and Country, and to be guided 
equally by their loyalty to the Crown, and 
their attachment to the intereſts of- the People, 
He was anxious to know by what other prind. 
ples than theſe they could be guided. Could; 
Parliament be better than diſpoſed, on all oc 
ſions, to do their duty with honour” to them. 
ſelves, and fidelity to their Conſtituents? He 
was alſo diſpoſed to aſk, whether the Borough 
Members were more or leſs inclined to do their 
duty than others. He remembered that a noble 
Lord, nearly related to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, (Mr. T. Pitt, now Lord Camelford) 
had once made a motion in that Houſe whid 
did him infinite honour ; which would har 
done honour to the Repreſentative of the fir 
County in the kingdom. It was, That thi 
Houſe is bound to liſten to the Petitions of the 
People.“ This ſurely did not make him apper 
to be a man who had ſeparate intereſts fron 
them; and yet he was not, at the time he mad: 
that motion, the Repreſentative of à Count), 
or great Town, he was Member for Old Sarum, 
one of thoſe Boroughs doomed, by the Rigit 
DT Ia" 
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chiſed. He then read over extracts from a 
pamphlet, publiſhed by Lord Camelford, in 
which he ſtated, that if any other influence in 
the kingdom was to be conſtantly ſhifting and 
changing, the influence of the Crown, which 
alone was permanent, would ſoon drive all the 
reſt before it. He obſerved, that if the franchiſe 
of decayed Boroughs was to be given up, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman ought to ſet the 
example to the reſt of the nation, by the facri- 
ficing at the ſhrine of Reform the Ordnance, 
Treaſury, and Admiralty Boroughs. He ac- 
knowledged there had been many untoward 
circumſtances, within our recollection, which 
had attended the operations. of Government. 
But he aſked whether theſe unfortunate events 
might not have taken place, had the Boroughs 
been without Repreſentatives. The fluctuation 
of a State ſo circumſtanced as that of Great- 
Britain was, did not, in his opinion, always de- 
pend on the Conſtitution. The proſperity or 
advantage of it would undoubtedly vary under 
the beſt, as well as the worſt. He regretted 
the melancholy conſequences of the American 
War as much as any one could do ; but would 
it be ſaid, that war depended on the Repreſen- 
tatives of the Boroughs? He preſumed few, 
even of thoſe moſt forward in the ſcheme of a 
Reform, would venture to go all the lengths to 
which their reaſoning, however went. He did 
not chooſe to go into the detail of the {ſcheme 
Cc3' thus 
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thus ſubjected to the conſideration of Parliament. 
He would not be raſh in deciding on the Rights 
of thoſe who regarded their intereſt in Boroughs 
with any degree of tenacity. But this much 
he would fay, that no pecuniary — 
whatever ſhould diſpoſe him to forego the pri 
vilege, and the glory of having it in his —— 
to introduce to the ſervice and attention of his 
Country the Right Honourable Gentleman.— 
Much ſtreſs had been laid on the corruption of 
the times. That, he truſted, was not the lan- 
guage of experience. With what degree then 
of decency could the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman fay, in the face of ſo popular a Parlia 
ment, that the Houſe of Commons cannot, un- 
| lefs reformed, convey the ſenſe of the nation! 
A late Adminiſtration, it might, perhaps, be 
ſaid, had been an Adminiftration of Corruption; 
and upon its ruin was raiſed an Adminiſtration 
of Opinion ; and a good opinion unqueſtionably 
muſt be entertained of it, when it was known 
that it did not entertain or cheriſh any one who 
had been formerly an Agent of Corruption.— 
At this ironical expreſſion there was a loud 
roar of hear! hear!]—This compact and well. 
informed Body was calculated to do juſtice to 
all the principles of the Conſtitution. He was 
aware how the principle which was thus digni 
fied with the name of a new one, would affet 
the very privileges which it was intended to 
guard. The firſt object of it was to compliment 


the 
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the majority with the fale of the minority. 
On the whole, he owned great apprehenſions 
from the firſt conceflion. It was dangerous in 
il caſes, but particularly fo in this. He im- 
plored the Right Honourable Gentleman to 
think what he was about, to beware how he 
ited, and regard the experiment which he was 
now to try, with delicacy and cireumſpection. 
No man could foreſce preciſely its effects; they 
ſtruck him as alarming in no common degree. 
Nothing could perſuade "him even for a moment 
to wiſh the Propoſitions he had laid down the 
ſmalleſt attention, except he could indulge his 
curioſity at ſuch a vaſt and important hazard 
1. to wiſh to ſee the ſcheme put to the proof. 
He thought in his own mind, and judging of man- 
kind as they had always appeared to him, that 
his boaſted principle might do infinite miſchief; 
but there was little probability of its producing 
any good whatever. Innovation was to be 
dreaded, and avoided as much as poſſible in all 
eſtabliſhments. The Right Honourable Gen- 
teman had laboured to latisfy the Houſe that 
lis fyſtem was final, and that it ſet bounds to 
the ſpeculative reformations of all future Theo- 
tits. This he faid, but he did not prove it.— 
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lt was, on the contrary, an example, a prece- 

gui. dent, perhaps an excitement, to the wildeſt 

* and moſt paradoxicil noſtrums they could ei- 
to 


— or apply. It placed them, in fact, 
on advantageous ground. They got by it what 
Archimedes 
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Archimedes wanted, -a foundation to their in. 
ventions, a fulcrum from which they could 
throw the Parliament into the air. It was im- 
poſlible, in his opinion, to view the ſubje& with 
any degree of patience. He thought himſelf x 
much maſter of it, from having only heard it 
ſtated, as if he had revolved it in his mind for 
years. He would not, therefore, vote for the 
order of the day, or treat it with any reſerve 
or reſpect. Its purpoſes were, he. foreſaw, ſo 
hoſtile to the Conſtitution, ſo menacing even a 
2 diſtance, and fo unqualified, that he was Clearly 
for meeting the queſtion in the teeth, and giv. 
ing it a direct and unequivocal negative. 
Lord Nox r ſaid, the Honourable Gentlemu 
had given him comfort by what he had ſaid i 
the concluſion of his ſpeech, viz. That he would 


R 


not agree to any conceſſion, but would give de fo 
motion his direct negative. Undoubtedly tha <2 
was the treatment the motion ought to receive iſ ft 
and it was the line of treatment he ſhould bin Cen 
ſelf adopt reſpecting it. Curioſity, he ſaid, daa ©. 
in more inſtances than one, greatly miſled m dil 
kind, and he ſhould have thought the Honour Was 
able Gentleman had given way to a moſt fat from 
curioſity, if he had raſhly and unadviſedly cou >"*2t 
tenanced for a moment a direct attack upon tl which 
- Britiſh Conſtitution, a Conſtitution the work relted 
infinite wiſdom, the ſource of many bleſſing x 


much happineſs, much glory, a Conſtitutic 


* deſerving of that warm praiſe — 
igh 
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Right Honourable Gentleman had beſtowed on 
it, in far better words than he was maſter of, and 
with a brilliancy. and glow of eloquence that 
would have adorned the meaneſt ſubject of pa- 
negyric, but :which was well employed when 
employed in decorating and deſcribing the moſt 
beautiful fabric that, perhaps, had ever exiſted 
from the beginning of time. He never would 
give his conſent to any attempt to tamper with 
ſuch a fabric, unleſs a very ſtrong caſe could be 
made out to prove it ſtood in need of ſome re- 
pair; that caſe had not yet been made out, nei- 
ther had any the ſmalleſt ſhadow of proof been 
yet given that it required any aſſiſtance whatever. 
Of an exiſting evil he knew nothing; the bleſ- 
ings that had been derived under the Conſtitu- 
tion he knew well ; they all knew them ; they 
ſtood recorded in the hiſtoric annals of the 
country ; they had been felt for ages, they were 
felt at that moment. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman had talked of pride, of lazineſs, of 
timidity; perhaps out of the abundance of his 
drility, he meant to apply thoſe words to him. 
Was it fair, that becauſe he happened to differ 
from the Right Honourable Gentleman upon a 
great and an important ſubject, a ſubject in 
which they were all deeply and perſonally inte- 
reſted, in which, the Country itſelf, and the 
Conſtitution that they were all ſo ready to extol, 
vere deeply intereſted, becauſe he happened to 

differ 


— 
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by any Member of that Aſſembly Was it pride 
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differ from the Right Honourable Gentlemay 
under a queſtion of that magnitude, he was 0 
be attacked and treated with a degree of hark, 
neſs which was not, which could not, be merited 


when he was called upon to vote in ſupport of 
a requiſition, to be permitted to tamper with the 
Conſtitution, to ſay, ſhew me firſt the neceſſity? 
Was it lazineſs to ſay, when it was ſtated that 
remedy was wanting, to inſiſt on having the evi 
ſtated, to which that remedy is to be applied? 
Was it timidity, when called upon to unſettle 
the foundation of that glorious fabric, the work 
of his anceſtors, to deſire to pauſe before he 
conſented, and to inquire why he ſhould conſent 
to undo it? His Lordſhip took notice of the 
manner in which the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer had glanced at the American war. As that 
was not the ſubject of the day, and bore no fort 
of relation to the queſtion then under confiders- 
tion, his Lordſhip {aid he would not at that time 
into a diſcuſſion of it; he would only repeat 
what he had often ſaid before, viz. that when- 
ever that queſtion was properly brought forward 
he was ready to meet it, conſcious, that thougi 
we had been unfortunate in the war, though tl 
war had been calamitous to the country, 
blame was aſcribable to him on that account; 
the war was the war of the People, began 4 

their inſtance, and at the inſtance of that Hou 
Thoſe were facts ſo undeniably true, that I 
| wondere 
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wondered how' any man was bold enough, in 
the face of thoſe who were then fitting in the 
Houſe, and knew the facts that he had ſtated ſo 
well, to ſtart a doubt of them. Having faid 
this, his Lordſhip returned to the immediate 
ſubject of the day, which he treated with great 
ſeverity 3 he ſaid, on a former occaſion, when 
the Honourable Gentleman behind him had 
riſen to reprobate the idea of tampering with 
the Conſtitution, (for that was the fourth, if not 
the fifth time, that it had been under diſcuſſion) 
but when the worthy Member for N 

tonſhire had deſired to have the Birmingham 
petition read, thoſe who were friends of what 
they called Reform, but what he ſhould call 
Ruin, had ſent a paragraph to the newſpapers, 
fating that the Noble Lord in the blue ribband 
would not have long to boaſt of there being no 
Petitions, for there would ſoon be Petitions 
enow on the table. How happened it that there 
was no Petition from Birmingham now, nor in 
the whole no more than eight Petitions in all? 
The Right Honourable Gentleman, it was true, 
had faid in his ſpeech, that a Reform had been 
alled for by the People, ſometimes more, and 
ſometimes leſs. He underſtood there were none. 
What then was he to conclude ? That they 
thought it a hardſhip to be deprived of the pri- 
viege of ſending Repreſentatives to the Houſe 
of Commons? No; but'on the contrary, that 
they were indifferent about the matter; or, 
rather, 
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rather, that they did not wiſh for any ſuch 
franchiſe. If it was otherwiſe, ſurely this would 
have been the time for them to make their exer; 
tions, when they were informed that the Right 
Honourable. Gentleman would ſupport / their 
claims, both as a Man and a Miniſter ;| and when 
they were taught to believe that all England, 
with one voice, would ſecond their application, 
But lo! they were totally ſilent on this head; 
and, what was not a little remarkable, their 
ſilence did not proceed, from any indifference 
about their own intereſt; for when they thought 
that affected, they ſoon applied to that Houke 
by Petition, as in the caſe of the Iriſh pro. 
politions. It was fair to conclude, that they 
made themſelves perfectly eaſy about 'a Par. 
liamentary Reform, and were fully fatisfied 
with the preſent ſtate of Repreſentation in that 
-Houſe. Againſt the Iriſh Propoſitions, Petit. 
ons had flowed in from all quarters. So aware 
was the Right Honourable Gentleman that the 
ſmall number of Petitions that had been pre- 
ſented, neceſſarily created an argument again 
the motion, that he had thought it prudent to 
endeavour to weaken the force of that argu- 
ment which he foreſaw would be urged, by 
ſaying, with an indifferent air, that the Reform 
had been called for by the People, ſometimes 
more, and ſometimes leſs. What was he to un- 
derſtand from that obſervation ? Was he J. 
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take it as a proof that the People did really call 
for a Reform at that time? Was he ſo far to 
accommodate what they ſaw, and what they 
did not ſee, and to take both as a proof that the 
People of England wiſhed for a Reform? The 
Petitioners who had ſubſcribed the Petitions 
that were on the table, certainly did wiſh for a 
Reform; and if he were to admit that thoſe 
who had not petitioned equally wiſhed for a 
Reform, it was going 2 good way to meet their 
wiſhes, becauſe in admitting ſo much, they 
ſpoke by their preſence, and by their abſence; 
by their prayers, and by their filence, Well 
night he ſay with. the man in the Rehearfal, 


What horrid found of fence doth affil mine ear 


His Lordſhip faid, the people of Birmingham 
were wiſer than to call for any innovation in 
the Conſtitution. As little did he believe the 
majority of the people, in any part of the king- 
dom, wiſhed for a Reform. A Member of a 
conſiderable County (Suffolk) had in all newſ- 
papers addreſſed his Conſtituents for inſtructions 
how he ſhould vote on the queſtion of Parlia- 
mentary Reform; but though he addreſſed them 
rery early in the preſent ſeſſion, his Conſtituents 
lad been ſo very indifferent about the matter, 
that they had not to-this moment ſent him any 
inſtructions on the ſubject. He knew there had 
een a Meeting ſummoned in the firſt City in 
the 
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the Empire, by ſpecial notice, for the expreg 
purpoſe of inſtructing their Repreſentative; 
and there he was informed, though the Meeting 
and the bufineſs of it had been publicly announ, 
ced, and was of general notoriety, only 300 20 
tended. When they were about tb inftru& one 
of their Repreſentatives, he declared his readineſ 
to obey his Conftituents, but had epreſſed a will 
that he had ſeen more of them preſent at the 
Meeting, becaufe he felt ſome difficulty in pro 
ceeding to act, as 300 inſtructed him, when, by 
the abſence of 8000 of his Conftituents, he w 
induced to imagine, that they did not 'very 
highly approve of the buſineſs they were con- 
vened upon. His Lordſhip ſaid, he was aware 
that one Gentleman prefent at the Meeting had 
aid, in anſwer to what he had juſt ſtated, that 
the eight thouſand who were abſent, meant by 
that very circumſtance to ſignify their concur: 
rence in any Reſotution the three hundred ſhonld 
come to. This was, his Lordſhip faid, rather 
a curious fort of logic, as he believed the Hoſe 
would readily agree; but it was not a whit 
more extraordinary than the idea, that the 
People of England were to be ſuppoſed to with 
really for an alteration in the ſtate of Parti 
mentary Repreſentation, when they did not ak 
for it. He reminded the Houſe of the Circolz 
Letters of Mr. Wyvill, and of the great pains 
that had been taken to ſtir the queſtion in il 
parts of the kingdom. If therefore the Peopl 

in 
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in general really defired any alteration, they 
would have petitioned in great numbers from 
noſt of the different Towns for it. His Lord - 
ſhip entered into the ancient hiſtory of Parlia- 
nents, and Rated” the degrees and gradations 
puliament had paſſed through from their firſt 
aſtitution, accounting for the diſcretion of the 
rown that had been formerly exerciſed; by 
ating, that originally the Chiefs in Feu, who 
eld of the Crown, and were liable to fuit and 
rice, were fummoned, and being at the time 
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e Crown aſſembled either wholly or partially. 
\fterwards, when they divided their lands, pro- 


ons were ſpared, on account of their inabi- 
to bear the expence of Parliamentary at- 
dance. Again, at à ſubſequent period, ano- 
ter change was made; after that another, and, 
degrees, Parliament was ſettled on its preſent 
ting, where, his Lordſhip faid, he heartily 
ped it would long be ſuffered to remain, and 
it. be diſturbed on account of any chimeras, 
entered the brains of viſionaries and ſpeeu- 
tilts, who were nqt, he verily believed, aware 
the ſerious miſchiefs they had employed them. 
hes about. All the ĩdea of the neceſſity of a 
ciorm, he was perſuaded, was the mere vapour 
eam, the ſhadow of a ſhade, empty whim 
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lief Tenants of the Crown, were at the will of 


rty became more diſperſed, and money grew 
ore ſcarce; in conſequence of which, the lefſer 


| fanciful nothing, from which the Right Ho- 
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nourable Gentleman was endeavouring to co 
jure up ſomething; but he relied on the g 

ſenſe and ſound reaſon of the majority, truſty 
that they would break the ſpell, and prevent th 
- magicians from practiſing on a ſubject that ou 
to be held facred. His Londhip 8g. og 
mitting for the ſake of argument, and he ſho 
not with to be thought ſerious in adwirtng 
a moment, that any alteration was | 
ceſſary yet he ſhould contend, that the h 

tion propoſed was not adapted to the feign 
evil. He begged to know where there A 
in Europe, or on the face of the globe, a Peg 
ſo happy as thoſe who lived under the Briti 
Conſtitution? Where was there a People ſo ful 
in poſſeſſion of their Rights and Liberties? 
fact was undeniable? What mattered it the 
whether the gerſons who fat in that Houſe, 
Guardians of the Public Freedom, fat by vi 
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Borough, or 2 County? | White the Pear 
Rights were fecure, and their Liberties f 
why was. it neceſſary to go into a minute 
uiry how they came to be ſecure and {ak 
1E wn prep 
had been ſanctioned by experience, the tel 
able Gentleman, like à quack, was defirow BF... « 
having the doſe. ſwallowed, whether the Pau i his 
had any diſeaſe or not, and, like a true Emi 

yy i mT ras was a ff 


C aww J 


ind would cure Patients in all.caſes, and under 
all circumſtances. The ſubject was too ferious 
to be ludicrous upon, but he would juſt ſtate, 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman remind. 
ed him of the Mock Doctor in Motiere's Farce. 
He ſaid, he ſuppoſed the Speaker had either ſeen 
or read the book, and would recollect, that a 
man's daughter is fuppoſed to be dumb, and he 
ſends for a Phyfician to cure her. The Doctor 
comes, and ſoon reſtores the girl to the uſe of 
her tongue, which ſhe exerciſes at ſuch a rate, 
that the Father offers him another fee to make 
her dumb again; when the Doctor replies, he 
cat't do that, but, if he pleaſes, he'll undertake 
to make him deaf.” Having et the Houſe in a 
roar, his Lordſhip again returned to argument, 
ind ſuid, it was of late become a cuſtom to catch 
hold of a epithet, and apply it to any 
particular that was meant to be made 
of co dev a dela the People. Thus 
ke had heard of the ſpirit of Liberty, the 
of Freedom, and the ſpirit of the Conſtitution z 
what was meant by the latter, as applied at Po- 
he knew not, nor did he believe 
thoſe who uſed it knew themſelves; For his 
part, he had always conceived that the ſpirit of 
the Conftitution'was to be looked far, and found 
in the Common Law of the Land, and in the 
practice and uſage of Parliament. It was X 
n his opinion, for the. People to be happy and 
fee, With regard to the idea of the Country 
Dd 2 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen making a conſiderable part of thy 
Houſe, the idea was a very juſt one: he wa 
ready to admit the bulk and weight of that 


| Houſe ought always to be in the hands of the 


Country Gentlemen, who were, undoubtedh, 
the beſt and moſt reſpectable objects of the con 
fidence of the People. Their diſintereſtedneſ 
their virtue, their public ſpirit, he admire: 
they were fitted by their education and their 
ſituation in life more peculiarly for Memben 
of Parliament, than almoſt any other deſcriptioi 
of men in the kingdom; beſides, they had the 
greateſt ſtake in the Country after all, and were 
the moſt deeply intereſted in its welfare; be. 
cauſe, let what would happen, Men of buſine 
and manufacturers could go and get their living 
elſewhere; but a Country Gentleman could 
not quit his Native Country, becauſe he could 


not carry his eſtate away with him. But, ſot 


God's ſake, had not the Country Gentlemen 
their ſhare. in the Repreſentative Body at pre 
ſent ? Was it merely the Repreſentatives d 
Counties that were now Country Gentlemen 
Let any Man look round the Houſe at the mo. 
ment, and then let him ſay whether he did not 
ſee many very reſpectable characters, who were 
Country Gentlemen, Repreſentatives of large 


Boroughs! He faid, the general coheſion of the 


ſeveral branches of the Legiſlature were now by 
uſe ſo ſettled, ſo firm, and its general operations 


ſo practicable, that he muſt be a Quixote „ 
* | woul 


419 J 


would ſtrive to change its aſpect. There was 4 
reference which not only beneſicially reſiſted 
the influence of the Crown againſt the People, 
but which even protected the People againſt the 
conſequences of momentary delirium, in. them- 
ſelves. His Lordſhip ended with an emphatic 
wiſh, that the Friends of the Conſtitution would 
feel as one man, and arouſe at the danger it 
would be put in, if the preſent motion was 
carried; he therefore hoped they ſhould have 
the triumph of carrying it in the negative; 
for if a door was once opened to innovation 
and experiment, there was no knowing to what 
extent it migh tbe carried, -He gave the Right 
Honourable Gentleman full credit for not in- 
tending, if he ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to 
carry the preſent motion, to go any farther; 
but the Right Honourable Gentleman could 
only anſwer for himſelf. - Other Miniſters might 
make what the Right Honourable Gentleman 
had done, a plea for doing ſomething more; 
and again, other Miniſters after him, till there 
would be no end to innovation and experiment, 
Mr. W1LBERFORCE remarked, that the dread 
of innovation ſeemed ſo much to prevail in the 
minds of certain perſons, that, in order to. avoid 
it, they took care to reject even any new. ground 
of argument, and the Houſe was now enter- 
taned with a repetition of the ſame obſerva- 
tions and the ſame jokes which they had ſo often 
heard before on ſimilar occaſions. There was, 
| Dd 2 | he 
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he ſaid, one peculiar excellence in the Plan nor 


- ſubmitted by his Right Honourable Friend, 


which no attempt had been yet made to di. 
pute, and which indeed was liable to no ob. 
jection. This was that ſyſtem of gradual and 
progreſſive improvement which muſt proceed 
to rectify and meliorate the ſtate of Repreſents, 
tion, according as thoſe circumſtances ſhould 
ariſe on which it was intended to operate. lt 
would alſo tend, in his opinion, to' diminiſh the 
progreſs of party and cohefion in this Country, 
from which, he was well convinced, our greateſt 
misfortunes aroſe. There were Men and Parties 
in this Country, which derive moſt of their 
power and influence from theſe Burgage Te. 
nures, againſt which the operations of this Bil 
were to be directed. By deſtroying them, the 
freedom of opinion would be reſtored, and party 
connections in a great meaſure vaniſh : for the 
conſequence of coalitions, and parties formed 
on one ſide of the Houſe was, that ſimilar en- 
gagements were neceſſarily formed on the other; 
and for his part, he wiſhed to ſee the time, when 
he could come into the Houſe and give his vote 
diveſted of any ſentiments of attachment, whicl 
ſhould induce him to approve of meaſures fron 
his connection with men. The objection made 
to this Bill from its not making proviſion fot 
the reduction of Treaſury Boroughs, did not bj 
any means apply, as no perſon could tell but 
theſe Boroughs might be the firſt objects of th 

| operation 


C422 ] 


long objects of jealouſy to him; and he declared, 
nion, would be much diminiſhed were not 


were likely to eome firſt under theſe regulations. 
He made ſeveral remarks on the effect fuch a 
ſyſtem as this. would have had on the Ameri. 
ans; and argued, that under ſuch eireum- 
ſtances, the war could not have been endured 
nor ſo popular. He reaſoned alſo with Mr. 
Powys on parts of his ſpeech, and faid, one of 
tis arguments was fuch 2s*no human creature 
ought to have urged: [Da cry of hear! hear! 
wiſing at this | Mr. Wilberforce immediately 
explained, and ſaid, what he meant was, that 


night continue, merely that good might come 
out of it, was ſuch an argument, as, in his opi. 
non, no rational being ought to maintain. 
He concluded: with explaining the circumſtances 
of the Yorkſhire Petition, which he declared he 
would not have recommended had he been con- 
lalted, thinking it totally unneceſſary from the 
wplication which had been before made to Par- 
lament on the * The beſt proof that the 
opinion of the nation at large was for a Reform, 
needed no other confirmation, than that no Pe- 
tition had been preſented againſt it. 

Mr. Powys explained in anſwer to the remark, 
which he conceived improperly directed to him, 
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of the Bilz thoſe Boroughs had been 
that every merit this. Bill poſſeſſed, in his opi- 
Miniſterial Boroughs to be of that — 


to deſire that a known and acknowiedged evil 
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af 


which drew a reply from Mr, Wilberforce, ft. 
ing that he meant nothing perſonal in the ally. 
fion : after which, 

Lord MuL6cravs ſaid, that nothing was more 
deſirable in ſuch a queſtion as the preſent, than 
that every endeavour ſhould be uſed to obtain 
unanimity. The noble Lord declared his hope, 


od 


that the motion might either be carried unani. 


mouſly, or rejected; becauſe he thought if it 
were carried, and there appeared a conſiderable 
minority - againſt it, it would lead to infinite 
miſchief, His Lordſhip ſaid, if the majority 
thought with him, they would reject it, as he 
ſaw great danger in countenancing any. attempt 
to build up and ere& a Conſtitution on ſpecu- 
lative Propoſitions. His Lordſhip declared, he 
approved of the Propoſitions better in the ſhape 
in which they ſtood in the motion, than in any 
ſhape that they had before been brought for- 
ward in. He alſo praiſed Mr. Pitt's eloquence 
as diſplayed in his ſpeech, in the warmeſt terms; 
but entered an elaborate proteſt againſt any en- 
deavours to new mould the Conſtitution. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, after the many occaſions on 
which he before exprefled what his ſentiments 
were on the ſubject of a Reform in the Repre- 
ſentation, he ſhould not conſider himſelf under 
any great neceſſity of troubling the Houſe; i 
there had not been extraordinary circumſtances 


attending the introduction of the preſent 4. 
ol 
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tion. That he had always been a friend to the 
principle of this bill, was a fact which did not 
require to be now repeated. Whether the 
means taken to effect that principle were ſuch 
x were moſt unexceptionable, muſt remain for 
future diſcuſſion, but could not provoke his 
oppoſition to the motion, There remained 
ample opportunities in the ſtages of the bill to 
examine and correct it; opportunities which in 
themſelves would be the higheſt acquiſition. 
In the review which had been taken of the 
queſtion this night, there were means uſed to 
implicate the American war in the ſubject now 
under diſcuſſion, by ſuggeſting that it was ſup- 
ported by the influence of burgage tenures, and 
that if they had been withdrawn, that war 
would have had a more ſpeedy termination, 
He acknowledged that it would have been in 
the power of the Parliament to bring that war 
to a period, had they conſidered it as an im- 
proper one; but the manner in which it muſt 
have been done would be ſuch, as he ſhould 
little expect to hear recommended from the 
on i Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe. — 
ents When the delay of a few days in paſling the 
pre- ſupplies was repreſented laſt year as the molt 
der WH heinous proceeding, what would have been the 
; {WM enormity of ſtopping not only the ordnance 
nces i ſupply, as was the caſe, but all the other ſupplies 
que · Wi allo, as would be the caſe in the event mentioned 
on, by the Right Honourable Gentleman, viz, the 
active 
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active interference of the Houſe of Common to 
put a period to a war. This would be a condud 
worthy of a Houſe of Commons, in certain fituz 
tions, and would ſhew them to be ſenfible of 
their due weight and importance in the ſcale of 
the Conſtitution, and not the inſtruments of 2 
ſuperior power, kept for no other purpoſe hut 
to regiſter edifts, and to perform an annual 
routine. Much had been ſaid of the merit of 
diſſolving that coheſion which was ſaid to ſub. 
fiſt in the parties in that Houſe. That coheſion 
did ſubſiſt, was a truth in which he took too 
much pride to think of denying, and from 
which this country derived too much advantage 
to be an enemy to; his connections were formed 
on liberal and ſyſtematic principles, and could 
not be diſſolved by any regulations, while the 
ſame union in ſentiment and principles continued 
to cement them. When an Honourable Gen- 
tleman ſaid, that parties formed on one ſide of 
the Houſe occaſioned ſimilar engagements on 
the other, he ſhould have confidered, that it 
equally applied to one as the other. But there 
might be ſome circumſtances which might in- 
duce that Honourable Gentleman to look for- 
ward with eagerneſs to the diſſolutions of ſuc 
attachments, if they obliged him to ſupport and 
defend meaſures in which his opinions did not 
correſpond ; if they found him to a& one way 
and think another. Under ſuch circumſtance 
it was perfectly natural that he ſhould ry 
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de diſengaged from ſuch connections, and reſign 
the load which ſeemed ſo much to oppreſs him. 
To that principle which, by a diminution of the 
Members for Boroughs, tended to increaſe the 
proportion of Repreſentatives for Counties, he 
was fincerely a friend. But while he was thus 
explicit on the ſubject of his approbation, it was 
but juſt to mention, that there was another point 
to which he totally diſagreed : with all reſpect, 
which he always paid to a Houſe of Commons, 
and among the reſt to the preſent Houſe, he 
could perceive in it no ſuperlative excellence, no 
juſt ſuperiority which could juſtify the ſuſpenſion 
of the operation of this bill. To defer for the 
period of ſix years any ſyſtem of Reform, how- 


complying with the declared wiſhes of the ma- 
jority of the Electors of this Country—whoſe 
voice, though by no means to be acknowledged 
u that to which the Houſe of Commons mult 
conform, when they were directed by any ſudden 
impulſe, as the opinions of a moment, ſhould 
aways be obeyed on points which the experience 
and conſideration of years had taught them 
inally to decide upon. The people, notwith- 
ſtanding all that had been ſaid, had no peculiar 
obligations to this Parliament for uncommon 
inſtances of that propriety of conduct, which 
could warrant ſo implicit a reliance on it. No 
very flattering proofs of extraordinary attention 
the Rights of the People had been my 
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his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, in their ſupport } 
of that excellent meaſure, the Weſtminſter ſcru. 
tiny; and no very ſplendid teſtimony of theit 

prudence in financial concerns could be drawn . 
from the Commutation tax. This was à pro. 1 
ceeding, the hardſhip of which they already Wl ;; 
felt; and there were ſome others now in agiu. Wl :; 
tion, which were not likely to turn out much WW 
more favourable. Theſe only were the reaſons tn 
the People could have for a reliance on the pre- Wl : { 
ſent Parliament. He did not, however, meu 
to ſay any thing which could be conſtrued into 
invective againſt them; he had before been ac. 


cuſed of infulting them; he did not know that WW Gr 
he did ſo—but if heat ſhould have led him u dl 
any time to ſay any thing which could have that WM not 
appearance, he was exceedingly ſorry for it had 
There was nothing in any of theſe circumſtance WM men 
which could impreſs them on his memory; but ll ceeq 
he had obſerved, that nothing he ever ſaid in had 
his warmeſt moments had ever drawn forth pl 
much paſſion and ill temper on the other fide of WM For 
the Houſe as when he attempted to praiſe them. Wertii 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had, in ths {Wredre 
inſtance, receded from theſe opinions, which on Wctior 
two former occaſions he - ſeemed to maintain, ¶ from 
and the alteration which he now made, for the their 
purpoſe of a ſpecific Plan, was infinitely for tht pre 
worſe. It was in vain that he endeavoured to It h 


qualify the objections which the idea of innovi-BWneſ w 
tion raiſed in the minds of ſome, by —_— 
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the extent and influence of Reformation. | From 
the earlieſt periods of our Government, the 
principle of innovation, but which ſhould more 
properly be called amendment, was neither 
more nor leſs than the practice of the Conſtitu- 
tion. In every ſpecies of Government (putting 
abſolute Monarchy out of the queſtion, as one 
which ought never to take place in any coun-) 
try) Democracy and Ariſtocracy were always in 
2 ſtate of gradual improvement, when experi- 
ence came to the aid of theory and ſpeculation; 
ln all theſe, the voice of the People, when deli- 
berately and generally collected, was invariably 
ſure to ſucceed. There were moments of periodi- 
al impulſe and delufion, in which they ſhonld 
not be gratified, but when the views of a People 
had been formed and determined on the attain- 
ment of any object, they muſt ultimately ſuc- 
ceed. On this ſubject the People of this Country 
had petitioned: from time to time, and their 
applications were made to their Parliament. 
for every reaſon, therefore they ſhould be 
gatified, left they might be inclined to ſue for 
ths i redreſs in another quarter, where their appli- 
n cation would have every probability of ſucceſs, 
tain, rom the experience of laſt year. Failing in 
r the Wtheir repreſentatives, they might have recourſe 
to prerogative. unge o beit $3 733UL 

lt had been urged, that now, while this buſi- 
nels was in agitation; the People of Birmingham 
ud Mancheſter had not petitioned to be re- 
preſented. 
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preſented. This was an argument which 2 
this time, of all others, could have but lit 
weight; for while they were alarmed for their 
trade, and their ſubſiſtence, it was no time for 
them to ſet about making / improvements in 
that Conſtitution, in which they were not cer. 
tain how long they might have any ſhare 
On the eve of emigration, they were to look 
for this in another Country, to which theit 
property and buſinefs were ſoon to be tranf 
ferred. The different parts of. this Plan would 
certainly, in a Committee, be fubmitted to mo 
dification and amendment ; but as it now ſtood 
admitting only the firſt principle, every other 
part, and the means taken to attain the prin 
ciple, were highly objectionable.” He thould 
not hefitate to declare, that he would never 

to admit the purchaſing from a Majority 
of Electors the property of the whole. In thi 
he ſaw ſo much injuſtice, and ſo much repup 
nance to the true ſpirit of our Conſtitution, 
that he could not entertain the idea for one mo 
ment. On the other hand, when the property 
of a Borough was in one man, there was 10 
chance of his diſpofing of it, on the terms th 
day mentioned. For when a particular fun 
was laid down for a 1 , and 
intereſt ſuffered to accumulate on that fum, the 
man muſt be a fool, who could be in haſte to 
get poſſeſſion of it. There was ſomething 1s 


jurious in MTS out pecuniary — 
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in Engliſhman to relinquiſh his franchiſe on 
the one hand, and a political principle which 
equally forbade it on another. He was uni- 
formly of an opinion, - which though not a 
popular one, he was ready to aver, that the 
right of governing was not property, but 2 


fitutional purpoſes, ſhould be reſumed, when 
thoſe purpoſes ſhould no longer be carried into 
effet, There were inſtances of Gentlemen 
offering to ſacrifice the intereſt they might, have 
in Boroughs, to the Public good. He expreſſed, 
owever, his ſurpriſe that the preſent propoſition 
was not attended by any liberal offers from 
thoſe whom Government had loaded with 
honours, and. whoſe connection with the pre- 
ent Adminiſtration ſhould naturally excite an 


procedure by mere bargain and ſale. He was 
werſe to the idea of confining Parliamentary 
ltuations to men of large fortunes, or thoſe 
vho had-- diſtinguiſhed themſelves in public 
profeſſions. Should this be the caſe, there was 
farcely any man ſo little acquainted with the 
titory of Parliament, as not to know, that the 
Houſe would loſe half its force. It was not 
rom men of large and eafy fortunes that atten. 
don, vigilance, energy, and enterprize were to 
de expected. Human nature was too fond of 
patification not to be ſomewhat attentive to it 
when the means were. at hand; and the beſt 
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truſt; and that whatever was given for Con- 


expectation of ſomething more liberal than a 
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and moſt meritorious public ſervices had alway 
been performed by perſons in circumſtances re. 
moved from opulence. The Right Honourahle 
Gentleman need not be aſhamed to take ſome of 
thoſe regulations formed in the time of the 
Protector Oliver Cromwell. For though 
character too odious ever to be the object of 
praiſe or imitation, his ſtatutes, confirmed after. 
ward by his ſucceſſor, Charles II. bear the ſtrong 
marks of genius and ability; for his political 
diſpoſition was as good as that of his ſucceſſot, 
and his genius infinitely more powerful. He 
concluded with earneſtly entreating all ſides of 
the Houſe to concur in the queſtion'now before 
them. He was ſorry the Honourable Gentle. 
man who ſpoke before him (Mr. Wilberforce) 
did not in all the warmth he profefled on the 
occaſion, take the moſt conciliatory mode of at. 
quiring ſtrength to it. Inſtead of reproaching 
the Noble Lord (North) for confining himſelf to 
old arguments and obſervations; he ſhould 
rather tremble for the ſucceſs with which thele 
old obſervations had been applied by his noble 
friend, and the contrary fate which had before 
attended the novel and more variable ſtile of the 
Miniſter. U 
The Right Hon. HENRY DunpDas thought it 
his duty to ſtate ſome of thoſe reaſons to the 
Houſe which induced him to declare himſelf 2 
ſincere friend to this queſtion. A very heart 
laugh. He was not at — 

| r 
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fr the merriment which. Gentlemen Speed. to 
poſſeſs 3 but in bis declaring himſelf a friend to 
the meaſure, he wiſhed to be underſiqad as fups 


under which the Houſe: was to be converted 
into a projet-ſhop, and they were to hold Com- 
mittees of Conſultation on the Diſeaſes of the 
Conſtitution. Againſt; ſuch dark ideas he had 
always ſet himſelf; but to the preſent plan, 
which was à ſingle and complete act, which 
went not only to an immediate, but to a con- 


fant Reform of the Repreſentation, which would 
not only cure the preſent, but the radical defects 
in the fabric of Repreſentation, he was inclined 
to give his maſt, hearty ſupport ; and ke re- 


thing had been introduced into the debate ſo to- 
tally abſtracted from the buſineſs: as the queſtion 
of the American war. The American wat was 
the War of the People; and on that occaſion it 
was not the conſtruction of the Parliament which 
pave it riſe, but the general feeling of the People, 
ud which was declared through their Repreſen- 


Ribband who was the author of that war; he did 
ht it more than execute the ideas of the: people, 
the ed in his mind, if he was bhmeable in any 
elf dung it was for executing 28 
carey rdour than they were exprefled. 
ount He aid the preſent Propoſitions were free from 

for Wil the which bad lain againſt the for- 

— Ee mer 


pated his declaration, that he was ſorry that any 


tatives. It was not the noble Lord in the Blue 
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mer plans. The ſacred inheritance of property 
was not to be violated, and men were not to be 
outraged by peremptory conditions. No ma, 
or ſet of men, were to be forced to enter int 
the ſcheme, unleſs they approved of the cond 
tions, and yet ſuch were the conditions; that he 
had no doubt but they would be ſoon 

Mr. Buzxz, after entertaining the Houſe:for: 
conſiderable time on the Rights Honoural 
Gentleman's (Mr. Dundas) converſion from th 
principles of anti-reformation, proceeded to d 
cuſs the merits of the preſent queſtion, as' wel 
as the manner of bringing it in. It offered« 
alternative, either to adopt this limited, 0 
ſined Plan of Reform, or be perhaps — e 
ceive one from the Nuke of Richmond, on 
more enlarged ſcale. ' Between the Miniſter a 
the (Houſe of Commons, there was the f 
ſpecies of conduct, as if a robber ſhould ent 

the houſe of à man, and ſay, — 2 
- «< ſuch things as I pleaſe, and I ſhall lock 
“ door, and keep out any other thieves: but 
i you refuſe the mee 
, joſing all.” The doctrine which had gun 
ſo much ground, and in conformity to wi 
- this plan had now been ãntroduced, was that 
, univerſal Repreſentation, - But this mea 
was only an illnſion, Mom which no folid} 
neſit would ever reſult. The influence of 

Country Gentlemen in Parliament was als 

anne to preponderate, when they were unit 


in opinion. The reſpectability which, atten 
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man of, landed property, called for the moſt 
nt. 8. a. ſituation which was in itſelf dif- 


agrecable,, and rather a ſituation, of duty and 
conſtraints; chan an object of ambition. Theſe 
dircumſtances added ſo much to the importance 
of theſe Members, that the advocates. of every 
meaſure were glad to boaſt. of them as their ſup- 
portets. - Where; then was. the prudence of 
throwing: into that ſcale, in whoſe power the 
balance already was, that ſhare of power which 
was pretended. to be the means of keeping all 
re He took 
2 very extenſive view of the preſent ſtate of Re- 
preſentation, and aſked if the Proprietors. of 
Boroughs had not been already ſuſkciently paid 
in the profuſion of the honours of this Country, 
vithout now opening the purſe of the nation. 
He particularly adverted to the conduct of a 
Reverend Gentleman (Mr. Wyvill) He took 
notice of the variety and extent of 
is correſpondence, which he ſaid was not con- 
fined to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or to 
the Volunteers of Ireland. Lord Shelburne and 
Nr, ae not nern forgotten. ; and 
x celebrated. names had been handed down 
to poſterity by this «reforming divine. After 
reading ſeveral extracts fromthis correſpondence, | 
he to remark that the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who had formerly ſubmit- 
ted to the Houſe two plans for a more 
Repreſentation of the People, each of which was 
perfection itſelf, now comes forward with a 
Ee 2 third, 


many more palliatives in its compoſition tha 


| 5 of it as mere deluſiom, an iynis fart, c 


4 


The door once; opened for innovation unde 


| or a new ſet, might be made on purpoſeto carryi 
it it went up there! There were, Mr. Rolle tat 


| E % 1 
third, full more perfect than either of the fi 
mer. He would allow that the preſent plan hal 


either of its brethren, for its operation was nt 
likely to affect any of the Members of the preſen 
Parliament; and he could not ſufficiently ad 
wire the addrefs'of the Right Honoutable Ge. 


„ ogn hr get 
For his part, he conſidered the 


culated to miſlead and to bewilder. He'inſiftel 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman had ben 
doned the ground on which W 
up this queſtzon. 

Lord FazepakICK Gase delivered n 
eulogy on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, bi 
declared he could by no means, conſent to cout 
tenance any alteration - in the Oonſtitutios 


periment, N 
where it would end, 11 | 
” Mr. Ron Tn was alſo decifively agaitſtthe wi 

"oy If it was ſuffered to paſs that Houle, the 
was no ſecurity for its being tin den out in | 
other Houſe; for how could he tellhut a newL 


ſome Perſons ſitting in a certain Place, who hac 

more right to ft in that Houſe than Ks groom 

The Attorney Genefal (Mr. Azpzx) i 
tho motion, entering into a 


A tenor — 
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had been anticipated, and 


great degree, be not only competent to 
queſtion, but in theſe times, and when that 


— 


bud pa ove 
fat in Parliament when the Right Honounw 


Chancellor of the Exchequer brought forward 
—äj ũ nos rat gr 


mature, inaſmuch as every man of liberal edu- 
ation, and-ſurely every Member of that Houſe 


on Wnt, in a 


——— — 

portant buſineſs to take an open and — 
Hurt; nor could he eſteem the part he took pre- 

Queſtion had been ſo much agitated, muſt have 

urned his thoughts to the ſubject, and muſt 
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have grounded thereon a deciſive opinion... 
That he was more particularly induced to rise 
at the preſent moment from the learned Ges. 
tleman who ſpoke laſt having taken up aner 
what had fallen from the Chancellor of the Tx. 
chequer at the opening of the debate, and who, 
as in feeling himſelf on the ſtrongeſt ground of 
argument, had repeated who, if legiflating 
anew for this country, would form this Houſe 
as exiſting in its preſent ſyſtem of Repreſents 
tion?” That it rather ſhould be aſked who could 
have imagined and framed ſuch a Conſtitution? 
The work not merely of time, as had been 
ſtated, but of the moſt extraordinary ſeries of 
events, and which could be laid to no account 
but that of a ſpecial Providence! Nor was the 
queſtion without perſonal application, more mo- 
dern alluſicns apart. It had been agitated by 
the greateſt political hiſtorian of antiquity ; that 
great and wiſe writer, Tacitus, doing as the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had done, re 
mounting to firſt principles, and tracing thence th 
the abſtra& theories of the regal, ariſtocratic 
and democratic branches of Government, 2d 
duced, as the reſult: of his 'reſearches, this rt- 
markable ſentence “ Cunctas nationes, aut rege 
« gut primoret, aut populus regunt, dilecta ex bit a 
e conſociata Reipublice forma laudari facilius qua 


« evenire, aut fi eveniat, non diuturna eſſe pol. 5 
That learned and penetrating hiſtorian could * 
not preſume the duration of a commonwealth = 


conliſting_ of theſe mixed ſtates; he knew: thi 
; | e 
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the momentum of the democracy, whether acting 
by the body of the People, or by a Repreſenta- 
tion unqualified, and adapted purely to popular 
ideas, muſt. quickly bear down. one or both of 
the other branches of: Government; and had it 
been moreover told him, that in this pure and 
direct Repreſentation: of the numbers of the 
People were to originate, the reſources of war 
and peace, the primum mobile of public revenue, 
the doubts of Tacitus would not have been hy- 
pothetical ; ſuch. a ſtate, he could not have pre- 
conceived to exiſt a moment. This was not a 
time of night to trace. thoſe errors back to their 
ſource, and in a hiſtory from the Courts de 
More, through the progreſſion of Parliamentary 
growth, to mark the grounds of miſtake; that 
he ſhould, therefore, join, iſſue with the Right 
Honourable mover on the actual and exiſting 
tate of Parliament. The errors of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman were derived from a 
imilar ſource. with the difficulties of Tacitus; 
the Repreſentation of the People was his fa- 
vourite expreſſion, but if he meant a Repreſenta- 
tion of poll or numbers, and fo every point of 
his Reform implied, he faid, we were not the 
Repreſentation of the People, but of the Peo- 
ple's intereſts. The conſiſtency of that Houſe 
was qualifed by the equipoiſe of the landed, 
the commercial, and the popular intereſt.— 
This proportion of balance could not be ſhifted 
but with danger to. the Conſtitution of the 
Country; adding to one of theſe principles 

Ee 4 might, 


might, in the end, be ſubverſive of the very ex. 


gulph of ruin now unforeſeen 3\ that at thi 
point of the a8gument he myſt take occaſion ty 


County Members to be added. In one 
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iſtence of that Houſe, which, loaded with a new 
and falſe bias, might be thereby directed to ſome 


anſwer the Attorney General, when he aſked, 
Is there à man in this Houſe, who, fairly and 
in his conſcience, rejects the principle of adding 
to the County Members?“ The anſwer” wa, 
do, and I do in fear that ſome ſpirit may be 
infuſed into this body, not congenial t 

and which may affect the vitals and corode the 
very main ſpring that regulates its motion; and 
do, from other motives, and motives which, 
if well founded, deſerve the moſt ſerious atten- 
tion of this Houſe.” Much has been faid of thy 
coheſion of parties, much on the other fide of in- 
dividual independency, and of away 
every connection of men in that Houſe ; in the 
preſent ſtate of public manners it was not to by 
apprehended, that to buy or to retain would 
lapſe into diſuſage, or that a Miniſter might not 
engage a conſiſtency of ſupport to his meaſure, 
The Right Honourable Gentleman might an- 
ticipate, perhaps, the application of the famous 
ſentence in Monteſquieu, But was there n0 
other corruption but venality?“ He' feared 3 
worſe, and of more fatal tendency, than the hold 
ing out merely places of public truſt to men af 
ability and adventurers in policy, were 


theſe WY ſtand 
light, ind 
they 


Tha ER ERESESAEDTETEELS EEC SSSR 


L 439 J 


circumſtances it were idle to ſay, that the re · 
renue and money bills ſhould not then originate 
there; whilſt that Houſe, fallen into di 
and even to deriſion, might fit idly diſputing 
about unjmportant matters, or matters they 
had ſcarcely weight to interfere in, and idly 
attended by-forty Members, inſtead of the very 
numerous aſſembly that dignified the preſent 
queſtion, On the call of additional County 
Members, other, and as dangerous, circum- 
ſtances might ariſe, from cauſes widely different 
and of different tendency. He- alluded to the 


adventurous 


the Conſtitution of that Houſe, would he not 
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adventurous Candidates, who oppoſed the ariſſo- 
cracy of a County, and who, to ſecure an election, 
might feed the prejudices of the 
might ſign teſts, and pledging thernſelves to 
every ſelt-injurious prepoſſeſſion might iind their 
way into that Houſe under and 
with abilities too, backed by the popular clamour 
to urge new claims, new reforms, freſh inno. 
vations. The Right Honourable Gentleman bad 
adduced, as favourable to his reform, that iu 
principle was completed in his plan, and vu 
thus final; the Right Honourable Gentleman 
might anſwer for himſelf, but who would fay, 
that a'new man ſhould notpropoſe a new mode; 
and having cut down the preſcriptive barrier oſ 
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leave à breach open for every forlorn hope, qu up 
crumenam perdidit, to enter and rifle at pleaſure? BW fic 
And the more was this to be feared; as preju- Wl fro 
dices of the People might join too under the 


to aid thoſe who, by ſuch ruinous teg 

means, would ſeek to puſh-him from his ſtool; Bl orc 

. for it could not be ſaid that the preſent plan ¶ lou 
came up to the preſent declarations of the Re- WI the 
formers. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had WW me: 
faid, that leaving the Conſtitution in its preſent ¶ que 
ſtate, was tending to weaken. the love of the por! 
People to their Country; a more proper appli- BY furr 
cation might be made of thoſe words; to in BY inf 
novate, is teriding to weaken the love of the dear 


People to thelr- Country; it was tending to 
weaken 
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L i 
veaken that confidence in that Houſe, in 2 
word that attachment to the old Britiſh Conſti- 
tution, which aroſe from à preſcriptive vene- 
ration, and which" could not belong to a new: 
ſyſtem ; much of patriotiſm, and its moſt eſſentiab 
force, was founded on habitual regard; and local 
and long prepoſſeſſions; theſe were what; 
force of character, even to thoſe who-lived 
in, and were prejudiced to Countries, whether 
under the phyſical diſadvantages, as the Lap- 
lander, or under political, as France, when com- 
pared with our chime and Conſtitution. He 
doſed with obſerving on an expreflion of Mr. 
Powys, tending to give the idea, that the buſi- 
neſs was brought forward by Government, and 
3 2 miniſtertal meaſure. Ne could not look 
upon it in that light; he had ſupported, and 
ſhould continue to ſupport that Adminiſtration, 
from a juſt ſenſe of the abilities, and a full con- 
idence in the integrity of the Miniſter; an in- 
tegrity which, even in the ſpeech which he re- 
probated, gave a more beauteous glow and co- 
lour to the very luminous diſplay with which 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had orna- 
mented his ſubject; but that, if on ſuch a 
queſtion, ſo touching the deareſt and moſt im- 
portant intereſt of every Engliſhman, he could 
ſurrender his conviction even to the tendered 
influence of the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
deareſt partiality, or moſt honourable friendſhip, 
te ſhould eſteem himſelf not only unworthy to 
| fit 


— , EO PI > — 
ä— A — — — 


Mr. Bankes, as Mr. Bankes's 
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fit in that Houſe, but even in the company of 
any honourable and good man whatever. 
Mr. Banxzs paid very high compliments to 


his Right Honourable Friend, but he ſaid he 
could not accede to the motion. Had dt been: 


motion for a Committee, he would have voted for 
it, as he had regularly voted for the other queſtiom. 
Mr. Bankes by no means approved of purchaſing 
the Boroughs with the Public money. 

Mr. Chancellor Prrr cloſed the debate in a 
few words in reply to what had fallen fron 
okjection had bee 
— — ſtarted by himſelf. Mr. Pitt profeſſed z 
very ſincere friendſhip for the Honourable Gen. 
tleman, and ſaid, it gave him ſenſible pain'to 
find he differed with him * n 
he thought ſo extraordinary. 

At about a quarter before four in the 100 
ing, the Houſe divided on the queſtion, Ayes, 


174 ;—Noes, Ee III Ng 
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enen Lit of theſe Members, who. voted with 
the Right Hon. WILL Ian PiTT, en the above 
mne 


JF / 


| MN by ; ' "I 
e "ity * * 


oniten, : 
dir | , Kt. ditto - a 
Right Hon. Earl Ludlow, Huntiag- 


Benjamin Bond Hopkins, Big; 2. 

Wrm. Middteton, Eſq; Ipſwich, 

Char, Alezander Crickett, 2 
Hon. Charles Marſham, Kn ' E g 
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tamuel — 
Hull, * 


— Xeergfn e ee ee 
Ab. Rawlinſon, Big; Lowgfs town j 


Right Hon. Lord Arden, 
Cornwall 


Jobn Peach Hungerford, Eſa; 22 
cefterfbire 


Charles Loraine $mith, * ditte | 
Jobn We ue, Aer: 


Hon. Jobn Cornwall 
Do 


Thomas Kemp, Lewes, —_ 
Brook Watdon, — Zan 
Sir Watkin Lewes, Kt. A 
Nathaniel Newuham, q; d 


John Sawbridge, Eſq; dH 
Richard foes 2 


Sbregſbi 
emen! Taylor, Eſq, Mas 
IT Noe 


Edwards, Eſq; ditto 
> Hon, I .ord. Waltham, Malden, 


phe, Hon, Lord Viſc. Maitlaud, ] 
Sir "The Rich, Bart. Marlow, Bale 
C. Hawkins, Eſq; St, Michael, Corawall 


Evan Logs Vaughau, *. un 


ga Wilkes, — 2 | 
iam Mainwar 
be Hon. Lord — „ 
bourne- Port, Somerſetfbirt 
ohn Morgan, Eſq; Mmmneutbfbire . 
ohn Sutton, Eſq; A Nottings | 


25 Macdonald, Eſq; New- 


188 ca/lle under Lime, S. 
. Brandling, Eſq; Newcafle 
Tyne, Northumberland 

John Barrington, Eſq; Newton, Hants 
Sir Edward Bart, Norfolk 
Hen. Pierſe, Eſq; NorthallertongT orkfbire} 
nie - Langham, Bt. Northemptonſbire' 

t * ec "tags Compton, North- 


Nathauiel Smith, di 
ce e 2% 
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Wm, Ryegate, 

Sir Wan. il, N Dogs 

Hon. John Villiers, S 
George 2 

Right — 

J 0 | 9 

e 

Paul Le Meſ' Eſq; ditte Gan + 

RY B. . nll Grofit 

Sir J. 7 —— Steyning, Saſs 


= Eſq; Olla 


Charles Dyndas, Eſg; 4 
Sir C. Middleton; N. 


Po 
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* Gordon, ſqʒ Stockbridge, anger 
illiam Smith, Eſq; Sudbury, Sf 
[oa Lan aſton, Eſq; rar a 
ua Gr 
Sir Jos 1224 25 Bare. Seng 
r Norton, ditte 

Rt. Au Lord 
Rt. Hon. Richard 


ee Fopham, 1 7 
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cer Meadows, El der. 


Ines Marti 


ny Hog 
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Henry Beaufoy, Eſq; ditto 
Henry Duncombe, Torkfbire 
William — Bla: ditto 

Right Hon. Viſe. Gall 


Richard Slater Milnes, 
Alexander Garden, Eſq; 


Viſcount Mabon, i 
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ohn Sinclair, Eſq; 
ohn Fenton S 


ir John Rou 


« Bdib'zb| Gabriel Sremyrd, Rigs Wm 
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u. Reſolved unanimouſly, | 
_ rn 3 ba Ads 1 
as Committee, 

_ Refolved unanimouſly, That this Committee, 
with the Jaan of the abſelute neceir 
of a Reform in the Repreſentation of the People 
in Parliament, feel the deepeſt concern in finding 
that the Houſe of Commons have refuſed to 
give leave for bringing in a Bill, on a motion 
of the Right Honourable, William Pitt, for 
amending ſuch Repreſentation. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That a transfer of the 
Right of Election from corrupt or decayed Bo- 
roughs, to Counties or populous _ of 
| ties 
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Counties, the Metropolis or great Towns, would 
be 2 conſiderable improvement to the preſent 
fate of Repreſentation. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
the Meeting be given to the Right Honourable 8 
William Pitt, who moved; the Members of this 

unty, and the other 173 Members who voted 
for the queſtion for leave to bring in a Bill to 

mend the Repreſentation of the People of Eng- 
und in Parliament, on Monday the 18th inſt. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the above Reſo- 
utions be ſigned by the Chairman, and printed 


i the morning an evening papers. 


C0 


Paper . 


Reſolutions af 4 very numerous and: reſted 
Meeting of the Weſtminſter Committee of A 
ſociation, held af the King's Arms Tavern, Py 
luce Tard, nnn 

| — _— | | 


Sir RICHARD SOTHA $9 the Cha | Mn 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 
AT a transfer of the Right of eleding 
Members to ſerve in Parliament for fs | | 
and inconſiderable Boroughs to the Metropol 
Counties, populous Diſtricts of Counties, ad 
great Towns of this kingdom, according to 
due proportion, until à ſufficient addition fhal 
have been made to that part of the Repreſent: 
tion, together with the admiſſion of Copyholde 
and Leaſeholders of certain deſcriptions, to tht 
right of voting in the fame manner as Free 
holders now may in County Clections, wi 
greatly contribute to remedy the abuſes and 
defects in the preſent ſtate of Repreſentation, be 
a conſiderable improvement, and have a mani 
tendency to ſecure the Rights of the People and 
the Principles of the Conſtitution, . 
ReſolvedMe (@ 


[4s] 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee 
arneſtly conjure the inhabitants of the City and 
Liderties of Weſtminſter, to perſevere with uns 
bated ardour in their efforts to obtain 4 fair 
tepreſentation of the People, and a more cons 
Mutonal duration of Parliament; and that this 
ommittee will cordially co-operate witlf the 
ommittees of Counties and Cities, and all other 
ublic Bodies, friendly to a Reform in the Re- 
ceſentation, and a repeal of the Septennial Act, 
purſuit of thoſe neceſſary meaſures. 
Reſolved unanimoully, That fuch Repreſen - 
tires of the People. 25. are . of this 
ommittee, be requeſted to W their places 
ben Mr. Sa keto 4 1 ot mo n 2-4 
ortening the duration of Parliaments, 

tert their utmoſt tain, free of Hates — 
tional mealure, .. 

Reſolved, That this Committee, impreſſed 
ee celſity of a Re- 


bet of. Go have refuſed to give 
ave for bringin 25 on the motion of 
e Right Hot William Pitt, for amend= 
g ſuch Repreſentation. 

u, Nr, Pitt's ſpecific Plan of Reform, or the 
2 propoſed by him to obtain it, not being 


re this Committee, 
Reſolved, That this Committee decline at 


ent to give any opinion on the merits of 


e. 
Ff 2 Reſolved, 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee 
are ſenſible. of the great advantages derived to 
the Public from an Act brought 1 into Parliament 


by John Crew, Eſq; for diſq 1 05 Reyenue 
ons 


Officers from voting in Ele i e 


to ſerve in Parlament by which the enormous 
and nconſtitutional influence of the Crown has 


been materially diminiſſied. But it appearing 
to this Committee, that, notwithſtanding the 
falutary proviſions of that AR, the Miniſter of 
the Crown till poſſeſſes” a moſt extenſive and 
alarming influence 'over certain Elections, from 
the number of perſons dependent on the public 
Boards, and not diſqualified by that Act. This 
Committee are of o inion; that until a ſubſtan. 
tial Reform of the Rept proſe t ſhall be ob. 
tained, that it is becoine highly neceſſary {il 
further to Gincflih loch ihfluencs by a Bill to 
prevent ſuch perſons from, voting Election 
of Members to ſerve in Parliathient. 
© Reſolved unanimouſſy, That the Above Rel | 
lutions, ſigned b the Chairman, be publiſhet 
in Ne ok and evening papers. ; 
| can Horna 


1 Sigg k » Wee; Ads in 


s "od « 4 ” 8 
44 + +4* ; 
A e 
„ * 1 p Ia fi , k - . 
* 9 * — I As 8 Y.4 111. 444 5 . - 
p G 3 . Px. 4 4. #% g 
4 * 2 — a + 4.+ © % > 4 (I? 144 p pf 7 I 
v a, \ , 
dg I. 
.* + o , 
1 2-01 


5 SFF E FS 8 . FSF g 


. 
S 
— 


0 


e 


Paper III. 


Letter 485 the Rev. C. WrviLL to „ Dr . 
2 2 . Jenn. . Irn 
ö ' v, 17 b 141 
* — — b. 


 NzkoT's HoTzL, May 6, 1785. 


Dear Sir, n | 

1 SHOULD think it very 

unfortunate if my meaning were miſunderſtood 
by you, reſpecting any meaſure propoſed for the 
wpport of the common cauſe, and therefore 
wiſh to explain myſelf clearly on the fubject of 
our converſation this mor n 
[ have thought, and I have found ſeveral 4. a 
Gentlemen agreed with me in thinking, that 
ſomething ought to be done ſoon to prevent the 
*ublic being diſcouraged by the repeated re. 
jection of Mr. Pitt's motions for a Reform of 
the Repreſentation ; and alſo to unjte, if poſſi- 
ble, the ative Friends of Reformation of all - 
parties, and of every claſs of Reform, whether 
more or leſs extenſive, in ſupport of ſome ſpe- - 
alc meaſure, generally allowed by all thoſe va- 
nous deſcriptions of men to be' right, or advan- 
tageous to the Public. With this view I have 
taken the liberty to 4 * to you, and other 
Ff 3 friends 
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friends of the cauſe, to meet to-morrow ; and! 
have fairly and freely told you, and ſuch other 
Gentlemen as I have had an opportunity to con. 
verſe with, not only what my general purpoſe i 
but alſo, that I hope the Meeting will think it 
is for the intereſt of the Conſtitutional Refor. 
mation we all profeſs to aim at, to hold up the 
leading Principles of the ſpecific Play lately pro. 
poſed by Mr. Pitt, as meriting nationa ſupport; 
though ſuch approbation ought undoubtedly to 
be expreſſed in. terms that would not convey 
any diſavowal of thoſe more general principle 
on which 1 contend, as well as you, that all fre: 
Government muſt be founded. But 
you ſhould not entirely accede to theſe opini. 
ons, I perſuade myſelf to hape, there is nothing 
in all this which ſhould prevent your honouring 
me with your company to-morrow, under the 
miſtaken ſuppoſition that becauſe you know my 
opinion, and alſo, that ſome. of the Gentlemen 
invited concur in it, therefore all 'debate is, or 
is meant to be, precluded. I have honeſtly, 
though perhaps ſomewhat too bluntly, told you 
what I conceive the intereſt of the Public require. 
Several other Gentlemen are alſo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with the ſame opinion. If. you, ſhould 
not be able to concur in any thing propoſed on 
theſe grounds, I ſhould lament ſo unfortunate i 
diverſity of ſentiments had taken place between 
us; and of the Public Cauſe ſhould augur il 
indeed in that caſe; but I certainly ſhould; xc 

| knowledge 
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that in rejecting whatever may be 
— e e oth 
xropoting what may ſeem good to your on 
judgment, you Ar _ what may pro- 
regularly e Meeting 
— * that at the Thatched Houſe has been, 
n 

gitated at ſuch Meeting. 


ien 


With great regard, 


Moſt fincerely yours, 
C. WYVILL. 


- 
— 


Paper IV. | 
letter in reply from Dr. Joan J=BB to the Rev, 
C. WVVIII. 

Dear Sir, | 
| IF any thing could induce 


me to break through the reſolution I had formed 
to decline appearing at a Meeting, the purpoſe 
of which you gave me to underſtand was to 
conſider upon the proper means of enforcing 
Ff4 an 
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an union upon the principles of the Miniſter, 
your kind note of laſt night would have had 
that effect; but I will freely own ſome late oc. 
currences have much alarmed me. They lead 
me to believe, that although the viſible agent, 
are actuated by the pureſt principles, and ate 
totally unconſcious as well as incapable of any 
ſiniſter aim, ſomething foreign to the main 

ueſtion, if not inimical to the real intereſt of 

e People, is intended, which may be revealed 
in its day. 

In cenſuring the conduct of the majority of 
the preſent Parliament, and in animating the 
People to perſevere in the demand of their un. 
doubted right to ſhort Parliaments and a fairer 
Repreſentation, I would cordially concur. The 

| ſtronger the language the more in harmony with 
my feelings. But an union upon Mr. Pitt's prin- 
ciples, although I would on no account be un- 
derſtood to reprobate the whole of his Plan, 1 
cannot bring myſelf to approve. The extenſion 
of the right of ſuffrage to Copyholders is cet. 
tainly juſt ; and although I have objections to 
an increaſe of County Repreſentatives, yet the 
transfer of the election franchiſe from decayed 
Boroughs to the Metropolis and large Towns, 
at preſent unrepreſented, would certainly, when 
effected, be no inconſiderable advance towards 
conſtitutional perfection. Yet defects are evi 
dently a * the face of this 505 
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No proviſion. as yet appears for the relief of 


vpon Mr, Pitt's principles, that the right of ſuf- 
frage ſhould in them be extended far beyond i in 
preſent limitations. 

It is alſo an unſufferable objection i in my wind. 
that a long period of time muſt neceſſarily 
capſe before any effect of conſequence can be 
produced by the operation of the principles pro- 
poſed, The Country in the mean time may be 
rvined—the People totally enſlaved, _ 

| ſee alſo ſtrong objections to the idea of de- 
pending for an improvement in the Repreſenta- 
tion upon the voluntary ſurrender of the preſent 
monopolizers, more eſpecially as the Parliament 


lances of the purchaſe, With reſpe to the vio-. 
ated right of ſuffrage of the great collective 


2 > BS 8 F &- =, 


— 


on of importance that all ſuch views and proſpects 
r. vill be totally forecloſed by the adoption of his 
to Wl plan, which he propoſes ſhall be final. I was in- 
he deed greatly concerned to perceiye, that in a 
ed WF peech, certainly manifeſting real abilities, and 
as, diſcloſing much Conſtitutional information, was 
en % comprehended matter totally unfounded, 
sand of the moſt dangerous tendency to the 
V- auſe of Freedom. 

*% As I am 3 that a Reform when 
Ne « effeted 


ſuch Boroughs as Bury, Yarmouth, Cambridge, 
Buckingham, &c. where reaſon requires, even 


we with to Reform i itſelf to direct the circum- 


body, Mr. Pitt repreſents it as a conſideration. 


„ 
effected muſt take place in conſequence of the 
active energies of the People of this Country, 
I ſhould think myſelf guilty of countenancing 


themiſchiefI apprehend, were i to go the lengthy 
you ſeem to wiſh in ſupport of the Miniſter" 
idea. I ſhould not on any account be acceſfary 
tothe obſtructing of any real good he may pro- 
poſe to effect for the Country. My late conduct 
at the Weſtminſter Committee, I truſt evinces 
that real good I will cordially aſſiſt in promoting 
from whatever quarter it may proceed, at the ſame 


time that I am firmly reſolved to oppoſe what. 
ever I eſteem dangerous to the cauſe of Freedom. 


I will alſo freely own that the conduct of the 
Houſe, upon Mr. Sawbridge's late motion, ap- 
pears to me an additional argument-for alarm, 
To that Gentleman, to Lord Surrey and to Mr. 
Martin, the country is greatly indebted for their 
manly conduct on that day: But did the filent 
vote of the Miniſter diſcover the proper warmth 
of attachment to the acknowledged Principle 
of the Conſtitution ? The queſtion you may an- 
ſwer applies equally to Oppoſition. Totally un- 
connected with Party; I feel no difficulty in ac- 
knowledging it applies to them, if poſſible, with 
greater force. Heaven grant the Conſtitution 
may meet with friends of a very different ſpirit 
in this its hour of danger, or Engliſh Libertic 
will ſoon become an empty name. 
In Ireland as in a faithful mirror the real maxim / 
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of the preſent Adminiſtration, reſpecting Politi- 


cal Liberty appear ſtrongly reflected and in their 
native deſarmity; Attachments, reſtraints of 
the preſs, denial of the Right of the SubjeR to 
bear arms, rejection of the Reform Bill; in all of 
which the — 1 r General 20 a con- 
certainly l with an union of the People, I will 
do all in my power to promote one upon a juſt 
and comprehenſive principle. I will — 
ſupport any reaſonable and practicable plan, al- 
though it does not immediately proceed to the 
full extent of my own idea, provided the effectual 
Rights of the People are not reprobated in ſuch 
plan, and all further improvements forecloſed ; 
but I will never purſue a line of conduct which 
implies an approbation of Principles I abhor ; a 
line of conduct which would diffociate very 
many approved Friends of the Conſtitution 
from our cauſe, and which veſts implicit confi- 
dence in a man, who though juſtly reſpectable on 
many accounts, has openly avowed himſelf, and 
as openly ated as the Miniſter of the Crown. 
For theſe reaſons, and as my preſence at a 
Meeting, where my voice in all probability would 
be diſcordant from the general tone, cannot poſſi- 
bly anfwer any good purpoſe—With the ſin- 
cereſt and moſt heartfelt reſpe& for yourſelf and 
ſuch of the worthy Gentlemen as I hear are to 
be of your company, beg leave to decline com- 


plying 


„ 

plying with your obliging invitation. Our cauſe 
I have no doubt will ultimately ſucceed To 
the lateſt hour of my life I will exert myſelf 
with unabated vigour in its ſupport, whatever 
may be the event with reſpect to my fortune or 
my fame. Happy if my conduct be ſuch as ſhal 
approve itſelf to the friends of freedom and of 
public virtue, yet not deſtitute of ſufficient con. 
ſolation if deprived of every external ſpecies of 
ſupport, and conſcious only of the approbativa 
of my own — in the ſolitary hour, 


1. am 180 Bude yours, 
Jon, N 


Panziunünt STREET, z7th May, 1 785. 
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Paper V. 
Reſolution” at 4 previews Meeting of Gentlemen, 
Friends 1 4 Reform of Parliamentary Repte- 


ſentation, held at the Thatched-Houſe Tavern, 
St. W May 7, 1785. 
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| Reſolved, That Mr. Wil be defired, in 
the name of the Gentlemen here preſent, 'to' 
requeſt of Mr. Pitt, that they may be favoured. 
with a copy of his Plan for the Reform of Re- 
preſentation, for the purpoſe of calling a Meet- 
ng, on the-24th-of this month, to take the me- 
rits of it into conſideration. * 2 


or aids 5:08 Bur * SURREY... 


Ne VI. 
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Paper VI. 


Reſolutions at @ Meeting held at the Takes 
| Houſe Tavern, St. James's-Sireets; May 24, 178s, 
called at the Requiſition. of ſeveral Gentlemen, 
Friends to a Reform ꝙ Parliamentary Repre- 
ſentation, for the purpoſe of taking into con- 
_ ' fideration @ Plan propoſed by the Right Hen. 
WILLIAM PITT. 
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IF 


| The kan of SURREY in the Chair. 


Pr nas moved, That 2 Reformation of the 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 
conducted on the principles, and to the extent 
ſtated to this Meeting i in a paper read by the 
Chairman, entitled * A ſummary Explanation 
of the Principles of Mr. Pitt's inrchded Bil for 
amending the Repreſentation of the People in | 
Parliament,“ would form a ſubſtantial i improve- 
ment of the Conſtitution. 

Which on a diviſion paſſed in the ure, 

Ayes, 39; Noes, 63. 

It was then reſolved that the Proceedings 
this Meeting be printed .in the Public Papers, 
ſigned by the Chairman, with the names of the 
Gentlemen as they voted. 
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T. rand Hollis, Eſq; The Hid 
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dall Lloyd, Eſq and 
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Tie fullnwing Gentlemen voted far the Queſtion : 


0 dlaton, Eig; MP 4. 1 
850 Serke l. L f 
nb e 

Mr Alderman 3 / 
Samuel Shore, jun. Eſq; Nertea- Hall, 


Rev. c Wyvill, Burtnn-Hab, Torkfire 
— spenberdhiitope, 
dane. 

n 3 mJ": 0 Dane ** 
nt voted againſt the Queſtion : 


« 


| "| Bar! bf- MP. » 
John Muſters, Eſq; Colwich, Notting- 
re 
l ſ 
n Phillips, Eſq; Temple 
Me Peach, £af-Sbeen, 
C. J. For, MP Mr Parker 
Rich, Fitzpatrick, M P Sir Rich. Rycroft, Bt. Carlton Yorkfoire 


b 3 


Gan 
, Bart. Baul. 
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Paper I. 


elolutions at a Meeting of Gentlemen, who 
bad agreed to form themſelves into a Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, held in London, in 
April 1780. 


| l 
| 
= — —— — 


THE Gentlemen under -· mentioned having 
to form themſelves into a Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, have 


* come to the following, * 
Reſolutions; viz. 


Reſolved, 

HAT this Society be called THE SO. 
CIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL IN- 
ORMATION. 

Reſolved, That this Society be unlimitted in 
number; and that no one ſhall be eſteemed a 
— who hath not ſubſcribed and paid at - 
* guinea as an annual ſubſcription to- 


ards its expences; and no anual ſubſcription 
. I. b 8 g ſhall 


** | + 


1 


V. 


f 4 1 


ſhall exceed five guineas : and if any one ful 
chooſe to compound by paying down f 
guineas, he ſhall be deemed a perpetual Membe 

Reſolved, That the annual ſubſcription « 
commence on the firſt day of May of this pt 
ſent year. 

Reſolved, That all ſubſcriptions and donatiq 
in aid of this Society be paid into the hands, 

T. B. Hollis, Eſq; in Craven-ſtreet, 
until a Treaſurer be appointed. 

Reſolved, That as ſoon as fifty Member 
aſſociated, a General Meeting ſhall be call 
when the ſeveral laws and regulations alrad 
agreed to ſhall be read over; and confirms 
altered, or annulled. And at this —— 
ſhall be elected a Preſident, &c. 

Reſolved, That all Members, after the 1 
ciation of thirty is complete, ſhall be choſa 


ballot, &c. 


frec 

Fd. . Let, Bly. a 
Pa, Bridge, By. II. D. Colonel Miles the 
e S ee T 
obs 8 Eſq. R. B. Sheridan, E ing 
Day, E James Trecothick, def 
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Paper II. 


The Firſt Addreſs to the Public from the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information. 


the venerable Conſtitution handed down ta 
us, through a long ſucceſſion of ages, from 
our Saxon and Britiſh anceſtors, this is the baſis 
ind the vital principle LAW, TO BIND ALL, 
MUST BE ASSENTED TO BY AL. 
And it was their felicity 'to have made that 
« beſt diſcovery of political wiſdom, whereby 
this afſent of all throughout the realm was to be 
collected and carried into execution; namely, a 
freely- choſen, a full and equal REPRESENTA- 
TION. But it was foreſeen, that to delegate 
the power of enacting Laws to a ſingle aſſembly 
of Repreſentatives, or to a fingle Council, or a 
ingle Magiſtrate, would be to eſtabliſh at once a 
deſpotiſm ; and to divide it between Two only, 
would not provide a laſting ſecurity againſt that 
enl; for that which ſhould once acquire the 
akendant, would neceſſarily render itſelf. abſo- 
lute. Hence it was wiſely ſettled that the Le- 

zillature ſhould conſiſt of THREE diſtin& pow- 
ers, with different gradations of dignity, and 
=, can- 


7 


hen 
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conſequently different individual intereſts; while 
the harmonizing of the whole ſhould produce 
the good of the State: ſo that by reaſon of this 
diverſity of individual intereſts, and the oppo. 
fing ſentiments and paſſions thence naturally ex. 
cited, every matter propoſed might be exhibited 
in all poſſible lights, and undergo a full and free 
diſcuſſion; and nothing become LAW, but thro o 
the medium of mature deliberation, and mutual Wl yi 
conceſſions to that grand intereſt which wa Wl in 

Wi 


common to all. 


Theſe three powers we call King, Lords, ad 
Commons. by 
It is on all hands agreed, that this inſtitution I fh. 
of government is excellently adapted to the i Wi its 
curity of that FREEDOM which is aur comm Will ro: 
inheritance. But this is only acknowledged, o vit 
long as each of theſe powers remains independent 
of either or both of the other two: for, if one 
of them ſhould loſe its independence, it is en. 
dent that our government, notwithſtanding out: 
ward appearances, would conſiſt of only tw 
powers ; and if two ſhould loſe their indepe- 
dence, it is equally evident that our govert- 
ment, although three in form, would in efſet 
confiſt of only one power. 

The moment that either the Crown, the Lords, 
or the Commans loſe their independence, in that 
moment our Conſtitution is violated, our G0. 
vernment is overturned, and our Liberty is en- 


dangered. | 2 
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As'every Engliſhman has an equal * 
in this Liberty, and in thoſe Laws and that Con- 


fitution which have been provided for its de- 
fence ; it is therefore neceflary that every Eng- 
iſhman ſhould know what that Conſtitution is; 
when it is SAFE, and when ENDANGERED. 
To diffuſe this knowledge univerſally through- 
out the realm, to circulate it through every 
village and hamlet, and even to introduce it 
into the humble dwelling of the cottager, is the 
wiſh and the hope of this Society. | 
They truſt it is a wiſh that will be 
by all good men; and that it is a hope not il}. 
founded, in a country whole love of Liberty is 
is characteriſtic, and where every thing gene- 
rous, and in favour of that liberty, — 
vith the beſt and. warmeſt feelings of the People: 
So extremely ſimple are thoſe firſt principles of 
our Conſtitution,, upon which depends THE 
LIBERTY OF THE PEOPLE, that the S6- 
dety are convinced any ſuch inſtitution as 
theirs had for ever been , had not 
certain of our Pa rliaments, without authori 
unjuſtly, and againſt their fidelity, diſpiſing 
widom of the great founders of our Govern- 
nent and the Rights of their Conſtituents, de- 
parted from and violated this ſound maxim of 
Popular Freedom, that © To the bulk of any 
tation, deſtined to labour and not to ſtudy, to act 
and not to ſbeculate, it is neceſſary to enjoy the 
Melon undiminiſhed, and the conſtant exerciſe 
Gg 3 unabridged, 
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unabridged, of its legiſlative or ELECTION 
RIGHTS, as the only poſſible, means by en 
can preſerve its liberty. 
It has been juſtly obſerved "it a 
writer, * that When a PEOPLE have loſt the 
power of legally aſſerting their Rights, they are 
expoſed to that which is THE HIGHEST DE. 
GREE OF POLITICAL RUIN, the loſs of even 
* the remembrance of them.“ And agreeable to the 
above maxim, another excellent author informs 
us, that our Saxon forefathers eſtabliſhed their 
——_———— in Britain, before the tranſactions 
of mankind were recorded in writing, at leaf 
among the northern nations: they, therefore, 
handed down to poſterity the principles of their 
government, BY IHE ACTUAL EXERCISE 
OF THEIR RIGHTS; which became the anc- 
ent uſage and cuſtom of the People, and the lay 
of the land. And hence it came to paſs; tht 
when this ancient cuſtom and ' uſage: ceaſed to 
act, the remembrance of the cuſtom ceaſed with it 
We may add to this, that, fince the Conquet, 
our arbitrary Kings, and men of arbitrary prin- 
ciples, have endeavoured to deſtroy the few re. 
maining records and hiſtorical facts, that might 
in remembrance a form of government ſo 
kind, friendly, and hoſpitable 0 the human 
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„ De Lolme's Conſtitution of England, p. 210. 
+ Hiſtorical Eſſay on the Eogliſh Conſtitution, p- 8. 
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It is the aim'of this Society iety to ſupply, as far 
23 may be, the want of thoſe Pres 67 — | 
and to revive in the minds of their fellow-citi- 
zens, THE COMMONALTY AT LARGE, a. 
of their loſt Rights; ſo: that, know-" 
ing the value of their inheritance, and the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of exerciſing their Election Rights 
x5 extenſively and as conſtantly as our ſacred 
Conſtitution and its great founders intended, 
they may reſtore Freedom and Independency to 
that branch of the Legiſlature which originates 
from, repreſents, and is anſwerable to THEM. 
SELVES. ; 
Te, That this Independency hath been unconſti. 
heir WY tutionally incroached upon, hath long, from its 
158 Wl notoriety, been the public ſentiment, and is now 
nci- WM the public complaint: and even the Commons 
law WY Houſe of Parliament itſelf hath acknowledged 
that both the juſtice and the neceſſity of this com- 
} to WM plint, by its memorable vote on the 6th day 
þ it, of this month. 
velt, If there be any one cauſe of alarm to the 
orin- WY People of England of greater magnitude than 
il others, it is ſuch a confeſſion as this on the 
night part of their Repreſentatives in the Legiſlature : 
nt oi is big with ſolemn warning; it is full of ſeri. 
zman cus admonition. 
Hence all thoſe who have a regard for their 
I besce, their property, or their ſacred laws; all 
bo feel the tender affections of kindred, or 
Gg4 children, 
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children, or parents; all who are friendly to 
ſociety, or who love their country; who ut 
inſpired by gratitude to the founders and pre. 
ſervers of this Conſtitution, and who wiſh to 
leave it as an inheritance' to poſterity ; ar 
called upon by every confideration which cn 
awaken fleeping virtue, or ſtimulate the breaf 
to wiſe and generous actions for their own and 
their country's good, thoroughly to inforn 
, themſelves what the Conftitution IS ; What i 
its preſent DANGER ; and by what means it 
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Paper III. 


The Second Addreſs to the Public from , 


dolence and deſpondency, with which we are 
too apt to endure their preſſure. Were the loſs 
of Public Liberty, the decline and fervitude of 
Nations as much beyond the reach of human 
exertion to prevent as the great caufes of na- 
tural calamities, it would not be ſurpriſing, that 

men ſhould derive their greateſt conſolation 
from inſenſibility, and tamely ſubmit to what 
it was not granted them to avoid. But, hap- 
pily for the ſpecies, moſt of the moral circum- 


ſtances, upon which its happineſs depends, are 


placed fo much within its power, that it may in 
general be ſaid to he the only author of its 

or evil fortune. Do we ſee 2 particular Com- 
munity advancing to power and glory, do we 
ſee it ſhadowing the ocean with its fleets, ex- 


tending its commerce, and giving law to the 


ſurrounding nations, we ſhall not be deceived 
in concluding, that it retains an internal prin- 
ciple of vigour, which has hitherto preſerved 

its 


ERE- political evils as unavoidable ay 
plryficat ones, it would juſtify the in- 
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its government from groſs corruption, and kept 
it true to the original ends of its inſtitution, 
Do we on the contrary ſee- that ſucceſs deſerts 
its arms, that commerce. languiſhes, that its mi. 
litary ardour evaporates in feeble and fruitleſi 
efforts, that the tide of opulence is at an ebb, 
that its conſequence; as well as the opinion of 
its force, diminiſhes with its neighbours, we 
may ſafely pronounce that there is ſome internal 
defect, of which theſe calamities are only the 
indication. In ſuch a country vain will be the 
attempt to reſtore its drooping fortune, by any 
means which fall ſhort of a radical Reformation, 
In vain may fleets be fitted, out, in vain may 
armies be raiſed, in vain may generals be re- 


called, or miniſters diſplaced; theſe changes 


may accelerate, or retard, but can never pre- 
vent approaching ruin. While the ſpirit and 
manners of the Roman common- wealth remain- 
ed entire, neither the invaſion of Pyrrhus, the 
victories of Hannibal, nor the bloody irruptions 
of the Gauls, were capable of ſhaking it on its 
firm foundations; but when that haughty Peo- 
ple had ſubmitted to the common yoke, it be- 


held its ancient glory e the decline of 


ancient manners. 

A fooliſh or n Prince, fatronndel 
by a venal Senate, to whom the very name of 
virtue is either unknown or odious, was not 
born to retain dominions acquired by republi- 


can ys and republican valour : nor could 
| 2 
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z People, which had loſt all pretenſions to go- 
vern itſelf, long expect to rule over others. 


Every attack of its rude and leſs corrupted- 
neighbours ſevered ſome part of the Empire 
from the reſt, till at length the mighty fabric, 
which it had been the labour of ages to rear, 
fell in an inſtant, and left behind no traces of 
its former greatneſs. F1 

In modern times this ſeries of events which 
we ſtill admire in hiſtory, has been renewed, 
and we now behold it haſtening on to a ſimilar 
cataſtrophe. A ſmall and obſcure People, con- 
founded with the crowd of - barbarians, : which. 
ſubmitted to the Roman yoke, and ſcarcely ho- 
noured with a name, preſerved through all the 
ſucceſſive calamities it was deſtined to experi- 
ence, the ſeeds of future greatneſs. The 
of contending factions, the gloomy zeal of fana- 
ticiſm, the attempts which were made upon its 
liberties, and even the civil wars which thoſe 
attempts repeatedly produced, inſtead of de- 
preſſing, have only conſpired to exalt it. 
Theſe contentions, which ſeemed to menace 
deſtruction, kept alive, by the mutual jealouſies 
they inſpired, a ſpirit of rational inquiry, and a 
knowledge of thoſe great rights which are eſſen- 
tial to human happineſs. All the paſſions too, 
of which the mind is ſuſceptible; being continu- 
ally called forth, and applied to the nobleſt ob- 
jets, imparted to the national character that 
vigour and energy, which rendered it equal 2 
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the greateſt cnterprizes, and 'infiired ſuccek, 
It is an inquiry of the moſt intereſting nature, 
why England is the only Country, which has 
preſerved in any degree of purity, that common 
Conſtitution, which all the nations of Europe 
derived from their Anceftors: in this place it is 
fufficient/ to remark, that its power and great. 
neſs have always been proportionable to the 
degree, in which the People have aſſerted their 

i - Thoſe who are continually declaim- 


| 
8 ing againſt inteſtine: diviſions, and think an age 
[| of ſervitude à cheap redemption from a ſingle 
| .commotion, will do well to conſider the 
blaze of glory which gilded thoſe difaſtrous con- 
| teſts which can never be remembered: without 
| a tear, the awe and terror which this People 
1 impreſſed upon the moſt powerful Sovereign 
| of Europe, even during the uſurpation of Crom. 
well, and the inſtant diſgrace and ſhame which 
attended the reſtoration of its hereditary tyrants, 
Nor is it difficult to aflign a reaſon for theſe Bl pe: 
events—The Parliament which took up arms Wl flat 
againſt Charles I. and carried their fucceſſes to Wl Th 
fo aſtoniſhing a length, knew that they were h 
violating the eſtabliſhed forms of the Conſtitu- ¶ tior 
| tion, and therefore made a bold appeal to the ¶ the 
| common rights and common reaſon of the Peo- ¶ mo! 
A ple. Nor could they hope for ſucceſs, without if the 
| encouraging principles the moſt favourable to I tion 
human liberty, as well as avoiding thoſe cor- ¶ pu 
| ruptions, which had been the ground of their I peſt 
| _— 
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oppoſition : for men, who are doomed to in- 
evitable lavery, will always prefer an hereditary 
and preſcriptive tyranny to one of a later date. 
They had, beſides, embarked in a deſperate 
ſtruggle, not one of the common cauſes, in 
which the lives and property of a nation are 
lviſhed to advance the perſonal greatneſs, or 
eratify the private reſentment of a Sovereign, 
but ſuch an one as rouzed the paſſions, awaken- 
ed the energy, and occupied the ſoul of every 
individual. It was neceflary to conquer or 
to periſh; and this was underſtood by all. 
No private jealouſies therefore, nor perſonal 
cabals, no hereditary prejudice of birth, none 
of the common arts and machinations, which 
place an awful diſtance between the favour of 
a Sovereign, and the virtues of his Subjects, 
were ſufficiently powerful to depreſs ability and 
courage; every one gladly conſpired to reward 
thoſe talents upon which his own ſecurity de- 
pended, and each individual ſeized upon the 
lation which he felt himſelf born to occupy— 
This is the ordinary effect of civil commotions : 
which, while they confound all human diſtinc- 
tions, frequently cure inveterate abuſes, reſtore 
the youth and vigour of a community, and re- 
move the obſtacles of unfriended merit : thus 
the whirlwind, which fpreads ruin and deſola- 
tion along the earth, is ſometimes: known to 
purify the air, and diſpel the collected ſeeds of 
peſtilence. Nor, when the ſupreme power was 


in 
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invaded by Cromwell, was the nation therefore 
enſlaved, or the principles of freedom ſubverted. 
That man who united the virtues of a patriot 
with the ambitionſf a tyrant, knew, that a Peg. 
ple which had lately dared ſo much and ſo fuc. 
ceſsfully in defence of their Liberty, required 
the guidance of a firm but cautious hand; and 
that it was eaſier to dazzle their haughty temper 
with the glory, than to bend it by the terrors of 
uſurpation. He therefore applied himſelf ſo 
ſucceſsfully to cultivate the genius of his nation, 
to reſtrain its turbulent ſpirit without extinguiſh. 
ing its vigour, to increaſe its commerce, improye 
its reſources, and above all to preſerve that force 
of diſcipline and ſimplicity of manners, without 
which all human power is but of ſhort duration, 
that we ſhall not regret the eminence he attained, 
if we can forget the ſteps by which he aſcend. 
ed. If we compare him with the ſovereign 
who preceded, he alone will appear by nature 
intended for a throne; if with his fucceſſors, 
we ſhall perhaps apply to him, though in a 
different ſenſe, that device which was invented 
for the perfidious Charles, © exiit tyrannus, regun 
ultimus. h 1 

The Reſtoration, as we are accuſtomed to cil 
it, that enſued, was accompanied with the molt 
ſiniſter omens. That Liberty, whoſe mainte- 
nance has coſt ſuch ſtreams of generous blood, 
and which might have been fixed upon a ſolid 


baſis for ſucceeding ages, was made the ſhameful 
| purchaſe 
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purchaſe of private emolument ; and ſurround- 

ing nations, that had turned their attention to 
2 theatre, which preſented the moſt , awful and 
intereſting ſcenes, beheld with aſtoniſhment 
thoſe rights, which it had been fatal to the 
father to invade, reſigned vithout a ſtruggle to 
his degenerate ſon. A. profligate and luxurious 
prince, infected with the yices of every country 
which had yielded an aſylpm to his wandering 
ſteps, deſtitute alike of priyate and public virtue, 
without faith, or gratitude, or ſhame, without 
the ambition of a tyrant, or the feelings of a 
man, ſeized without oppoſition the throne of 
the haughtieſt People in the univerſe, and uſed | 
it as an hereditary patrimony. He had been 

admitted without compact or ſtipulation, and 
he ſoon afforded a ſtriking leflon of what that 
People muſt expect, who hold their privileges at 
the mercy of a King, inſtead of defending them 

by their own exertion. From the firſt moment 

of his return, he gave moſt unequivocal proofs, 
that he conſidered the Public Revenue as de- 

ſtined to gratify his private vices, the forces of 
the kingdom as the neceflary engines of deſ- 

potiſm, the enemies of his country as his natu- 

ral friends, and every honeſt man as his invete- 

rate foe, His life was one continued ſcene. of 
riot and effeminacy, ſometimes varied with the 
graver ſchemes of deliberate tyranny ; ſo that it 
is doubtful whether his private character was 
more fatal to the morals, or his public one » 

| k 
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the liberties of his + The ancient and 
faithful friends of the fortunes of his family were 
diſmiſſed with ignominy, for wiſhing to recon. 
cile the prerogatives of the king with the ſafety 
of the nation, and the exiſtence of a Conftity. 
tion; while the choſen band of royal fatdllits 
was compoſed of men diſtinguiſhed only by their 
crimes ; the moſt corrupt where all were venil, 
the moſt abandoned where all were profli. 
gate ; whom nothing could reſcue from univer. 
fal ſcorn, but becoming the objects of univerfil 
hatred. —It is no wonder that ſuch a reign ſhould 
have been the zra of diſgrace and calamity ; that 
public credit ſhould have drooped, and national 
honour declined ; that war ſhould have degene- 
rated into piracy and rapine, peace into civil and 
religious perſecution ; that the natural friends 
and allies of England ſhould have been exaſpe. 
rated by undeſerved and unprovoked hoſtility: 
to ſum up all, that a dark and baneful conſpiracy 
ſhould have been formed againſt the Conſtitu- 


| tion of this Country, and the liberties of man- 


kind. 
Theſe are the evils and difgraces to which 1 


nation muſt ſabmit, that relaxes in the care of 


its acknowledged rights. For it is the groſſel 
prejudice to imagine, that there is ſomething 
in the ſoil or climate of this country, more pe. 
culiarly adapted to the preſervation of Freedom. 
Heaven has not diſtributed its bleffings with ſo 
partial and fo fparing an hand. 2 
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vill thrive in every portion of the globe, where 
its leaves are watered, and its Tooty protected; 
and in every climate; will it droop/and wither, 
when it is deſerted by its natural defenders. 11 
we caſt our eyes upon the neighbouring nations, 
which are gh + Ear, bes with common def. 
otiſm, we thall not 6nd ohe which did not ori- 
nally boaſt a Conſtitution ſimilar to our on. 
Spainhas had BerCortez, France her three Eſtates, 
Germany her independent Eleftors, Sweden and 
Pager theix Senates. If theſe are now for- | 


De ruin, it ſurely becomes us to take — 
their fate, and ig ſteer the Public veſſel far 
from a ſhore ve B dy covered' Gn 
WTeCKS M8 
How near CIC Ine; to this cataſtrophe, thi 
ituation of our Government at the Revolution 
ny inftrudt us. A dark;vindittive tyrarit, in 
ite of the oppoſition” of the beſt and moſt en- 
ghtened part of the nation, was elevated to the 
Throne, which he had ſeartely occupied an in- 
tant, before he diſplayed a deliberate delign of 
mia L ee eee 
s brother had at leaſt poſſeſſod ſpe. 
ious vices; but” James, to all the hereditary 
lefect is of his family, added 
r to himfelf: inſolence, vhich not con- 
ated with' 17 im 
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perience, that he armed the natural ſupporter 


a 
of Arbitrary Power in defence of Freedom; ad 
cruelty, ſo devoid of mercy or forgiveneſs, th Ml | 
he left no room for affection to his perſon, q ir 
pity to his misfortunes. Yet even under i 

| theſe diſadvantages, it is probable he wou P. 
have prevailed, had he had no other obſtade lf ® 
to encounter than the oppoſition of his Subject; Wl " 
ſo much had public ſpirit declined, fo little vu 

left of the ancient Engliſh character, fuch a loi * 
of indolence and pleaſure, ſuch a general ſupine ® 
neſs prevailed. What would have enfued fron © 
fuch ſucceſs it is not difficult to conjecture. 4M © 
ſoon as the horrors of religious perſecution hull d 

| ceaſed, and a ſuperſtition which adds new furl © 
to all the malignant paſſions of tyrants then. 
ſelves, had been once more firmly eſtabliſhed 
by the deſtruction of every thing generous in la 
the character of the nation, or juſt and equalin fo 
the principles of the Conſtitution, that univerilf '* 
calm which is the ſureſt ſymptom of political de 
death would have ſucceeded. Under. ſuch Pu 
Prince virtue and ability would have been alike Ge 
ſuſpected and odivus ; while the only merit wal ©" 
a blind implicit deference to his moſt ext 
gant commands; to ſpeak or think-with free 1 
dom had been treaſon; to have heſitated at an 
baſeneſs, rebellion, and to have afferted the pol 
Rights of the People, deſtruction. We ma) ® 
eaſily conceive what would have been the prict - 


of preferment, either in the Church or State 


ang 
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and that the laws themſelves, wreſted into an 
univerſal engine of private oppreſſion, would 
have reſigned the lives and property of every 
individual to the diſpoſal of the Monarch; while 
the oracles of Religion were dumb to eyery other 
purpoſe than that of inculcating the moſt vile and. 
abject ſubmiſſion. A juſt and equal Government, 
which conſults the happineſs of mankind, is al 
ways the patron of morals,. and the encourager 
of virtue; ſince neither extent of territory, nor 
ſuperiority. of wealth, nor the number. of mer- 
cenary troops can beſtow ſecurity, but the ſpirit, 
nalour, and principles of its ſubjects armed for 
their own defence, and united in a common 
cauſe, Tyranny on the contrary, which always 
reverſes the order of Nature, and aims at private 
emolument through public ruin, finds it neceſ- 
fry to diſcourage qualities which might be 
formidable to. itſelf, to weaken in order to go- 
dern, and to diſarm every hand which is capa- 
ble of uſing a ſword to an honeſt or a generous 
purpoſe. We may eaſily conceive that ſuch a 
Government, in its progreſs, would conſider 
even Induſtry and Commerce, although the im- 
mediate principles of national yigour, as form- 
ing impediments to the views of a Prince or his 
Uiniſter; and, with the dark and malevolent 
policy of Philip II. of Spain, think it neceſſary 
to introduce univerſal indigence and miſery in 
order to inſure obedience. - In every inſtance, 
therefore, the general good would have been 

Das ſcandalouſly 
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ſcandaloufly given up, or counteracted; the 
national honour baſely ſacriſiced on every Public 
occafion*; while the moſt calamitous and unn. 
tural wars were lightly entered into, or pertina. 
ciouſly purſued, did they flatter the private am. 
bition of a Prince, ſecure the power of a Mini. 


| 
ſer, or increaſe the perquilites of à Sycophant, Wl | 
Projects like theſe afford ample ſcope to carry ill « 
on the generous deſigns of Arbitrary Govern. : 
ment; to break the ſpirit of a nation by private r 
and public calamities; invade its property by b 
the 'moſt immoderate impoſitions ; extinguil c 
its few remaining privileges; aboliſh all diftinc. b 
tions but that of Slave and Tyrant; and bow it Wl » 
by every circumſtance of infitny and degrad- o 
tion to the yoke, If we hive feen the reverk n 
of this picture take place during a long ſeries of Wi 2t 
years which fucceeded the Revolution, we mult i w. 
attribute it Teſs to a change of Governors, thai i th 
to the courage and vigilance which the People Wl di 
derived from their own ſuccefsful ſtruggles, and Wi its 


to the renovation of the Conſtitution. 

Whatever magic there may be in particu Wl pre 
names, whatever real diſtinctions ĩn the character I tha 
of individuals, experience fufficiently evince, 
that the effects of power are as ſimilir and uni- tha 
verfal as the paſſions and nature of Man; and BN the 
that neither private obligations nor public con-W vit. 
fidence, neither ſhame nor (gratitude, nor the can 
ficred doctrines and influence of Religion itſel᷑ Wi to v 
upon its immediate Profetfors, have _ * of a 
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ſufficient to repreſs ordigate effects of an am- 
bition. Were it N to illuſtrate this by 


example, we might ſhew by what Reps the petty 
Sorereigns of all the European nations have gra- 
dually emancipated themſelves from their former 
ſtate of limited dominion. We could, in almoſt 
every inſtance; aſcertain the particular ; æra when, 
either by force or fraud, they have wreſted from 


their ſubjects, or from their brother tyrants the 


nobility, each of the privileges which are now 
become the favourite claim of Royalty. We 
could ſhew through what unparalleled crimes, 
by what ſucceſſive ſcenes of rn and cruelty, 
with what an utter diſregard o 
of Morality and Religion, as well as the conti- 
nual ſacriſice of Public Good, they have arrived 
at the diſtinguiſhed honours they now enjoy z 
we could eyen frequently fix, with accuracy, 

the time, when a particular family has become 
divine, by OTE off every thing human in 
its character or conduct. 

This as well underſtood by the fubtle andeom- 
prehenſive genius of Machiavel, when he afferted, 
that no Government can be hſting which is not 
frequently reduced to its firft principles. Heknew, 
that laws and forms were weak barriers 
the encroaching ſpirit of thoſe who are intruſted 
with their execution; that mercenary tro 
an never be wanting to defend, nor Caſuiſts 
to vindicate, nor Prieſts to fanctify the exceſſes 
of ambition, He lived in a Country, which had 


Hh 3 ſeen 
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ſeen the Conſular Faſces borne before the deſtroy. 
ers of the Republic; and where the moſt dread. 
ful deſpotiſm that ever trampled upon the Rights 
of Nature had been erected} under the ſhadow 
of a Religion which breathes peace, good - will 
and equality to mankind. He therefore taught, 
that the vigilance and vengeance of the People 
muſt be placed like a flaming ſword to guard 
their Rights; and gave. the moſt falutary and 
effectual admonitions againſt unlimited Power, 
by exhibiting the crimes through which it is 
purſued, the horrors by which it is maintained, 
That the Government of England underwent Wi | 
this proceſs, at leaſt to a certain degree, muſt be Wi 2 
evident to all who have ſtudied the hiſtory of b 
thoſe times. Though the agents in this great WW 4 
buſineſs, ſtartled at the importance of their own WW * 
attempt, and wanting honeſty and boldneſs to re 
avow the principles upon which they acted, have > 
tu 

re: 

en 


left the juſtice they owed their Country's wrongs 
unfiniſhed, though lateſt poſterity may execrate 

that timid or intereſted policy which meanly be. * 

trayed the Cauſe of Freedom, at the very inſtant f 


when her triumph was complete; yet, under 20 
whatever pretext a King is driven from the ut. 
Throne, there can be little diſpute concerning ſub 
the principles upon which that expulſion mult By Wit 
be juſtified, Foreign nations were indeed fur- WF V. 
prized to ſee the Rights of Humanity ſpringing WW d 
up and bloſſoming under the ſhadow of a Throne; * 

1 


and that thoſe who were for annihilating the li 
berties 


C485 J 


berties of millions, to gratify the pride of a few 
indolent uſurpers, ſhould be driven from the 
precincts of a Court: they did not conſider that 
the love of Power, which continually impels the 
great to violate every duty, may even produce 
contrary effects; and make them, when it is 
their intereſts, ge Virtue, and patronize 
Truth. - 

To theſe principles of our Conſtitution, re- 
ſtored to part at leaſt of their original purity, 
have been owing the internal ſtability and ſafety, 
the external glory and power of England.— 
In vain were the tyrants of the world leagued 
againſt that Government, which reſted upon the 
broad baſis of general conſent and public free- 
dom. Vain alike were the attacks of violence, 
and the machinations of fraud. While civil and 
religious perſecutors were depopulating all the 
continent, here might a real lover of humanity 
have contemplated an aſylum open to the unfor- 
tunate; religion, which addreſſed itſelf to the 
abba,” not to the fears of men ; laws which de- 
tended property, without oppreſling the poor; 
a Government which preſerved its own autho- 
rity, without annihilating the privileges of its 
ſubjects, and ſubjects who had learned to obey, 
without abandoning their claim to reſiſt. If 
warlike feats deſerved a place in the page which 
is dedicated to human happineſs, we could pro- 
duce atchievements which equal the luſtre of 
Rome in its brighteſt blaze of glory. We could 

a Hh 4 ſhew 
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thew the ocean covered by our fleets, our arm 


triumphant upon every ſhore, and our empire 


not only acknowledged, but bleſſed by the re. 
moteſt inhabitants of the globe. Such, and ſo 
irreſiſtible are the efforts of a People, whoſe Go. 
vernment is founded upon Freedom, whoſe arm 
are directed by Juſtice. But what renders the 
retroſpect more awful and intereſting, is to be. 
hold commerce, agriculture, and population, in. 

creaſing even amidſt the tumults of War; and 
numerous bands of generous adventurers, ifluing 
from the prolific boſom of the parent ſtate, to 
tranſport their manners, rights, religion, to the 


extremities of the earth, and carrying with then 
the protection of heaven, and the ſeeds of future 
greatneſs. Were we not acquainted with the 


continual viciſſitude of human affairs, ws 
hiſtory itſelf any thing but a regiſter of publ 


calamities, of nations .enflaved, and empires 
ſunk for ever, we ſurely might have conſidered 


ſo ſtupendous an edifice as perfect and ſecure; 
and while we admired the beauty of the work, 
pronounced the eternity of the pile. Poſſeſſed d 


freedom ſo often vindicated,. of rights ſo as 


curately aſcertained, of a Government not 


founded upon the ravages of conqueſt, or the im- 
memorial degradation of mankind, but deduced 


from plain and poſitive compact; deriving great 


neſs not from the oppreſſion - of its neighbours, 


but from the bleſſings of nature, and the exer- 


tions of induſtry, this Country might ſurely ſen 
preſerved 
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preſerved from all the common cauſes of decay. 
Above all, whoever had turned his eyes towards 
the vaſt Atlantic, and beheld the majeſtic form of 
the Engliſh Conſtitution, with all its admirable 
proportions and noble ſimplicity, imitated and im- 
proved by a multitude of riſing ſtates, which glo- 
ried in their common origin, and limited depen- 
dence upon this Country, would have thought that 
Providence itſelf had directed the wondrous plan 
of human happineſs; and while he ſaw nothing 
within the reach of either wiſdom or fortune to 
add, would have only breathed a pious prayer 

for its perpetuity. | 
Let us now conſider à different ſcene, which 
preſents a mournful inſtance of the inſtability of 
human affairs, and the rapid decline of greatneſs. 
Let us again turn our eyes to the ſame People, and 
behold them labouring under the complicated 
calamities of hoſtile attacks and domeſtic cor- 
ruptions ; toiling through all the horrors of an 
unſucceſsful civil war, waſting their ſmall re- 
maining forces on viſionary ſchemes of mad 
anbition, baffled and deſpiſed by their enemies, 
deſerted by their friends, abandoned by Heaven, 
and delivered up to almoſt inevitable deſtruction. 
The ſhades are indeed dark and dreadful ; but 
the reſemblance is too ſtrong. to be miſtaken : 
and it is no longer time to be cheated with the 
deceitful colourings of hope and adulation.— 
Whatever ills our preſent ſituation offers to our 
view, 
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hold them with a ſteady eye. For thus alone 


try's fate; or, if fortitude and prudence are in. 
ſufficient to avert the impending ruin, it is better 


to the laſt, than to be ſwept away like helples 
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view, whatever diſtreſſes the ſad perſpective of 
future years may threaten, it is neceſſary to be. 


can we make a proper uſe ofthe reſources which 
yet remain, in order to procraſtinate our Coun. 


to periſh like men that have exerted themſelves 


animals, entangled in the toll, and ſlaughtered 
without reſiſtance. 

And here we ſhall not ſcruple to apply the 
principles which we eſtabliſhed at the beginning, 
and to aſſert, that ſuch a deſcent from the pinna. 
cle of greatneſs, to the loweſt abyſs of ſhame, 
could never have enſued, without a correſpon. 
dent change in the principles and Adminiſtration WWW { 
of the Engliſh Government. It has been long 0 
remarked, that there is a tide in human things, Wl vi 
which is never ſo near an ebb, as when it is lifted it 
beyond its bounds, and ſeems to ſwell the higheſt. WW d: 
This circumſtance, which is attributed by the ſin 
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ignorant to ſome myſterious power and denomi- ¶ of 


nated fortune, is eaſily reſolved by Keener and BY 21 
more penetrating underſtandings, into the nc- WE to 
ceſſary agency of moral cauſes. If the very hairs Wi the 
of our head are numbered, and not a ſparrow Bi hoy 
falls to the ground without the permiſſion of Wl the 
Providence, ſtill leſs can we ſuppoſe that mighty ( 


empires, which involve the deſtiny of millions, WI 2 n: 
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are detached from the general chain of cauſes, 
and left to fluctuate at random. 

But as an attentive obſerver might have pre- 
died the future fate of Rome, at the very in- 
ſtant when ſhe exulted over the fall of her 
:fpiring rival; thus would an Engliſh patriot 
have trembled for his Country- s. ſafety, when 
ſhe had reached that point of glory which ad- 
mitted no farther augmentation : and while he 
beheld her inveterate enemies humbled at her 
feet, her empire extended to the oppoſite limits 
of the earth, her fleets returning with every 
wind, and loaded with the luxuries of every cli- 
mate, he would have feared the ſure contagion 
which has ever accompanied exceſſive proſperity. 
That contagion has long been circulating in 
ſecret through this devoted land, tainting-the 
ſources of national happineſs, and corroding the 
vitals of the Conſtitution. - Among the People 
it has produced an headlong rage for trifling and 
dangerous pleaſures, a contempt for the virtuous 
limplicity of ancient manners, and an oblivion 
of their moſt important rights; among the great, 
aluxury which knows no bounds, an indifference 
to the public good, and a diſpoſition to ſacrifice 
the dignity of birth, the duties of rank, and the 
hope of future fame, to the low Nader of 
the preſent moment. 

Could ſuch diſpoſitions have long ſubſiſted in 
anation with fafety to their liberties, it would 
have been the firſt exception of the kind within 

the 
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the annals of humanity. It would have implied 
2 3 of wiſdom, virtue, and moderation in 
their rulers, which no eſtabliſhed Government 
has yet been able to boaſt- We have therefore 
no reaſon to be ſurprized, that every poſſible ad. 
vantage has been taken of the general ſupine. 
ness. and that a malignant influence has increaſed 
in filence, till it is almoſt too mighty for oppo. 
 fition; and by undermining every ſupport of 
the Conſtitution, threatens the entire deſtruction 
of the pile. 

The ſtability of that Conſtitution has, through ü 
many ſucceeding ages, depended upon the Pub. WF o 
lic virtue and integrity of our Parliaments WM f: 

Ihe neceſſity of a mutual co-operation between v 
the King and the Repreſentativey of the People Wl cc 
gave the nation every ſecurity for their Rights, or 
which they could then think neceſſary. What- W = 

an 
dr, 
cel 


ever grievances had been introduced during the 
intermiſſion of Parliaments were ſure to be ford. 
bly repreſented, and their redreſs demanded, be- 
fore the exigencies of the Sovereign were ſup- Wl lio! 
plied. Men that confidered themſelves as the Bi fey 
immediate Agents of their Fellow Citizens, ſe W its 
lected for the particular purpoſe of tranſacting WF tior 
Public buſineſs in their names, ſhortly to be ton 
mingled with the common maſs, and to ſhare Bi gine 
in all the conſequences of their own conduct, gate 
could not eaſily be induced to impoſe hurthens I real 
which would oppreſs themſelves, or to ſurrender ¶ fore 


rights which were effential to their own ar” 
or 
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Nor were thoſe modern eekndwents yet ia Gt 


ed, thoſe generous. indemnifications which a 


rrateful Miniſter beſtows upon the Deputies of 


the People, to reward them for their patriotiſm 
and loyalty. Nor was it yet underſtood that a 
{mall number of individuals, frequently deſtitute 
dike of fortune, virtue, and abilities, introduced 
iz inſt the conſent of the People, voting in appo- 
ſtion to their opinions, and laviſhing their pro- 
perty without their conſent, had a right to dis- 
franchiſe their Electors, and bereave them of 
thoſe very Powers to which they owed their 
own exiſtence. Sueh contradictions and ab- 
furdities are the offspring of modern times, as 
well as that political leget- de- main which can 
concentrate the eſſence of a populous County, 
or 2 commercial City, in a ruined ſheep-fold ; 
and which, while it gives the laborious 

u equal ſhare in the Legiſlature with an hun- 
dred thouſand e Citizens, can, if ne- 
ceſſary, annihilate the political exiſtence of 1nil- 
lions, make an Houſe of Commons ſpring up 
ſeven, or ſeven hundred ſucceflive times from 
its own aſhes, and veſt the virtual Repreſenta- 
tion of an immenſe Continent in the Corpora- 
tion of a Corniſh Borough. It cannot be ima- 
zined that ſuch doctrines can have been propas 
rated, without giving the j alarm to the 
real Friends of their Country. They have there- 
fore repeatedly endeavoured to ſtem the torrent 
* corruption, to a 4. 


from 
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from the temple of Public Freedom, to xeſtote 
our Parliaments to their original purity; and the 
People to their hereditary Rights; and had they 
ſucceeded in their attempts, there is every reaſon 
to believe, that we ſhould have eſcaped the weight 
of misfortune, which is now from every quarter 
burſting upon our heads; nor have added to the 
many paſt examples of ambitious phrenzy, the 
ſpectacle we now afford of ſinking Greatnek, 
and a ſhattered Empire. Rs Ne 

But it is the common failing of human beings 
to be more diſpoſed to lament the preſſure of 
' misfortunes, than to take precautions again 
their approach, or even to exert themſelves for 
a cure. States, like individuals, frequently be- 
come wearied with the practice of thoſe virtue 
which have produced their exaltation; and in 
a ſudden acceſs of delirium throw away the ad- 
vantages which it had coſt them ages to acquire 
In vain do the few unprejudiced patriots, who 
with more penetrating eyes look into. futurity, 
endeavour to awaken them from their deluſion, 
and point out the chains which are ſcarcely per- 
ceivable under wreaths of flowers: their ſagacity 
is deſpiſed, their predictions flighted, their ſupe- 
rior virtues hated, till the hour of vengeance is 
arrived, which diſpels the ſhort-lived dream of 
pleaſure and ſecurity, and rouſes the miſerable 
victims to real flavery and ſubſtantial ruin. 

This has been long the caſe with our own nv 
tion, and we are now paying the ſevere * 
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of former folly. What repeated warnings have 
we received of the increaſing venality of our 
Repreſentatives; and how often have we neg · 


leted the opportunity of placing the Public Li- 
berty upon a permanent baſis! But ſo long as 
there could be a doubt concerning the extent of 
the contagion, ſo long as they condeſcended to 
ſpread the. ſlighteſt veil over their infidelity, we 
xcquieſced in the deceit, and. choſe to expect 
that relief from time, which is only attainable 
by virtue: as if univerſal experience had not 
ſhewn, that the firſt infringement of National 
Rights, which is permitted with impunity, is 
the introduction of every evil; that the attempts 
of ambition never finiſh but with the patience 
of mankind ;, and that there is no medium be- 
tween oppoſing the leaſt encroachment, and 
ſubmitting to the greateſt. But with our de- 
luded Countrymen every pretext, however fu- 
tile and ridiculous, has been alternately ſuffici- 
ent to quiet their fears, and lull their jealouſies. 
Sometimes their liberties have been invaded to 
defend them the better againſt the attacks of 
tyranny, ſometimes becauſe a patriot King en- 
joyed the Throne; ſometimes they were per- 
ſuaded to forego redreſs, betauſe — Miniſter 
was embarraſſed with war; ſometimes becauſe 
he dared not interrupt the Public Peace; ſome · 
times for fear of excluding the People's real 
Friends from Power; ſometimes becauſe the 

People's real Friends had obtained the Power 


they 
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they ſought, and muſt not hazard its loſs, 
Wretched nation, that has been induced to 
malte the diſeaſe inveterate in expectation of 4 
cure, and that did not underſtand, that it was 
a matter of no conſequence in what name; or 
by what party they were enſlaved! _ 

But there is a certain degree of provocation, 
which it is unſafe to offer even to ſlaves. : We had 
| ſeen with tranquillity our treaſures waſted, and 
our blood pouredout in quarreis which did not in- 
tereſt the nation; a multiplicity of laws, con- 
trary to the principles of a free Government, 
enacted; the national property laviſhed upon Wc. 
the nation's inveterate foes, and perpetual im. ern 
poſitions eſtabliſhed, as odious in their nature 2 
oppreſſive in their operation. We have beheld fl 
the ſacred influence- of the laws ſometimes per. 
verted to oppreſs innocence, ſometimes evaded Io: 
to confer impunity upon the blackeſt crimes. Wh; 
Mercenary troops have been augmented in the 
hour of peace, and the guardians of the People's MPeitl 
Liberties have ſanctiſied that univerſal engine of ath 
oppreſſion. The baſeſt means of corruptios r tl 
have been openly adopted and avowed as 3 
neceſſary ſcheme of Government; and leſt the BW 
People at large fhould poſſeſs. dangerous or in- uon 
tractable virtues, it has been judged neceflary to Ile ui 
debaſe the native honeſty of the Engliſh cha- 
rafter, by authorifing every thing which can 
moſt effectually fabvert it. Theſe, and a thou WE... 
ſand other inſtances of Public Corruption, have Why 1 
long | 
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long been familiar to our view, without nge. 
ing us to vigilance or effectual oppoſition; ſo 
deep has been our lethargy, ſo ĩmplicit out con- 
fidence in our own ſecurity. But neither the 
degrading patience we have:exertedy nor the I- 
cence of oppreſſing with impunity, nor the ſpails 
which have rewarded our betrayers, were ſuffi- 
dent to content their unbounded appetite for 

miſchief, It has been judged neceſſary to perſp · 
cute and extirpate Human Liberty wherever it 
was found. One nation was too fmall à Thea · 
tre for rapine, and therefore it was decided to 
ſcatter death and havock over the whole Weſt - 
ern Continent, and to diſperſe enmity, diviſion, 
nge, and mutual deſolation through all the parts 
of the nobleſt Empire in tha Univerſe, - Such a 
project as this was indeed worth ambition 
To rivet: the chains of unborn: millions, to blaſt, 
like a rapid peſtilence, the bleſſings which Heaven ; 
ad beſtowed on half the Globe; to ſhew that 
peither ocean, deſart, nor wilderneſs, is ſuffici- 
ntly wide or dreary to protect a ſingle remnant. 
it the ſpecies from the yok or ſhould they 
are reſiſt, tu exerciſe unlimited fury againſt the 
levoted: rebels; to interdict them from the com- 
non rights-and-mercies of War itſelf; let looſe 
r ferocity of: ſarage rage upon 
ir defenceleſa wives and children; deſtroy 
ir generous and valiant youth in fields of 
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Civil Juſtice, ORE exile, and impriſonment, 
eutirpate the few the ſword had ſpared: 
Such may, perhaps, be the language of ſome 
future philofophic Hiſtorian, who; removed from 
all the paſſions, intereſts, and: prejudices which 
dazzle the actors in theſe important ſcenes; ſhall 
relate the awful events of the preſent period 
Such à man, perhaps, without conſidering the 
topies which are ſo forcibly i upon in 
Evglith mind, the eternal and illi mitable obedi- 
ence Which every Colony owes to tlie Parent 
State, the omnipotence of a Britiſh Parliament, 
or the generous delign of deſolating an-irmamende 
Continent, to make it free and happy, may re- 
gard nothing but the intereſts of humanity,-- 
With ſuch à view of things he may, perhaps, 
exetrate the Authors of. the American War 2 
cqually devoid of policy, public ſpirit, and bu. 
manity; and While he beholds on onie: fade; the 
rights of Nature, tlie intereſts: of Mankind, 2 
fang Empire formed upon the nohleſb prind- Pe 
ples of equity and reaſon, and deſtined to prore f 90 
à common refuge from European Pyranny, ht 
may ſee nothing on the other, bur the low, . 
— aims of ſelfiſhneſs, avarice, and cru 
that would, if poſſible, counteract theadifynes 
Providence itſelf, engroſs its bleſſinge, or conHen 
them into curſas fon all the xeſt of the ſpeaces 
Should ſuch a writer hereafter exiſt id is prod 
blo he may add, after having brought'the hiltor) 


of the American conteſt down to the — 
U j 
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iniquity of their councils.” Tha 
ry ſo Jong been a ata I 
yean Liberty, was seed # length, to © Var 
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ited from its rmet ri an me 
the inſtrument. bf rela, bed of the 
triumphs it had expected, inſtead of ſeeing the 
ſpoils of 460 . Colonies ured in 
ena of ſeeing the commerce of 
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ſubje&t —_ enrich its Merchants, .baits 
NE AO pr Er of the war Rad made 
uſe of with too much ſuccels, it was doomed to 
experience eycry ll it; had endeavoured to in- | 
flict: its wealth was deſtined to circulate through 
the very Country it had devoted to deſtruction; 
is commerce as gradually diminiſhed by the 
Due its enemies, and by the intoler - 
mpeſitions which. were levied upon the 
jverſal 
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the 
poor, the rich, the obſcure, the great, the idle, 
the induſtrious, were all, alike i included in the 
unequalled miſeries which bad invaded the land, 
excepting the few who TIES ſpoils of their 
inking Country; e and 
polluted with its e begun to 
perceive, with an anguiſh which it is difficult 
to expreſs, that they had been deluded by the 
Ii 2 groſſeſt 
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1 artifices, to throw away the nobleſt prize 
that was ever poſſeſſed by mortals:—America 
Was ifreparably loſt; yet was there no term 
propoſed to their diſtreſſes, no hope of peace, 
no attention to ſpare the laſt reſources of an 
exhauſted nation. 

In this extremity of public and private diſtreß 
"ſome remains of the ancient Eng liſh ſpirit ſeemed 
to burſt forth from the 2b under which it 
had been ſo long concealed. All the real and 
diſintereſted Friends of Public Freedom, all who 

had viewed with ſilent ſorrow and indignation 
the progreſs of venality and the diminution of 
the People's influence, thought it neceſſary to 
(unite in one laſt effort ; and to prevent, If pol 
ſible, their Country's ruin, which ſeemed the in. Ml, 
-evitable conſequence of ſuch meaſures as were 
then purſued. —Rouſed from a lethargy of ſo ** 
Jong and ſo fatal a duration, they viewed with obj 
aſtoniſhment and horror the complicated e 
lamities which ſurrounded them, and rightly Wl ern 
deemed, that all was loſt, unleſs ſome check My 
could be interpoſed to the prevailing” corrup-Ml:..; 
tions of their Government, and the People r dar, 
ſtored to their fundamental Rights. The fplen- 
dor of their meridian glory was indeed paſt, the 
dream of greatneſs di ted, and the pageantr) 
ol Empire loſt; but peace, ſecurity, and freedo! 
were yet attainable bleflings, deriied to violence 
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duch may erhaps be the account kereafter 
gien of the Petitions lately offered by the En- | 
gim People: may it be added, that they were 
attended with the ampleſt ſucreſs, aud — of 
returning” vigour through every part of the 
Conſtitution ? That private intereſt and ambi- 
tion, which had ſo long been ſuffered to tri- 
umph amidſt their Country's ruin, were thence- 
forth reſtrained within their proper and ſalu- 
tary bounds: that the enormous burthens un- 
der which the natiofi had ſo long groaned; 
which had been accumulated under Keb! 2 va - 
nety of pretexts; which had equally ſerved 
to impoveriſh the People and Lorne their Re- 
preſentatives, were at length ſubmitted to the 
— regulations of a new Tribunal, ſu- 
perior to every impreſſion of fear and intercſt, 
ad ſolely intent upon the great and neceſſary 
ect of Public Oeconomy. Above all, may it 
de faid, that this great and conſtitutional Re- 
formation, by reſtoring: the Engliſh People to 
dl their Rights, reſtored them to all their Vir- 
wes? That waking from their diſgraceful le. 
thargy, they viewed the carnage and deſolation 
which had been perpetrated in their name with 
horror and remorſe; and that with the ancient 
tereditary generoſity of their character, they be- 
gun to admire the very virtues they had ſo lately 


Wperſecuted, and inſtead of invading the rights 


of others, turned their whole attention to the 
wintendnce of their own. . 
1 | 2 
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ted with theſe conſiderations, this So. 
N eh feels for their Wag 8 . 
0 the ſenübility which beg 
oj Engl; men, have, under; *s * 
rouſing their de tb the defence af 
their kee (hy i «fern 11 7 5 
maining hopes of 98 ape 
Body o the People, why 
deceived concerning 
purſue no other end thay 3 
They wiſh, to awaken, them from the 
they wiſh to a them. w 5 6 
x ety are 155 left, 14586 che E 


wy to evoke. While it. is. yet. 8 to. 

appeal to the feelings and: e the, 

nation, while. there are ng laws which, 2 

the actiyity of the mind, while neithet, perpetual 
1 nor, dh. mg not tormenta, 

1 x the 4 1 that ll Fes 

„ his rymen, of their expiring. priyi- 


leges, th e to w per that moi but 
— ar 1 age 20 therefore. ſet a 
har. Es: mY ſg 9 often xi ofa | 

often confir n e ib p 
morial uſage, ee | 
of their ien, and if he pack Goto -by the ci 
bours. of Men, whoſe andere hays been, 
the ornament of humanity, as; —5 as, their 
private virtues were the bonour of their Coun: 
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try. Conviticed, that thoſe ho wiſni to enſlave 
Malis will always attempt to divert their at- 
tention from the danger which threatens their 
liberty, till the mortal wound has been received, 
they preſent an antidote to the poiſons which 
have been ſo induftriouſly diffuſed. They be- 
lieve, that whatever diſputes may happen con 
cerning the origin of Government, there can 
be none concerning its end and object. They 
are neither awed by the clouds of myſterious 
darkneſs which time has thrown around the 
baſis of human cftabliſhinents, nor by the ficti- 
tious rays with which ſuperſtition encircles par- 
ticular bros; and they acknowledge no divi- 


nity in any form of Goverument, farther than 


28 it is a method of producing the Common 
Good, ſanctified by the conſent, and founded 
upon the neceſſities of the People. He that can 
believe otherwiſe, and while he admits that the 
Deity has given equal powers to all the ſpecies, 
paſſions to ſtimulate them to the purſuit of good, 
and reaſon to direct their choice, aſſerts that 
they are ſubjected, without reſource, to the ca · 


price of a few mortals, weak, contemptible, and 


bounded as themfclves, may be called the Friend 
of Sovereigns, but muſt be reputed the enemy 
of human kind: he may as well imagine, that 
the lion is not to be reſiſted becauſe he has fangs 
to tear; or the ſerpent, becauſe he has poiſon 
to inſoct; but he will not perſuade the African, 


tat the arrow with which he pietces the mon- 
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ſter's breaſt, or the javelin with which he nails 
the bloated reptile to the ground, does not 
equally enter into the deſign of Providence :— 
nor are ſuch principles leſs dangerous to the 
ſafety of the Ruler, than fatal to the Rights of 
his Subjects; for while they eſtabliſh the throne 
of deſpotiſm upon the necks of half the ſpecies, 
they are equally favourable to the firſt 

that can vault into the ſeat, and laſh the af. 
frighted ſteeds over er —_ of their former 
maſter.” 

If we mention thele. great principles of all 
human ſociety, it is not becauſe we appeal to 
them againſt the Conſtitution of our Country, 
but : becauſe this Conſtitution is more imme- 
diately derived from them than is generally 
known. Amongſt the many falſe and injurious 
calumnies which have been thrown upon thoſe 
who diſtinguiſh between the intereſt of their 
Country and that of an iniquitous faction, none 
is more common nor more unjuſt, than that of 
attempting innovation. We cannot, therefore, 
better conclude our addreſs upon this important 
ſubject, than by declaring, i in the moſt explicit 
manner, that nothing is more foreign to the 
opinions and defigns of the Society. But 
we have the leſs reaſon to be ſurpriſed at impu- 
tations like theſe, becauſe they have always been 
the weapons made uſe of by the abettors:of fals- 
hood againſt the Friends of Truth. With them 


it has always been che moſt unpardonable ſedi- 
tion 
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tion to queſtion the omnipotence of the prevail. 

ing power; and while the oppreſſors of man- 
kind are allowed to avail themſelves of every 
engine to overthrow the eſtabliſhed privileges 
of their Country, it is rebellion in the People 
to vindicite their invaded Rights, or even to 
murmur at the encroachment. But it is not to 
ſuch men that we appeal. 72.4.3 
Let the ingenuous and wlchrragited part of 
our Countrymen decide which are the real 
friends of the Conſtitution, and which the in- 
troducers of innovation; thoſe who would pre- 
ſerve it in its original vigour, or thoſe who, with 
a ſeeming reverence for the forms, would an- 

nihilate the ſpirit; thoſe who wiſh to free it from 
the dirt and filth which impede its motion, or 
thale who would deſtroy the machine itſelf, 
rather than reſtore it to its former purity ; thoſe 
who contend for the cleareſt rights eſtabliſhed 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, or thoſe who, after 
having baſely and ſurreptitiouſly invaded them, 
appeal to their own perfidy as a preſident. Leſt 
what we have already ſaid ſhould not be ſuffi- 
ciently clear, we think it neceſſary to add, that 
we conſider an hereditary ſovereignty and 
nobility as eſſential parts of the Conſtitution 
which we claim, and admirably adapted to the 
genius of the Engliſh nation. But at the fame 
time that we declare our approbation of a limited 
prerogative and a privileged nobility, we would 


hope that there is no Engliſhman that is not falſe 


to 
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to che name, and a traitor to his Country, that 
would wiſh to increaſe either of theſe powers at 
the expence of the third and moſt eſſential, the 
Commonalty of England. By what means the 
Peaple have been deprived of their eflentigl, 
rights, by what imperceptible degrees the Re- 
preſcatatiyes of a whole nation have been chang- 
ed into the deputies of a few paltry and vengl 
Boroughs; by what unconſtitutional innovations 
theſe pretended Repreſentatives have aſſumed z 
power of extending their own exiſtence, though 
it may be doubted, whether the acts they paſled 
for that purpoſe are more valid than thoſe of the 
Long Parliament after the Abolition of the Kings 
and Lords, we have ſufficiently explained in the 
tracts we have already printed and diſperſed, 
By what ſteps the immediate creatures of the 
People, inveſted with delegated powers to exprek 
the ſenſe, and protect the rights of their Con- 
ſtituents, have been gradually converted into 
the inveterate enemies and deſtroyers of every 
thing they were choſen to defend, will be ſuff.- 
ciently evident to all who have remarked the 
proceedings of our late Parliaments. This only 
will we obſerve, that corruption. has now fo far 
exceeded its former limits, ſuch widely-diffuſcd 
calamities have been occaſioned in its.courſe, and 
ſuck an open contempt has been expreſſed for the 
intereſts and approbation of the People, that the 
meaſure of our wrongs is full. As we can have 
no remaining hopes of redreſs from any than 

| ut 
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put our own exertion, we ſolemnly invite the 
free and uncorrupted part of the nation to unite 
for the aſſertion of their long · neglected rights, | 
in the moſt dangerous criſis that eyer threatened. | 
their deſtruction. And, as nothing ſeems better 9 
calculated to keep alive the ſuered fire of Public 
Freedom, than to diffuſe political and conſtitu- 
tional knowledge through. the- great Body of the 
People, as nothing can more forcibly impel a 
community to ſtruggle for its Rights, than to | 
give it juſt notions of their importance, and of 11 
the inevitable evils which muſt attend their loſs, 
we preſume to ſolicit. the approbation and con- | 
currence of all our generous Countrymen to 
deſigu in which we axe engaged . Let, them re- 
lect, that the battle is loſt wle every individual. | 
conſults. his. private caſe and ſafety, and that. al 
thoſe, are ſeparately, trampled. upon, who. col- 1 | 
| 
| 


— . — 


lectively would be felt in the balance, audäincline | 
the. ſcale. If there. is yet room, for. additional | 
evils, or new. diſgraces; if a People can ſubmit. | 
to more, degrading. inſults. than haye been. al- | 
ready heaped upon aur heads, it may he the part | 
of prudence. to wait the event, or embrace a mean 1 
and precariaus neutrality ;. but if we have al- 
ready, reached the utmoſt verge of Freedom and. 
of Honour, if the leaſt advance is ſlavery and. 
perdition, it becomes. us here to make a ſtand | 
vit the. determined. abſtinacy of men, who . mM 
know. they have neither retreat nor hope beyond k 
the ſpot. which. they now. occupy. and defend. | 
| Paper IV. | 
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The Third Addreſs to the Public from the. Society 
 - for Conſtitutional Information. 
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Audire eſt opere pretium, procedere recte ö 
| Quirem Romanam, latiumque mung vultis. 
Exxius. 


PERIOD of five years is now nearly elapſed, 
ſince this Society firſt took upon itſelf the 
taſk of diſtributing Conſtitutional Information 
among the People of theſe Kingdoms. It muſt 
be confeſſed, that the time, when we commenced 
our labours in the public ſervice, was peculiarly 
favourable to our undertaking. The nation had 
then juſt begun to feel the complicated diſgraces 
and miſeries of a war, waged againſt all the 
deareſt intereſts of juſtice and humanity. The 
ſplendid ſucceſſes of our former conteſts with the 
Houſe of Bourbon, freſh in the memory of the 
People, ſerved only to embitter the ſeries of in- 
auſpicious events, which attended our war with 
America. And, though at the commencement 
of thoſe unfortunate diſputes, the Pcople, das- 
zled with the luſtre of former victories, intoxi- 
cated with proſperity, and marr of controul, 


ſcorned the dictates of reaſon or of juſtice, - the 
a | humiliating 
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humiliating circumſtances which had ſince taken 
place, had not a little contributed to diſpoſe them 
to liſten ſomewhat more willingly to the voice 
of admonition. Accumulated taxes, the certain 
conſequences of a long and expenſive war, had 
naturally put the nation upon conſidering; whe- 
ther. the war, in which they were then engaged, 
were juſt and neceſſary, or the reſult of miſ- : 
guided ambition. 

Different, howeyer, as were the opinions on 
this ſubjeR, and various as were the arguments 
by which they were reſpectively defended, yet 
the honeſt advocates on every fide of the 
queſtion, agreed in one point; that is to ſay, in 
the neceſſity of a ſpeedy and ſubſtantial Reform 
in the expenditure of the public money - wiſely 
conſidering, that that meaſure was equally 
neceſſary, either to carry on a burthenſome war 
with effect, to reſtore our finances already al- 
moſt irremediably diſordered, or to diminiſh the 
exorbitant influence of the Crown. 

The oppoſition, which an ceconomical Reform 
experienced from a venal miniſtry, even after 
the People univerſally groaned under the in- 
tolerable burthens of the war, and after the in- 
fluence of the Crown had been complained of by 
Parliament itſelf, excited a general ſpirit of diſ- 
content and inquiry. The moſt probable means 
of carrying this popular meaſure againſt the 
united efforts of intereſt and power, and of pre- 
be . we mation from. again experiencing 
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fimilar calamities, were queſtions which” en. 
| = the attention vf the People at Lärgt, aud 
creaft the thirſt for political Eno ietige. The 
moſt obvieus 4nd moſt rattical preferyative, 
which then _ itfelf, Was 4 REFORMA. 
ON - OF PARLIAMENT. - This opened 4 
tholt extenſive, though Hot à net field, as well 
vf ſpeculative as of pfachtal diſcuſſionh. In thele 
uſeful political ſpeculations, tlie lidultfy. of 
mafty public- ſpirited vriters : was employed with 
ſw much affidvity and fucces, and every Thos 
of Conſtitutibnal Information was caught by the 
public with fuck eagerneſs and avidity, that 
— the gtbunds of juſt Government, and 
principles of the Enigliſk Conſtitution are 
not better underſtood by ibe nation, than at any 

formet period. n 
The utiremitting zeal, manifkſted by this $0- 
ciety on all thoſe important queſtions, cannot be 
fötgotten by the err It cannot be forgotten, 
how loudly we lifted up our voice againſt the 
bateful America war; how earneſtly we urged 
4 Reform, as welt conical as Parliamentary. 
And we rejoice to find that our Jabours have not 
been in vain. We pleaſe ourſelves: in the re- 
fleion, that we have been in ſome degree in- 
ſtrumental in kindling that flame, which hath 
extended its influence to the remoteſt corners 
of our ifland. The ſaered fire of liberty bath 
even burlt the barriers of the ocean, and ſprea 
far ard wide over our ſiſter kingdom. = 
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hall its force abate, until our purified Conſſitu- 
tion ſhall emerge from the flame, with alt its 
ancient vigor and renovated luſtre, 4 
But, while we indulge theſe pleaſing hopes, 
what is our concern to ſee the proſpe@ clouded 

repeated attacks upon the molt valuable 
4 Conſtitution, ER. TRIAL BY Torr, 
and THE LIBERTY OF THE. PRESS! we 
ould, be wanting to our fellow Citizens, we 
ſhould be wanting to ourſelves, and to the en- 
gagements, which, by affociating, we entered 
into with the public, were we to ſuffer ſuelr 
events to paſs. without ammadverſien, - withont 
expoſing their dangerous tendency, and pointing 
out their only remedy. - 

In Ireland we have beheld: a-daring infririge- 
ment on both theſe ineſtimabie privileges, by an 
at paſſed in the laſt Seſſion of the Parliament of 
that kingdom, which has in certain cafes drawr! 
the cognizance of the crime of publiſhing a libet 
from the ancient confſtixutionaF fribunal of 2 
jury, to the ſunimary juriſdichion oß juſtices. ap- 
pointed by the Crown. Let not our brethren in 
lreland conſole themſelves with-the lenity of the 
puniſhment inflited by that ſtatute. Every 
invaſion. of the rights of mankind hath appeared 
at firſt in its leaſt odious form, and time only 


hath: diſcovered all its naturaF deformity. Let 


them be aſſured, that this apparent lenity is but 
a lure to reconcile them to the principle of the 
bil, Let them permit this Parliament to chaſtiſe 

| | them 
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them with whips: future Parliaments will chaſtiſe 
them with ſcorpions. The ſame neceſſity, which 
is ſaid to call for this dangerous innovation, will 
be made the pretext in future for arming it with 
new terrors, for increaſing its penalties, and 
multiplying its puniſhments. Oc principiit, as 
hath been well obſerved, is the only ſafe rule of 
prattical policy. 

But can we be ſurprized at this attempt ir ina 
remoter part of the empire, when, in the very 
Metropolis of this kingdom, in the caſe of the 
Dean of St. Aſaph, the moſt * cocrines 
have been held orth to the publie, by the majo- 
rity of the Judges of our Court of King's Bench? 

e are well aware, that in no very modern 
times, Prerogative Judges have maintained, 
that the jury had no right ta decide, whether the 
paper in queſtion were or were not a libel, - But 
ve are certain that this doctrine is of no high 
antiquity: and, on the contrary, that the moſt 
ancient, and moſt authoritative writers on the 
. Engliſh law, have maintained the right of the 
jury to find a general verdict. We mean not, 
however, here to enter upon the diſcuſſion of 2 
point of poſitive municipal la; we ſhall only 
ſay, that, if the law be as the Court have in this 
inſtance · declared it, there isl an end of trial by 
jury in matters of libel; there is an end of the 
liberty of the preſs: the Py Conſtitution is 
no more. 
1 7122 ee Fou 
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Lou may, perchance, be told by ſome courtly 
Lawyer, that the preſent Judges haue faid and 
lone no more than their pred Rave fad 
nd done before them. It is fit, however, that yu 
hould be informed, that the doctrine now held 
forth is infinitely more extenſive; arid 
nore dangerous than all that has beet fad down 
by the moſt arbitrary miniſters of Juſtice in for- 
mer times. Their adjudications extended 
to matters of libel. Their deeiſtons could affect 
only the property, the liberty, ot the reputation 
of the ſubject. We are now for the firſt time 
told, that che crimes of forgery and writing an 
incendiary letter are exactly Fd the fame predi- 
ament with that of publifhing 4 bel. We 
row learn, that not only the property, the li- 
berty, and the reputation, but even the life, of 
the ſubject are at the difpoſal of fixed Magiſtrates 
pointed by the Crow w. 
But, as if A wn wal thc dodrine 
ere not ſufficient to awaken — attention 7 
| wine recent tranſactions, in ch. with com- 
licated miſchief, the trial por i hai, 
« right-of Popular Aſſemb ies is violated, and 
n Inquiſitorial Power of extorting Evidence 
Mm a Priſdner is eſtabliſhed. We mean the 
ite uapropallejtcl proſecutions by attachment 
Ireland. That any man ſhould be treated 44 5 
criminal for convening the People at their n 
queſt, to deliberate on the mode of attaining 
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come his own accuſer, i is indeed a ſubject of the 
moſt ſerious alarm. If ſuch a mode of proceed. 
ing be tolerated in any part of the Britiſh do- 


no more of the ſeverity of the Inquiſition. And 


1 81 1 
a Redreſs of their Grievances, is not a little ex. 


traordinary. That this act, if done by a Sheriff, 


ſhould be deemed a contempt. of the Court of 
King's-Bench, is fill more incomprehenſible 
But that a perſon ſuſpected of a- crime ſhould 
be compelled by dureſs of impriſonment to be. 


minions, there is an end of all the boaſted pre. 
eminence of our ſyſtem of criminal juriſpry. 
dence. In France, the preliminary torture no 
longer exiſts. In Spain and Portugal, we hex 


in England and Ireland, where it is a ſettle 
principle of criminal law, that no man is bound 
to accuſe himſelf, that a confeſſion extorted by 
threats, or even by promiſes, is of no avi 

againſt a Priſoner, ſhall we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
compelled to anſwer interrogatories upon cath, 
framed by an incenſed Attorney-General, fer 
the ayowed Aeg purpoſe of making us crim 
nate ourſelves? In our own hiſtory we read, 
that the rack was not unfrequently uſed againl 
State Priſoners, during the tyrannical, reigns 
the Tudors, and the firſt of the Ste warts. Bu of | 


in yain will all the Judges of England. have d imp 

clared their abhorrence of . ſo deteſtable a p 
tice, in yain will they have exclaimed, that nil * - 
ſuch puniſhment was known. or allowed by d 7B 
law?, if, by ſubmitting to the proces of aud. ! 
men max 
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ment, we acquieſce in the principle of torture. 
For where is the mighty difference between ex- 
torting a confeſſion by the rack or by impriſon- 
ment? Nay, is not the former beſt ſuited to the 
generous and courageous ſpirit of a Briton ? 
Would he not prefer the ſhort but dreadful 
trial, where he may ſhew the vigour of his mind 
unſubdued by all the violence vf the rack, ra- 
ther than languiſh out his days in the gloomy 
and ſervile horrors of a priſon ? 

Nor ſuffer yourſelves to be told, that the me- 
thod of examining the delinquent upon oath in 
matters of contempt, is of high antiquity, and 
« by long and immemorial uſage is become the 
«law of the land.“ A bad cuſtom ought to be 
aboliſhed. High antiquity and immemorial 
uſage can never make it to be the law of the 
land* ; but furniſh an unanſwerable argument 
for its ſpeedy abrogation. 

Nor let our Countrymen of Great-Britain 

imagine themſelves unintereſted in the concerns 
of the People of Ireland. The Liberties of our 
liter kingdom, the remaining hope of Britain, 
united to us by all the ties of long connection, 
vicinity, ſimilarity of language, of manners, and 
of laws, can never be to us an object of ſmall 
importance. Every precedent of law: adduced 
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+ Black, Com.'IV. 288. | 

* Judge Yates, in the caſe of 42 warrants, declared, that 
"an uſage, even from the foundation of Rome itſelf, would not 
"make them good.“ 1 Black. Rep. 562+ 


( 544 ] 
in ſypport of this extraordinary doctrine, may 
be cited in our own Courts with equal propriety 
and juſtice, Engliſh Judges may perhaps be 
found (perhaps they have already exiſted) to 
ſupport the fame doctrines and the ſame prac- 
tice, Let our Countrymen reflect, that in this 
caſe the ſame law prevails in both kingdoms, 
Our Liherties are inſeparably connected with 
2 of our Brethren in Ireland. We muſt 
d or fall together; or, at leaſt, we ſhall not 
long ſurvive them. 
Such are the facts, which we ſubmit to your 
conſideration: and fuch are the motives, which 
compel us to declare, that your Liberties are n 
danger ; that your Conflitution is ſhaken. to the fun. 
dation : and that, unleſs a ſpeedy and ſubſtantial 0 
exertion take place on the part of the People, 
it will fall in riſe na more. 

To hope that Parliament, as it is now con- 
ſtituted, would even offer to remove, one by 
one, the cauſes of our complaints, would indeed 
be a vain and viſionary expectation. Parliament 
itſelf is in too corrupt and miſerable a ſtate to 
attempt to reform grievances. And, were our 

illature to undertake, and even to accom- 
pliſh, fo laudable a purpoſe, we are ſorry to 
ſay, it is by no means certain, that the reſult 
would be anſwerable to the hopes of the People. 
New grievances will ſtill ariſe, as wounds will 
continually break out, where the cure is in- 
complete. * 
t 
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Let us then intreat you by your Property, 
your Liberties, your Lives, by all that is dear 
to you as Men and as Citizens, for a while to 
ſuſpend your attention to theſe lefler, though 
grievous, wounds to the Conſtitution, Let us, 
for the preſent, dire& our united force againſt 
thoſe intolerable badges of Slavery, the ſources 
of all our calamities, the unconſtitutional dura- 
tion of Parliament, and a defective Repreſenta- 
tion of the People a Repreſentation ſo totally 
mangled and abſurd, as to ſubject us to the pity 
or the ridicule of all Foreign Nations. No 
more let us boaſt of our Freedom at home, our 
Glories - abroad. Our Glories are tarniſhed: 
our Liberties are fled ; and, if we loſe the 
n moment, will never more return 
In the whole courſes of our endeavours to 
obtain a Reformation of Parliament, never did 
any opportunity preſent itſelf ſo favourable as 
at preſent. At what farmer period of our ex- 
ertions were the People of England ſo ſtrongly 
ſupported by the voice of their Brethren in 
Scotland and Ireland ? When bad we a Miniſter 
bound down by ſo many ſolemn engagements 
to promote a Parliamentary Reform, and at the 
ſame time ſo powerfully enabled to enforce it? 
Who can remember an oppoſition more ſtrong- 
ly diſpoſed to ſecond our endeavours? Nothing 
remains to be wiſhed for, but a vigorous ſup- 
port of our Friends in Parliament, by numer- 
N Kk 3 ous 
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ous applications on the part of the People: and 
this we truſt will not long be wanting. 

When this grand National Grievance ſhall be 
done away, when the People ſhall again have 
acquired their juſt weight in the ſcale of Legi. 
flation, then, and not till then, ſhall we behold 
our Rights reſtored, our Liberties re-eſtabliſhed, 
and all the detail of lefſer abuſes corrected and 
removed. 'Then only will our apprehenſions of 
danger from the Power of -the Nobles and the 
Prerogative of the Crown be wholly diſpelled. 
Then only ſhall we feel, that the Rights and 
Privileges of the Commons? ' Houſe of 'Parlia- 
ment are in ſact the Rights and Privileges of 
the People of Great-Britain. And, if our late 
heavy calamities have deprived us of the hopes 
of ever repoſſeſſing that dazzling ſplendour (el. 
dom, alas | productive of ſubſtantial good,) 
which once encircled the Britiſh name, we may 
at leaſt inſure nomzsTIC AAPPINESs: AND Lis 


BERTY to ourſelves and our poſterity, 


| January 14th, 1785. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


N reprinting the following publication, the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information have two diſtinf 
objects in view, 

The firſt and met impertent is that, which is the 
grand purpoſe of their In/titution, the promoting of a 
ſubfantil Reform in the preſent He- Jab 
Parliamentary 

Re * 1 4 and perſonal na. 

: the windication of the character of the Sacien, 
an imputation originally thrown upon them by 
the enemies of all Reform, but fince countenanced by 
many, whom - (however they may have been — 
in this particular, or however widely they may differ 
in opinion from the Society). they firmly believe to be 
ere Friends to a Parliamentary Reform. 

The general tendency of the Society's publications 
has been, rather to aſcertain the extent of the Right: 
of Mankind, than to point out any ſpecific mode of re- 


gaining them, or of counteracting the deplorable Mech, 


which habe attended their loſs, 

In ſuch reſearches, they have uniformly adepted 
the broadeſt and moſt ſolid baſis in preference to any 
temporiſing ſyſtem, perhaps better accommodated to 


' the humour of the Legiſlative Body, as at — 
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ftituted. In ſo doing they have endeavoured to place 
before the eyes of the People, a model of that perfection, 
which it may perhaps be difficult to attain, but which 
ought to be the ultimate aim of every wiſe nation. 

k is, however, ſomewhat extraordinary, that the 
propagation of theſe dactrinet ſhould give riſe to an 
idea, that | the: Society would never countenanee any 
Plan of Reform, which did not fully quadrate with 
their own notions perfection. | | 

The Members of the Society are not ſo totally un. 
acquainted with men and things, as to expect an im- 
mediate compliance with the full extent of their 
wiſhes : nor yet ſo blind to the national intereſt, as to 
rejeft any plan, from which a conſiderable portion of 
public good is likely to enſue, 

For whith reaſons, the Sotiety for Conſtitutional 
Information have publiſhed the following plan, as a 
neaſure, which, fully carried into execution, would, 
in their opinion, be a SUBSTANTIAL MELIORATION 
or THE Com, HousE of PARLIAMENT, 


June 3d, 1785, 
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larger diſtrits from ſuch decayed or inconſider- 


3 
- K. A ſ £ 


© SUMMARY EXPLANATION." 


Feen Mr. Pitt's introdudory ſpeech, on the 


18th of April laſt, it appears, that his Plan 

for Reforming the Repreſentation of the People 
conſiſts of two parts. 

I. In the firſt of theſe a Tyſtematical addition 


of Members to the Counties and the Metropolis 


is propoſed-to be. made, not. by increaſing the 
preſent number of the Houſe of Commons, but 
by transferring the Right of Election to the 


able Boroughs, not containing four -hundred 
houſes, as may be induced, on the offer of 2 
ſatisfactory compenſation, voluntarily to make 
that ſurrender, 

The execution of this propoſal, if it ſhould 
be adopted in the next Seſſion, would take place 
immediately after the expiration of the preſent 
Parliament. For the whole ſyſtem of additional 
Repreſentatives to the larger diſtricts would be 
aſcertained finally, in that Seſſion; and before 
the next General Election a number of ſmall 
Boroughs would probably agree to ſurrender 
their n to an amount ſufficient to - 
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niſh the intended augmentation of Members to 
the Metropolis, and the Counties, in a certain 
order, and in their due proportion according 


to their preſent population; at leaſt, if the dif. 


franchiſement of a ſufficient number of ſuch 
Boroughs ſhould be thought not likely to take 
place during the exiſtence of this Parliament, 
as it is here ſuppoſed, yet, when the means for 
effeting this voluntary ſurrender ſhall be con- 
fidered, it will be found highly probable, that 
the disfranchiſement during this Parliament 
would be great, -and before the period of a ſe- 
cond General Election would arrive, it could 
hardly fail to be complete. And ſurely this 
deſpatch in an operation of ſuch immenſe mag- 
nitude, 'to which the conſent and co-operation 
of ſo many individuals would be indiſpenſably 
requiſite, - may well deſerve to be conſidered a 
ſufficiently ſpeedy execution of this part of his 
lan , 


c The number of additional Repreſentatives ta 
the great diſtricts is -propoſed to be ſeventy. 
two; for which the disfranchiſement of thirty. 
ſix ſmall Boroughs would be wanted. The 


means by which ſo conſiderable a ſurrender of 


the Right to return Members to Parliament is 
expected to be obtained is certainly adequate to 
the end propoſed, and yet in the view, either 
of equity or of I perfectly unercep. 
honable. R l 
˖ 
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It is propoſed that a million of pounds ſtew 
ling be ſet apart, as a fund for compenſation to 
the Boroughs which may be disfranchiſed ; that 
this whole ſum be dividedinto thirty-ſix ſhares, 
of which, that each Borough agreeing to ſur. 
render its Elective Right, and applying by Peti- 
tion from two thirds of its Electors to Parlia. 
ment for that purpoſe, be entitled to one ſhare, 
to be diſtributed in due proportion among the 
ſeveral perſons intereſted therein, according 
to their reſpective equitable claims, by a ſpecial 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, to be 
appointed in the ſame manner as Committees 
are apoointed to try the merits 6f conteſted 
Elections; by which, if any queſtion ſhould 
ariſe, touching the Right of Voting, or whe. 
ther the Petitioners are actually two thirds of the 
Voters, ſuch queſtion ſhall be decided: that the 
intereſt of theſe thirty · ſix ſhares, or ſeveral 
principal ſums of money, be accumulated and 
added to each principal ſum, until by the deci. 
ſion of ſuch Committee, each ſum, principal 
and intereſt included, ſhall be awarded to ſome 
ſmall Borough, on its voluntary application to 
be disfranchiſed. By this proviſion, the ſum 
appropriated, if not large enough at firſt to re- 
duce the decayed Boroughs to ſurrender their 
obnoxious Rights, would continually increaſe, 
and the temptation to reſign them "would by 
come ultimately irreſiſtable. 

II. By the other part of Mr. Pitt's! tem 
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of Reformation, a fabſequent improvement of 
the Borough Repreſentation would be aſcer- 
tained, and carried into execution on fimilar 
terms : and, moreover, a principle of future 
and perpetual improvement in the Repreſenta- 
tion of Towns to an indefinite extent would 
be eſtabliſhed. | | 

When the Repreſentation of the Counties and 
the Metropolis have been rectiſied, in the 
mode and to the extent already deſcribed, it is 
propoſed that a ſecond ſum be ſet apart to in- 
duce ſuch decayed or inconſiderable Boroughs 
aforeſaid, as may ftill remain, to make a farther 
ſurrender of the Right of electing Members of 
Parliament, in order that ſuch Right may be 
transferred to the towns of Birmingham, Man. 
cheſter, and other large unrepreſented places, 
whenever ſuch unrepreſented places ſhall reſpec- 
tively petition Parliament for the ſame, alſo, that 
the elective franchiſe, excluſively enjoyed by a 
few inhabitants, Members of the Corporate Body 
in certain towns, may be imparted to the in- 
habitants, houſeholders of ſuch towns, occupy- 
ing houſes aſſeſſed to. a certain ſmall amount, 
on the voluntary application of ſuch Corporate 
Bodies to Parliament to ſurrender their exclu- 
live privileges. ot 

The extenſion of the right of ſuffrage to 
many ſubſtantial houſeholders in the Metropo- 
lis, the unreprefented towns, and thoſe towns 
where the Right of Repriſentation is at pre- 

| ſent 
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ſent excluſively enjoyed by a few inhabitants, 


would be the neceſſary conſequence of the ſeve. 


ral transfers, and communications of the Elective 
Right propoſed in the two parts of this ſyſtem, 
The admiſſion of Copyholders to the Right of 
Voting at County Elections, would form a ſtill 
greater, and a perfectly unexceptionable, addi. 
tion to the Conſtituent: Body; for which, it is 
underſtood, that a ſeparate bill would be pro- 
vided accordingly. Regulations alſo for multi- 
plying the places of Poll in the Counties, for 
the better aſcertainment of the Right of Voting, 
for reducing expence, and preventing Bribery 
at Elections, would be included as ſubſidiary 
parts of the ſame ſyſtem. 

It is not denied that the nation may, when it 
ſees cauſe, reſume a public truſt which has 
been exerciſed unfaithfully, or in a manner in- 
jurious to the common welfare. This is a prin- 
ciple which no friend to the Revolution and to 
the preſent Government can heſitate to acknow- 
ledge. But where the grievance to be removed 
implies an offence puniſhable by law, but not 
proved, in that caſe it ſeems not unbecoming 
the lenient ſpirit of a free Government inſtead 
of puniſhing without convi on, rather to de- 
viſe ſome means by which the grievance in queſ- 
tion may be aboliſhed without hardſhip, if 
poſſible, to any individnal. To conduct Politi- 
cal Reformation on theſe Principles, is not only 


an n mode of#proceeding, but when the 
abuſes 
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abuſes-complained of are interwoven with the 
intereſt of powerful Men, and ſupported by the 
habits and prejudices of the age, it is, in fact, 
the only mode in which the correction of ſuch 
abuſes can be attained. | 2 

In the caſe before the Public, Corruption in 
many inſtances may be juſtly ſuſpected, but it 
has not been proved Shall we then attempt 
2 forcible abolition of the ſmaller Boroughs, as 
an act of power, grounded on no proof of guilt or. 
breach of their public truſt ; or ſhall we prefer 
the voluntary ſurrender. of that truſt, obtained 
by lenient means? Surely, if each mode of diſ- 
franchiſentent were . equally feaſible, compenſa- _ 
tion in ſuch circumſtances . would: be preferable, - 
to compulſion, and better ſuited to the genius 
of the Britiſh nation. But if no miſuſage of 
their franchiſe, nor even a ſuſpicion of guilt. 
could be alledged againſt the ſmaller Boroughs, 
if the only ground of the forfeiture of their 
Rights, were ſtated to be the mere inequality or 
confeſſed impropriety, that a few inhabitants of 
the decayed Boroughs, ſhould return Members 
to Parliament when Dany populous places are 
unrepreſented; the compulſive deprivation of 
the Boroughs on that ground would be ſtil] 
more incompatible with the generous.temper of, 
our Countrymen. : . 

In the laſt, century, before Parliamentary 
Corruption was ſuſpected to exiſt, or perhaps 
thought to be poſſible to any dangerous extent, 
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3 not wholly eſcaped o 
ment that ſeems exceflive, the offer of a com- 
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a tranſient redreſs of the very grievance now 
Rated, actually took place. At that time 
of the inſignificant Boroughs were forcibly cut 
off by the powerful arm of Cromwell; and the 
Right of Repreſentation was diſtributed afreſh 
to the Counties and great Towns on Principles 
truly conſonant with the ſpirit of the Conſtitu- 
tion. The beneficial tendency of this change in 
our ſyſtem of popular Repreſentation has been 
admitted by the moſt judicious and impartial 
Writers; but ſo violent was the diſguſt excited 
by the arbitrary manner in which . the meaſure 
was introduced, that even the power of Crom- 
well could not permanently ſupport this great 
Conſtitutional Improvement. 

And yet the milder treatment of the offen- 
five Boroughs, — 5 Mr. Pitt, has 
ion. From a refine- 


penfation for their ſurrendered Rights has been 
cenſured, as vicious and profligate ; whereas no- 
thing ſeems more evident, than that a propoſal 
to purchaſe the ſurrender, of an elective truſt, 
not juſtly forfeited by conviction of guilt, is ui- 
cious and profligate neither in thoſe who profuſe, 
nor in thoſe who accept the terms — On the con- 
trary, by removing the temptation to venality 
from both the upper and inferior claſſes of 
Men, in numerous inſtances it ' would prevent 
the growth of vice and profligacy,” and would 
tend, by innocent and lawful means, - alike to 

| f meliorate 
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meliorate the ſpirit of our Government, 
to improve the morals of the People. Breaches 
of the judicial truſt are nearly as criminal, 
nearly as dangerous to the Community, as 
breaches of the truſt of Parliamentary Election: 
and yet, after the Rebellion in Scotland, when 
Government propoſed to aboliſh the juriſdic- 
tion of certain Families in that Country, and to 
allow a pecuniary compenſation for the loſs of 
thoſe hereditary powers, the meaſure was; not 
thought to countenance judicial iniquity ; its 
conſequence has rather been found to be to 
dear the adminiſtration of juſtice in Scotland 
from the moſt oppreſlive abuſes: and it may 
well be preſumed that the purchafe of a ſurren- 
der of the rights of rotten Boroughs, would be 
equally effectual in this country to purge the 
Conſtituent and Repreſentative Bodies from the 
grolleſt impurity of corruption. | 

Again, from an anxiety to maintain the doc- 
trine of abſolute forfeiture unimpaired, without 
the admiſſion of which the Revolution neither 
can be juſtified, nor could have been effected, 
the principle of compenſation to the Boroughs 
has been objected to; though, fortunately, ra- 
ther in the tone of apprebenfon,' and cautious 
admonition, than that of diſlike and poſitive re- 
jection. Undoubtedly, it never can be proper 
or expedient, to renounce the national right of 
reſumption; but the diſavowal of that right 
liffers widely from a mere ſuſpenſion. of its 
JL. I. 1 exerciſe. 
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exerciſe. In almoſt every caſe, redreſs of priey 
ances is more ſafely, more commodiouſſy oh. 
_ tained by other means; and, therefore, no wiſe 
nation will ever reſort to that ultimate autho. 
rity, but on the exigence of great and inevitable 
neceſſity. 

- If on this point opinions ſhould be agreed, 
che only queſtions to be aſked are theſe: Is it 
- prudent now to inſiſt on the abſolute forfeiture 
of ſmall Boroughs? Is it wiſe to riſque the 
fate of the Conſtitution on that demand? To | 
which the- obvious anſwer ſeems to be, a moſt 
decided negative.—For on the one hand, let it . 
be conſidered, that by the offer of pecuniary ſ. WM , 
tisfaction, the little venal Boroughs themſelves f 
may be induced to aid the cauſe of Reforma. 
tion, and inſtead of inſtructing their Members Bi | 
to reſiſt, may probably petition Parliament to WW n 
confirm the offer. And even the great proprie- Wl re. 
tors of Boroughs, hitherto moſt averſe from ds 
the Reformation deſired, may perhaps relax 
their oppoſition, when they have reflected that 
in purſuance of this lenient ſyſtem, if the tender 
of public money ſhould be to them no equiv 
lent, they might Rill retain the unmoleſted pol. 
ſeſſion of their invidious privilege, till a differ- 
ent ſentiment ſhould prevail. 
On the other hand, let the advocates of 4 
more vigorous meaſure, as they would term it 
recolle&-the extenſive power of thoſe perſons 


who are e intereſted in kay preſervation of the 
ſmaller 
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ſmaller Borou ghs, the prevalence of various 
unconſtitutional prejudices, the utter averſion 
which has been teſtified by the nation to any 
harſh political operation, eſpecially to the re- 
ſumption of Chartered Rights ; agd, above all, 
the ſtrenuous oppoſition which every motion in 
Parliament, tending, however moderately, to 
reform our ſyſteni of Repreſentation, has hither- 
to received from a great majority of Members; 
and it may be hoped they will be fully con- 
vinced, that an attempt to disfranchiſe the 
Boroughs by force, would be attended now 
with difficulties not leſs inſuperable than thoſe 
which formerly baffled Oliver Cromwell in a 
fimilar purſuit. 

Upon the whole, the method of optional 
compenſation ſuggeſted by Mr. Pitt is equitable 
and expedient: it is certain to produce the ſur- 
render deſired; it is ſure to ſatisfy the perſons 
disfranchiſed; and it is calculated to produce 
that disfranchiſement on the moſt ceconomical 
terms which would be accepted, or which could 
be deviſed without employing force, or poſt- 
poning the meaſure” to a period too —_ to 
ltisfy the hope of the Public. 

The whole debt incurred by the firſt SY 
ton would be diſcharged by the produce of the 
intended finking fund in a ſingle year; and thus 
the Nation would have the happineſs to gain 
one ſubſtantial improvement of the Conſtitution 
fr an expence truly inconſiderable when com- 
malle | LI2 pared 
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pared with the magnitude of the benefit, which 
would be defrayed before the lighteſt per 

tion of any national burthen incurred by the 
purchaſe could be impreſſed on the public mind. 
A much ſmaller ſum would be fully ſufficient 


to accompliſh all the purpoſes of the ſubſequent 
part of the ſyſtem. 

The principal advantages propoſed by the Plan 
may be thus briefly recapitulated: By the firi 
part of it, thirty-ſix of the ſmall decayed Bo- 
roughs would be aboliſhed, and their right of 
Repreſentation would be transferred to the large 
. diſtricts now inadequately repreſented. By the 

| ſecond part, an additional number of the rotten 
Boroughs would be disfranchiſed, and their 
right transferred to Birmingham, Mancheſter, 
Sheffield, and other large unrepreſented towns: 
the excluſive privileges of Corporations in cer- 
tain places, to return Members to Parliament, 
would be thrown'open to the ſubſtantial houſe- 
holders in thoſe places; and laſtly, a principk 
of future improvement in the Borough Repre- 
ſentation, as new unrepreſented towns migit 
ariſe, and ancient Boroughs might decline ut 
population, would be eſtabliſhed. By the ſeve 
ral changes intended in the frame of our Repre 
ſentation, at leaſt one hundred Members would 


thi 


be gained to the Public; and by the extenſo for 
of the right of ſuffrage to the copyholders, & pox 
nearly 100,000 Electors would be added to to t the 
Conſtituent Body. me: 
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The regulations which would form the ſub- 
{diary parts of the ſyſtem, though leis ſplendid 
in their operation, than the propoſed improve- 
ments n the frame of our Repreſentation, would 
yet be found extremely beneficial, and indeed 
abſolutely neceſſary, either to invigorate the 
Conſtitution as much as may be poſlible in its 
preſent enfeebled ſtate, or to give its utmoſt 
effect and energy to the improved ſyſtem which 
has been propoſed. Expence, confuſion, and 
delay are inconveniences to which even our 
ä 
liable. They are inconveniences which, by diſ- 
couraging the free exerciſe of the right of Elec- 
tion in the larger communities, tend to aggra- 
vate.the miſchiefs that reſult from the defective 
ſtate of the inferior Boroughs. To remedy 
theſe evils of expence, confuſion, and delay, 
which chiefly affect the larger communities, re- 
gulations to multiply the places of poll, to aſcer- 
tain more clearly the Right of Voting, and 
more effectually to reduce expence, would be 
eſtabliſhed ; and to ſuppreſs bribery, to which 
the inconſiderable Boroughs ſeem moſt expoſed, ' 
the laws againſt that pernicious practice mult 
be reinforced, 

It is indiſputable, that theſe changes would 
form a very ſubſtantial improvement of our 
popular Repreſentation. The impartiality of 
the plan is alſo no ſmall recommendation to the 
meaſure, It is not propoſed that only the ſmall 

L13 Boroughs 
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Boroughs open to general venality ſhould be 
aboliſhed; nor that the burgage-tenure Boroughs 
or thoſe dependent on certain official Boards, 
ſhould be the ſole ſacrifices to public advaſttage; 
the meaſure propoſed is of a general nature, and 
would certainly be the means of leſſening the 
number of Boroughs in every one of thoſe ob. 
noxious claſſes. It is true, that the additional 
Repreſentation would be chiefly allotted to the 
Counties; but ſince many of the Boroughs pro- 
poſed to be aboliſhed are in the abſolute power 
of families, poſſeſſed. of great landed property, 
whoſe Repreſentatives may be conſidered as 
County Members of the worſt deſcription, viz. 
landed Gentlemen, feeling and acknowledging 


no reſponſibility whatever; and ſince many 


Members would be added to the Metropolis, to 
the great unrepreſented towns, and to the tra. 
ding inhabitants in many principal places, by the 
propoſed extenſion of the right of ſuffrage;— 
the ſyſtem of Mr. Pitt ſeems to obſerve as ſtrict 
impartiality between the Landed and the Com. 
mercial Intereſts as the nature of the caſe could 
poſſibly admit. Each of theſe. deſcriptions of 
Men would receive freſh ſecurity from the al. 
teration propoſed. No Community whatever 
could be injured by the adoption of this Plan 
of Reformation ;' and no Individual, however 
high or however low his ſtation may be, could 
juſtly apprehend any conſequence from it which 
would be hoſtile to his preſent Rate and con- 

| | EI IS. x; dition 
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dition in the Country. It is a mild though effi 
cacious meaſure ; gradual in its operation, yet 
final in all appearance as a ſyſtematical change 
and propoſing to work ſolely by conſent, it con- 
tains in it none of thoſe ſeeds of diſcontent and 
diſturbance which too frequently diſgrace poli- 
tical alterations conducted on other principles. 
In all theſe views, Mr. Pitt's propoſed Plan 
for Reforming our Repreſentation is unexcep- 
tionable. It is, indeed, fo evidently ſafe and 
beneficial, that reaſon ſeems to warrant a fan- 
guine hope that it will meet the full approba- 
tion and ſupport of the Public ; whoſe general 
ſenſe, conveyed to Parliament next winter, in 
decent and reſpectful Petitions, can hardly fail 
to obtain, in a ſhort time, the concurrence and 


fandtion of the whole Legiſlature, 
— 
& PF P'END IE 
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E of the number of Boroughs that 
would probably be disfranchiſed, and the 
conſequent addition of Members that would be 
made to the larger diſtricts and to unrepreſented 
Towns; and alſo the number of large Towns 
in which the excluſive right of the Corporations 
to elect Members would be imparted to the fub- 
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ſtantial inhabitants, houſeholders of the fame 
reſpectively; provided Mr. Pitt's whole Plan 
ſhould be adopted by Parliament. 


| ' [ 

By the firſt part of his Plan would be 
disfranchiſed on voluntary ſurrender, in 
order to reinforce the Repreſentation of | 
the Counties and the Metropolis - 36 
By the ſecond part, to give Repreſent- 
Atives to certain large, n | 
Towns, at leaſt - 8 4 

It is impoſſible to eſtimate the W 
future disfranchiſement under this head. 
But there are at leaſt four large unrepre- 
ſented Towns in immediate view, as fit ta 
receive the Right of Repreſentation ; for 
which transfer, conſequently, the diſ- 
franchiſement of at leaſt four Boroughs 
would be wanted. 


Total of disfranchiſed as 49 
Corporations of large Towns that pro- 
bably would ſurrender their excluſive 

Right of a HIS JE. 10 


8 
Members. 

| Addition to the Metropolis and the 

Counties - bY” IAG 72 


To unrepreſented N 3 
Repreſentation thrown open in ten 
large Towns ye 20 
Total addition of Repreſentatives to 


the public TH , * 
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Eſtimate of the augmentation of the Conſti- 
tuent Body, that wouldibe effected by the ſeveral 


extenſions of the right of ſuffrage- propoſed 7 
Mr. Pitt. 

Houſeholders, added in Marybone, 
Pancras, and other e TAE parts of 


this Metropolis - 10, ooo 
Unrepreſented Freeholders, in the . 3 

of London - 1000 
Copyholders in Middleſex, incl _ 

the Metr opolis * 7000 
Copyholders in other parts of the 

Kingdom - - . ” 6 55000 


Houſeholders, in 33 Man- 
cheſter, Sheffield, and Leeds, independent 
of other unrepreſented Towns, to whom 
the Right of returning-Members to Par- 
lament may be imparted - = 

Houſeholders, in W Bury, . 
Bath, cc. 6500 

Unrepreſented Freebolders of Hull. 
ſhire, probably R 


Total addition gg, ooo 


Numszr XVII, 
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Tur SPEECH anp PROPOSITION or Taz 
RicuT HONOURABLE HENRY FLOOD, 
! IN THE 
Houle of Commons of Great-Britain 
| THURSDAY, Mazcu d, 1790, 


A Reform of the Repreſentation in Parliament, 


—_— 
RISE to des a Reform in the Parliament- 

ary Repreſentation of the People. I cannot 
mention the ſubje& without making you ſenſi- 
ble of its importance: It is ſurrounded with 
difficulties ; ſome that are inherent in the ſub- 
ject, and more that do not in reality belong to 
it—difficulties of private intereſt in the prepoſ- 
ſeflions of thoſe, who, having benefited by the 
perverſion of the Conſtitution, are unwilling to 
reſtore it. To ſuch perſons I have but one ap- 
plication to make, and that is, that they will 
ſuſpend thoſe prepoſſeſſions till they hear __ 
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have to propoſe ; and then if they ſind that 
they can do a noble juſtice to their Country, 
without a perſonal injury to themſelves, that they 
will receive, or, at leaſt, that they will examine 
it. There is another ſentiment which I wiſh 
to obviate, and that is, that it is prepoſterous” 
for any man to attempt a Reform, in which, 
ſome years ago, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer did not ſucceed. ' Bowing to the ſuperi- 
ority of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, my 
anſwer is plain: Firſt, that I have avoided the 
objections that militated moſt ſtrongly againſt 
kis plan——next, that the lights which he has 
thrown on the ſubject, are a great aſſiſtance 
row—that his declared patronage of the prin- 
ciple, as well as that of his Right Honourable 
antagoniſt, are a further encouragement ; ſeeing 
that it cannot be ſuppoſed, that perſons of their 
talents and information, who differ in ſo many 
other things, ſhould concur in this, if it were 
not for the overbearing force of an irreliſtable 
conviction. I have to add, that ſuch a princi- 
ple, ſo vital to the Conſtitution, -and yet fo 
ſtrongly oppoſed by private intereſt, is the very 
thing that cannot be' expected to ſucceed at 
once; but that it is the very thing of which we 
may be certain, that with due perſeverance it 
will fucceed in the end. For myſelf I ſhall only 
fy, that I have too much confidence in the 
magnanimity and wiſdom of. this Houſe, 'and 
of the People of England, not to truſt that they 

| will 
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will rather conſider the weight of the matter 
than the weakneſs of the mover. 

Under theſe auſpices I begin, and will ſay 
what, but in a confidence in your virtue, I dare 
not ſay, that you are not the adequate Repre. 
ſentatives of the People. That you are their 
legal Repreſentatives I freely admit, and that as 
fuch you were entitled, as well as any other 
Houſe of Commons, to all that was reſolved, 
with reſpe& to your powers, in the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament. And I appeal to the candour of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who, I am 
- fure, will readily acknowledge, that the words 
full and free Parliament,“ that were uſed 
upon that occaſion, were not uſed indirectly to 
anticipate the preſent queſtion ; nor to declare 
the adequacy of that Repreſentation, the inade- 
quacy. of which he has himſelf arraigned. But 
1 go farther, and ſay, that you are not only the 
legal Repreſentatives of the People, but that you 
are an highly uſeful and honourable Council—a 
Council, which, in apy other Government of 
Europe, would be a great acquiſition !—But, to 
the honour of the Britiſh Conſtitution be it ſpo- 
ken, that the Britiſh Conſtitution entitles us to 
ſomething better; namely, an adequate Repreſen- 
tative: now this it cannot be, unleſs freely and 
frequently elected by the Body of the People. 
Before I go farther into this ſubject, however, 
I muſt ſtop to notice a declaration of a Right 


Hon. Member, (Mr. Fox) that he was an enemy 
a 8 ? : to 
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to abſolute Government, whether in the form 
of , Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy 
farther, and am an enemy to any two of 
thoſe orders combined, without the intervention 
of the third. And though I do not diſtinguiſh 
between any of the three, ſo as to exprels a pre- 
ference ; yet I have a right to ſay; that as all 
juſt Governments muſt be founded in the choice 
of the People, and muſt have their benefit fur 
its end; ſo it is clear, that the popular order of 
Government is at leaſt as indiſpenſable, and as 
yaluable, as either of the other, Now what is 
the popular order of Government in the Britiſh 
Conſtitution ? It is the Repreſentation of the 
People ; that great arcanum and wiſe myſtery 
of our Government, by which it ſo much excels 
all the Governments of antiquity. By this prin- 
ciple, though ſcattered over a great country, a 
great people can poſleſs an efficient influence in. 
their own Legiſlature, without being Legiſla- 
tors themſelves. But how, not by the ſhadow, 
but by the ſubſtance of Repreſentation ; or, in 
other words, by an actual, and not a virtual 
Repreſentative. - Now. in what does actual Re- 
preſentation conſiſt? In this: that as, by the 
general law of the Conſtitution, the majority is 
to decide for the whole, the Repreſentative muſt 
be choſen by a Body of Conſtituents, whereof 
the elective franchiſe may extend to the majo- 
rity of the People. For what can be ſo evident 
as that, if the Conſtituent Body conliſted of but 
* one 
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one thouſand for the whole nation, the Repre. 
ſentatives choſen by. that thouſand could not, in 
any rational ſenſe, be the actual Repreſentative 
of the People? It is equally clęar in reaſon, that 
nothing leſs than a Conſtituent. Body, formed 
on a principle that may extend to the majo- 
rity, can be conſtitutionally adequate to the 
return of an actual Repreſentative of the People; 
and that unleſs the People be actually repre. 
ſented, they are not conſtitutionally repreſented 
at all. I admit, that property to a certain de. 
gree is a neceflary ingredient to the elective 
power; that is to ſay, that franchiſe ought not 
to go beyond property, but at the ſame time to 
ſay, that it ought to be as nearly commenſurate 
to it as poſſible. Property, by the original 
principle of the Conſtitution, was the ſource of 
all power, both elective and legiſlative ;—the 
liberi tenentes, including at that time, in effect, 
the whole property of the Country, and extend. 
ing to the maſs of the People, were the elective 
body. The perſons whom they choſe to Parlia- 
ment, fat in the right of the property of their 
electors; and the Barons fat in right of their 
own ren that is to ſay, of their own 
property. At that time they were not creatures 
of Royal patent, as now. But now that the 
Lords are creatures of Royal patent merely, and 
that freehold property is a very inferior part of 
the property of the Nation, the national pro- 
* is not as fully ——— as it was _ 
nally 
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nally, and as it ought to be ſtill by the Conſti- 
tution. The Conſtituent Body is alſo defective 
in point of number, as well as in point of pro- 
perty. The whole number of electors is infi- 
nitely ſhort of what it ought to be; and, what 
is worle, the majority of the Repreſentatives 
who decide for the whole, are choſen by a num- 
ber of electors not exceeding fix or eight thou- 
and ; though theſe Repreſentatives are to act 
for eight millions of People. A new body 
of Conſtituents is therefore wanting ; and in 


their appointment two things are to be con- 


ſidered ; one, that they ſhould be numerous 
enou ob, becauſe numbers are neceflary to the 
pit of liberty; the other, that they ſhould 
have a competent degree of property, becauſe 
that is conducive to the ſpirit of order. To ſup- 
ply this deficiency, both in the Repreſentative 
and Conſtituent Body, my propoſition ſhall be 
directed. 

But I am told this is not the time.—And 
why ? Becauſe, forſooth, there are diſturbances 
in France. Now firſt I ſay, that if thoſe diſtur- 
bances were ten times greater, than with every 
exaggeration they are repreſented to be, yet that 
maſs of confuſion and ruin would only render 
the argument more completely deciſive in fa- 
vour of a timely and temperate Reform here. 
And why ? becauſe it is only from want of 
timely and temperate Reform there, that theſe - 
evils have fallen upon France. They could not 

begin 
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begin with reparation in France, there was no. 
thing to repair: they did not begin with ruin, 
they found ruin accompliſhed to their hands, 
Neither the King nor his Miniſters knew where 


6 

] 

to find the Conſtitution. The King called upon . 
the Notables (no legal body) to ſee where the h 
Conſtitution was to be found: Not a veſtige rf N 
it could be recovered. They had lived ſo long 1 
as ſlaves, that they had unlearned the Conſtitu- 1 
tion; they were driven to ſpeculation, becauſe fo 
practice had vaniſhed ; and hence all thoſe cala. * 
mities which have excited ſuch tragical excla- yo 
mations here. th 
To what have the convulſions at former times * 
in England been owing ? To the fame want of bn 
temperate ard timely correction. Had the en- Ii 
croachments of the Tudors been ſeaſonably re. nut 
preſſed, Charles the Firſt might not have miſ- Wl ©, 
taken thoſe uſurpations to be his conſtitutional Will co 
prerogative ; and ſo the miſeries of the nation Wi no 
might have been avoided. | Had not the evil go 
practices of Charles the Second been fo tamely bop 
endured, as to encourage the tyranny of James, ¶ 4. 
the laſt Revolution might not have become ne- Wl Not 
ceſſary. Iam no friend to Revolutions, becauſe WM .s.; 
they are an evil: I am, therefore, a friend to ting 
timely Reform, and for this reaſon, that it ren- WW Befo 
ders Revolutions unneceſſary ; whilſt they who Wn 2 
oppoſe ſuch Reform, may be enemies to Revo- ¶ pour 
lution in their hearts, but _ are friends tot of de 
* their wh ac *; temp 
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Another ſtrong argument from the fituation 
of France, in favour of a Reform, is this, that 
France will improve her Conſtitution. Now 
what has enabled this Country to be at all times 
equal, and oftentimes ſuperior, to France? Not 
her climate or ſoil, which are not ſuperior ; nor 
her territory nor population, which are ſo greatly 
inferior; it is only in the excellence of her Go- 
vernment ſhe has found her ſuperiority. What 
follows ? that if France improves her Govern- 
ment, you muſt reſtore yours. Again, What is 
your ſituation, as to external danger? France, 
the great object of external danger to England, 
can no longer give alarm; during her diſtur- 
bances ſhe cannot have the power; and after her 
Liberty is eſtabliſhed, ſhe will not have the incli- 
nation to make ambitious war. The better her 
Government is, the more rational will be her 
Counſels: the more rational her Counſels, the 
more pacific they will be. Kings may hope for 
glory, and their Miniſters and Minions may 
hope for plunder from warfare ; but what can 
the People expect from an ambitious war? 
Nothing but an accumulation of taxes, and an 
eluſion of blood. Now if a ſtate of external 
danger would. be a ſtrong argument againſt a 
Reform ; a ſtate of external ſafety is as ſtrong 
a argument in its favour. Again, What is 
jour ſituation at home? You are not in a ſtate 
of deſpondency on the one hand, that. might 
tempt you to a meaſure of deſpair, nor in a ſtate 
L. II. Mm | on 
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on the other hand of that drunken proſperity 


by which Nations are rendered ignorant of tbe 
preſent, and regardleſs of the future. You are 
in that happy medium which is the beſt friend to 
ſobriety of judgment, and conſequently the fit. 
teſt ſtate for framing a rational and temperate 
Reform; the only one that I would propoſe, 
and the only one to which I would conſent. 
But it is dangerous, it is faid, to tell the Peo- 
ple of England that they are not duly repre. 
ſented. And is this indeed a ſecret? Are the 
People of England in ſuch a ſtate of infancy, 2 
not to know that they do not ele& thoſe Re. 
preſentatives for whom they do not vote? No; 
but if ever it was a ſecret to them, it has long 
ſince been divulged; it was proclaimed to them 
in a loud voice in the Middleſex Election ; when 
a minority was voted to be a majority; a de- 
termination ſo iniquitous as to ſhake the fabric 
of Parliament to its baſe. What was the con- 


ſequence? The Houſe of Commons in a moment 


of repentance eraſed the record of it, and ſtrip: 
ped themſelves for ever of their former judicil 
Power in Elections, i in expiation and coutrition 
for this abuſe of it. Now what was this abuſe! 
It was making a minority do in one County, 
what could only be conſtitutionally done by a 
majority: and the danger of it in example was, 
that it might be extended to other Counties 
But . what is .the abuſe of which I complain, 


when I complain of the r of Repre- 
ſentation? 
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ty WM katation? It is, that a very ſmall minority of 
be Wl the People do now act for the whole, in electing 
re the entire Repreſentative of the Nation. Now 
to BY this is as much a greater abuſe than the former, 
it. BY + the whole is greater than a ſmall part; and 
ac eas one was expunged by the Parliament, the . 
le, other ought to be expunged by the People. 
Again— This ſecret of inadequate Repreſenta- 
eo. tion was told to the People in thunder in the 
re. american war; which began with virtual Re- 
the preſentation, and ended in diſmemberment,— 
Lo the inadequacy of Repreſentation I charge 
that war. Profuſe Counſels attendant on un- 
conſtitutional majorities had left upon you a 
Vl debt, which induced the Miniſter to look to 
en America for taxes. There the war began; the 
hen I inſtinctive ſelfiſhneſs of mankind made the Peo- 
de ple and Parliament wiſh that others ſhould be 
bric iN :1xed rather than 'themſetves. - At firſt, and 
00- BY until America reſiſted, I agree that this wiſh was 
zent BY common to the Parliament and People - but 
"1" Wl vhen America reſiſted, and the meaſure came 
cid BY v deliberate judgement, the People were the firſt 
den to recover their ſenſes ; whilſt the Miniſter with 
lis majority went on to ruin. I ſay that the in- 
ay; adequacy of Repreſentation, as it was the cauſe, 
by s It it was the only Argument that was attempted : 
Vi in juſtification of that War. When the Ameri- : 
= an exclaimed that he was not repreſented in 
k the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, becauſe he was 
Fe, {Woot an elector; he. was told, that a very ſmall - 
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part of the People of England were Elector:: 
and that he was therefore in the ſame ſtate, in 
which an infinite majority of the People of Eng. 
land were placed. As they could not call this 
actual, they invented a new name for it, and 
called it Virtual Repreſentation; and gravely 
concluded that America was repreſented. The 
argument no doubt was fallacious ; it was per- 
fectly ſufficient, however, to impoſe on multi. 
tudes, in a Nation, wiſhing that others ſhould 
be taxed rather than themſelves; and who were 
in the habit of thinking that the Americans be- 
ing an inferior ſpecies of beings, they ought to 
be contented with their Rane though they 
did not partake at all in the elective capacity. 
The influence of Corruption within doors, and 
of this fraud of argument without, continued 
the American war. 

It terminated in ſeparation, as it began in this 
empty viſion. of a Virtual Repreſentative; ; and 
in its paſſage from one of theſe points to the 
other, it ſwept away part of the glory, and more 
of the territory of Great-Britain, with the loſs 
of forty thouſand lives, and one hundred milli- 
ons of treaſure, Virtual Parliaments,. and an 
inad--quate Repreſentation, have coſt you enough 
abroad already ; take care they do not coſt you 
more at home, by coſting you your Conſti- 
tution. 

But the People of England have not only 
read this ſecret in the dead and deciſive wy 
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of events, but they have imbibed it from the 
living oracles of their ableſt Stateſmen. When 
the city of London, the greateſt and freeſt Me- 
tropolis of the World, applied to Lord Chatham 
to aſſiſt them in ſhortening the duration of Par- 
laments, what was the anſwer of that great Mi- 
niſter; it was this, that ſhortening the duration 
of Parliaments ons would not be ſufficient ; 
that alone'it might do hurt, that the Repreſenta- 
tion itſelf muſt amended ; and his propoſition 
was, to infuſe a freſh portion of vigor into the 
Repreſentative Body, by an addition of County 
Repreſentatives; leaving the rotten Boroughs 
to drop off by time. The authority of the Son, 
both when a Miniſter, and when not a Miniſter, 
has been added to that of the Father. The au- 
thority of many. other of the moſt eminent 
Men might be cited in addition, indeed of all, 
except thoſe, who are wiſe enough to ſtartle at 
reſtoring, as if it were innovating the Conſtitu 
tion; and who grow enamoured of abuſes, pro- 
vided they are old. 

I now come to the remedy for theſe abuſes— 
but firſt I will remind you of the objections that 
have been made to the former propoſitions upon 
this ſubject; becauſe it is the ſhorteſt method 
of ſhewing that my propoſition is free from 
them, It was not objected to Lord Chatham's 
plan, that it would make a conſiderable increaſe 


to the preſent number of Repreſentatives. But 
it was objected that the Freeholders were al- 


ready — his plan did not give 
Mm3 franchiſe 
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franchiſe to any of that great and reſponſible 
Body of Men who are now non-elefors—that, 
on the contrary, it increaſed. the diſparity be. 
tween them and the Frecholders. It was fur. 
ther objected, that this might happen ; - that as 
fo many more of the great intereſts in each 
County might be accommodated by this greater 
number of ſeats which were to be diſpoſed of 
by the ſame number of Frecholders, that thoſe 
| greater intereſts might more probably combine, 
that the Independent Freeholders might become 
leſs fignjficant, and County Elections thereby be. 
come leſs uninfluenced, and leſs conſtitutional 
than at preſent. To the plan of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, i it was not objected, that he in- 
troduced a new Body of Eleftors, namely, the 
Copyholders. It was admitted that by adding 
them to the Freeholders, he had diminiſhed for 
ſo much the objections that had been made to 
his father's plan; but that except for ſo much, 
the ſame objections remained as to that part af 
the ſubjeck. Touching his plan as to the Bo- 
roughs, it was objected that to disfranchiſe them 
might, indeed, be arbitrary; but that to buy them 
out would be to build Reform, not on the pu- 
rity, but corruption of franchiſe—that the pur- 
chaſe might never be effected that certaiply it 
muſt be flow; and that the worſt Boroughs, thoſe 
of the Government, would never refi but 
would be comparatiyely increaſed in Rev im- 


eform was to wait for the reſult of all theſe 


qr by the reſignation of others—that the 
contin. 
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; — and at all events that it was not 


to begin till the expiration of the Parliament, 
which had but juſt commenced; during all which 
time it would lie open to be repealed, before it 
began to operate. | 

My propoſition is free from all theſe objec- 
tions; for it is, that one hundred Members 
ſhould be added, and that they ſhould be 
elected by a numerous and a new body of re- 
ſponſible Electors; namely, the reſident Houſe- 
holders in every County —reſident, I fay, becauſe 
that the principle of the Conſtitution is fo 
ſtrongly in favour of reſidence, that it ordained 
that no Non-refident could be an Elector: and 
with reaſon”; firſt becauſe reſidents muſt be 
beſt acquainted with every local circumſtance; 
and next, becauſe they can attend at every place 
of election, with the leaſt inconvenience and 
expence to themſelves 'or to the Candidate,— 
Houſeholders, I ſay, becauſe being maſters, or 
fathers of families, they muſt be ſufficiently re- 
ſponſible to be entitled to franchiſe, There is 
no Country in the world in which. the Houſe. 
holders of it are conſidered as the rabble,—no 
Country can be faid to be free, where they are 
not allowed to be efficient Citizens—they are 
excluſive of the rabble, the great maſs of . the 
People—they are the natural guards of popular 
Liberty in the firſt ſtages of it without them it 
cannot be retained; as long as they have this 
conſtitutional influence, and till they become 
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generally corrupt, popular Liberty cannot be 
taken away. Whenever they do become gene. 
rally corrupt, it cannot be retained ; neither 
will it be long poſſeſſed, if they have not this 
_ conſtitutional influence; for the liberty of a na. 
tion, like the honour of individuals, can never 
be ſafe but in their own cuſtody. The Houſe. 
holders of this Country have a better right to 
| conſideration and franchiſe, than thoſe of any 
other Country, becauſe they pay more for it. 
It is admitted, that every individual of this 
Country, one with another, pays fifty ſhillings 
a-year to the revenue in tax. The maſter or 
father of a family muſt contribute, in propor- 
tion, for himſelf, and for each individual of his 
family, even to the child that is hanging at the 
| breaſt, Who ſhall fay that this claſs of Men 
ought to be confounded with the rabble ? Who 
ſhall dare to ſay, that they ought to bg pre. 
ſcribed from franchiſe? They maintain the af. 
fluence of the rich, the dignity of the noble, 
the majeſty of the Crown; they ſupport your 
fleets and your armies—-And who ſhall ſay, 
that they ſhall not have this Right to protect 

I haye ſtated the inadequacy, of the Reprefenta- 
tivę Body, compared with the Conſtituent Body 
even as it now ſtands; I have ſtated the inade · 
quacy of the Conſtituent Body itſelf as it now 
is, compared with what it ought to be; I ſhall 


now ſtate the effect of this double inadequacy 


upon 
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upon the balance of the Conſtitution. The 
Conſtitution conſiſts of three orders, one Mo- 
narchical, one Ariſtocratic, and one Popular: 
the balance conſiſts in maintaining the equipoiſe 


between them. This balance was loſt in the 


firſt part of the Norman ara; it was recovered 
in ſome degree after; it was impaired again in 
the period of the Tudors and Stuarts; at the 
Revolution it is ſu to have been again re- 
covered. Let us ſee whether it has not been 
impaired ſince. The Lords have been the moſt 
ſtationary part, yet by a great increaſe of their 
numbers of late, they have carried with them 
into the Lords, patrimonial and private Bo- 
roughs ; thereby obtaining an influence over 
the Houſe of Commons which does not conſti- 
tutionally belong to them, But the great alte. 
ration has happened on the part of the Crown. 
And here, for brevity, I will appeal to the au- 
thority of a great Judge that is no more. Mr, 
Juſtice E e has ſtated all the cautionary 
proviſions that have been made to guard againſt 
prerogative; he has then enumerated the vari. 
ous ſources of influence which have accrued ta 
the Crown in place of thoſe prerogatives; and 
the concluſion of ſuch a Man, a lawyer, look. 
ing to be a judge ; of principles ſufficiently Mo. 
narchical; writing in his cloſet, and appealing 


to the cool juſtice of the lateſt poſterity 3 is, 


What ? That influence has gone ſo far beyond 
prerogative, that, at the moment he wrote, the 
Liberty 


E 1 


Liberty of England was rather to be found in 
the virtue of the Prince, than in the ſtrength of 
the Conſtitution. And what remedy does he in- 
timate? An amendment in the Repreſentation 
of Parliament. Mr. Hume, a prèrogative writer, 
taking the ſame view of the ſubject, has ſaid, 
that the euthanaſy of the Britiſh Conſtitution 
muſt be arbitrary power. What did the Houſe 
of Commons ſay in their memorable reſolution ? 
That the influence of the Crown had increaſed, 
was increaſing, and. ought to be diminiſhed?! 
Does any Man doubt this authority? Were they 
not witneſſes of the fact, as well as judges of 
the propoſition? But it does not reſt on their au- 
thority; an act of the whole Legiſlature has 
ſince confirmed their words, they have been 
made ſtatute by the Act of Reform that paſſed 
afterwards. But what has happened ſince? an 
Eaſt-India Bill has paſſed, and a Declaratory law. 
And what is the conſequence ? That no Man 
who has any modeſty, or who ever expects to 
be credited, will deny, that by thoſe laws more 
influence has been conveyed to the Crown, or 
the Miniſter, than was ſubſtracted by that Act of 
Reform. The little influence of the whole People 
on the Repreſentative Body is thus noticed by 
Sherlock, a Biſhop. In his Treatiſe on the Teſt 
and Corporation Laws, he fays, that though the 
Diſſenters were but a twentieth part of the Peo- 
ple, yet if they got into Corporations, the petty 
Boroughs being ſo numerous, they * by 
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them obtain a majority in the Houſe of Com- 
mons againſt the whole Nation. In a word, it 


is undeniable that a great majority of the Houſe |. 


of Commons are under another influence than 
that of the People. It is nonſenſe to call this a 
Repreſentative of the People: the balance of the 


Conſtitution is therefore gone; it muſt be re- 


ſtored, or the Conſtitution will be undone. The 
only thing to be decided, is, how it ſhall be 
reſtored : It may be reſtored by opening all tlie 
Boroughs, ſo as to make them places of popular 
and conſtitutional. election. But will private 
intereſt hear of that? No. What follows ? that 
there is but one made left for reſtoring the ba. 
lance, and that is, by an additional body of Con- 
ſtitutional Repreſentatives, choſen by an addi- 
tional body of Conſtitutional Electors either 
then this muſt be done, ar the evil muſt con- 
. nor will that be all; for, according to 
. evil, it will propagate itſelf till it 
oP what remains of your Conſtitution. 
Is the addition of Members objected to? It was 
not objected to Lord Chatham, It was nat argued 
that the integrity or wiſdom of Parliament was 
confined; to the number of five hundred and 


fifty-eight, . No—it was felt that this Houſe is 


never. tumultuary, but when it ceaſes to be a 
public, by becoming à party aſſombly. It was 
therefore felt, that as by the ſuper · addition of 
ſuch Members, this Houſe would become more 


2 public, and leſs a party aſſembly ; it — 
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by courſe, become leſs tumultuary, and riſe in 
dignity and order. But if this be a ſerious objec. 


tion, remove it; there are an hundred Boroughs 
that might be limited to the return of one Re. 
preſentative inſtead of two. I do not propoſe it; 
but I deſire that you will either propoſe it, or 
not object this addition to me. In a word, the 
People have loſt their conſtitutional influence in 
the Legiſlature. Inſtead of having the whole, 
they are far from having a majority in their own 
Repreſentative—the majority is againſt them— 
and the majority decides for the whole. The 
Houſe of Commons is a ſecond rate 
inſtead of a popular Repreſentation—the pillar 
of the Conſtitution is undermined—it is non- 
ſenſe to ſay that every thing is well, when every 
thing is in danger—every Country in Europe 
was once as free as Englind—in every Country 
of Europe it was ſaid that every thing was well; 
till they found that every thing was otherwiſe: 
they went to bed ſaying they were iree, and 
they wakened bond- men. 

Let us not flatter ourſelves that there is a de- 
ſtiny peculiar to England—She has loſt her Li- 

more than once—it is our buſineſs to take 

care that ſhe ſhall never loſe it again. Ma- 
chiavel ſays wiſely, that no free Government 
can laſt that is not often brought back to its 
firſt Principles—and why? Becauſe the excel- 
lence of a free Government is, to controul the 
evil paſſions and practices of rulers. _— 
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the conſequence? Thoſe paſſions and practices 
are at perpetual war with ſuch a Conſtitution 
they make a conſtant effort to undermine or 
evade this barrier which is oppoſed to them. 
What is perpetually aſſailed, muſt be 
ally defended hat is inceſſantly ſapped, muſt 
be inceſſantly repaired. It is nonſenſe to ſay 
that the Engliſh Conſtitution, becauſe it was 
once the beſt in the world, can never want Re- 
formation. A bad Government cannot eaſily 
become worſe—it therefore may not want and 
certainly does not deſerve reparation. A good 
Government does eaſily become worſe—it is 
with difficulty it can be preſerved even by vigi- 
lance; and of all things in the world it beſt 
deſerves to be repaired. The propoſition which 
I make to you is practicable that cannot be 
denied—it cannot be denied to be efficient—it 
will add a body of reſponſible Conſtituents, of 
ſuch number that a majority of the People may 
have the exerciſe of franchiſe ; thus it cures the 
defect of the Conſtituent Body and on the Re- 
preſentative Body it will have this good effect 
that there will be no longer a decided majority 
in the Houſe of Commons, under another choice 
and another influence, than that of the People 
it leaves every County, City, Town, Borough, 
Manor, &c. as it finds them—it moleſts none of 
the private proprietors of that which ought not 
to be private. And what does it aſk of them 
in return? * but that they will ſuffer the 
Conſtitution 


L. sss J 
Conſtitution to be indemnified; and the influ. 
ence of the People to re-enter the Repreſentative, 
To carry all this into execution would require 


but one ſhort provifion ; namely, that the She. 


riff of each County be required by himſelf, and 


his deputies, to take the poll of the reſident 


Houſtholders of his County, in each pariſh on 
the fame day? thus this great remedy to the 


, Conſtitution may be obtained in one day; with 


leſs tumult and expence than attends upon the 
election of a diminutive Borough; thus the Re. 
preſentative will be choſen, as he ought to be, 
by the People; and by ſhortening the duration 


of Parliaments, he will continue to act as if he 


were fo choſen. 


Monteſquieu has faid that a free People will 


pay more taxes, with greater alacrity than a 
People that are not free; and he adds the reaſon, 
becauſe they have a compenſation in the Rights 
they enjoy. The People of England pay fifteen 
millions and a-half annually to Revenue. This 
purchaſe they pay for the Conſtitution—ſhall 
they not have the benefits of it—every indivi- 
dual pays fifty ſhillings a- year. How many en- 
joyments muſt every inferior individual relin- 
quiſh; and how much labour muſt he undergo 
to enable him to make that contribution? No 
People ever deſerved better of Government than 


the People of this Country at this moment, they 


have not only ſubmitted with alacrity to this 


enormous maſs of taxation, but when the health 
or 


J 


or the Rights of their Sovereign were at ſtake, 
they gathered round the Throne with unexam- 
pled zeal—Can ſuch a People be denied their 
privileges ? Can their privileges be a ſubject of 
indifference or remiſſneſs to this Houſe ? I can- 

not believe it; and therefore I move for leave 
to bring in a Bill to amend the Repreſentation 
of the People in Parliament, 


Ma. FLOOD's. REPLY. . | | 
The Honourable Member (Sir James John- [| 
ſtone) has deſired that I ſhould poſtpone my Mo- | | 
tion for a century; did I-think bat. I ſhould: =! 
have an opportunity to move it at the end of a | 1 
century, perhaps I might comply; the Honour - [| 
able Member objects impracticability to my pro- 3 
poſition, as if it were oppoſed hy the articles of 1 
the Union. Undoubtedly if Scotland were not to 1 
have her due proportion of additional Members, 
the objection would be juſt; but I not only 
mean to give to Scotland her ſhare in this addi- 
| tional Repreſentation; but for one I would con- 
ſent to her having a more liberal proportion 
than that which was aſſigned at the Union. I 
admit that the united Parliament cannot take 
from Scotland any of the advantages of the 
Union; but no Man has ever held, that they 
can add nothing. to the, benefits of it. And 
whilſt I have the authority of Lord Chatham, 
to ſhew that the Union cannot be a bar to an 
increaſe of the Repreſentation; and that of the 
| Chancellor 
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Chancellor of the, Exchequer, to Gents te 
cannot obſtruct a Parliamentary Reform, the 
Honourable Baronet muſt excuſe me, if I prefer 
their reaſons in favour of a e to h p.. 
poſſeſſions againſt it. 

Whatever may be the fate of my propoligion 
to-night, I am glad that I have moved it. The 
ſubject was conſidered as dead by the enemies 
of it —but the friends of it will now | 
that it is alive; had we ſuffered it to continue 
during the whole of this Parliament in that 
ſwoon into which it had fallen, the vital prin- 

ciple might have been ſo far extin ed, that 
the next Parliament could never Have reſtored 
it. I have given an opportunity to ſome of the 
moſt diftinguiſhed Members of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed parts ofthe kingdom, to expreſs their 
approbation of this propoſition. I hive given an 

opportunity to a Right Hon. Member (Mr. Fox) 
to declare himſelf again a friend to an amend- 
ment of the Repreſentative, in thoſe clear and 
unequivocal terms which beſt become the manli- 
neſs of his talents; and I confider myſelf as emi- 
nently fortunate that my plan has ſo far recom- 
mended itſelf to a judgement of ſuch authority, 
that he has not heſitated to ſay, that it is the 
beſt plan which has yet been ſuggeſted; and to 
add, — the introduction of the reſident Houſe· 
holders is well adapted to give Repreſentation 
to that 2 7 property _ — 
become general in this kingdom. I am glad to 
ga acknowledge 
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* 1 TT ſay beyond that acknow- 
edgement; in Tſuperior tone of argument he 
proto that een, (and by a friendly 
yoice) che em of his objections; and there- 
fore whilſt 1 admit with pleaſure the urbanity 
— of the Right Honourable Gentle - 
reply, and the wit and humbur with 
n u nh replete; I have only tb reiterate 
= was he and not Iʒ that aſſumed every 
Mng whth it 9 requiſite to prove, and that 
his ſpeech was like a fair vilion that ca 
the eye by an — — but 
iiſhes. before Me touch, anÞfades into nal” 


va- 


wle Member tranſported by his "enthuſiaſm 
Hinſt a Reform, as t#ſayh that if ſuch deter- 
ninations 8 that of pe Middleſeæ Election had: 
been general, he qc ſuppoſe them to be right; 
ww this is nothing leſs than to ſay, that right 
ind wrong are but empty ſouiids, and that we 
tre only to, ihquire what has been done not + 
whether it ought to have been done, or no. | 
There art inſtances however ig which wit 
ind humour, and in Which poignäncy and ele- 
hince, are not to he ined of, but in which 
certain bluntneſs b g on coarſeneſs, and 
1 2 have àtteinpted to uſurp 
have thought it? The 
2 * N rn" 
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ilatiom: fo fat indeed was the Rigtit Honour. "* 
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to conjure dgwn if top Aoi 
of Reform, and a gra A. of the 
er in the graveſt off all poſſiblè hazgn.* 
ged to himſelf that'a 1 hes 
2 the 5 Aſſembly of Fra Ty 
caped into this Houſe to make the p 
poſition. I am not a 3 
a Citizen of the Britiſh Empire—1 ag em. 
ber of this Houſe—1 appeal to you whether my 
conduct has been that of an Alien or ah 
turer whether 1 hade often 8 
attention —hether I ever did. ſ 
caſion of importance, and whether Fi then == 
ried Mu with vſtentation or pfolixity., Lam a 
independent in Nortune and ,inpature %s 
+ Honourabley Member kimſcl' (Mr. Powis). 1 
have no fear but that᷑ of doing wrong; nor cat 
I have an hope on thy ſubject, beyond that a, Bi. 
doing ſome ſervice. befor die. _ accident 
of my ſituation has not made me a 3 
and I never lamented that YHituation now, 
that I feel myſelf as hwy as I fear the 
2 of Engand, will be four to YE on this 
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An Hon Member 08. Phipps) ba.” 
, faid, that a R orm is upneceflary, becauſe, upol. , 
the laſt General Election the People were abt git 
to: manifeſt their, inclin Mons in favour of au F 
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nuch more wguld they have been Wanifeſted; 
bad er ative been adequate? Would 
the Hoo mber be ſorry that his friends 
vere ſtronger — they are f f the Solifion of 
de Hog. Member de true, he .oyght to be x 
ad; Reform; if it 88 not trug, he might 
uve ſpare the obſerd2tion. 6 


But T 1 — = aff chat I have: 
made thig n, thn that it has given to” 
And 9 — an * man Kd 
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noment, that d render th ion of 


ag Coriftitiftion ithproper, ſhould never have 
lent propoſed'1 it: but J neither did, nor Can conceive 
ach a poſſibility ; the time 1 ras for vari- 
e rexſons, the p reſt in the world, and for 
the is amongſt ot would have deen the 
th me, in which the — — Exche- 
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pointed out the reſourcęs for Another war, 
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however, it is not my natufe; and have | 
"thought tos often and too anxjoully « thefub- WW 
jet, not 2 to flatter. myſelf with » il - 
fuck a polhbility. But iI = 


22 that: the meaſures f put 
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require a —— Hou of Commons hn in 
inadequate rRepreſentation can furri{{M. +» 
is an influency, t. will ways diſturb every 
thing that is great, in purſyit-of every thifth that 
is littie. This influence cfagorive ee a Con- 
ſtitutional Repreſentative : Such a epreſent 
— therekorep is the greateſt bf public bleſſings, 
all public are Mociated wh the 
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0 ber 4. of ev Kate ape fabjd 
to be debwncked by * d the lower by 
. _ ty the middle clſſe alone can be de 
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— unite to By 

4 is the buſineſs, vr ape; of tein 
nder the middle wnks ſo 8. a8 to 
"bl to reſiſt union of the extremes. 
_ Chnſtitugnt' Body is the political army of 
State; A able general will make the Sur 
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vwthgs. On this principle I introduce forfy 
|-0s. of reſponſible Citizens from the 
middle ranks of the, People, to fortify the Con- 
Kitution, ind to render it impr Such 
"Men cannot gain by convulſion g ch Men are 
too numerous to combine, and their poſition i is 
1 poſition of mnderation, it is a ate, of 
mediocrity. | 

But the Chartcefer'of the Exchootter wiſhes 
7 re. my 1 

wi requeſt ; g fatisfied my 
N Es. ot Wet the time 
and ot the ure, ving been encoug - 
ged by the opinion of others, — 
not becom to rętgact. It ij 
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T Athough all times are 
v6 e the Conſtitution in an AT; 
point, the Repreſentation of the People in 4 
liament, in vhichꝰ it is acknowWdged to be 


tial impaired, ths is rly & proper ti 
Reſſtved, That although Miniſter$$afid Pur4 
ties have had objeſts wich in their vi 


have been more importagg, Se People can — 
none Seater, 4 ob oe preſent impo 
than that of a Reform bs e i 
- Parlieng. 
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point, on which it will not be fixed, 

ä z perſevering cao th®Community; ſince no 

. ſubſtaggials Reform be expected to moye 
from Parliament to the but from the 
People to Rar 

the 1 = ys, NOR. People 45 re- 

an new Aſſaciations in their ſever Counties, Vities, 

ds and T , and (h 2 efforts, perſe- 

P veringly ind with ordgg, for the Atainment of 
a Reform in the Repn — 2 Plan ſufficf. 

he ently ſimple and Rhenfive may aſſuredly 

1 be formed; and w thus ſupported, W 
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That a Committeqgbe_ now pn 

FAT: the purpoſ of prömòting ſuch Af. 

af conſulting, preparing, and 

LE Tong rd, a Plan reſpecting the Election 

ration of Parli iaments, in — manner as 
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Reſolved, That it be Wommended to the 
lid Committee, to conſider whether fome con. 
venient agd effectual method for the ri 
of Votes; forthe takin Poll by. Di 
and in a mode leaſt liable ta influence, 
„ tion, or tumul; & admi ing other deſcrip- 
tions of Pertons, not othe paſſeſſed 
f ie, the Exerciſe 4 the Fight of wage; 
and fordo admifti 
groſs of 


Flam fa) 4 Parliamentary eform. 
- | Reſolved, That it, be Fecomthended. to 3 
ittee to conſider to Pomoltps limits e dufa. 
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7 


#5 Way 
atati — m — 


ily propoſed. — yp 


And reſpęctihg the durttiön, this M 
perſuaded the Committee will have in 
© view the ancient an@frequetſthy confirm 
of ſhort Parliaments; and they wi} Kot in 
their propoſal admit a longer term than'a 

neceſſity ſhall a to them to require. 
| Reſolyed, it the ad Committee do 2 
ſu jects, 
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recovery of their ju ri ghts. 
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Refofutions at General 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the strand, on 


| Wedneſday aroth Maas 90, the F riends; 
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Harz Reſtoration & the Ri Ls 

4 Reprgſentation to the Peole is. the beſt 2 

f — re whyth, can be given him for the 
heavy hprthens which they now bear, as well 15 
thoſe addition hich probably may 
ſoon impoſed upon them, and which a war m 
neceſſarily occaſion. 
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mies of Reform, on the ſittn of the 
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the prfent moment gs ety auſpicious to 
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tion would to Mate it, even 

„if. the County a Oh alone had been ac- 

(| J cuſtomed't6 elect all 15 io , who would in that 
d, WH caſe probably be galled the RepreſentativeFof 


the People; à ſtate of the Repreſentation which - 
we ſuppoſe no man out of — would-be 
ſo is lens as % approvs, off N for 


intereſted purpoſes) * * 4s to we 
Reſolved nanimouſly, Ihat the apo R 
the.moſt olieattides ad ak df. PRliamen- 
gf” Refoftn, inſtead of damping ought to ſti. 
ate the activity, of the People of. England, 
they may from hence lgars that the attain- 
ment of this great object, by any other, means 
but their own ſpirit 1 is totally hope, ; 
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ö 2 by thoſe events that have 
: 


+ 
their lag Meetingg will feln pro- 
IH + cced towa 2 got of their object. 


eir re. 


fance 


d Reſalved, hat xt inarys General 17 
e 4 ' Meeting be * ££ t Gays after the  _. 
D | > Digolutions 


, * 4 * * * 
; [ ®. + > 75 
; a 4 
„„ 


* 44 a 


p * 


. 


4 ; 
© * 1 * 
+ 2 
of * 
3 L "AY 15 
| Diffolign of Patliament- whenever "i 


* 


Reſolved, "Phat ths _—_ of this M 


ing he printed in e public papers. 
* Reſolved, That che thanks of 
We to hg Chajrman.—Adj 


25 ona LOVER, r 


| at | 


9 
K 


9 


| 1 
/ 9 ORDERS * 

* THE | . — 4 

MANCHESTER CoN'sTITUTIONAL Soctzry, 

_ . ee ocropts, Rs. 2 - | 

we” * 


ih 


? 0 7 r TY „ 0 * . 
THAT the othect of this' Inſtitution is to at, 
tend to, and confWer of, Load Rn 
| = dad 62 Ee af the 5 
cople * may be affedted, fan Roa rt. in. 
tion, concerning ang circumſtance, or mea - 
ſure, hoſtile, or adrantageous to the Rights f  , 
the edlen o * 215 5 
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ore any of the Meeting 
enceq mat l . profcſions, 
and Dy tices, down, 
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RES e ſuch g is“ held ; and tHfit 
ed, or dtherwiſec; at the ext Meet - 
2 x wajority of the Memberspreſent: -The | 
nomimation'of Candidates to be the firſt * 
of the Meeting, and Elections the laſt. The 
woe of electiqn, to be ot. * 
1 ,& That 2 * — "be, cholen every Night by 
Jopiry © dt the-Members Preſentz at che hour 
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which the. Propoſal ty be made. * (44% | 
12,*That the Seqretary pe reqyeſted and . 
powered, to correſpond, as ccaſſſ may 9 m1 th 
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if need bh in goy other kingdom. 
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mud to the Secretary, progided ou „„. 
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the date of tHe requiſitic and dart 
= theteof, am of the buſineſs intenq;d to 
be diſcuſſed, b ang itted to each Member as , 
ſoon as may after We Secretary hag received 
re No meaſure wht&erao be 
adopted qt any ſpecia eXcepting ſuch 
as ſhall be and oats = | þ in the notice of 
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14 That the ging of the Se 3 
A to every Publication, 
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Orders of the Society, and of the ſtven Reſolu- 
tions of abb s of October laſt,” be printed for 

the * of Members. £4 
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Paper V. 
ADDRESS 


FROM THE 


_ Sociery for ConsriTuTIONAL INFORMATION 


In SnzrrigLpD, 


Jo the PUBLIC. 


S the neceſſity of a | REFORMATION, by 

the revival of our ancient privileges in 

the Conſtitution of our Government, is ſo well 
known, and ſo generally allowed, we apprehend 
it unneceflary to make anyapology for declaring, 


| That a temperate and diſpaſſionate enquiry into 


the evils of our Government, it is preſumed, can 
be the only means of redrefling our grievances; 
without having recourſe to the leaſt efforts of 
violence. To allay, therefore, the heat of party, 
to prepare the PUBLIC MIND for deliberate in- 
veſtigation, and to prove that our LIBERTIES 
may be renovated without the deſtruction of the 
Conſtitution, or perſonal ſacrifice, is the imme- 
diate purpoſe, endeayour, and intent of this 


Society, for which the patronage of all parties is 
— 


. a. ao 


n_—_ a, as 


* 1 

folicited. Deſirous of preſerving peace, order, 
and ſecurity, the Members of this Society con- 
ſide on the intention of their endeavours being 
honoured with the general approbation and en- 
couragement of their Fellow - Citizens. Conſcious 
of the ſervice their example and perſeverance in 
ſo laudable an undertaking may produce, they 
are proud to avow the following are the pri- 
mary objects on which their motives * 

ples are founded. | 

Firſt, That as our Conſtitution was, from the 
earlieſt periods, founded on Liberty, it ſhould 
not be deſtroyed, as if it were the Government 
of Deſpotiſm. . 

Secondly, That all our political evils ariſing 
from the abuſe of THE CONSTITUTION in 
practice, and not from any defect of it in prin- 
ciple, the original purity of its ſpirit may be 
reſtored without violence to the body. | 

Thirdly, That as the corrupt State of the Re- 
preſentation originates withall parties, itsancient 
purity is only to be revived by the-unanimous 
and diſintereſted efforts of every rank and de- 
gree in the kingdom. 

Fourthly, That as nothing but a patriotic and 
diſintereſted reſolution in all, to recur to the firſt 
principles of our Conſtitution, can reſtore us to 
the entire poſſeſſion of our ancient Liberties—it 
is not the fall of one party, or the riſe of another, 
that ſhould be the object of the public purſuit. 

And, FOR That as the Reſtoration of our 

O 0 2 Liberties 
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Liberties is equally due to all, no difference of 
opinion, fituation, or circumſtance ſhould pre- 
vent every individual peaceably uniting in the 
attainment of this invaluable bleſſing, 


CONDITIONS 
For admitting MznBzrs into this Socizrv. 


Agreed, That the following Profeſt or Decla. 
ration ſhall be complied with, and acknowledged 
as the real ſentiments of each and every Mem- 
ber of this Society, previous to their admiſſion 
into any of our Meetings, or their acceptance 
of a ticket. 


DECLARATION. 


I ſolemnly declare myſelf an enemy to all con- 
ſpiracies, tumults, and riotous proceedings, or 
maliciouſly ſurmiſing any attempt that tends 
to overturn, or any wiſe injure or diſturb the 
peace of the People, or the Laws of this Realm: 
And that my only wiſh and deſign is, to concur 
in ſentiment with every peaceable and good 
Citizen of this Nation, in giving my voice for 
application to be made to Parliament, praying 
for a ſpeedy Reformation, and an equal Repre- 
ſentation in the Houſe of Commons. 


December 19, 1791. 
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APPENDIX 
To VOLUME the SECOND; 


CONTAINING 


A State of the Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple of England, Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, under the Protector, OLIVER 
CROMWELL, in the Year 1654. 


n -A State of the Repreſentation of the Peo- 
or ple of England, Wales, and Scotland, on 
ids the PLAN of the As80Cc1AT10N of the 
the CounTyY of YORK, in the Year 1780. 


car A State of the Repreſentation of the Peo- 
for ple of England, on the Principles of Mr. 
ing PITT, in the Year 1785; with an an- 
pre- nexed State of additional Propoſitions, 
ſuggeſted» by the Editor, in the Year 


1793. 


003 A State 


A State of the Repreſentation gf the People of 
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England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, under 
the Protector, Oliver Cromwell, in the Lear 


1654. 


Counties. 


Bedfordſhire, 
Ber kſhire, 
— 
mbridgeſhire, 
Ille of Ely, 
Cheſhire, 


Cumberland, 


Ine of Wight, 
Her efordſhire, 
Hertfordſhire, 
Huntingdonſhire, 
Kent, 
Lancaſhire, 
Leiceſterſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, 

, Middleſex, 
Monmouthſhire, 
Norfolk, 
Northamptonſhire, 
Northumberland, 
Nottinghamſhire, 
Oxfordſhire, 
Rutlandſhire, 
Shropſhire, 
Somerſctſhire, 


ENGLAND. 


5 I 6 
5 . 
3 3 
: © 
8 4 12 
2 T 3 
4 I F 
It 
6 F 10 
2 1 3 
13 3 16 
. bo 9 
4 2 . 
5 2 7 
3 * 4 
11 7 18 
4 * 6 
10 6 16 
4 8 12 
3 o 3 
: N 
2 
3 2 5 
4 2 6 
8 3 * 
2 o 2 
4 
1 - 1 
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i WM 
Counfice, County Menlers for c Tibet, 
Members. and — 
, 3 2M 
— 10 | a 16 
_ — , 6 4 10 
uſſex, 9 3 14 
Warwickſhire, 4 1 7 
Weſtmorland, 2 o * 
Wiltſhire, 10 4 24 
Wor $5 3 * 
Yorkſhire Weſt Riding 5 
Eaft Riding 4 i 23 
North Riding, 4 , 
— — — 
WALES, 
2 f 2 
iganſhire o 2 
ſhire, 2 0 2 
ſhire, 2 2 
Denbighſhire, 2 2 
intſhire, 3 5 4 
Glam anſhire, - 
Merionethſhire, Ft : 
tgo 2 2 
Pembrokeſhire, . x 3 
i 2 2 
265 134 400 
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| Eaſt Lothian, © 
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Counties, 
Dunbarton, Argyle, and Bute, 
Lanerk, a 
Mid-Lothian, , 


= 


_ 
tkirk and Pee 
Dumfries, be, a 

Wigtoun, 

Orkney, Shetland, and Caithneſs, 
Sutherland Roſs, and Cromarty, 
Elgin, and * 

Banff, 


Aberdeen, 8 
Air, and Renfrew, 
Roxburgh, 


Total Members for Counties of Scotland, 20 


— 


Cities and Towns, Member: for Cities 


Edinburgh, 
Forfar, Dundee, Aberbrothock, Montroſe, 


Brechin, 


Linlithgow, Queeneferry, Perth, Culroſs, } 


Stirling, 
St. Andrews, Dyſart, Kirkcaldy, C 
Anſtruther, Eaſt and Weſt, Pitten W — 


Crail, Dunfermline, Kinghorn, Inder- * 
keithing, Kilrenay, Burnt Iſland, 
Lanerk, Glaſgow, Rutherglen, Rothſay, 


Renfrew, Air, _— Dunbarton, 
wy — Sanguh ar, Lockmaben, Aman, 
on, Kirkcudbright, Whitehorn, Tr 
8. oway, 
Peebles, Selkirk, Jedburgh, Lauder, North 
Berwick, Dunbar, addington, 
Dornoch, Tain, Inverneſs, Dingwall, Nairn, 
Elgin, Tones, 


Banff, Cullen, Aberdeen, Y 
Total Mem. for Cities & Towns of Scotland, 20 10 
Total Members for Scotland, : * 
IRELAND. 
| Counties. A | County Members, 
Meath, and Lowth, 2288 e 
Kildare and Wicklow, : 2 


g 
[ 


Cy 
PPP 
* 


. 

Counties, County — 
Dublin, 
Catherlough, Wexford, Kilkenny, and Pa 

A La and King's County, 
— — 4 
— — = L) jv. OY 

n a a 
Kerry, Limerick. and Clare, 


Cork 

Tipperary and Waterfend, 
$ligo, Roſcommar, and Leitrim, 
Galway and Mayo, 


Total Members for Counties of Ireland, 


Cities and Towns, Member: for Cities * 
| * , and Towns. 
Dublin, 


1 
Carrick and Belfaſt, - > 
Derry, and Coleraine, e 
Limerick, and Kilmallock, | 1 
I 
I 
I 
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Cork, and. Youghall, 3 
Brandon, and Kinſale, — 
Waterford, and Clonmell, - 
Total Members for Cities and Towns 2— 
Ireland 


7 | Total Members for Ireland . 


RECAPITULATION. 
Members for England, - — 377 
ales, ® ha 23 
— ® 2 mn * 
4 — - 
IR ion of of E B 
Tota A gy nr 4 of the People ngland, 12 


N. B. By the Inftrument of Government appointing Oliser 


Cromwell Protector, and tixing, as above, the Repreſentation of 


Great-Britain and Ireland, it was provided that Jerſey and 
Guernſey alſo ſhould be repreſented in Parliament; but it does 
not appear that any Member was elected to ſerve for theſe Iſlands. 
By the ſame Inftrament it was appointed that the Right of 
Suffrage in Counties, and alſo in Cities and Tawns, ſhould be 
allowed to .perſons poſſeſſing 2001. although they ſhould neither 
de entitled to vote as Frecholders, nor as Freemen, &c. 
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| A'State of the Repreſentation 
England, Wales, and Scotland, on the Plan of 


of the People of 


the Aſſociation of the County of York, in the 


Year 1780, 


Counties, 
Bedfordſhire 
Berkſhire, 


Cumberland, 
Derbyſhire, 
Devonſhire, 


Hampſhire, 


Herefotdſhire, 
Hertfordſhire, 
Huntingdonſhire, 
Kent, | 
Lancaſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, 


Leiceſter ſhire, 


Middleſex, 
Norfolk, 
— 


* 


rr 


6 „0 
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Counties. Number of County Number of Member 
gone i ts coed County. 
Nottinghamſhire, [i 3 
Northamptonſhire, 2 4 
Oxfordſhire, 8 3 
Rutlandſhire, 5480 2 
— 2 4 
Somerſetſhire, 3 . 
Staffordſhire, 3 3 
Suffolk, 3 5 
— . „ 
* * 
Weſtmorland, 2 
— : 4 = 
es g 3 
Yorkſhire, North Ridieg, 8 
| 7 0 3 
| Eaſt Riding, 2 4 
Addition to Engliſh 2 Total County Mem- 
$ 8. When for England, J 460 
| WALES, 
kogleſea, x 
Brecon, T 
iganſbire [ 
Caermarthenſhire, I 2 
Caernarvonſtire, == 
Glamorganſhire, 4 2 
Merionethſhire, 1 
Montgomeryſhire, * 2 
— NN 9 
norſhire, x 
— Total County Mem-? — 
Addition to Welch Coun. 4 bers for Wales, J 16 | 
Taz METROPOLIS, 
* 
Mar ybone, * - - 2 
ancras, &c. 2 Ss hg 2 © 
eſtminſter, hd - — 2 
Southwark, bed - - » 
Addition to the Metropolis, 7 


— ——— rs — 
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SCOTLAND. 
Counties. County Malers Number of Ma 
| added, —_ TT 
| Caithneſsſhire, 1 
| Cromartyſhire, r 
| Kinroſsſbire, ' 
Buteſhire, 3 x 
. Clackmannanſhire, 1 
‚ Nairnſhire, ; L f 
Addition to fix Scotch Counties, 3 * ; 
Other Counties, - 27 
Total County Members j | io 
for Scotland, 33 
Citicr and Towns, Member: added. 
Edinburgh, 1 
Glaſgow, 2 
Aberdeen, 4 
Dundee, 1 
Addition to Scotch Cities & Town, 6 
— —__ 
RECATLT ULASTOIN, | 8 
ys M.. 
Addition to England for Counties, - 80 
To Wales Ditto, ® * - 4 
To the Metropolis, - © 7 
To Scotland for Counties, - ” 3 
For Cities and Towns, - . 6 
Total addition, Joo 


N. B. This Table, ſo far as it reſpects England and Wales, 

| was formed from the lift of Houſes chargeable to the duty on 

| Houſes and Windows in England and Wales, which was laid be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons by the Commiſſioners of Taxes, in U 
the year 1781. 
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REPRESENTATION, a. 


propofal which Mr. Pitt offered ta 
Parliament in the Year 1785, for reforms 
ing the Repreſentation of the People of Eng 
land, was the reſult of much previous agitation 
of that ſubje& in General Meetings of the 
Caunty of Vork and other conſi 

and during that popular diſcuſſion the propri- 
ety of che meaſure had appeared evident, from 
the perpicions. conſequences. of the War with 
America, which Miniſters, truſting to a cor- 
rupt Influence in Parliament, bad dared to. con- 
tinue, long after the ſenſe of the Public had 
been maſk unequivocally declared againſt it. 
It may juſily appear ſurpriſing, therefore, that 
2 propoſal, from its intrinſic importance ſo truly 
intereſting, brought forward under 1 
ſtances ſo deciſive of its . 

niſter, who is undoubtedly one the abl 

Men of his age,. and who at that moment wg 
the Idol of the Public, ſhould be heard with ſo 
little attention, and fall ſo quickly into oblivion, 
that the deſign and drift of his Propaſitions 
ſeem now to require illuſtration. The truth js 
perhaps, that the Natipn which had been ex- 


Pp 3 aſperated 
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| aſperated by the miſcondu& of former Miniſters 
_ andthepalpablecorruption of Parliament, which 
had felt itſelf degraded as a. great Poli- 
tical Power, and nearly ruined by that Civil 
War, was eager to enjoy the bleſſings of Peace, 
without much adverting to the means of future 
ſecurity. The New Miniſters were eſteemed 
friendly to the Liberty of the People, and Peace 
and Economy in the expenditure of Public 
Money were the profeſſed principles on which 
their Adminiſtration was commenced. From 
their virtue and wiſdom, it was expected by many, 
that the evil conſequences which unavoidably flow 
from the corrupt principle of our Government, : 
-. would be mitigated as much as poſlible, and the 
work of Reformation, it was therefore thought 
might well be poſtponed to ſome future ſeaſon, 
when the neceſſity for it would be more urgent. 
A conſiderable part of the Nation undoubtedly 
| heard the propoſal with -averſion ; © becauſe 
| | it aimed to deſtroy their ill-acquired and un- 
| 
| 


conſtitutional power ; and by them it would 
be willingly conſigned to oblivion as a project 
which they | hoped never to fee revived; by 
ſome it was ſlighted becauſe it came from a Mi- 
niſter whom they diſapproved ;* by others 
it was diſregarded becauſe they thought it 
Went ſufficiently extenſive; and many who ap- 

roved the general principle, on which it was 
-propoled to reform the Repreſentation ; yet for 
want of having a ſtatement of the ſeveral i 

ti 
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ticular articles of the Plan, diſtinctly laid before 
their eyes, were too indolent to examine it 
with ſufficient attention to obtain any exact 
comprehenſion of it. 

That a propoſal of ſuch great importance to 
the Peace and Liberty of the Nation, might 
neither be miſunderſtood nor thrown aſide and 
forgotten, it was much wiſhed ſoon after it had 
been rejected by Parliament, that the Miniſter 
himſelf would produce to the Public, the Heads 
of the Bill, and a particular ſtatement of the 
Improvements. intended by it. For reaſons 
which may be conceived to have much force 
at that moment, and to be perfectly conſiſtent 


with a ſincere intention to produce ſuch Papers at 


ſome future time, it is probable that the Publica- 
tion alluded to, was poſtponed by Mr. Pitt. From 
him it would have come forth with the greateſt 
propriety, and with the maſt powerful effect. 
But fince an authentic Publication, ſpecifying 


diſtinctiy the particular changes which on the 


principles of his Plan were intended, or pro- 
bably would have been effected in the Repre- 
ſentation of the People of England, ſeems 
not now to be reaſonably expected from Mr. 
Pitt, I truſt the taſk may be undertaken by ano- 
ther perſon with propriety, and poſſibly, not 


without ſome beneficial effect. It is neceſſary, 
however, that the Reader ſhould be appriſed, 


that the following ſtatement of improvements 
in our Repreſentation on the principles pra- 


poſed by Mr. Pitt, is not an authentic com- 
| Pp3 munication 


t * 1 
munication of a Paper drawn by Him, and 


publiſhed either with his conſent, or without 


t'; it is only a Statement of changes, which, 


on thoſe principles, poſſibly might have taken 


„ and that Statement has been minutely 
drawn out, and adapted to che ſuppoſed popula- 


tion of the kingdom, merely from the Editors 


recollection of thoſe principles, as generally ſtated 
in Mr. Pitt's Speech to Parliament, and in the 
printed Explanatien of them, which had been 
ſeen and approved by Mr. Pitt, and with his eon- 
ſent ſubmitted by the Editor, tothe confidera- 
tion of a Public Meeting as a faithful ſummary of 
the meaſures intended; and though the Editor 


Fill not aſſert that the diſtributions of 'Mem- 


hers to the ſeveral Counties here pointed out, 
are exactly in the ſame proportion as they would 
have been propoſed by Mr. Pitt, or that on his 
principles various other diſtributions may not 
be pointed out, which may appear better and 
more convenient; yet the ſtatement here given, 
having been made from an authentic liſt of 
Houfes * throughout the Kingdom, which was 
laid before the Heuſe of Commons, in the year 
1781, he flatters himſelf it will be found: ſufli- 

ciently accurate to anfwer the purpoſe intended; 

which was to convince the Public from a parti- 

cular view of the ptobable operations of the 
Bill in. queſtion, hat a Political Reform on thoſe 
principles would be of infinitely greater value, 
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to have thought ; and poſſibly to convince the 
moſt -ardent Reformexs, that although Juſtice 
and the more extended expectations of the 
People may now render ſome additional 
improyements expedient, reſpeting the en- 
largement of the Right of Suffrage, and the 
comprehenſion of the People of Scotland, yet 


thoſe improvements ought to be ſuch as would 


accord with the general views of the Plan ia 
queſtion, and indeed would not bedeviationsfrom 


of its principles to the actual dreumſtaneęes 
of the caſe. The particular imprqyements 
which the more expanded ideas of the People 
ſeem to require, which would be agree: 
able to the rules of jyſtice, and would accor 
well with the regulations before propoſed, will 
be annexed to the following g 
STATE of the REPRESENTATION of the 
PEOPLE, of ENGLAND, as it might have 
been improved on the principles of Mr. PITT's 
Plan, in the Year 1785, 


= © OR. 
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Counties. Number of County Number of Members 
Amber: added. to each County, 
Bedfordſhire, > 3 
Berkſhire, x 3 
Bucki * 2 
Cambridgeſhire, x 3 
Cheſhire, 1 3 
umberland, 
Derbyſhire, - 0 ; 
Devonſhire, 3 P 
Dorſetſhire, x 3 
Durham, I 3 
Pp4 Eſſex, 


that Plan, but only a more complete application 


F 
1 
* 
1 
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| Leiceſterſhire, 


- Monmouthſhire, 


[ 

þ 
15 
ib 
f 


Lincolnſhire, 
Middleſex, 


Norfolk, 
Northum 
Nottinghamſhire, 
Northam | 
Oxfordſhire, 
— * 
ire, 
Somer ſetſhire, 


mn GOOD „ener „eee ness 
nenne ese eee ee 


Eaſt — 
Total 67 147 


Members added to the Metropolis. 


Marybone, Pancras, &c. o 
Weſtminſter, 2 
Southwark, I, 


Weſt Riding, 4 
20 North Riding, 3 
Riding, 2 


| 5 
Members granted 10 four great Unrepreſented 
Towns. 


' Birmingaam, 2 
Manchefter, 2 
Sheffield, 2 
Leeds, * 

3 


Members 


CL 1 


Members 10 be choſen by Popular Election in Ten 
Cities and Towns, at preſent deprived of that 
Right by their reſpective Corporations, 


2 
2 . 
o 
2 
2 
2 
Saliſbury, 2 
Wincheſter, 2 
Dartmouth, 5 — 
Plymouth, 2 
2 
RECAPTTULATION. 
| Ilembers. 

Total addition to England for Counties, - 67 

To the Metropolis, - - - P 

To great Unrepreſented Towns, - $ 


Addition by Popular Elections in 10 Cities 
and Towns, at preſent deprived of that + 20 
privilege by their reſpeQive Corporations, 

Total addition to the popular Repreſentation, 100 


For which would be wanted the abolition of 4o Rotten Bo- 
—— &c. to avoid increaſing the number of the Houſe of 
mons. ö i 


To this great advantage, it was propoſed to add another of no 
fmall importance, by augmenting the Conſtituent Body, nearly 
with the addition of 100,000 Voters ; to be effected by imparting 
the right of voting to Copyholders, to certain Unrepreſented Free- 
holders, and alſo to decent Houſeholders in the Metropolis, in four 
great unrepreſented Towns, and in ten Cities and Towns in 
which the Right. of Election was intended to be thrown open. 
If this Plan had been accepted by Parliament, means had been 
thought of for gradually weeding out all the little Boroughs nod 
containing 400 Houſes. SEP 


State 
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STATE or ADDITIONAL PROPOSITIONS 
Suggeſted in the Year 1793. 7 


THE moſt obvious and neceſſary addition 
to Mr. Pitt's Plan is, that it ſhould he ex- 
tended to the Repreſentation oß the Peqple of 
Scotland; in ſuch a manner, as to remove that 
degrading exception by which ſix of the Coun, 
ties of Scotland are reduced to alternate Re- 
preſentation; to place Edinburgh and ſome 
other principal Cities, in reſpe& of their 
repreſentative importance on a footing of equa. 
lity with the great Towns of England; and to 
regulate Elections in Scotland by the ſame 
general rules to which they are ſubject in Eng- 
land. 

Another neceſſary addition to that Plan ſeems, 
to be, the extenſion of the Right of Suffrage 
to all decent Houſeholders throughout Great 
Britain. 

By theſe regulations the following COUN- 
TIES of SCOTLAND would receive an addi- 
tion of THREE MEMBERS; ſo that each of 
thoſe Counties would be conſtantly n 
by ONE MEMBER. 


Countiaz, County Members, Addition. Newber of Corsi 
Mee. in Scoulant, 
Caithneſsſhire, x} ; 
Cromartyſhire, e 
Kinroſsſhire, | I 
Buteſhire, x 7 3 
Clackmanaanſhire, 1 
Nairnfhire I | 
Other Counties 27 "= 
The 


1 "al 


-- 
1 
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The following CITIES and TOWNS of SCOT- 


LAND would receive an addition of SEVEN 
MEMBERS, viz. 


Teta? 
Cities and Towns. Member: added to Total addition. Num. of Mew. 
Cities & Towns. for Cities & Towns 
| | g in Scatia cd, 

Edinburgh, * 85 
Glaſgow, 2 
Aberdeen, S i 7 
Dundee, 1 
Paiſley, “ T 
Preſent number of Members) 42 

for Cities and Towns, -\ *5 — 


Total Repreſentation of Scotland, 


The Elections which at preſent are conſined 
to a few Members of a Corporation in each of 
the following Towns of England, by theſe re- 


gulations would become Popular Elections, viz. 


Addition of Conſtitutional Members 
by Popular Blections in four 
Marlborough, Y Towns of England. 
Launceſton, y 8 
P oole 5 
Thetford, 


By theſe regulations, alſo, the Body of Conſtituents in 
England. on any reaſonabledefinition of the Perſons meant 
by © decent Houſebolders” would receive an addition pro- 
bably, not ſhort of 150,000 Voters. The ſame regula- 
tions adding to the preſent Electors in Scotland, Free- 
holders and Copyholders of 30 ſhillings value, and decent 
Houſeholders would probably increaſe the Conſtituent 
Body there. by an augmentation of nearly 100.000' Voters. 
The total augmentation of the Elective. Body by 'theſe 
regulations throughout Great-Britaia, would be nearly 
259,000 Additional Voters. | 


* It might not be improper, perhaps, to annex to Paiſley ſome of 
the ſmall Unrepreſented Eurghs in its neighbourhood, to take a part 
in Election, for Repreſentatives of that Town. The ſmall hare of 
the Repreſentation at preſent enjoyed. by Glaſgow, Aberdeen and 
Dundee, would devolve upon the other Burghs with which they are 
conneQed and igcrealetheir dre, 

JOINT 
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JOINT RECAPITULATION. 


By Mr. PITT's PLAN enlarged in the manner 
here ſtated. 


/ 


The Conſtituent Body throughout Eng- 


land, by imparting the Right of Voting 
to Copy holdera, to certain unrepreſented 
Freeholders, and to decent Houſeholders 
in the diſtrict of Marybone, in four great 
unrepreſented Towns, and in ten Cities 
and Towns in which the Right of Voting 
would be thrown open would-be increaſed 


by the addition of — > J 


The Conftituent Body throughout 
Great-Britain, by imparting the Right 
of Voting to thoſe decent Houſeholders 
and other Perſons to whom Mr. Pitt's Plan 
originally did not * to extend it, 
would be increaſed by the addition of 

The total addition to the Conſtituent 

Body of Great · Britain would be 


The Repreſentation of the Counties of 
England would be increaſed to 

That of Wales would remain - 

That of Scotland would be increaſed to 


Total County Repreſentation of Great- } 


Britain would be - | 


The Repreſentation of the Cities and 
Towns of England would be diminiſhed | 
by the abolition of forty of the moſt ob- 
noxious Boroughs by volun ſurren- 
der ; but that of the Towns in Wales 
would remain the ſame; and the right 
of being repreſented by eight Members 
would be granted to four Unrepreſented + 
Towns; and the right of being repre- 
ſented by five Members would be grant- 
ed to certain Diſtricts of the Metropolis 
of England : the Repreſentation of the 
Cities and Towns of England and Wales 
would therefore be f 
That of the Cities and Towns of Scot- | 

land would be increaſed to - ; 
The total Repreſentation of the Cities 
and Towas of Great-Britain would be 


LAM i. IMAM nd 


9 


Peters 


100,008 - 


250,008 


350,000 
| County Members, 


354 


376 


2 E r ⅛ bl 8 
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ties, Cities, and Towns of Great- 
Britain, by adding ten Members to 
Scotland would be 


The total Repreſentation of the Coun- TI 
355 

Or, if diminiſhing the relative proportion 
of the Engliſh Repreſentation to that of Scot- 
land, ſhould be thought leſs objectionable than 
adding to the preſent number of the Houſe of 
Commons, the inconvenience might be avoided 
by the farther abolition of five obnoxious Bo- 
roughs, by voluntary ſurrender, to be obtained 
by purchaſe, as was propoſed by Mr. Pitt.- 

To ſecure the execution of this enlarged 
Plan, it is propoſed that the regulation for 
granting ten Members to the Diſtrict of Mary- 
bone and Pancras, to Birmingham, Mancheſter, 
Sheffield and Leeds, and alſo three to the fix 
Counties of Scotland which are under alternate 
Repreſentation, and,ſeven to Edinburgh, Glaſ- 
gow, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Paiſley, ſhould 
take place at the next General Election: and 
that a liſt of all the Counties of England, 
reckoning each of the Ridings of Yorkſhire as 
a County, ſhould be formed by lot, and when 
any Borough ſhould have ſurrendered its Fran- 
chiſe in the manner already ſtated, the ſhare of 
Repreſentation ſo ſurrendered ſhould be trans- 
ferred to the County or Riding, the name of 
which may ſtand ſirſt upon the liſt ſo formed 
and ſo to the next upon the liſt progreſſively - 

till 
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till the whole transfers deſigned for the Coun. 
ties may have been made. The City of Weſt. 
minſter and the Borough of Southwark, might 
either be claſſed in this lift in che ſame manner 
as the Counties, or might be placed at the end of 
it, as the laſt Diſtrictsto which theintended Trans- 
fer ſhould be made: and ſtill more to promote 
the ſpeedy execution of this Plan, it ſeems expedi - 
ent that 100, ooo. be added to the ſum of one mil · 
Ron, propoſed tobe ſet apart for the purchafeof ab- 
noxious Boroughs, in order, that out of the faid 
ioo, oool. ten ſums of ten thouſand pounds each 
may be added to ten ſums of twenty thouſand 
pounds each, as was originally propoſed for the ſuid 
purchaſe; and the united fums, with their ac- 
cumulations of intereſt, reſpectively may be 
paid to'the firſt ten Boroughs which ſhall ſur- 
Fender their obnoxious Franchiſes. In pur. 
fuance of theſe ideas, it is to be underſtood, 
that no Transfer of the privilege of Repreſen- 
tation would be wanted, on account of the ten 
Members propoſed to be added to the Counties, 
Cities, and Towns of Scotland ; that from the 
five Boroughs which ſhould firſt have ſurren · 
dered that privilege, a transfer of their ſhare 
in the Repreſentation would be eſteemed to 
have been made in advance, to the unrepre- 
ſented diſtrict of Marybone, &c. and to the 
great Unrepreſented Towns of Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, Sheffield, and Leeds; and that the 
ſhares in the Repreſentation of thirty-five Bo- 
| roughs 
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troughs to be disfranchiſed as afore: 
ſaid, would be diteQed by Parliament to be 
transferred to the ſeveral Counties or Ridings 
of England, to the City of Weſtminſter, and to 
the Borough of Southwark, in the order in 
which their names might ſtand in à liſt formed 
in the manner preſcribed, till the whole trans- 
fers intended had been completely made: and 
it would be neceflary that certain Perſons, being 
partly Members of the Houſe of Commons, and 
partly private individuals, ſhould be appointed 
with, authority to act in; this caſe, as Com- 
miſſioners or Truſtees for the Public; that the 
ſums: of money wanted for the ſeyeral pur- 
chaſes which have been - propoſed, with the 
growing intereſt of the fame, ſhould be veſted 
in them, and that they ſhould have full power 
to treat with all Perſons intereſted in any Bo- 
rough or Boroughs not containing 400 houſes, 

and alſo with the Corporations of the ſeveral 
Cities and Towns in England and Scotland, 
whole preſent monopoly of the Right of Re- 
preſentation is propoſed to be aboliſhed by con- 
ſent, to agree with them, of the majority of 
them, upon terms for the purchaſe of the ſar- 
render of their privilege of Repreſentation, and 
finally to complete the faid purchaſe : the com- 
pletion-of which purchaſe the Commiſſioners 
aforeſaid ſhould be required within a certain 
ſhott time to be limited by Parliament, to no- 


[ 662 1 


tity to the Houſe of Commans ; ; under whoſe 


direction the Speaker of the Houſe ſhould be 


required to give notice of the ſame in the Ga- 
zette, and alſo to name the County, City or 
Town, to which the then purchaſed ſhare of 
Repreſentation was to be transferred, to 
which notice and nomination the returning 
officer of the County, City, or Town ſo intitled 
to à ſhare of the Repreſentation which had been 


purchaſed, ſhould be bound to pay due attention, 


and to proceed to Election in ſuch manner as 
the Law might in this caſe direct. By theſe 
proviſions, this enlarged Plan of improvements 


would be carried into immediate effect, reſpect- 


ing thoſe great Unrepreſerited Towns and 
Diſtricts of the Metropolis, whoſe total priva- 
tion of the fundamental right of er eee 
muſt be conſidered as the moſt oppreflive griev 

ance; and alſo reſpecting thoſe ſix Counties of 


Scotland which are ſubject to alternate Re- 
preſentation, and thoſe great Cities and Towns 


of Scotland, whoſe ſhare of Repreſentation re- 
ſpectively is but an unit or the fraction of an 
unit, not enjoyed by the inhabitants at large, 
but monopolized by a few Corporators, who 
bear an almoſt imperceptible proportion to the 
reſt. - By the ſame means alſo, the Plan would 
be carried into ſpeedy, if not immediate effect, 
reſpecting the abolition of the firſt five ob- 
noxious Boroughs, whoſe Right of Repreſen- 
tation 
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tation would be transferred to five unrepre- 
ſented Places, and alſo, reſpecting the abolition 
of five other obnoxious — whoſe Right 
of Repreſentation would be transferred to 
ſeveral of the Counties of England. And 
when the Plan had been thus far carried 
into execution, by the ſaid addition of Mem- 
bers to the above-mentioned Counties, Ci- 
ties, and Towns of Scotland, and by the 
transfer of the Right of Repreſentation from 
ten obnoxious Boroughs, to the diſtrict 
of Marybone, the four great Unrepreſented 
Towns of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, 
and Leeds, and an adequate number of Eng- 
liſh Counties, the complete and ſpeedy accom- 


pliſhment of the whole Plan, wal! bs indif- 
putably * 


STATE or MONEY 
Wanted for the PURCHASES propoſed. 


3 


— the ſurrender of their Right of 
a. neg Kong 40 Boroughs of England, 
and the ſurrender of their — md 1 of 
that Right from ten C 


| | — it was propoſed by Me Fin 1 et par th 


1,000,000 


For purchaſing the ſurrender of that injurious * 
L England, _ 15 more now to {et Bodies — 2 
nglan 1 — t now to 
4415 - proper apart 


Vor, II. Qq 9 
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For the ſurrender of that inju- 


rious monopoly from the Corporations of Edin- | 
burgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, and the 140,000 
Scotland . 


' other Parliamentary Burghs of 2 
For ſecuring the execution of the Plan | 
io the manner 4 | 1 ; $00,008 


44 — 62 PRTEY; | [ x, 300,000 


Bot if dee more Eoglih Boroughs hould be | 
aboliſhed in the ſame way, viz. by purchaſe, to 
ent an increaſe in the number of the Houſe of | "—_ 
mons,the whole ſum wanted in that caſe for > 1,400,000 


the fulleſt execution of this great ſyſtematical im- 
vrovement of eur Nations? Rearelintation, 6 alt * 
N. B. But this is not to be confidered as the meaſure recom · 


mended, becauſe by increafing difficulties in the execution, it 


When this ſyſtem had been fully carried into 
| execution, a ſum not exceeding 100, oool. would 
E be ſufficient to be ſet apart gradually to weed 
| out the remaining ſmall and obnoxious Bo- 
| roughs, by obtaining a voluntary ſurrender 
| | of their injurious Franchiſes, in the mode which 
| has been before ſtated ;. in order that their ſhare 
| of the Repreſentation might be transferred from 

Boroughs which were depopulated to ſuch 
great Unrepreſented Towns, as might have 
ariſen in the kingdom. | | 
Buy theſe ſafe and peaceful means, the Repre- 
ſentation of the People, having received this 
great ſyſtematical improvement, would ap- 


proach as nearly to theoretical perfection, 5 


— — 


= a Oi. 4x. ate another ao 


* 
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the actual circumſtances ſeem to allow, and thus 
might be prevented the relapſe of the Conſti- 
tution into that degraded ftate in which it now 
is; and from which the affailant of the po- 

pular part of it almoſt appears to derive ſome 
Mauſible pretext for his inſulting denial,* that 
the Houſe of Commons ever was, or ought to 
be confidered as a Repreſentation of the Cofn- 
mons: And conſiſtently with this doctrine, the 
conſequence which unavoidably flows from the 
loſs or diminution of our Repreſentative Rights, 
viz. a Senate NOT SPEAKING THE WILL 
OF THE PEOPLE, or in other words, a Go- 
vernment NOT-BY CONSENT, is commended 
by this Deſerter from the Cauſe of Liberty, as 
a fit Government for the Britiſh Nation ; and 
the wealth to which the Nation has attained is 
abſurdly imputed to the abuſes and uſurpations 
complained: of, inſtead of being aſcribed, as it 
ought to have been, to that degree of rational 
Liberty, which is Kill enjoyed under our impair- 
ed Conſtitution, and to the induſtry and patience 
of a well-deſerving People, whom thoſe abuſes 
and uſurpations have hitherto, neither diſcou · 
raged, nor provoked beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration. Never did the ears of our Anceſtors 
tingle at hearing doctrines maintained more 
directly deſtructive of their moſt valuable 


gee the zd Edition of Mr. Young's pamphlet, The Example 
8 of France a Warning to Britain,” 


Qqz Rights 
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Rights. That ſuch doctrines have been avowed 
in the face of the Public, were alone an alarm. 
ing indication of the temper and diſpoſition of 
the times. But when publications con 
poſitions thus hoſtile to the Conſtitution, have 
been approved by numerous Aſſociations, and 
circulated under the recommendation of the 
firſt legal Officers of the Crown, the time is 
ſurely come, when the Friends of the Conſti- 
tution in all its parts, ſhould add to their mo- 
deration activity and zeal to defend it, and 
ſhould unite by every warrantable mean ' at 
once to ſupport our limited Monarchy againſt 
its Republican Foes, and to maintain and ſe- 
cure that fundamental Right of Election, which 
is the Corner - Stone of our Political Edifice. 

The effect of ſuch a Reform of the Repre- 
ſentation as has been here recommended would 
be powerful indeed; it cannot however be 
thought ſufficiently efficacious if unaccompa- 
nied with other ſubſidiary meaſures, to reſtore 
our legiſlature to the purity of its ancient State. 

The farther- meaſures + which the Popular 
Meetings in 1700 deemed necellzey for the com- 
pletion of this purpoſe are, 

The reduQtion of the enormous Influence of 
the Crown: © 

The - repeal of the Septennial Bill; 

And Regulations forpreventing i inconvenience 
and delay, tumult and expence at Elections. 

Without 


K 


* 
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Without theſe ſubſidiary meaſures, the Mem- 
bers returned to Parliament might be Men 
of reſpectable character as private Indivi- 
duals; they might be choſen by truly re- 
ſpectable communities; not one depopulated or 
dependent Borough might remain intitled to 


elect Repreſentatives, and yet, Parliament 


might be found utterly unable to perform its 
Conſtitutional Office to controul the Executive 
Power, and protect the rights and property of 
For till Regiſters * of Voters have been eſta- 
bliſhed, and places of polling in ſmall diſtricts, 
in hundreds, or in pariſhes have been appointed, 
the exerciſe of the Right of Suffrage will con- 
tinue too troubleſome. to the Voter, too ex- 
penſive to the Candidate. In, the counties, 
therefore, Elections will ſeldom be conteſted; 
compromiſe will uſually ſuperſede the choice of 
the People ; and thus, under the enormous ex- 
pences permitted by the Law, even theſe ſound 
parts of the Repreſentation, though reinforced 
*A Bill for keeping an accurate Regiſter of Voters in the Counties, 
drawn ſome years ago by Earl Stanbope, by his ſtrenuous etertions, 
and thoſe of other virtuous Friends of Liberty, was carried through 
the two Houſes of Parliament and paſſed into a Law. But in the 
very next Seſſion, before the effect of it could be tried, this ſalutary 
act on flight pretences, was repealed, It was afterwards propoſed to 


form a Regiſter of Voters on the ſame principle as. that, on which a 
liſt of Jurors at preſent is formed, but without ſucceſs. 


+ The Freeholders of Yorkſhire have not been polled for near 60 
years, When Sir George Savile canvaſſed them in 2) 80, he found 
ſeveral, who never having been called to exerciſe their Elective 
Franchiſe, did not know they had a right to vote for more than one 


| . | Qq3 | by 
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by additional Members, will remain in a great 
meaſure diſabled to perform their Conſtitutional 


Functions. Till theſe and other Regulations 
of a ſimilar tendency have eſtabliſhed, 
inconvenience and delay, diſorder and tumult, 
will. alſo continue to interrupt and diſgrace the 
Poll. And till Laws wiſely ſevere have re- 
ſtored integrity to our Elections, Candidates 
will be tempted to ſecure ſucceſs by arts un- 
known in the purer ages of the Conſtitution, and 
not to be checked by Statutes, the ſanctions of 
which are too feeble to deter offenders, and un- 
wiſely pointed leſs againſt the Candidates, therich 
criminals who offer the bribe, than againſt the 
poor Voters by whom it may be accepted; but it is 
muchtobefeared, that whenfraudandcorruption 
have opened toſuch Candidatesthedoor of Parlia- 
ment, they may enter with them, and there con- 
taminate their whole Political Conduct. Other 
Members may have ſcorned to ſtoop to the arts 
alluded to; and may have engaged in the Parlia. 
mentary Duty from motives of public ſpirit ; 
and a laudable ambition to ſerve their Country; 
but while the habits of corruption are yet 
unchecked, candour cannot ſuppoſe ſuch men 
to form a majority of the ſenate, nor would 
prudence wiſh to expoſe their virtue to the 
long trial of a Septennial Parliament, to the 
varied arts of Miniſters, and their multitudi- 

nous means gf ſeduction. | 
To redifte this immenſe fund of corruption 
within narrower bounds, much was well 1 * 
| « n 
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in the ſhort Adminiſtration of Lord Rocking- 
ham, and the firſt years of the preſent Miniſters 
official power were honourably marked by mea-. 
ſures of the ſame laudable tendency. But much 
alſo was then left undone ;z fince that time new 
taxes have unavoidably increaſed the means of 
influence, and in the courſe of a long admi- 
niſtration many freſh abuſes with great proba- 
bility may be ſuppoſed to have ariſen. Ad 

For a virtuous oppoſition to the evil principle 
of our Government cannot be laſting, or finally 
ſucceſsful when ſupported merely by the force 
of popular opinion alone,” without a radical 
reform of thoſe abuſes which reſpect the frame 
of Parliament itſelf. In the preſent State of our 
Government, the moſt upright Miniſter at his 
entrance into office, will have the mortification 
to find he cannot E ples of 
his own integrity; ſt ſwerve from them 
or reſign his power; but power will be retained; 
the beſt official regulations will therefore be 
evaded ; new means of influence- will be ob- 

tained and employed; the completion of his 

Adminiſtration will be gradually affected by the 
| prevailing colour of the ſyſtem with which he 
is connected; and at laſt, his conduct and cha- 
racter will de thoroughly tinged with a fallow 
and diſtempered hue, the ſymptom of that 
putridity which has ſo often rendered his pre- 
deceſſors the objects of diſguſt. But when that 
radical Reform has been accompliſhed, œcono- 
mical regulations will be found to co-operate 
with powerful ellect. Official Reforms will 


. 2 
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then tend ſtill more to purify our 


and to preſerve a fairly elected Senate from che 


baneful influence of corruption. 
A ſhorter duration of Parliament alſo will then 


have the happieſt conſequences; the Repeal of 


the Septennial Bill, will then with the greateſt 


advantage to the Public complete the ſyſtem of 


Political Renovation, and ſecure to the People 
the juſt and rational exerciſe of their Parlia- 
_ mentary Controul. At preſent they look back 
with envy and regret to thoſe Primitive ages 
of the Conſtitution, when nominal and frau- 
dulent. votes were unknown, when their fore- 
_ fathers were unpolluted by the baſe arts of 
modern Elections; when the fountain of legiſla- 
tion was pure from the taint of corruption, and 


Parliaments, were venerated and beloved, as 


the firm and incorruptible Guardians of the 
People. By reverting to the genuine prin- 


ciples of the Conſtitution, and making this 
temperate application of them to the exigencies 


of theſe times, the ſeeds of diſcontent, and diſ- 


affection may be ſtifled, the growth of a Re- 


publican party may be ſtopt, and if not delayed 


too long, the Melioration of the Conſtitution, 


in this moderate and peaceful way, may happily 
be found to be the conſummation of the po- 
pulr wiſh. 

Againſt the Plan of Mr. Fitt thus enlarged it 
may be foreſeen that various objections will be 


- urged; ſome of which will undoubtedly de- 


ſerve ſerious conſideration. But ſhould the 


penſioned Advocate of the n ſyſtem of 


abuſcs 


Eg 2 ww 
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abuſes. contend, that the diſcontents of the 
People are groundleſs and unreafonable, that a 
Parliament over which they have little regular 
influence, which has been named chiefly by 
the Crown and the Ariſtocracy, is beſt calcula. 
ted to obtain the great purpoſe of the Conſtitu - 
tion, via. the Happineſs: of the People; and 
therefore, that no Reformation is neceſſary or 
ought to be conceded; the Reader's patience _ 
ſhall not be wearied here by an attempt to re- 
fute palpable abſurdities. Or ſhould the more 
cautious Foe to Liberty admit that Reforma- 
tion is expedient, yet inſiſt on the inexpediency 
of the time, the fallacy of that poor evaſion, 
that frivolous but everlaſting excuſe, is too 
apparent to require detection. Or ſhould 
the uncandid Adverſary ſhift his ground, and 
change the direction of his attack from the 
plan propoſed to the Perſon who propoſed it, 
ſhould he charge the Author of this Paper 
with the mean deſign to diſparage Mr. Pitt and 
his Plan, or the malignant purpoſe to irritate 
popular diſcontent, and to excite commotion 
by ſuggeſting more extenſive -propoſitions of 
Reform, than thoſe he formerly recommended; 
little previous remark ſurely can be neceſſary 
to obviate the impreſſion of thoſe expected illi- 
beralities.“ The Plan of Mr. Pitt, hate cg | 


*The extreme injuſtice of Satire ſometimes defeats the malevolent 
purpoſe of it ; and the moſt. atrocious is not always the moſt 
miſchievous calumniator. The coarſely-coloured picture which(in 
the 3d edition of Mr. Young's late pamphlet, r 
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Wüsten rats, will certainly be found to 
fall far ſhort of perfection; it did not even aim 
to remove ſome of the groſlgſt abuſes which 
difgrace the Britiſh Repreſentation ; but it was 
a wiſe propoſal and well adapted to the State 
of Public Opinion in 1785 ; the guarded: mo- 
deration of it evinced his ſincerity at that time; 
and if more extenſive changes had been propo- 
fed, they would have been unauthorized by 
the previouſly declared wiſh of any confiderable 
portion of the community. But ſince that 
time, the denial of redreſs, and a long pro- 
trated diſcuſſion have produced their uſual 
effects; upon the ſubje& of Conſtitutional 
| Rights, the ideas of the Public have been ex- 
*panded, and a more extenſive redreſs is ſought 
in many parts of England, and throughout 
Scotland, than Mr. Pitt's original Plan propoſed 


of France a Warning to Britala) has been held out to the Public, 
as the Portrait of the Author of this Paper, he is ſatisfied, bears 
no juſt reſemblance to his real character; be hears the moſt cri- 
minal intentions there imputed to him, and his Political Princi. 
ples in his Accuſer's judgment, identified with thoſe of the wildet 
Incendiary of France, viz. MARAT,and be hears it with unaltered 
ſerenity of mind; becauſe his conſcience tells him ir is nr TRUE. 
He fears not the effect bf what has been ſo vebemently urged 
againſt him in the Pamphlet in queſtion, whether in the ſhape of 
incoherent reaſoning, of mutilated quotation, or epithets of virus 
lent abuſe. * His correſpondence, and his other Political Papers 
will ſoon be laid before the Public, and will prefent a view of his 
conduct during ſeveral years in promoting a Reformation of Par- 
liament, and hence on ſurer grounds, than the fierce invectives 
of his antagoniſt, the queſtion may receive a clear decifion, whe- 
ther he has not ated uniformly as became a good Citizen, 4a 
Friend to the Peace, and to the Liberty of his Country. 


to 
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to have given, The diſcontent of the People 
under their Conſtitutional Grievances, is the 
reſult of their enlarged knowledge -of their 


Rights, and of the uſurpations of Miniſters 


and Peers; much has been well written, much 
has been eloquently ſpoken to demonſtrate the 
injuries the Conſtitution has ſuffered ; the fatal 
conſequences which experience proves to flow 
from that ſource, and the neceſſity for ſome 
better ſecurity for the Liberty of the People, 
have been inſiſted on with equal energy by the 
wiſeſt Miniſters and the moſt unblemiſhed Pa- 
triots.—It is needleſs to inquire therefore, whe- 
ther the diſcontent of the People be owing 
more to the Parliamentary Speeches of a Pitt 
and a Savile, or to the Political Writings of a 
Burgh and a Price; to the late Revolution in 


America; or to the more recent Revolution in 


France. It is evident, that diſcontent exiſts, 


and that it will be our true wiſdom to allay 


that diſcontent by timely accommodation. 

The original Plan of Mr. Pitt was excellently 
contrived to effect a temperate Reform in the 
moſt amicable manner, with the conſent even 
of the Boroughs whoſe abolition was required; 
and in it alſo Principles reſpecting the Right 


of Suffrage were laid down, the extenſion 


of which, from a few diſtricts to the kingdom 


at large, might well content the People, 


even in this more advanced ſtate of their 


ideas and 93 ; provided * were 
done 
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done to our Northern Brethren, by extending 
an equitable relief to Scotland.“ It is neither 
- wiſhed therefore to depreciate Mr. Pitt's Plan, 


nor in any material inſtance to deviate from it ; 


additions to it are propoſed with a view more 
effectually to recommend the prudent and con- 
ciliatory principles of that Plan, to ſuperſede 
all hazardous propoſitions of Reform, and to 


induce the generality of the People, to acquieſce- 


in a Syſtem thus enlarged; which is neither 
violent in its mode of operation, nor extreme 


in any of its principles, which would obtain the 
neceſſary disfranchiſements by conſent, which 
would extend the Right of Suffrage to Men 


of ſome competent perſonal eſtate, whoſe ſhare 
in the Repreſentation would give freſh ſecu- 
rity to property; and which would finally re · 
move all the great evils complained of in the 
State of our W in England and 
in Scotland. _ 

But any alteration in en eien of Repre- 
ſentatives eſtabliſhedbythe Act of Unionbetween 
England and Scotland, it may be thought would 
be a breach of that Union : and certainly this 
objection if well founded, would: be an rm 
perable difficulty. But what expounder of laws 
or of treaties will maintain, that a change be- 
neficial to each of the contracting parties, and 


deſired by both would be an infringement of 


the contract? The population of Scotland 


equals at leaſt a fourth part of . 
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of England, their Repreſentation falls below: 
— ͤ—— — 
ore, collectively taken, is i 
repreſented in the Britiſh Parliament; and the 
counties and populous cities in queſtion, have 
ſtill greater reaſon to complain of their very 
imperfect ſhare of Conſtitutional Importance. 
The addition of ten Members to theſe counties 
and cities would be a benefit to them, and to 
Scotland in general, too evident to be inſiſted 
on. And whenever the People of England and 
their Repreſentatives ſhall deem it a benefit 
to-England to reſtore equitable Repreſentation 
in that larger part of the Kingdom, they will 
undoubtedly deem it advantageous even to 
themſelves, that abuſes ſhould not be ſuffered 
to remain in Scotland, to nouriſh diſcontent 
there, and to diſgrace the work of Reforma- 
tion here. At the time when the Act of Union 
was completed, to the laſting advantage of both 
Countries, the inadequacy of the portion of 
Repreſentation allowed to Scotland was leſs, 
than it now is; the ſubſequent increaſe of po- 
pulation has rendered the grievance greater, it 


is now much more ſenſibly felt, and much more 


generally complained of, than it was at the 
time of the Union. It might be difficult then 
to avoid thoſe diſgraceful defects of counties 
alternately unrepreſented, and great cities en- 
joying but the fraction of a vote, for the nomina- 
tion of a ſingle Member; but whenEngland ſhall 
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undertake a great ſyſtematical icaprovemect of 
her own . Repreſentation, her conduct will be 
neither generous nor prudent, if ſhe leave fout 


abuſes in that of Scotland, as nuiſances to taint 


the purity of the whole. 

. The ſcoming Lover of Democracy, but in 
truth, under that appearance, the real Friend 
of Ariſtocracy with all its uſurpations, may ob- 
ject to this enlarged Plan, as he before 

to the narrower Plan of Mr. Pitt, that it is too 


favourable to Ariſtocratical Power. Even when 


applyed to that narrower Plan, the objection is 
hardly reconcileable with fincerity on the one 
hand, or with common ſenſe on the other, 

_ For what Man of common ſenſe and experience, 
| who is not warped by partiality from truth and 
candour, will aſſert, that the abolition of de- 
pendent boroughs would be no diminution of 
Ariſtocratical Power; or that the right of 
Election thrown open to the ſubſtantial houſe- 
holders in towns now ſubject to the monopoly 
of a corporation, would be no advantage to the 
People; or that the County Repreſentation is 


- Not more. free than that of the boroughs from 
the undue influence of the Peerage ? The plan 


in queſtion, without touching the juſt confti- 
tutional Power of the Crown and the'Peers, 
would have corrected many of thoſe abuſes from 
which the new and dangerous influence of both 

o See the Pampblet of Mr. A. Dalrymple, entitled . Par 


mentary Reform, as it iy called, improper in the preſent State of 
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it diſtinctly, they united to oppoſe the propa 
tion, and by their union it was defeated. 
the objection, applyed to the more — 
„ would be {till more manifeſtly futile and 
abſurd. For let it be ſuppoſed that the various 
changes and regulations here propoſed had been 
cltabliſhed; and that a Parliament had been 
choſen under the influence of thoſe principles; 
and then let the Objector compare a Parliament 


ſo choſen with the Parliaments we have ſeen. 


It will be impoſſible that he ſhould not perceive, 
that inſtead of an aflembly dependent on the 
Government, ind a few Noble Families, we 
ſhould have a fair Houſe of Commons, the 
great majority of whom had been elected by 
the decent houſeholders, and perſons of landed 
property in the counties and great towns of the 
Kingdom, ſuch Members would feel their re- 
ſponſibility to their Conſtituents; and they 
would act with a due regard to their ſenti- 
ments and intereſt in preference to their on 
private emolument; conſcious that the truſt re- 


. poſed in them would foon revert to Men, whoſe 


confidence muſt be preſerved or their delegation. 
loſt. And by theſe means operating through- 
out our improved ſyſtem of Repreſentation, 
private emolument and local intereſts would 
be overcome by the general intereſt of the 
Public, which is but the aggregate of the 


perſonal intereſts of the majority, in the dif- 


ferent 9 of the community. | 
This 


A \ 


were an attempt big with danger, and impoſſi- 


W 


* This objection, therefore, in the ſenſe in 


which it has been combated, appears to be weak 


and ridiculous, But in fact it may have been 


the Objector's meaning only, if his meaning be 
collected from the ſingle paſſage in queſtion, 
that Mr. Pitt's Plan in 1785, would not have 
reſtored the Rights of the People ſo fully as 
they ought to be reſtored, and he may now 
admit, that in the preſent ſtate of the public 
opinion a more extenfive, but equally fafe 
plan for the reſtoration of popular rights 
ought to be propoſed. If theſe can be the 


ſentiments of the Objector alluded to, he is 


agreed with the Author of this Piece, and the 


improvements here connected with Mr. Pitt's 


plan, may poſſibly meet his approbation. 
There is yet another ſenſe in which his ob- 
jection may be underſtood, or an opinion to 
which it may afford ſome countenance, though 
not intended or perhaps perceived by the Ob- 
jector himſelf; and it is too dangerous not to 
require ſome notice and brief refutation: viz. 


that in the event of a Reformation of Parlia- 


ment, the Public ought to expect every ſort 
and degree of Ariſtocratical Power to be beat 
down and entirely demoliſhed. To deſtroy 
the uſurped Power of Miniſters and Nobles 


in the Boroughs, &c. is a juſt and a Conſti- 
tutional, a ſafe and a practicable meafure. But 


wholly to deſtroy the power of Men of great 
landed eſtates, or of great mercantile opulence 


ble 


1 
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ble to be effected without flagrant injuſtice, and 
the ruin of the Conſtitution. - Opulence ever 
muſt confer influence, and even command in a 
certain degree; all that can be juſtly or ſafely 
done for the reduction of ariſtocratical influ- 
ence muſt ſtill be ſuppoſed to have left what 
may be called THE NATURAL WEIGHT 
OF PROPERTY. | 

In the courſe of the laſt due the arifto- 
cracy have gained a great acceſſion of artificial 
power, by their various fraudulent encroach- 
ments and uſurpations in the Boroughs; while 
in the ſame period the Democracy of Great- 
Britain has acquired much additional weight 
of property, and from the great diffuſion of 
knowledge alſo is juſtly intitled to an augmen- 
tation of Political Importance. From theſe 
circumſtances and from the progreſſive increaſe 
of Taxes, and the growing neceſſities of the 
State, it is eaſy to foreſee that the People will 
not long endure the groſs uſurpations ſo juſtly 
complained. of. If all redreſs were perſever- 
ingly refuſed by the Great, this were a con- 
duct calculated to provoke Commotion with a 
train of terrible calamities. If nothing ſhort 
of perſonal Repreſentation would content the 
People, this were to provoke a refuſal, and to 
loſe the ſubſtance. of Liberty in purſuit of the 
ſhadow of theoretical perfection; and even 


that ſhadow would be found to clude the gtaſp: 


Ariſtocratical ſuperiority would ſtill remain at- 
tached to ſuperior opulence ; it could only be 
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deſtroyed by means abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
juſtice and the Rights of Property. Society 
was formed to protect Men in the enjoyment of 
their perſonal Rights; Society was alſo formed 
to protect Men in the enjoyment of their pro- 

perty. Eacli of theſe diſtinct and important 
ends of Government ought to be duly attended 
to; for want of that attention, ſometimes the 
Right of Property has been unjuſtly invaded, 
on pretences more or leſs ſpecious, for an Agra- 
rian Law, and an equal diſtribution of property, 
but much more frequently have the perſonal 
liberties of mankind been deſtroyed, from their 
exceſſive ſolicitude for the preſervation of pro- 
. perty, and their indifference, or infufficient 
care for their perſonal rights. Simplicity of 
manners, a nearly equal diviſion of property, 
the non-exiſtence of a great and profligate 
Capital, and other favourable circumſtances, 
| many of which appear to be combined in the 
| ſituation of America, may render it not ex- 
| tremely difficult to form a Government per- 
fectly agreeable to the principles of Liberty, 
and yet perfectly friendly to the Rights of 
Property. If this has not been done by 
the American People, their reaſons for ſtopping 
ſhort of ſpeculative perfection, it may be 
juſtly preſumed, were prudent and practically 
right. At leaſt it may be ſafely aſſerted, that 
to attempt to form a Government on 2 perfect 


theory, where almoſt all the exiſting circum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances are hoſtile to the attempt, were the ex- 
treme of miſchievous folly. To force circum- 
ſtances to bend to theory, has been the fatal 
reſolution of the' French People. And before 
their new Republic can be eſtabliſhed on any 
ſtable foundation, great muſt be the calamities 
endured in France, and violent muſt be the 
change in the diſtribution of their property, 
and the conſequent change of National Manners. 
For their ſakes, and for the fake of the Gene- 
ral Liberty of Mankind, their deſperate raſhneſs is 
deeply to be lamented ; and ſurely the interfer. 
ence of neighbouring powers, oſtenſibly to re- 
ſtore order and tranquillity among them, inten- 
tionally to reſtore their ancient deſpotiſm, and 
to diſmember France, is not leſs deeply to be 
execrated: they have exaſperated Men, cruel 
before. to tenfold cruelty; they are ſharers in 
the guilt of thoſe Men, and a great part of the 
crimes and miſeries of the French Nation may 
juſtly be charged to their hoſtile confederacy.* 
Far be it from the Britiſh People to follow 
this fatal example; far be it from them to ha- 
zard the miſeries of a great Revolution in pur- 
ſuit of that Republican Equality, to which their 
unequally divided property, their licentious 
populace, their luxurious capital, their widely 
extended empire, are all circumſtances moſt 
decidedly unſuitable. The attempt in the laſt 
century to eſtabliſh a Republic in this Coun. 


Vi. The Treaty of Pilnitz. 
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try, after having been the cauſe of much 
bloodſhed. and many miſeries, was finally 
unſucceſsful: and ſhould the ſimilar KK... 
jn France prove-more ſucceſsful, their Repub. 
lican Equality will be dearly purchaſed indeed, 
On the one hand, therefore, prudence ponder- 
ing the defeat of that enterprize in England, 
and the miſeries of the ſecond Revolution of 
France diſſuades us from the adoption of Repub- 
lican Principles; on the other hand, honour, 
public ſpirit, and a ſenſe of national f injury, 
forbid us to crouch in abject acquieſcence under 
the recent uſurpations of the Great. The mid- 
dle courſe of temperate Reformation, i is that 
which beneyolence and a juſt patriotic zeal will 
moſt approve, as the means to avoid hazard 
from the grawth of Reyolutionary Principles, 
and to carry the. freedom and happineſs of the 
community 'to the higheſt pitch, which in the 
preſent circumſtances ſeems to be attainable. 
That they who poſſeſs the power may alſo have 
the wiſdom to redreſs the grievances complained 
of, on moderate principles, and in a ſeaſonable 
time, is greatly to be wiſhed, and ſurely not al- 
together to be deſpaired. For it muſt be appa- 
rent to them, that the diſcontents of the People 
have been recently increaſed in a great degree, 
and it muſt be felt, that Parliament has loſt the 
ancient confidence of the Nation ; which mult 
be regained by proper Reform, or there can be 


no lafety for Government, —For every State is 
Huaable 
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liable to the calamitous viciflitudes of Tortunic ; 
and hence are uſually Excited popular diſcontent, 
commotion, and revolution; but that Govern- 
ment is more peculiarly expoſed to danger from 
ſtormy commotions of the People, on any ca- 
lamitous event, which reſts the foundation of 
its power, not on the baſis of an equitable Con- 
ſtitution, and the unbought affection of the 


People, but on force, or fraud, on the dexte- 


rous application of the means of influence, and 
the ſkilful management of à venal or faQtious 


Senate, In 4 Country ſo governed, it is not 


the I ng popunnity of a Miniſter, nor ever 
the perſonal worth 'of the Monatch himſelf, 

which, in times of great National Diſtreſs, can 
give ſtability to the Throne. The exile of 


Necker, and the fate of Louis unju tly bleeding 


on the Scaffold, re ſtanding leſſons to ſtateſ- 

men, that virtues atid talents are unable to pro- 
tect either the Miniſter or the Monarch, wheti 
the ſenſe of oppteſſion is become general 
and intolerable. But if it be neither wiſe nor 
ſafe for the Great, to perſevere in the ſupport 
of a fraudulent ſyſtem of Repreſentation; par- 
ticularly when by their inſtigation, chicfly the 
Nation has been involved in a moſt ruinous and 


. unneceflary War; on the other hand, let not 


the People and theif active agents imagine that 
in exceeding the bounds of moderation, either 
in their meaſures or the means adopted for 
their ſupport, there will be no imprudence, no 

Rr '3 hazard 
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hazard to the cauſe of Public Liberty. Let 
them not forget, that by temperate conduct 
much was gained by preceding aſſociations, 
and much more probably might have been 
added to the ſtock of Public Liberty, not 
if more extenſive meaſures of Reformation 
had been ' propoſed to Parliament in 15 
but if the temperate plan then propoſed had 

been more vigorouſly ſupported by the People. 
A great conſtitutional weight has been fraudu- 


lently taken from the ſcale of the People; to 


replace that weight, was then the laudable at- 
tempt of Yorkſhire, and other populous diſtricts; 
but their united ſtrength was found unable 
to move it. A greater portion of the People 
may now be combined to co-operate for. the 
ſame purpoſe, and their loſt Conſtitutional 
weight may be thus reſtored with eaſe to the 
popular ſcale. But if the weight to be moved 
ſhould be increaſed in proportion to the power 
applyed to move it, it is evident, that the ut- 
moſt efforts of the People will again terminate 
in diſappointment. Or, to drop the metaphor, 
and expreſs what is meant more plainly and 


more completely; if the Friends of. Reforma- 


tion ſhould be perſuaded to' demand redreſs 
on the principles of univerſal ſuffrage; their 
demand will be rejected, to that rejection they 
muſt ſubmit, or engage in a doubtful ſtruggle, 
in which no ſucceſs could compenſate the cala- 
mities of the Public. But if following ſafer 

counſels, 
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counſels, they ſhould unite in defiring a mo- 
derate Reformation, and expreſs their firm 
_ reſolution to acquieſce in that conceſſion; ſhould 
it be granted to their requeſt by Parliament, fo 
juſt, ſo reaſonable a propoſal, ſypported as it pro- 
bably would be, by the voice of the Nation, 

could not long be reſiſted. _ 
The too eager advocates for 3 
Power, may conſider theſe cautious meaſures 
as the effect of timidity, and a Reformation 
— * on leſs extenſive principles than theirs, 
may appear to them little better than the paltry 
expedient of a day. They may reject the ſug - 
geſtions of moderation with diſdain; and treat 
the propoſers of ſuch limited ſchemes of Re- 
formation, as ſtrangers to political ſcience, as 
petty Ariſtocrats, who wiſh to form or increaſe 
in the Counties a little Ariſtocracy of their own 
claſs and ſize; as Men, whoſe feeble powers 
cannot comprehend the extent and grandeur of 
their magnificent ſyſtems; and the ſucceſs of 
whoſe exertions would but retard the intro- 
duction of that perfect Form of Government 
which their labours directly tend to eſtabliſh. * 
But reſpectable as theſe perſons may be for 
their talents or their integrity, yet their cen- 
ſure will not be very diſcouraging, on the con- 
trary, it will be conſidered by the Friends of 
temperate Reformation, as indirectly atteſting 
n David Williams and 

Thomas Cooper, Eid. 


ie. their 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nominate a Houſe of Commons to a fanatical 
rabble, who were at that very moment 


f 646 1 | 
their ſolicitude to preſerve Public Order and 


Tranquillity, as implying a part of that praiſe 
which it is their utmoſt wiſh to deſerve. For 


reſpecting this earth and all its ſublunary buſi- 
neſs, what nobler ambition can there be than 
at once to advance the cauſe of rational Liberty, 
and to preſerve the Peace and Tranquillity of 
our Country ? 

There was a time when the right of Perſonal 
Repreſentation was ſupported by a Noble Duke,* 
with uncommon force; when he courageoufly 


_ propoſed to the Legiſlature to diſſolve the whole 


Frame of our Repreſentation, to re- conſtruct 
it on that principle, and to give the right to 


" 


ing the doors of Parliament, and filling the 


kingdom with general conſternation. And 


when other leſs intrepid Reformers, from an 
anxious ſolicitude to eſſect a ſubſtantial Re- 
formation of Parllament, without hazard to 
the Peace of the Country, propoſed to reinforce 
the County-Repreſentation, and after that, to 
purchaſe the abolition of the obnoxious Bo- 
roughs, theſe variations of their plan were then 


oppoſed by this great Theoriſt as temporizing 


ſchemes, grounded on no ſtable principle, and 
ſhifting as this Man's whim, or as that Man” 
conceit — direct. Such was then the lan- 


* The Dake mute 
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age of this Noble Reformer, and ſuch his 
fuperiotity to the low confiderations of 
prudence, and the preſervation of the Public 
Tranquility. © Virtuous Politician! Conſiſtent 
Defender” the Rights of Mankind! And yet 
it is poflible, that more mature conſideration 
may have ſoftened the rigour of this ſtern Ad- 
vocate for the indefeaſable Right of Suffrage ; 
and other times preſenting different views of 
policy, may have lured Him to ſtoop from 
the ſublimity of his aerial ſpeculation to the 
more convenient Ne of practical accom- | 
modation. 
But though on . preſent Seelos, the pro- | 
poſer of this Plan ſees little reaſon to fear any 
ſeverities of animadverſion from the zeal of 
this great theoretical Reformer, yet other 
Theoriſts will be found more conſtant to ſup- 

port the univerſal ſyſtem; theſe deviations from 
it will call forth their oppoſition, and the embar- 
raflingqueſtions, as they will deem them, will un- 
doubtedly be aſked, on what principle is this plan 
of Reformation formed and offered to thePublic? 

And in-what mode can it be clearly and' fafely- 
aſcertained, who ſhall be deemed decent houſe. 
holders throughout the kingdom? To the firſt 
of theſe inquiries, let it be anſwered; the Plan is 
formed and offered on the principles of Peace, 
Conciliation, and a more complete ſecurity to 
the Liberties of the Nation. It is admitted, it 
is maintained, that no Government cart be per- 
fectly agreeable to the rules of theory, under 
which 
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which the right of Perſonal Repreſentation 
ſuffers- any abridgement or diminution. But 
it is alſo maintained that cirgumſtances may, 
and in this Country at preſent, actually do 
render the eſtabliſhment of a perfect Common. 
wealth, or an abſolutely equal Repreſentation 
of the People, impracticable by peaceful means; 
and ineligible, even if the practicability were 
moſt manifeſt. From the general abhorrence | 
in which that ſyſtem is held by the opulent and 
powerful, tne impracticability of it by any 
means, but thoſe of a forcible Revolution, is too 
apparent to require mw: The ineligibility of 
it, in the preſent cir this Country, even 
if it were moſt eaſily reducible to practice, is 
"almoſt as evidently clear. For ſhould the right 
of Univerſal Suffrage be now granted, who 
could for a moment doubt, that in quiet times, 
our profligate populace would be ſubmiſſive and 
venal; that their ſubmiſſion and venality would 
increaſe the preponderance of the Great, and 
deſtroy the falutary influence of thoſe diſinte- 
reſted and independent Men, who are chiefly 
to be found in the middle claſſes of Mankind. 
And in times of National diſtreſs and diſcon- 
tent, it can admit as little doubt, that artful 
Demagogues might ſoon inflame the paſſions 
of the populace to a wild and ferocious rage 
for Liberty ; and thus raiſe a hurricane, by 
which Society would too probably be over- 
turned to its deepeſt foundation. To leflen and 
remove 
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remove theſe objections, much might be.effeted 
by time; by the farther diffuſion of property, 
the natural conſequence of continued induſtry, 
by the falutary diſcipline of adverſity, and the 
operation of a ſubſtantial Reformation of Par- 
liament. By theſe and other means con- 
joined, the habits of corruption now prevalent 
alike in the higheſt and the loweſt clafſes of 
Men, might be checked and gradually ſubdued; 
the evil principle of our Government might be 
deſtroyed, and in a ſucceeding generation, ſome 
near approach might be made by poſterity to 
the ſimplicity and purity of our forefathers. 
But when men had added to the intelligence of 
2 more enlightened age, the innocence and in- 
tegrity of primitive times, when the rich 
would diſdain to offer, and the poor ſcorn to 
receive a bribe, when Public Spirit in a compe- 
tent degree, was re-animated in the general 
body of the Nation, then, it might be reaſon- 
ably preſumed, that the right of Univerſal 
Suffrage would be exerciſed for the benefit of 
the Public; then, and not till then that Right 
ſafely might and ought to be eſtabliſhed. In 
this pacific mode of. gradual improvement, the 
intereſt of the People might be promoted by 
means which Reafon and Religion jointly ap- 
prove : popular rights might thus be completely 
reſtored without having called forth the tears 
andgroans of one unfortunate Sufferer: the fatal 
ſcenes of the Revolution of France might ne- 


ver 


| 
| 
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ver again be acded in Europe; the example 6f 
Britain, preferring peaceful melioration to the 


violence of rapid Revolution, might teach the 


numerous nations of the Continent, neither 
madly to unlooſe the bands of human ſociety, 
nor yet, with equal inſanity, as the Advocates of 
Slavery would adviſe, toperpetuatethetyranny of. 
their DeſpoticGovernments, by reverting to the 
intolerance of the Inquilition, and theextremities 
of Feudal Oppreſſion; but rather to endeavour 
to advance from one degree of moral and poli. 
tical improvement to a. yet higher degree ; till 
ultimately, the eſtabliſhment of perfe& Liberty 
would be found compatible with peace and 
order, conſiſtent with the ſecure enjoyment of 
property, and productive of the trueſt happi- 
neſs, the higheſt moral dignity of matikind. 
But in the preſent ſituation of the Country, it 
is perfectly juſtifiable to wave infiſting on 2 
perſonal Repreſentation, 'and to endeavour to 
unite the great Body of the People, in a vi- 


gorous purſuit of moderate, meaſures of Re- 


form, which are attainable without hazarding 
by a breach of public tranquillity, either the 
overthrow of our limited Monarchy, or the loſs 
of thoſe Popular Rights which remain unim- 


' paired; and happy would it be, if thus the 


Nation could be induced, inſtead. of forcing 
the unfavourable circumſtances of our condi- 
tion to yield to the rigour of ſpeculation, 
to take the far ſafer, the far better courſe, 
to adapt the improvements propoſed to the 

iſting 


. 


exiſting tate of the country, and to eſſect 


theſe changes by conſent, and throu h 
intervenien of latent itſelf, 8 * 
With reſpect to the queſtion, who wall be 
deemed, in the eye of the law, decent houſe- 
holders, and fit to be entruſted with the Right 
of Suffrage, it is admitted, that the anſwer to 
it is not unattended with difficulties, but for 
which various ſolutions have occurred. It will 
be allowed, perhaps, that the houſeholder who 
not. only ſupports his own family, but contri. 


butes to the ſupport of others who may be 


diſtreſſed, might be conſidered as a decent or 
ſubſtantial houſeholder, For England and Wales 
this might be a good criterion to aſcertain 
the right to vote; but as contributions to the 
poor are not legally eſtabliſhed in Scotland, the 
payment of ſuch contributions would be an in- 
ſufficient rule. It has been thought, that a per- 
ſon who pays the window-tax might be pro- 
perly deemed a decent houſeholder, 'and as fuch 
entitled to vote, and this mode of aſcertaining 
that right is preferable to the mode firſt men- 
tioned, becauſe it would equal] apply to every 
E of 'Great-Britain, But in this mode, houſe- 

olders properly qualified to vote, might ſome- 
times beexcluded from that right becauſe from the 
ſmallneſs, not of their fortune but their habita- 
tion, they happened not to be hable to pay tlie 
tax upon windows. To obviate this difficulty, 


houſeholders poſſeſing perſonal property to the 
amount 
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amount of tool. might be allowed to vote. 
That property in any part of the kingdom is 
| ſufficient to purchaſe a freeholll qualification to 
vote: Houſeholders of that deſcription are in 


every view equal to the loweſt claſs of free- 


holders, and from the more periſhable nature 
of their perſonal property, it may be juſtly con- 
cluded, they would ever be found at leaſt as much 
attached to the preſervation of peace and order, 


as perſons who poſſeſſing landed eſtates are 


leſs expoſed to injury and ruin from any popu- 
lar commotion ; and their perſonal qualification 
might be aſcertained, on the eſtabliſhment of a 
Regiſter, in the very ſame mode, and with as 
* much certainty and clearneſs as the qualifica- 
tions of the Proprietors of freehold eſtates. 
But ſhovld none of thoſe modes be thought ſa- 
tisfactory; the difficulty will be readily ſur- 
mounted, when Parliament has once deter- 
mined, that decent houſeholders ought to be 
admitted to vote. It is ſufficient for a private 
individual to ſuggeſt the principle; the mode 


of applying it, and carrying it into practice, is 


left, as it ought to be left, with deference to 
men of ſuperior authority, more experience, 


and greater legal knowledge. 
In fine, it may be objected by ſome, among 


thoſe prudent Lovers of Liberty, whoſe appro- 


bation is moſt to be coveted, that it is a hope- 
leſs attempt, to promote a moderate Reforma- 


tion of Parliament, in theſe violent times; 
when 
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when on the one hand popular affociations, in 
their raſh zeal for Liberty, have applauded 
publications * in which the Britiſh People are re- 
preſented to have no Conſtitution, no political 
right, but the unavailing right to petition; and 
the plunder of the rich is held out, as the 
incentive to the poor, to effect a Revolution in 


Britain, on the principles of Republican Equal- 


ity: thus, under the pretext of promoting 
Perſonal Liberty, contributing to the ruin of 
property, the preſervation of which was one 
principal end, for which Society was formed: 


And when on the other hand, Aſſociations 


zealous for the Conſtitution, as they aſſert, with 
equal raſhneſs have applauded that Author, 
who after having endeavoured to deſtroy the 
Repreſentative Rights of the People, and to 
confirm the abuſes and uſurpations of which 
they complain, has laboured to deprive them 
even of the hope of future redreſs, and to rob 
them of their laſt and moſt ancient right, ſolemnly 
recognizedat the Revolution of 1688; their right 
to meet, in their collective capacity, to conſider 

e grievances endured, and to petition for their 
removal: thus, under the pretext of defending 


property, contributing to the ruin of our Per- 


ſonal Rights, the preſervation of which: was 

the other great and principal end for which So- 

ciety was eſtabliſhed. To ſuch Men, it were, 
Mr. Paine s. Mr. A. Young. | 


indeed 


þ 
| 
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indeed, a fruitleſs taſk to preach moderation, 


and a juſt regard to the Conſtitution, But be. 


cauſe there exiſts manifeſt danger from the vio- 


lence of theſe oppoſite Aſſociations, that is not 
a reaſon for indifference and inactivity, it is a 
reaſon why a vigorous effort ſhould be made 
to preſerve the Conſtitution from theſe hoſtile 
extremes. They who wiſh to enjoy Peace, 
Property, and their undoubted Libere, on 
the genuine principles of our Conſtitution, are 
{till the moſt conſiderable part of the nation; mil. 
led they may have been by rumours, ſurmiſes, 
and the various fallacies of artful Men ; cor- 
rupted they never can be; they never can be 


indifferent to the welfare of their Country. To 


their judgement therefore theſe propoſitions are 
committed, and ſucceſs is alone wiſhed and ex- 
pected from their approbation, from their union 
and zeal to ſupport a good, a prudent, and 2 
ſtrictly limited end, by thole regular and peace- 
tul means which under our Conſtitution, im- 
ired as it is, we have yet a right to employ. 
In ſtill adhering to theſe ſentiments and to 


this middle courſe of action, unbiaſſed by the 


altered intereſts or opinions of Stateſmen, un- 
changed. by the. heated temper of the times, 
unrelaxed by the uſual indolence of his age, and 
undaunted by the flanders and invectives which 
may yet await him, the Author of this Paper feels 
the ſatisfaction of an approving mind. Whether 


àzmidſt the conflict of contending parties, = 
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j 
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the jarring of irritated paſſiods; the voite of an 


individual, recommending moderation and a 
conciliatory ſpirit, mutually to concede and 


accept a temperate Reform of Parliament, may 


be ſufficiently heard and attended tb, he khows 
not. His ſentiments, unwelcbtne as they may 
be to many, it is his duty not to conceal ; they 
proceed from a ſintere but anxious heart; they 
are offered to the Public without a fear or a 


wiſh for himſelf; but for the welfare of his 


Country, for tlie general kappiiieſs of Mankind, 


his earneſt prayer to the Supretne Ruler of 


events will be, that He may diſpoſe our bearts 


to adopt thoſe cbunſelx, whatever they may, be, ow 


which tend moſt directly to promote the cauſe 
of virtuous Liberty; and to preſerve the peace 


of the Community, _ 


8 
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Account 7 the „Pape, in the Hout cn 


g Vp. 7% on the n of the 
1 a Reform 4 
AX immenſe concourſe of People aſſembled 
early in the lobby, and avenues leading 

to the Houſe ; the was full before twelve 
_ o'clock, and yet the buſineſs, which attrafted 
the attention of the Public, did not begin till a 
quarter after four. Before Mr. Pitt roſe, ſeve. 


3 


ral Petitions were preſented to the Houſe from 


various deſcriptions of Perſons, praying for 2 
Reformation in the Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple in Parliament; one was preſented by Mr. 
Marſham, from the Freeholders of the County of 

Kent; another from Freeholders whoſe Free- 
holds lie in the City of London; a third was 
preſented by Mr. Byng, from the Houſcholders 
of the Tower Hamlets; and a fourth by Mr. 
Fox, from the Electors of Weſtminſter. After 


all theſe Petitions had been received and read, 


and all the other Petitions on the ſame ſubject, 
which had been prevented during the preceding 
mY month, 
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,onth, had been brought ite the Hotte by the 
aud Kid on the Nobr neuf the table; 

Me. W. itt tofe to open the bufinek He 
declared that in his Hfe he had never felt more 
embartaffmnent, or mort atrtiety, thai He felt 
at that moment, When, för His Coutttty's goody 
he found Riwiſelf obliged to diſcover; and lay 
before the Höuſe, the imper of that Con. 
ſtitution to which ever Eigltihman baght te 
look up with reverthridl awe; a Cbhſtitution 
which, while it contittued, fuck as it wal frathed 
by our Anceſtors, wus ttuly called the produces 


tien of the telt tolitublithlle will; refill 


by that Conſtitution to greatneſs and to glory, 
England had been at once the envy and 

pride of the world. Europe was taught by ex- 
perience, that -Libefty was the foundation of 
true greatneſs j and that while England re- 
mained under 4 Goverfimeht perfectly free, ths 


never failed t6 perform exploits that dazzled _ 


the neighbouritig fiations : . But a melancholy 
ſeries of events, which had eclipſed the glory ot 
Britain, exhibited a reverſe of fortune, which 
could be accounted for only upon this princi- 
ple that, during the laſt fifteen years, there 
d been à deviation from rhe principles of that 
happy Coniſtitution, under which the People of 
England had ſo long floarifhed. It was not 
for himſelf, he faid, with unhallowed hands to 
touch the venerable Pile of the Conſtitution, and 
deface the Fabtic; to ſte it ſtand in need of 
882 repair, 
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repair, was ſufficiently melancholy ; but the 
more he revered it, he more he wiſhed to ſe. 
cure its duration to the lateſt poſterity, the 
greater he felt the neceſſity of guarding 
its decay. Innovations were at all times dan- 
gerous, and ſhould. never be attempted but 
when neceſlity called for them. Upon this prin- 
ciple he had given up the idea which he ſug- 
geſted to the Houſe laſt year; and therefore his 
object at preſent was not to innovate, but rather 
to renew and invigorate the ſpirit of the Con- 
ſtitution, without deviating materially from its 
preſent form, When he ſubmitted this ſub - 
pe to the conſideration of the Houſe laſt year, 
e was told that ſubject ought not to be diſcuſſed 
amidſt the din of arms; the objection was not 
then without its force; but at preſent it could 
not be renewed, as we were happily once more 
in the enjoyments of the bleſſings of peace.— 
-This therefore was a proper time to enter upon 
the buſineſs of a Reformation, which every 
man, who gave himſelf a moment's time to 
think, muſt be ſatisfied, was abſolutely neceſſary. 
An Engliſhman, who ſhould compare the flou- 
riſhing ſtate of his Country ſome 20 years ago, 
with the ſtate of humiliation in which he now 
beholds her, muſt be convinced, that the ruin, 
which he now deplores, having been brought on 
by flow degrees, and almoſt imperceptibly, pro- 
ceeded from ſomething radically wrong in the 


Conſtitution : Of the exiſtence of a radical er- 
"wor, 
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ror, no one ſeemed to doubt; nay almoſt all 
were ſo clearly fatisfied of it, that various re- 
medies had been deviſed by thoſe who wiſhed 
moſt heartily to remove it. The Houſe itſelf 
had diſcovered that a ſecret influence of the 
Crown was ſapping the very foundation of 
Liberty by corruption : The influence of the 
Crown had been felt within thoſe walls, and 
had often been found ſtrong enough' to ſtifle 
the ſenſe of duty, and to over-rule the 
ſitions made to ſatisfy the wiſhes and defires of 
the People. The Houſe of Commons (in former 
| Parliaments) had been baſe enough to feed the 
influence that enſlaved its Members ; and thus 
was at one time the parent and the offiptirg of 
corruption. This influence, however, had riſen 
to ſuch a height, that men were aſhamed any 
longer to deny its exiſtence, and the Houle 
had at length been driven to the neceflity of 
voting, that it ought to be diminiſhed, Va- 
rious were the expedients that had been thoyght 
of, in order to effect ſo ſalutary a purpoſe, as was 
that of guarding againſt this influence; of ſhut-. 
ting againſt it the doors of that Houſe, where 
if it once got footing after the reſolution al- 
luded to, Liberty could no longer find an Aſy- 
lum: The Houſe of Commons which, according 
to the true ſpirit of the Conſtitution,” ſhould 
be the Guardian of the People's Freedom : The 
conſtitutional check and controul over the Exe- 
cutive Power, would, through this influence, 

$83 degenerate 
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degenerate into a mere epging of tyranny and 
reſſion, to deſtroy the Conſtitution in effect, 
though jt ſhauld in its qutward form ſtill re, 
WAY Among the various expedionts that had 
den deviſed to bar the entrance of ſuch influ; 
encę into the Houſe, he bad heard principally of 
three; One was to extend the Right of Vating 
for Members to ſerve in Parliament, which was 
yow fa, confined, to all the inhabitants of tho 
Blogdom indiſcriminate]y ; ſa that cvery man, 
without the diſtinction of Frecholder, or Free. 
man of à Corporation, ſhould have the tran: 
chiſe of a Vote for g perſon to repreſent him 
in Farliament; and this made he underſtood 
was thought by thaſe who patroniſed jt, as the 
only one that was canſiſtent with true Liberty 
in 2 free Conſtitution, where every one ought 
to be governed by thaſe laws only, to which 
they have actually given their conſent, either in 
Perſon or by their Repteſentative. For his 
part, he utterly rejected and condemned this 
mode, which it was impoſſible for him to adopt, 
without libelling thoſe renowned forefathers 
who had framed the Conſtitution in the fulneſs 
of their wiſdom, and faſhianed it for the Go- 
vernment of Freemen, not Slaves: If this doc- 
trine ſhould obtain, nearly one half of the Peo- 
ple muſt in fact be Slaves, for it was abſolutely 
impoſſible, that this idea of giving to every 
Man a Right of Voting, however, finely it 
might appear in theory, could ever be reduced 

| | f | to 
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practices. but though. it were even practica - 
| 2 abe half of te Nation ere 
all. thoſe who Vote the . unſucceſsful 
Carta, cannot; i the Reins of this doe 
2 5 be ſaid to be repreſented i in Parliament ; 
and therefore they are governed by laws to 
args: 1 5 7 12 not their aſſent, either in Per- 

epreſentatives z conſequently, ac» 

e ol the Friends to Gig cr 
pedient, all thoſe who Vote for unſucceſsful 
Candidates, myſt be Slaves: Nay it was ftill 
harder with thoſe Members of Parliament who 
are made Slayes alſo, when they are governed | 
by laws to which they not only have not given 
their conſent, but againſt which they have ac- 
tually voted. For his part, his idea of Repre- 
ſentation was this, t the Members once 
choſen and returned to "Phelan, were in 

effect the, Repreſentatives of the People at 
large, as well of thoſe who did nat Vate at all, 
or who, having voted, gave their Votes againſt 
them, as of thoſe by whoſe ſuffrages they were 
actually ſeated in the Houſe. This being there. 
fore his principle, he could not conſent to an 
innovation founded on doctrines ſubverſive of 
Liberty, which in reality, went ſo far as to ſay, 
that this Houſe of Commons never had been 2 
true and Conſtitutional Repreſentation of the 
People—for no Houſe of Commans had. yet 
been elected by all the Men in the Kingdom. 
The country had long proſpered, and had even 
834 attained 
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{tained the very ſummit of Glory, though this 
doctrine had never been embraced ; and he 
hoped that no one would, ever; attempt to in- 
troduce it in the Laws, of England, or treat itin 
any other light than as a mere ſpeculative Pro- 
poſition, that may be good in theory, but which 
it would be abſurd and chimerical to endeavour 
to reduce to practice. The ſegond expedient 
he had heard of was to aboliſ the franchiſe 
which ſeveral Boroughs row enjoy of returning 
Members to ſerve in Parliament. Theſe places 
were known by the favourite, popular appella- 
tion of rotten Boroughs; he confeſſed that 
there was ſamething very plauſible in this idea ; 
but ſtill he was not ready to adopt it; He held 
theſe Boroughs in the light of deformities, 
which, in ſome degree, disfigured the fabric of 
the Conſtitution, but which he feared could not 
be removed without endangering the whole 
Pile.” It was true, that the Repreſentation of 
the People could not be pertect, nay it could 
not be good, unleſs the intereſts of the Repre- 
ſentatives and the repreſented, were the fame ; 
the moment they became different, from that 
moment the Liberty of the People was in 
danger; becauſe thoſe who ought to be the 
guardians of it, might find their accounts in 
circumſcribing -it within narrower limits than 
it ought to be; or in carrying through mea- 
ſures which might in the end, effectually deſtroy 
it: It muſt be admitted, from a variety of cir- 
r ge 1 


; Ts 
cumſtances, which it was unneceſſary for him 
at preſent to explain, that though the Members 
returned by Boroughs might be, for the preſent, 
the brighteſt patterns of Patriotiſm and Li- 
berty ; ſtill there was no doubt but that Bo- 
rough Members, conſidered in the abſtract, 
are more liable to the operation of that influ, 
ence, which every good man wiſhed to ſee de- 
ſtroyed in that Houſe, than thoſe Members why 
are returned by the Counties; and therefore, 
though he was afraid to cut u the roots of this 
influence, by disfranchiſing the Boroughs, be- 


cauſe he was afraid of doing more harm than 5 


good, by uſing a remedy that might be thought . 
worſe than the diſcaſe, Ri!l he thought it his 
duty to counteract, if poſſible, that influence, 
the inſtruments of which' he was afraid to re- 
move; the Boroughs ought to be conſidered 
not only as places of franchiſe, but alſo as 
places where the franchiſe was in ſome meaſure. 
connected with property, by burgage tenure; 
and therefore, as he was unwilling to diſſolve 
the Boroughs, he would endeavour to defeat 
the effect of undue influence in them, b intro- 
ducing and eſtabliſhing a counterbalance that 
ſhould keep it down, and prevent it from ruin- 
ing the Country ; this brought him naturally 
to the third expedient, that he had often heard 
mentioned, which was to add a certain num- 
ber of Members to the Houſe, who ſhould 
returned by the Counties and the Metropdlis ; 5 
it 
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L. unneceſſary for him to ſay, that the 
ty Members in general, were almoſt-neceſ. 
farily taken from claſs and deſcription of 
Gentlemen, the leaſt able to the ſeduction of 
corrupt influence ; the moſt deeply intereſted 
in the Liberty and Proſperity of the Country, 
and conſequently the moſt likely to purſue ſuch 
meaſures as appear to them the moſt ſalutary to 
their Country—in the hands of ſuch Men, the 
Liberty of their Conſtituents would be ſafe, 
becauſe the intereſts of ſuch Repreſentatives 
and the Repreſented, muſt neceſſarily be the 
fame ; this expedient appeared to him the moſt 
fit to be adopted, becauſe it was the leaſt 
„ e ; it had the merit of promiſing an 

counterbalance to the weight of the 
Boroughs, without being an innovation in the 
form of the Conſtitution. He would not then 
fay what number of Members ought to be added 


to the Counties, he would leave that to be in- 


ſerted in a Bill, which, if the Reſolutions he 
meant to propoſe, ſhould paſs, he intended to 
move for leave to bring in, However, he 
would ſay, that in his opinion, the number 
ought not to be under one hundred.. It was 
true that he thought the Houſe would then be 
more numerous than he could wiſh ; but ſtill 
it were better it ſhould be ſo, than that the Li- 
berties of the Country ſhould be expoſed to de- 
ſtruction from the baleful influence of the 
Crown in the Boroughs. He was not, however, 

without 
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the addi- 
expedignt was this, that whenever it ſhould-be 


proved befare the Tribunal which 
conteſted Election, that the 
Borqugh had been bribed zud eo 
Borough ſhould then loſe the p 

ing Members to Pazliament ; 
jority ſhoyld be disfranchiſed, an 
minority be permitted to Vote at 
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8 aud the number of Members of that 
louſe reduced to its preſent ſtandard. | This 


whenever that neceſſity ſhould appear, wopld 
ſanctify the meaſyre; it would appear to 
what in fact it would then be, an Act of ja 
tice, nat of Whim, Party, or Caprice; as it 
would be founded not on ſurmiſe, but on the 
actual proof of guilt. Mr. Pitt then ſtated ta 
the Houſe, that he had drawn vp three refalu. 
tions for their conſideration, which he 
leave to read. The firſt was, that the moſt ef. 
ſectual meaſures ought to be adopted for pres 
venting bribery and expences at Elections: 
The ſecond, that if any Borough ſhall be Sno 
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victed of Bribery and Corruption, it ſhall bo 
disfranchiſed; but that ſuch of the Electors as 
were not found guilty, ſhall be admitted to 
vote at Elections of Members for the County 
in which the Borough was: The third, that an 
addition ought to be made to the Members of 
Counties in order to ſtrengthen that communi- 
cation of intereſts, which ſhould ever ſubſiſt 
between the People and their Repreſentatives. 

Mr. Pitt then obſerved to the Houſe, that he 


had little dread about the fate of the two 


firſt Reſolutions, as he could not ſee any poſſi- 
ble objection which could lie againſt them.— 
He wiſhed he could be as decided in his opi- | 


nion, with reſpect to the third; however, he 
Had no doubt, if prejudice ang paſſion were 
hid aſide, but that the ſound judgment of the 


Houſe would point out to them the propriety 
of agreeing to this Reſolution, as well as the 
two former : it was worded with caution, and 
guarded againſt MT objection which could 
be foreſeen; and if the Houſe ſhould concur 
in this Reſolution, the proportion in which the 
addition of Members ſhould be made to each 


County, might be ſettled in the Bill, for which, 


in that caſe, he ſhould move for e to bring 


in. 
He then concluded with moving the firſt Re, 
ſolution. 
Mr. Duncombe ſeconded the Motion, which 
he ſaid had his hearty approbation. He was 
thoroughly 
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thoroughly convinced that the Repreſentation 
of the, People was, extremely defective, and 

ought to be amended ; 1 this was his opinion, 
and he would add, it was the general opinion 
of his Conſtituents; 3 on this circumſtance he 
laid the greateſt ſtreſs, as he thought, on the 
true principles of our Conſtitution, every Re- 


preſentative was bound to pay the utmoſt de- 


ference to the wiſhes of his Conſtituents, when 
clearly underſtood, more eſpecially on a ſubject 
like this, in which their intereſt was ſo deeply 
and immediately concerned. 

Mr. Powis ſaid, he did not riſe to ſet in com- 
petition his poor character with the tranſcendant 
abilities of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt but one, that certainly would 
be the higheſt preſumption in him; but as, 
from ſome circumſtances, it fo fell out all 
year, that he was the firſt perſon who ſpoke in 
Oppoſition to the Right Honourable” Gentle. 
man's Motion, ſo he thought himſelf particu. 
larly called on to deliver his ſentiments on the 
preſent occaſion. | The reaſon of his Oppoſition 
laſt year was principally, that he imagined that 
in the midſt of the din of arms, that it was not 
a fit ſeaſon to deliberate on a buſineſs of ſuch 
magnitude, as the total alteration of our Con- 
ſtitution ; beſides, there did not appear to him 
any GatisfaQory cauſe of remedying evils which 
had little or no foundation, if he could judge 
from the Conſtitution performing its functions 

equally 
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2 He was no friend to 
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biaally 44 wen as If no fuck evils had exlſted. 


| He confeſſed: many of his objettions of laſt 


fr were relfidved by the rmimner in which 
+ Right Honourable Gentleman brought fork 
ward his Propolitions this'year ; yet, notwith- 


Randing, Ie was not ready to give his alfent to 


a meaſure, which ſeemẽd not only uſeleſt —— 
ſpeculations, where no great good coutd 
ariſe, but Where much . it be che 
conſequence. There was another fifong argu- 
ment for his not 2 the Propofirions; 
that he was ignorant whether the People would 
reſt ſatisfied with what was. done, fhioultd the 
Honlſe approve of the Reform, Which has beeti 
io eagerly and ſo warmly preſſed by the Ho- 


nourable Gentleman. If he was to credit fe- 
' veral publications on the ſubje, coming froni 


reſpectable quarters, he ſhould conelude 
they would not. Aperetdre it would be Wrong 
to comply with requeſts in the firſt inſtance, 
when by ſo doing you only encourage the party 
to make freſh demands. He then read, in 
ſupport. of his opinion, that the People Tooked 


for a more extenſive Reform than that pro- 


poſed, a Paſſage from a Pamphlet, faid to be 
written by a Noble Lord, (whom Mr. Powis de- 
chred he underſtood to be the main ſpring of 
this baſeleſs fabric) which ſeemed to corrobo- 
rate what he had aſſerted. He read likewiſe 
another Paſſage from a Pamphlet written by the 

NET Conſtitutional 
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Conſtitutional Society, all tending to prove 
truth of What he had advanced. He oe th 
verted to the different methods which had been 
2 to procure. the Petitions which had 
ſent up to Parlament, and faid, he was 
confident — Houſe would got be aſtoniſhed at 
their number, when ke told chem, that Miſion- 
aries of . e firſt rank were deſpatched to vas 
rious parts of the country, not to preach hint. 
lation and ſelf-denial, büt td inflame the tnitids 
of the People, and to Induce them to Rate 
ievances which they were eonſtious wete but 
ideal, and could anſwer no other putpoſe- by 
to occaſion archy and confufon throughou 
the Nation, r. Powis now dehired the Cler 
to read the Petition from, Birmingham, but 
being anſwered there was none; What! replied 
| he—Nonel (this affected furprize created 2 great 
laugh) What! None! repeated he again. Are 
all theſe People Slaves? Do they not e 
at their baſe condition ? I Would! have! 
if there were really a grievance in point J Re- 
eſentation ; that. ſo great a portion — the In» 
ee of. this Country, * have felt it, 
and of courſe would have ſpoke. out on the 
occaſion. . He would aſk the Bi t Honourable 
Gentleman who complained of the abuſes of the 
Repreſentation of the Commons, if he would 
ſtate under what Prince, or in what part ol our 
hiſtory, we were free from thoſe im 
evils? He knew of no period when te Gull 
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tution was more perfect The Glorious Revs: 


lution had been brought about under it, an 


our Liberties, Lives, and Properties had been 


ſecured and preſerved by it for 'centuries, it 
was not wonderful, therefore, he ſhould watch 
with a jealous eye the minuteſt alteration in It, 
He wguld, with the permiffion of the Houſe, 
put a caſe, which might clucidate the matter 
better than any thing he had yet ſaid. Sup- 
poſe a man with a crooked leg ſhould be kN 
by a perſon in the- ſtreet, who ſhould addreſs 
him by lamepting the misfortune” that had 
happened to him, and expreſs his ſorrow that 
he would not be able to uſe his leg i in future.— 
But replies the other, you are miſtiken, Sir, 
I can uſe it very well, and it anſwers all the 

urpoſes for which it was intended equally as 
well as if it had been ever ſoftreight. Juſt ſo it 
is with the Conſtitution, and for that reaſon 
he ſhould object to the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman's Motion; and would, therefore, move 
the order of the day. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt faid, he was happy to find 
his Honourable Friend bad ſo modelled his 
Plan of Reform, as not to occafion that alarm 
which his Motion of laſt yeaf did. He then 
aimed at no leſs than a total overthrow of the 
Conſtitution, and the erecting in its ſtead ano- 
ther, one more pleaſing to his fancy. Sooner 
than he would have aſſented to ſuch a meafure, 


he would 2 | monty with his Ie. When he 
| - - heard 


po_ ww wa” = = Go” ß hrs fn 
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kezrd his Honourable Friend decks” his img: 
tion not to meddle with the Boroughs, . it 
afforded him great ſatisfaction, becauſe if fuck 
a dangerous: attempt Ww˖s made, ho was con- 
vinced there was-an end of our Government; 
it would be productive of marchy and dif 
orders of every natur When be ſpoke on 
this ſubject, he found bhimſolf in a very auk ward 
ftuatio, beexuſc, let his 7 


. eme d . 
t 


right, and that he oaly conſakted, in wa 
— — 


as a facrifice, ud: deliver up the Borough he 
Repreſented, to de difpoſed of as 


of the Nation at Large, 


t of this Country. The Go 
vornment one day appears like an abſolute 
Monarchy, doing everf thing in deſtance of 
the Voice of tliePeople, and another day affalru 
. and every thing 
Vol., H. appears 


mung 
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appears wild Republicaniſm, forcing the Crown 
into meaſures to which it was totally averſe. 
The greater number of County Members, :the 
better, ſaid Mr. Pitt, it will be for the Coun- 
try; however, a hundred additional Knights 
of the Shire were too much, and would make 
the Houſe too unweildy ; if there' were added 
one to each County in England and Wales, 
he was ſure it would be more beneficial to the 
Conſtitution than if the numbers were greater. 
Sir George Savile then roſe to ſupport the 
Propoſitions, and the Houſe teſtifyed more 
than common anxiety to hear him, obſerving 
his frame enfeebled by his late indiſpoſition, 
and evidently unable to bear the fatigue of any 
great exertion ; which yet he was eager to 
make on this occaſion, and to perform, what 
he was probably conſcious, would be his laſt 
ſervice to his Conſtituents and his Country. 
He alledged that the Propoſitions were not 
offered as a remedy for merely ſpeculative evils ; 
but to correct abuſes: which experience had 
proved to be productive of the greateſt misfor- 
tunes to the Public o The War for ſeven years 
in America had been the offspring of that cor- 
ruption +in the State, which the Propoſitions 
were intended to remove. That deſtructive 
War had been carried on againſt our oppreſſed 
Fellow Subjects in that Country, at the ex- 
pence of one hundred millions of Treaſure, 
n with the loſs of one hundred chouſand 


+T Lives; 


N. 
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Ives; ir had produced the diſmemberment 
of our Empire, and brought Great- Britain to 
the brink of ruin. An Honourable Gentleman 
Gar. Poris) had inſiſted on the folly. of: liſten- 


might offer his noſtrum, even in caſes where 
no real diſeaſe: exiſted! Sir! George perfectly 
eco - incided in ſentiments with that Gentleman. 
It would be folly indeed ito attend to che pre- 
ſeriptions of every pretender to medical ſkill ; 
or to liſten to complaints and apply remedies 
to them, without proper ekaminstion, as 
quacks7 would do. But at the fame time he 
was clear, that no perſon in his ſenins, when 
he perceived evident ſymptoms of diſorder in 
another, when he heard the groans of diſeaſe, 
would affect to believe that the unhappy pa- 
tient did not feel what he grievouſly com- 
plained of It might be faid indeed that the 
afflicted perſon demanded what was i 
for his cure; as in the caſe of madneſs; be it 
ſo; it is then the duty-of the real Phyſician 
to examine the diforder himſelf; ſince the pa- 
tient is incapable of deſcribing his ailment, or 
inting out ſalutary meaſures for his reſtora- 
tion; and the diſorder once aſcertained, with- 
out attending to the calls of one, who knows 
not the virtue of what he calls for, the man of 
lein is then te meet it with that: medicine 
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Houſe, the Debate was reſumed. 
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well, founded, as 8 be in the 
minds of all who heard him, he ſtated it, 
The inhabitants of Tower whole Pe- 
tition he aBuded 10, paid no les than 34,000l. 
of the Land Tax; the whole County of Corn - 
wall paid a ſmaller ſum by a0001.— The County 
of Cornwall fent forty-four Members to Parlia+ 
ment; the Tower Hamlet fent not one. This was 
ſo ſtriking a defect in ihe Repreſentation; of this 
Country, that to multiply inſtances after fack 
a one, would, in his opinion, be quite unne- 
ceſſary; he would not therefore occupy more 

af the time of the Houſe upon this ſubjeR, but 
content himſelf with giving the Reſolutions : 
mord for, his hearty aflent. 

Lord Mulgrave ſpoke a confitlerable time 
againſt, the Motion, but in' a tone more than 
ufually low, All we could collect from him 
Was, that as every precaution that could be 
taken to prevent corruption and undue in- 
fluence had been already taken, the meaſures 
now ſuggeſted ſeomed to him torally uſeleſs. — 
Men muſt reform human nature itſelf, before 
2 indulge the viſfionary fancies of framing 
Conſtitution ;' a Conſtitution entirely 
— fan, The People who have ſiniſter 
views in Voting for two Members of Parlia- 
ment, will not grow honeſt on a ſudden, on 
finding that they have three to Vote for; and 
with reſpect to the fears that Gentlemen ſeemed 


:to feel for the bur of nn,. 
N t3 
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if their Petitions ſhould be totally rejected, be 
could only ſay, that to give way to 
grievances but one ſtep, would be to confirm 
the evil, intended only to be palliated. --No, 
to temporize'in this caſe, would be to run into 
the very danger meant to be àvoided! As an 
honeſt independent Member of Parliament, be 
muſt reprobate ſuch timid compromiſing. Give 
them but a little, ſay Gentlemen, and they 
will be the leſs diſſatisfied at not obtaining the 
whole. No, if it is not really —.— that 
even that little would be beneficial, that little 
ought to be refuſed. The Repreſentatives of 
the People are not ſent to Parliament to hu- 
mour their prejudices, they are ſent to guard 
their real intereſts, and provide for their 
welfare, neither the one or the other of theſe 
great objects, could, in his Lordſhip's opinion, 
be attained by the preſent n and he 
therefore gave it his negative. - 

Lord North deſired the Reſolutions to be 
read, which being done, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
that he had given the greateſt attention to every 
thing that had fallen from the Gentlemen who 
were Friends to the Motion, and particularly 
to the apprehenſions which the moſt ſanguine 
of its favourers (Mr. William Pitt and Mr. 
Thomas Pitt) had "entertained, on entering 
upon the very nice operation, to which the 
Reſolutions were preparatory. In the whole 
courſe of his W engagements, 2 


7 1 
had. never liſtened with ſo much care to any 
Speech that had been made by any Member, 
as he had to the one made by the Right 
Honourable Mover, and he muſt do that Gen- 
tleman the juſtice to ſay, that he had never in 
his life been better paid for his attention. The 
candour, the moderation, the ingenuity, and 
eloquence diſplayed by that Gentleman, were 
ſuch, as did honour to the illuſtrious Body of 
which he formed ſo very diſtinguiſhed a por- 
tion. But the Gentleman had prefaced his 
Motion with expreſſing the dread he felt in 
touching ſo venerable a ſubject as the Conſti- 
tution, though for the very expreſs purpoſe of 
amending it. That expreſſion was the ex- 


preſſion of ſound ſenſe. The attempt was of 


the _ niceſt and moſt delicate nature that the 
mind of man could poſſibly conceive. It was 
to tamper with that Fabric which for ages had 
ſtood the boaſt of Britons, and the admiration 
and envy of all the world beſides. And on 
what ground! Ought abt an Engliſhman, who 
was bleſſed with ſuch à pre-eminent Form of 
Government, to pauſe a moment, and to aſk 
himſelf, ere he ventured to innovate upon ſuch 
.a Form, on what grounds he was going to 
ceed in ſo awful an undertaking. 92 dit 
he had aſked himſelf that, and reflected on 
what he was about to do, would any man in 
his ſenſes, ſay, that aught but frenzy could 
excuſe ſuch a perſon from laying violent hands 
Ye, Tt4 upon 
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upon the Conſtitution, with no other ſounds. 
tion for his candu&, than the mere. fancy. of 
its being diſordered, independent of any ſolid 
evidence of diſtemper. Had the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion, 
laid down any proof of the diſorder intended 
to be remedied? He had not ; neither bad any 
of thofe who ſupported it. Much decdamation 
indeed'had been made uſe of both by him and 
them, grounded on gvils which no one of them 
could deplore more than he did. But theſe evils, 
theſe misfortunes, theſe calamities, were as little 
imputable to any defect in the Conſtitution, as the 
earthquake of Liſhon was to the Government of 
that Country. Much had been ſaid of the Ameri. 
can War, and of the cauſes of it: as to himſelf 
he was free to acknowledge at all. times the 
hand which he had in that War. L Here there 
was a cry of hear him.] By the cry of hear 
him, which I notice, ſaid his Lordſhip, from 
the other ſide of the Honſe, Gentlemen ſeem 
to think I am going to make noe 
feſhon—they were never more mi 

guilt confeſs and apologize, I know none. 
But 1 will bo ready at all times to yindicate 
my conduct whenever Gentlemen ſhall think 
fit to attack it. An Honourable Member near 
me (Mr. T. Pitt) has ſaid that the Conſtitution 
is unſound, rocking to and fro like a weather- 
cock with every blaſt of wind, for want of 
fomething to keep W he 3 
| rown, 


ow the Hoooaratli Gee: 
— apr Lee e 
s, it is not in my power to conceive; but 
this I know that they may | 

true, though very probably 


I muſt ſee better grounds for the demand bo- 
fore I can venture my compliance with it. But 
then, 28 the Favourers of this meaſure cannot 
adduce any ſolid reaſons in ſupport of their 
wiſhes, they are fruitful in imaginary ones: 
the American War, with all its horrors and 
misfortunes,” are pathetically dreſſed up, and 
laid at the door of à worn-out, battered, and 
enfeebled bg — = 12 War, 
was, as they ſu e War of the Cre 
ny fo — of the Peaple. 1 5 
it. It was the War of Parliament, there was 
not a ſtep taken in it that had not the ſanction 
of Parliament. It was the War of the People; 
nor did it ever ceaſe to be popes. Þ until 2 
matey of the moſt unparalleled diſaſters and 


calamities, 
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calamities, cauſed the People, wearied out with 
almoſt uninterrupted ill ſucceſs and misfortune; 


to call out as loudly for Peace: as. they had 
formerly, done for War. Had the Conſtitu · 
tion been ſo diſordered as the Reformers 
would perſuade us that it is, how comes it to 
paſs that the voice of the People prevailed 
againſt the influence of the Crown. This 
is a recent tranſaction. The policy of. diſcon- 
tinuing the War I ſhall not now ſpeak of, but 
that the Houſe of Commons directed the mea · 
ſure, no one can deny; of courſe, the influence 
of the Crown, if ever it had been prevalent, 
was then no more. Has it ſince that period 
broke beyond its bounds? Has it threatened 


| any abuſe of the Conſtitution, which could 


excite thoſe jealouſies and fears, which Gen- 
tlemen affect to imagine, prevail among the 
People N ot a tittle of any ſuch grounds do 
perceive, either in the Petition which had been 


preſented, or, in the arguments that have been 


uſed in ſupport of theſe Petitions; but what is 
the weight of the Petitions themſelves ? Let us 
exan ine the matter. It was uſed as an argu- 


ment for delaying the conſideration of this 
buſineſs, when the Right Honourable Gentle- 


man who now moves it, firſt brqught it for- 


ward laſt year, that it were better not to take it 
up too ſuddenly, but to give the People time to 
reflect on it, and in the interim, between that 


preg, and the next agitation of it, their ſenſe 
| might 


might be more clearly collected. What has been 
the reſult? After many months given to the 
People to ponder well upom their grievances, if 
any they really had, in reſpect to the, inſuffi- 
ciency of Repreſentation, only fourteen. out af 
fifty-two- Counties have preſented Petitions on 
this account. And how are theſe Petitions 
ſigned ? by infinitely the minority. of each 
County. Here is, among others, a Petition 
from the County of Somerſet, a County. which 
I know well, and know in general to be averſe 
to this pretended Reform. Indeed there can- 
not be a ſtronger proof of this diſpoſition, than 
the very few names, which out of ſuch a num- 
ber of. qualified People as that County con- 

tains, appear as ſignatures to the Petition- 
ſix hundred There is another Petition, the 
Suſſex one ſigned only by the Sheriff! Here 
is Repreſentation with a witneſs. The whole 
County of Suſſex repreſented by their Sheriff! 
In a word, of ſo many millions of inhabitants 
as England and Wales contain, there are no 
Ham than about 20,000 People, and what 
n general theſe twenty thouſand. are, (God 
— knows) who have found fault with the Re- 
preſentation of the Country. Among theſe diſ- 
contented People the Petitioners of one County, 
I mean Yorkſhire; may perhaps be a majority of 
the Freeholders of that County. But it is not 
the mere paucity of the ſubſcribers, though 
that alone ought to forbid you to attempt in- 
novations to gratify their whims, at the ex- 
pence 


j} 
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pence of the more ſenſible feelings of the vaſt 


majority of the Nation, who, by their filence 


on this 6ccaſion, ſhew their perfett content. 
ment with the preſent form of Government. 
It is not on this paucity alone, that I would 
have the Houſe to ground their tejectiot of 
the Petitions. To that confideration I would 
26 the manner in which theſe Petitions have 
obtained. They have been obtained not 
the Public-in general; but from the pro- 
pple art part of that Public, The-Afives art 

year. The Seffionsfobr tines. 
Orr alt of theſe bale Sede the Inhabitants of each 
County may be ſaid to meet in that moſt fair 
aud moſt indiſcriminate manner, in which it 
way in candour be ſuppoſed the real ſenſe 
of the maſs of the People might be beſt eol. 
lefted, if the real ſenſe was intended to be col - 
lected. Was this the manner in which the 
Petitions were founded ? Was it in this faireſt 
of all fair modes that the fenſe of the Public 
was taken? No! County Meetings, as they 


are called; were had - projectors, with ſet 
Speeches, and ready framedpPetitions, were there 


prepared to meet a number of prejudiced Pe6- 
ple, ho came invited to ſign that which was 


ready for their fignature. The queſtion was 
"begged, or borrowed, or ſtole, hofpitiably to 
accommodate: the craving appetites of ſuch 
coming gueſts. Thoſe who liked neither the in. 


vitation or the fare, very prudently remained it 
"i ES G8 « . So 5.4 b*% their 


0 9 2 
— = 
* 


1 
that «oa. 0 


4 


4 


t 


] 


* 


their pwn-howrs.;/ and the queſtion 


ar the mig 
Gan this. be 2 ſerious, queſkian ? 


L 


whom we are 40 
ee. while I lay 2 ward or 


of tha Honſe declares it ta be unneceſſ 
I ſhould. dwell on; But I would int 


few Reformerz, 


now is, 40 


indulgen 


ante. thrown at telpeſt» 
i Mee being continued in office, 


ſwer to ſome infinuations 


che voice ot the People, by the over: 
7 This is not 


: 
| 
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| 
| 
0 


the vaſt and fatisſied multitude ;\ when” even 
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did and diſcerning part of the Houſe, will ſes 


that the attack is moſt unjuſt. * I was not, when 


I 'was honoured with office, a Miniſter of 
Chance, or à Creature of whom Parliament 


your ſupport; when that ſupport: was withe 
drawn; I ceaſed to be a Miniſter : I was the 
Creature of Parliament in my riſe; when I fell, 
1 was its victim. Does this ſhew the undue 
influence of the Crown, or is it not; on the 
contrary, the ſtrongeſt proof that can be given 


| of the potent efficacy of the Public voice? If 


then, that voice is ſo powerful as to remove 
whatever may be diſpleaſing to the opinions of 
the Country; ck needis there of this paraded 
eformation ? There is à Bill now printed for 
uſe of the Houſe, to remedy every grievance 
in point of expence and bribery at Elections, 
to Which the Reſolution at preſent moved for 
and on that ground alone, I would think 
myſelf juſtified in negativing the motion; but 
when to this conſideration is added, the want 
ef any proof of diſorder in this glorious fabrit, 
as the Right Honourable Mover juſtly- tiled 
our Conſtitution. When a 'remedy'is — 
for a diſeaſe, I know not What; when the 
voice of a few diſcontented People — in 
upon the tranquillity and reverend filence of 


the 
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the diſcontented themſelves are at vatlabed 
with reſpect to the nature of their: grievances; 
and the modes of their redreſs; when (I ſay) 
all theſe things are conſidered, a doubt cannot 
remain for a moment on my mind, of theweak- 
neſs of giving way to this froward humour; 
this ſpirit of projection; they but little know 
mankind; who imagine that a ſmall indulgence 
will not induce a preſſure for greater. Princi- 
piis obſta—Let us act like men. We are not 
the Deputies, but the Repreſentatives of the 
the People: We are not to refer to them be» 
fore we determine: We ſtand here as they 


would ſtand; to uſe our o diſcretion with - 


out ſeeking any other guidance under Heaven. 
In a word, as no defect in the Conſtitution has 
been proved, as we have heard nothing but 
declamation and ſurmiſe to warrant for a B 
and ſo very important a meaſure as an innova- 
tion on the form of that venerable Palladium, 
which ages have ſanctiſied down to us, let us, 
again let me conjure you, act like Men, and 
like Britons, and rejett hat to — 
inevitably lead to ruin. I have 
you my thoughts; it remains that 1 persed 
my duty. The beſt way of getting rid ot this 
deſtructive Reſolution, was certainly: the Mo- 
tion for the order of the day. And that * 
tio has moſt cordially my wiſhes. 
Mr. T. Pitt roſe to explain. The Noble 


Lord who ſpoke lf, bed foppeſed tharlhe hai 
id 
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faid that the Crown was incroiching- upd thi 
Rights of the People; at the fame time that 
the. Crown was itfelf made captive by the 


one probably to ſhew his ingenaity.. 0 

Mr. Beaufoy faid; that after the great 
play of ability and talents, which he had been 
witneſs to in the courſe of the night's debate, 
he roſe with much diffdence to expreſs bis | 


was pregnant with innovation, and bf- courſ 
with deſtruction; but did that 
follow ? By no means. If innovation were ts 
have neceffarily fuch 2 'confequence, our free- 
dom would not be in exiſtence a day; 80 fan 
from innovation producing fatality to the 
Conſtitution, it had» made what bad been fo : 
frequently and fo properly ſtiled, during the 
courſe ot the debate, the Conftitution, glorious 
as it was. Was there any criterion:/at whieh 
the Conftitution was ſo-fixed,” that nõ Reform 
could henceforward: beer take plate with rel 


gard 


f 66 - 
to it, without fubjecting it to the ruin 
now prophecied concerning the preſent attempt 
to invigorate it - f there was, would it not 
have been ſound ſenſe, and what, in fair rea- 
ſoning, might have been expected, that ſuch 
crit on be pointed out. No fuch criterion 
evet occurred to him in all his reading or ex- 
2 On the contrary, innovations and 
of the moſt ſalutary conſequences, crowd - 
ed the pages of our hiſtory. In this place Mr. 
Beaufoy entered into an hiſtoric detail of the 
principal changes which the Conſtitution bad 
ne fince the days of Edward the Firſt, 
down to the preſent times, and after 
a great deal of knowledge in the Hiſtory of- his 
Country, applied it with great happineſs to the 
queſtion moved by Mr. Pitt, which he con- 
cluded a Speech of conſiderable length and 
much elegance with his entire aſſent to. 
Mr. Secretary Fox roſe and remarked to-the 
8 that he made no doubt there were ſome 
1 ons preſent who would attribute what he 
id on one fide to lukewarmneſs, and not to 
any zeal ; however, regardleſs of their cenfure, 
he would freely deliver his ſentiments, and 
affure the Houſe that he moſt heartily con- 
curred with the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who made the Motion, that the Conſtitution 
required ſome Reform, and fo far from its being 
abſurd to make any innovation on it, he was 
certain that the nature. of our Conſtitution re- 
quired innovation and renovation; for the 
Vo. II. V u beauty 
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beauty of the Conſtitution did not conſiſt ag 
ſome people imagined, in theory but in the 
practice. The theory was in its nature found 
by experience to be abſurd in ſeveral parts, for, 
as it was compoſed of three States — King, Lords, 
and Commons, it was abſurd to think that 
one man ſhould have an equal power to the 
whole multitude; therefore, in that practical 
part, that power was wiſely curtailed, and not 
left in the breaſt of one man, but in a Govern- 
ment conſiſting of ſeveral Miniſters. The 
Right Honourable Secretary ſaid much had 
been mentioned relative to the ſhortening the 
duration of Parliament, and ſome perſons 
attributed all our calamities to the want of 
ſhort Parliaments ; he had looked into hiſtory, 
and found that when Parliaments were more 
frequent, the Nation. was - more brilliant and 
ſucceſsful ; he had alſo obſerved, that for a 
period of many years ſince the paſſing of the 
Septennial Bill, the Nation has been at the 
pinnacle of its glory, therefore he could infer 
nothing from that, nor did he in fact ſee that 
material _ either way. The Noble Lord, in 
talking of the American War, had faid it was 
popular in the beginning, that it had been 
begun agreeable to the wiſhes of the People 
and.carried on by their conſent, until it proved | 
unſucceſsful, when a ſtop was put to it, he 
differed with him; for although it had un- 
doubtedly been begun by their wiſhes, the Peo- 


ple were for as bs an end to it much ſooner 
than 
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chan it was ended; and there he ſaw the defect 
of the Houſe of Commons; it did not ſpeak 
the wiſhes of the People quick enough. He 
leave to revert” to the two hypotheſes 
mentioned by Mr. T. Pitt, wherein he fiid the 
deſpotiſm of the Crown had continued à M. 
niſter in power againſt the wiſhes of the Peo- 
and the the Republicaniſin of the People, had, 
ing for „taken the Crown cap- 
tive, and robbed jt of its prerogative. Cer- 
tainly in the courſe of two years, ſom 
Uke that had happened, but he dented that in 
all — contentions he had held, and the 
c Oppoſition'(as it had been called} 
op gave to the Noble Lord, that ever he 
Rugged for power. 

With reſpect to what the Noble Lord had 
faid, that b pe adde more Knights for the 
Counties, 4. landed would overmatch the 
commercial intereſt. He could by no meang 
ſee that to be the fact, for commerce now had 
ſpread itſelf ſo univerſally, the landed and the 
commercial intereſts ' were inſeparable; there- 
fore he was not afraid from any harm in that 
quarter; nor did he fear much from the Ariſto- 
cracy that would be occaſioned : For although 
the motion went to 4 Reſolution to add more 
Members to the Counties and Capital, it by no 
means confined Gentlemen from making any 
wiſe regulations in the Bill that would be 

ight in, if the motion was carried; and 
ſhould not probably be tor adding them all 
yz tg 


ſentation more equal. E 4 
| | He next touched on the offer of Mr. T. Pitt, 
to give up his Borough of Old Sarum: It had 
a great ſound, he ſaid; but in all thoſe fine 
flouriſhes which Gentlemen take, the Houſe, 
ſhould conſider well the nature of the propo- 
fal: The: Honourable Gentleman had made 
an offer that. he knew could not be accepted 
therefore the merit was not ſo great as it ap- 
peared. . There were many perſons who were 
againſt the motion, becauſe it was an innova- 
tion; yet they were perfectly agrecable ta 
innovations; they were not againſt what was 
almoſt a new doctrine, at. leaſt it was for near 
an hundred years, he meant an interpoſition of 
the other Houſe with r to Money Bills; 
there, merely for the ſpirit of oppoſition, per- 
ſons attempted to meddle with what they were 
totally ignorant of, as was plainly to be ſeen 
by their conduct. There one Noble Lord 
argued about Lottery Tickets, in à manner 
that could not help being ridiculed, another 
Noble Lord attempted to prove that borrow- 
ing Money leflened a debt; in fact, it muſt be 
the caſe, where perſons officioully meddle with 
what does not concern them, and talk of things 
in a place where they have no right. 
Ihe Right Honourable Secretary entered into 

2 irons vindication of the Yorkſbire and other 
. Committees, 


y 


£ &* ] 
Committees, from the fneer that had been cafh 
on them by Mr. Powis, for the ſpeculative 
ts they had thrown out. He wiſhed the 
Houſe to recollect, that Sydney, Locke, bc. 
writing on the Conſtitution, had ſpeculated far 
beyond what was practicable, yet much good 
reſulted from their ſpeculations, and they were 
great helps to practical beauty which we ſo. 
much boaſted of. He would not run into a long 
biſtory of a crooked leg, in which the Gentles 
man finiſhed lamely, and compare the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Country to that af an individual 
— exactly the ſame; it was to be fed, it 
was to he nouriſhed, it was to exiſt hy nutri 
ment, and would undoubtedly be liable to dif- 
orders. Suppaſe e had a fever and 
was to call for water, the phyſician would not 
be bound to comply wit his requeſt, but 
would mix up ſomething that would-nouriſh, 
that would be moiſt, and that would quench 
the thirſt, and not to have the evil tendency 
that water would; ſo it was the duty of that 
Houſe to adminiſter for the relief of the Con- 
ſtitution, not exactly as called for by the wild 
extravagant doctrine of letting every man who 
was not a felon or a madman vote, but by taking 
ſome wiſe ſalutary ſteps that would redreſs fp 
nces complained of. 

The Right Honourable Secretary ances very 
fully into the nature of the Conſtitution, ex- 
preſſed himſelf a warm friend for a Reform, 
ſaying mankind wete made for 6 

tor 
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for others ; and that was the beſt Government 
where the People had the greateſt ſhare in it. He 
could have wiſhed, he faid, that a-Committee 
had been appointed ſimilar to that moved for 
laſt year, as he did not think the po mo- 
tion would go far enough; but as he was con- 
ſident it would be an amendment, he ſhould 
give it his hearty ſupport. | 

Sir C. Turner ſaid, he was certainly for a 
Reform; he was ſure one was wanted, and he 
could have wiſhed for a Committee to have 
been appointed in preference. He ſhould vote 
for the preſent moticn, He faid the Noble 
Lord was wrong to mention, that neither the 
Towns of Leeds, Wakefield, or Halifax, had 
petitidned, they had all ſigned the County 
Fetition. He was - againſt an Ariſtocracy, 
though he ſaid when a man was made a Peer, 
he looked upon him as out of Parliament and 
of no uſe, only a kind' of lumber. He paid 
many compliments to the abilities of Mr, 
Beaufoy; after which, 

The Lord Advocate roſe, and ſtated, that 
laſt year he was againſt going into a Com- 
mittee, becauſe there was no ſpecific motion 
made, now he was for the motion becauſe he 
thought it a good one; he always approved 
of County Members in particular, they were 
looked upon as the moſt honeſt, and the leaſt 
Hable to be corrupted, and therefore he gavo 
it his hearty aſſent. | 

The Earl of Surrey ſaid, he could have 


wiſhed that a Committee had been appointed 
| in 


| 
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in preference to the motion before the Houſe ; 
but as he had only his choice left of voting ſor 
the motion, or for the order of the = he 
certainly ſhould give the preference to the 
Right Honourable, Gentleman's motion; and 
he hoped the public would not ſtop at that 
partial Reform, but perſevere. = 

Mr. Sheridan ſpoke in favour of the motion, - 
and wiſhed that it had gone to ſhortening the 
duration of Parliaments. | | 

Mr. Rigby ſpoke violently againſt the mo- 
tion, ridiculed the Petitions, ſaid they were 
but few, and obtained by partial means of a 
few perſons calling on the Sheriff for a County 


| Meeting; at that Meeting none but friends 


were invited, and after the Petition was agreed 
on, they formed themſelves into bodies, and 
called themſelves a Quintuple Alliance, ' 
ſame other fooliſh ridiculous name: he was 
himſelf, he ſaid, a Burgeſs, and ſo was the 
Mover of the Queſtion; and it was bis opinion, 
that Burgeſles were full as reſpectable as County 8 
Members: He never would agree to any in- 
novation or addition to the preſent number 
of the Commons, and declared that he would 
ſooner ſee another Member added for Old 
Sarum, where there is but one houſe, than 
another Member added to the City of London, 
which had enough already. | 
Mr. Mansfield ſpoke againſt the motion on 
exactly the grounds of Lord North, and won- 
dered much at the converſion of the Lord 
Advocate. Mr. 
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: Mr. Martin fupported the motion, yet he did 
not think it was going far enough; he was 
for a ſimilar motion ta that of laſt year. Lord 
North and Mr. Rigby, he faid, much 
better companions at a table than they were in 
that Houſe; but as the Noble Lord was going 
to the other Houſe, he wiſhed him well in 
private life, but thought he was the chief cauſe 
of our misfortunes. - 

Sir W. Dolben faid, he was forry_ to, be 
obliged to vote againſt the motion, but 'as be 
was a warm ſupporter of the original motion 
ſt year, ſo he would have been now for the 
fame motion; therefore could wiſh Mr. Pitt 
would withdraw his preſent, that he might, 
another day, make the original one for a Com- 
mittee; and he had no doubt but he would 
meet with a good ſupport. * 

Mr. W. Pitt, in a long and able Speech, took 
notice of the different objections, that had 
been made to the motion, Temarked to the 
Hoe, that laſt year the chief complaint was, 
that be had made no ſpecific queſtion—and 
this year, when a ſpecific Ins made, 
and fach äs he thought the leaſt objectionable, 
the cry was, Why don't you vote for a Com- 
mittee. He plainly ſaw he had ſo mach to 
combat that he could not hope for ſucceſs, but 
would perſevere in his motion, and take the 
ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. He was extremely 
pointed at the manner in which Mr. Rigby 
treated the * and concluded with de- 

claring, 
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claring, that he thought he was in gratitude 
bound to return his thanks to the Riche Hon. 


Secretary Fox, for his able, ſpirited, judicious, | 


and generous ſupport. 
Mr. Rigby infiſted, agreeable to the rules of 


the Houſe, he had no right to reply, and was 
entering into a long remark himſelf of what 


had paſſed, when he was called to order by 
The Marquis of Graham, who inſiſted that 


Mr. Pitt had a right to ſpeak, as there had 


been another motion made (the order of the 
day) ſince he ſpoke firſt. 

Mr. Rigby acknowledged the Noble le Mar, 
quis was right, and was proceeding 
when the univerſal r 
loud from all parts, that he was obliged to 
leave off, and about half paſt two o'clock the 
Houſe divided on the queſtion for the order of 


the day, when there appeared, 


Ayes 293, noes 149 majority 144- Mem- 


bers preſent including the four Tellers and 
Speaker, 

Upwards of 50 paired off, therefore it has 
been the fulleſt Houſe known for many yegrs. 


END of the SECOND VOLUME. 
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